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[14th Jolt, 


in any cirilwed countrj- of the world. Sir, I confess when the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy took charge of the Civil Supply Department I was 
definitely under the impression that a man of his talents, of his energy of 
thought and action would succeed in solving this diflScult problem of* the 
day. Keally, Sir, I have no pr^udices against him, I have nothing but 
ad^ation for ns wonderful abilities. But I was very soon disillusioned to 
find that behind all his statements, behind all the communiques issued from 
time to time, behind all the pompmi.s promi.ses and spaci^s assurances that 

oaa.ds the consolidation of his own political front, more towards pampering 
ns own coterie on whose suffrage he and his (iovernment stood, than towards 
the solu ion of the real problem that faces us at the present moment. Sir. 
It IS unfortunate that most of the arguments I have had to advance this 
evening have already been adduced. Mine will be nothing but a repetition 
of he same trend of rea.soning. a rehash of the same arguments; nevertheless 

May I submit, Sir. that his preferential treatment 
shown to Messrs, r.spahani & Co., his political confreres, conclusively proves 
that the entire policy heh.ml this Government has been inspired not by any 
ofty motive, not by any ulealism. not by any vision, not by anv imagination, 
inspire! by no appreciation of the real difficulties that face us at the present 
moment, but purely by political an.l party considerations. Sir, Mr. 
Suhrawardy IS perhaps realising a little too late that he must have 
commit ed the greatest blunder of his life in showering blessings upon his 
p litical confreres and collaborators in his task of freezing the country at 
this critical Jurmture. Let me warn him it might be possible for him to 
tide over the difficulty for the pre.sent but God's cur.ses will be showered in 
abumlance sooner or later, and it will not be possible for them to ignore the 
sufferings of millions of people who to, lay knock al.out the streets for a 
morsel of foo, ; ,t will not be possible for them to stifle f,ir all time the 
groans and sobs of suffering humanity; it will not be po.ssible for them for 
all line to take shelter under the subterfuge of d,. daring from the house top 
that there IS no shortage in the province. When the food .Irive has 
cone his.vely prove, 1 that there is shortage everywhere in this province, it is 
not by homlwinking the pe,.ple. it is not by ,ielu,ling people to believe in 

probllm”*^ *" can solve this 

The secon.l question which has been so eloquently expre.ssed and 
emphasised by all the previous speakers is the exclusion of Howrah and 

Lofifelr’ "t largest number ,.f stockists and hoarders and 

profiteers, from the food ,lrive. It is not only bare-faced, it is not only 
shameW it is not only hypocritical, it is not only incompatible with the 

I’®"*’ i»con,sistent with the spacious as.surances 

Mr Suhniwardy held out fnm, time to time but. if I may be permitted 
tope the express.ou-it is dishonest. It is conceive,! not in the interest of 
the people, it is conceive,', not to solve the people’s diflScultv. but it is 
cepe^ed for the purijose of solving his own problem, the problem of his 
Ministry. That is the problem that he has at heart at the present. 
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Hi*' Extelleiioy Sir Jdhn ARTHrR Hehuert. (j.c.i.e. 

MKMHKKS OF THF VOVyoU. oF MINISTERS. 

J'Ih* Hori'hlr >ir N \/i.\n nniN, k( i i.. ni of iht* Home 

t('i\il DoIoik*' (’o-i>i(iniatn»ii » I)opartim*iil . / 

Tio- Hnirhlf Mr H S Sin k v\s . in « luir^^e of the Department of 
t'jvil .Siipjthev 

The Hori hle Mi Ti i *'i (’ii\MHM (iosuun. m char^^e of iht* Finanee 
J)ej»artint‘iit 

Tilt' llt'iriih' Mr T\mi/iimiin Kfi\N, in cliar^e i»i tin* Education 
] )eji.i r t nieii t 

Tilt llttii hh Ml Hmmim FifoswNx in ihai^T ol the De]»ai't nn*nt 

ot ( '(tiiiiiiuii i( .il ittii' anti \\ or ks. 

The Ilftn hle Khan Haliadtu S\ni Mi\//\mvimun Hosmn. in eharj^e 
<•1 tin- Dejia? I nient ol .Vorieultuie (Huial Itei tUintnK't loii ) 

The lion hit' .Mr T\i;\kn\ih Miki hjiv, m n.i- . in t harjre of the 
lie\enue J )('pa 1 1 rntui t ( l'.\ aeuat ion and Helirj) 

The llon'filf Nast.tli MtsiiMfUMF Hossm.n, Khan Rahadur, in eharg-e 
ot till- .Indicia! and l/^-p-islative Department. 

Tht* llon hlc Khwapi Sn \n \mi odi.n, <• n i , in ehai;.fe of the Depart- 
ment'. ot I’tiinmeice. KalMOii’ and Industrie.-' i including- Ihtsiwar 
Heeoiisti uctioii ). ^ 

The n on 'Itlt' Mr I’ rrhMirviii in < liar^re oi tin* Ftufsts ami Excise 

Dt'par t nn'iit 

Tile [lon hic Klian Raiiadur Maulvi .1 \I, M,i imt \ AiimM), in r hartre <rf 
the Department ot Ihildie Health ami Ei»eal S«df-( lovernment 

The Httn’hh* Mr. ITiin HnrM’'i MimjtK. in ehar<.,o' td the Fuldieity 
Dejiartment. 

Tlie Hon hle Mr. .lot.KMiHv N\rii M\Mr\t., iri rhary^e of the (’o-opera- 
ti\e Cnulit ami Rural Indebtednea.s Department. 
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Serajul I.slam, Mr. [Bon^^acm (Muhammadan) J 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khvsaja, ( n.t. | Xarayaiiifanj South 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Shahedali, Mr. [ Matlubhazar (Muhaiiimudan). ] 

Sham.suddiii Ahmed, Mr. (Ku.sthia * Muhammadaii). ] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. [Dopalgaiij (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsul Huda, Maulaiia. [ Myinensirigh South (Muhumma<lan). j 

Singha. Babu Ksbetra Xath. [ Ruiigi»ur ((ieiierah.j 

Sinha, Srijut Maniudra Bbu.san. [Bankura West '(ieneral).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Muuda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Skipwith. Mr. W. E. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
Smytb-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. [Darjeeling (Eurof>ean).] 
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Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. IL (Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hoii’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parp:anas Municipal (Muham- 
iiiadaii j. ] 

Sur, Mr. Hareiidra Kumar. [Noakliali (General).] 

T 


TaTnizuddin Khun, the Hon'ble Mr. |Faridi>ur West (Muhammadan).] 
Thukur, Mr. l^romatha Kanjan. (Faridpur ((ieiieral).] 

Thorman. Mr. C. M. ( ('hittajron^ Division (FiUropean).] 

Tof'el Ahmed (.'houdliury, Muiilvi Haji. [Hhola South (Muhammadan).] 


W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. (Jessoie East (Muhammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. (Rengal Chamber of (’ommerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., (.h.k. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. H. (Indian Mining Association.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. \V. (\, < i.k. (Rengal Chamber ut Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. • ( 24-1’argana^ Central (Muhammadan) ] 

Yusuf Ali Choudliury, Mr. [Faridpur Ea^i (Muhammadan).] 
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Zahur Ahmed Choudlniry. MauKi [Malda Noith (Muhammadan).] 
Zanian, Mr. A. M. A. *Hooghly Seramiaue (Registered lactorie.s) 

liHbour. ] 

Zillur Rahman Shah (’h(»wdhury, Maulvi. [Jbilurghat (Muhammadan).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

OfRclal Ra^ort af tha Sixtaanth Saialofi. 

Votuma LXV. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlie A>>embl\ House, Calcuttu. on Monday, the 
5th Jul}, 1043, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Iltm'ble Mr. Svko XAtsHKR Ai.i) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Minister.^ and l!hS member'^. 

Oath. 

Mr. John Leisk took his oath of allegiance to the ('rown. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Ladies and ^rentlemen, before we procee<l with the 
busines.*' of the HoU'^e, it i" my sad duty to refer to tht* death of three of our 
eminent ('ountr.\ men. Mi. Allah Ihiksh, Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar and 
Mr. 11. ('. C'hatterjee. 

The whole of India mourned the dastardly murder of Mr. Allafi Haksh, 
the ex-Premier ot Sind, at the earl> u>:e of 4’). An ardent lover of his 
couiittN, hi.s one ^nnil in life wa.s to sorve India and for this purpose no 
sacrifice was too grctit for him 

Dr. Sir Nilratan, a memliei of the old llen^ul Legislative Council, died 
full of years and hoiiom^. His death removes an outstanding' figure from 
the Medical world. A flank and lovable personality, he lived a nohle life 
and his services to his country in various spheres of uctivitie.s will he 
remembered b\ generations of his country men. 

Mr. H. ('. ( hattei'jee was the leader (d the Nationalist I^arty in the old 
Bengal Legislative Council. A lawyer of repute, he was a staunch advocate 
of Hiiidu-Muslim Unity. 

Just this morning I received the .sad new« of the death of one of our 
sitting members, Rai Bahadur Kshirode Chandra Roy, a member represent- 
ing Chittagong Landholders’ constituency. In him this Assembly has lost 
a valuable member, whose manners and temperament won the heart and 
admiration of all who knew him. He impressed all who came in contact 
with him by his courteous and amiable behaviour. 

I feel it our duty to .send messages of sympathy to the bereaved families 
and I hope members will signify their assent by rising in their seats, 

(Members then rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, Secretary^ will take the necessary 
action. 
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QUESsTlUWS. 

Panel of Chairmen. 


['^TH JULI, 


Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 6 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to fonn a panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(Ij Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, 

(2) Mr. Kiraii Sankar Roy, 

(d) Mr. David Hendry, and 
(4) Mr. Hem Chandra Na.skar. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in the 
above order will jjreside over the deliberations of this Assemb]_\ in my 
absence anrl in the absence of the l>eputy Speaker. 

Committee on Petitions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provi.sion^ nt rule S'J of tlie 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Ib-ocediire Rules, T muninate the following 
seven members of the Assemblx t(> form a Committee on ]>etinnns with the 
Deputy Speaker as Chairman: — 

(1) Dr. SyamH]»rasad Mookerjee, 

(2) Mr. Santosh Kumar Hasu, 

(d) Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad, 

(4) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 
if}) Mr. M irza Abdul Hafiz. 

(til Mr. Narendra Xara\an (hakrabart\, and 
(7) Mr. Dlianaiijoy Ron. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Grants of stipends to Soheduled Caste students in schools and oolleges. 

*2. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: to) Is the llon'ble Mmi-^ter in charge of 
the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the stlj)Onds granted during the current tinamia! year to 
Scheduled Caste students in high sclunds ami colleges out of the 
S(dieduled (’astes Education Fund have not In^en received by them 
regularly from the beginning of the year; and 
(u) that payment commenced when the year had far advaioed? 


(h) If the answer to l<i) is in the affirmative, will the Iloirble Minister 
he pleased to state — 

it) the reasons for this tielay : and 

(it) the officer or officers responsible for thia delay ? 
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MINISTER in elia^ of tlio EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th# 
HOil*blO Mr. TamizudlNli Khin): Collegia atipends.— On account of the 
abnormal situation in the Province publication of last year’s University 
Examination results was delayed and applications for college stipends were 
late. However every effort was made to expedite imymeut. 

School stipends. — These are distributed by the Divisional Inspectors of 
Schools and awarded for one year with effect from 1st March. It is under- 
stood that there was no undue dehu in disjHiHul lust year. 

Awtrd of stipends to Scheduled Caste students in aohools. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: {a) Will the Hon'blc Minister in 
charge of the Education Department l>e plea.scd to lay on the Table a .state- 
ment showing 

(;) the dates when stijHMHls to S< heduled (‘a^te s( hool student.s were 
distributed in 1939. 19-4lb 1941 and 194*..* b\ the Insjiector of 

S(h(»ols, Bnkarganj Range; and 

<n) the dates when the mone\ wa** pluec'd at the disposal during the 
f)eriod 

(//) Is it a ta< t that unusual (bda^ is made every year in distriluiting the 
stipends t(» the sclnxd ^tudent>* of clas*4es VI 1 to X belonging to various 
Schedule<l Vnste.s? 

(c) If the answer t(» (//) i*. in the atfinnative, will tlx* Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what stejxs. if any. be pn^poses to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ( /) A st att'UMMit is laid on the 
Table. 

{b) There was no unusual dela> . Some time was neceHsur\ to get the 
statements from the scIkkjK and selected candidate.s. 

(c) I>oes not arise. 

StaiernerU referred to in reply to clause fa) of starred question No. 3. 

DaU* of DaUi of 

Year. datinbution plm'ing at 

of HtjpondM. <iiHjs>Nal. 

1939 .. Nil Nil 

194 U .. lO-rM 94 f» 154 - 1940 .' 

1941 .. 21-12-1941 23-9-1941. 

1942 .. .. 6-3-1943 2-12-1942. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Fn)iii answer {h) read with state- 
ment we see that money meant f(>r I!t4‘2 was distributed in 1943, U3I1 the 
Hon'ble Minister be plea.se<l to state wiiether that was not unusual delay P 

Tho Hon’blf Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: That is a matter of opinion. 

Babu MADHU8U0AN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble M in inter be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the .session in high schools commences from 
the month of January each year? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[5th JlTLT, 


The Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is so. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to accept that when the money meant for the year 1942 was distributed in 
the year 194*1 there was an unusual delay*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable member will 
be pleased to see that the “date of placing at disposal” in 1942 was 2nd 
December, 1942, and the amount i^as distributed on bth March, 1943. 
Therefore although there has ])een a delay of several months the delay is not 
more than what occurred in the year 1940, for example. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVe find from the statement that 
money meant for 1942 was distributed in the year 194*3. Is that not unusual 
delay of more than (me year?' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is only an argument. You can see from the 
statement itself when the money was spent. Therefore that question does 
not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In view of the complaints that have 
come up before the House, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of looking into this matter personally and see that no delay 
occurs in the matter of granting and distributing stipends. 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. Sir. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what bus been done witli regard to the statement in the appropria- 
tion accounts by the Public Accounts ('omniittee that Hs. 2 lakhs has been 
left unspent Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise out of the present question. 

Number of Eub-lnepootors of Schools in Dacca distriol. 

*4. Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) AVill the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing — 

(0 the prcvseiit numl>er of Sub-Inspectors of Schools in Dacca district; 
and 

(ti) the numlier of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

. (6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Scheduled (’aste Sulvlnspector of Schools in Dacca district 
was transferred to Mymensiugh district; and 

(ti) that a Muslim Sub-Insjiector of Dewangauj Circle in Myineusingh 
district was transferred to Dacca ? 
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(c) If the answer to (a) (it) (3) is in the negrative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
eonsideiing the desirability of posting one at an early date? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the official heud({uaTters of the Sul)-InspecU»r of Schools, Loha- 
jang ('ircle, is at l^ohajang; and 

(n) that the said Sul>-Ins|HH‘t()r of Schools Resides at Xara\augnuj? 

(e) If the answer to {d) is in the alliriuative. will the Hoirhle Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he proposes to lake in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {.i) IS 

(i/) (1) Muslims 13. 

{'*) ( aste Hindus o. 

(3) Scheduled (Pastes nil. 

{h) Yes, on admiiustrativc ^rround^. 

(r) Ouc will he posted when uMiilahle. 

{(h w) Yes. 

(/O No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Bengal Tenancy Act Muharrtrs In Registration Department. 

♦5. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will tl.e Ilon’ble 

.Miiiis((T ]ri (}iai;.M‘ (d the Kduration Dejiailment he pleased io state 

(//I how ijian\ lh‘ri;,*nl Teiiam \ Ai t muh.irnis were there in registration 
olio e,s 111 Iten^'.il in l!l37. 

(h) whal was tin* total nuniher ol legistratiou and Jiotii-es tiled under 
sections rj, IS and o{ the Itenj^al 'renam e .Vet in- 

ti) 1937, and^ 

{2} 1912; 

(el at what rate the llengal Tenancy Act muhaiTirs were jiaid fur; 

(d) what was the total ex[»enditure on tliis account in 1937-38; 

(e> sinc(‘ when the scixiies ot HtMigal Teiianr\ Act muliaiiiis were 
abolished and how theii- work i.s heing doni*; 

(/) what was the total juoi'ch,.., realised in court-fee stamps in 1937 
and l‘M2; and 

iff) what percentage ol the income from process fees has }>een sixuif in 
the Kegistration IK*partment for doing the work under the Hengal 
Tenancy Ai t in 1937-38 and 1941-42? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) The figures lannot be 
8upplie<l without making a reference to e\ery district in the Tioviuce, an 
expenditure of time and labour which would not he justified. 

1937. 1942.' 

(h) Numl)er of registrationB ... 400,537 964,596 

Number of notices ... 1,106,183 2,475,063 
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(<) At Kh.'H) iM*r meriHem at SaJar and Sadar joint offices and at Rs.25 
at mufasHal offices suf>ject to the disix)«4d of a minimum of i,000 notices. 
Before July, the muhurrirs used to he paid at annas 4 f>er tenancy. 

(r/) KH.48,9d2. 

(e) The services of the muharrirs have not been disi>ensed with. 

(j) TtH.d,73,498. 

1942—118.7,73,799. 

(f/) 1937 — 27 per cent. 

1942 — 8 i)er cent. 

These |K>rcentage8 icpresent the exi»eiiditiire inclined under the head.s 
“Beri^ml Tenancy Act EstahliHhment” and “Benjral Tenancy Act ('ontin- 
^foncies” of the Kej^istration Bud»-et There is In^sides expenditure such as 
projMirtiouate cost of sniHTvision. house rent, office estafdisijnient, forms, 
Htationery, etc., incurred under other lieads of ex])eiiditiire of the Ite^istia- 
tion Budget, 'fliere uie moreover no Ifen^ral Ti*nanc\ Act nuihurrirs excej)t 
at the Sadar offic(‘s and some Id^- offices in tin* jr»terior. Ihe woik is 
managed in other office.s h\ the meiiilH*rs of the general estahlishment and 
expenditure is dehitisl to other hmuls. The low ])ercentuge of 1IM2 i.s due 
to the fact that from IfMl, the notices afe being served (hrougli the C^illec- 
torate instead of through the post by the Begist(*riiig Officers direct. In 
many jdaces collectors have to im ur additional lost of l)<)at hire and similar 
exj>t*uditure. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Ibni hie Minister 
lie plea.sed to state whether the work that is heing done as additional work 
is done by the permanent establisliment or h\ a t(^ipoiar\ establishment 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want ni>tice. 

Guru Training admission test examination in Tippera. 

*B. Mauivi ABDUL WANED: Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Education Department fie plea.sed to slatt* — 

(a) who were the exuminers ot the last (iuni Tiaining mlmission last 
examination in the ilistiict oi TipjM'ia; 

(h) how’ many candidates ajijHaired in tlie said examimition ; 

(c) the names of the candidates coming out sinMcssful in the examina* 

tion ; 

(d) whether any non-teachei was allowed to apjieiir in the examination; 

(e) the marks ofitained by the candiilates; 

(/) whether examination pajiers are preserveil; 

(fj) in what press the questions for the last said examination were 
printed ; and 

(h) whether it is a fact that the questions were out before the examina- 
tion was held? 
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Th* Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAMi «i) Ttto Hwid Master of 
Primary Trainiiijr Schools and <<to teachers in char^re of Primary Training 
Centres of the ilistritt of Tippera. 

(b) J’ive hu lulled ami fifty i«!ulidafe.*<. 

(c) A statement j^’-ivin^f the infonnation is laid on the Lilwary laHlo. 

id) No. 

(e) A statement ^K*^ivin^r the intoimation is laul on the Lihrary Table. 

if) Yes. 

(g) In the “Nazeria Press”, ComillH. 

(h) No. 

Shelters for the passers-by. 

*7. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will th< Hon hie Idinister 
in ehar^'e of tlu* (’onimiiinCations and Works Depariment Ih^ pleased to 
state — 

(f/) wliethei aii\ !ii f an^OMneiit’. have houii made lor tlu* shelters of the 
^ pa‘>seT''-hv during'- air lauP o\er (’aleiitt.i. Chitta^ron^ and Feiii ; 

and 

ih) whether any -teps have been taken ftir piovidinjf the labourers, 
hu.^^tcr duell(*rs and othei poor peoples of ('aleiitta, ('hittu^ong 
and Feni aith shelters fluring Jiii raids' 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): Yes. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the lloiride Minister be pleased 

to tf'll the House ^\hat classes of ''lH*ller have h(‘en cfinstriiclefl ul Chillaj^ong 
aufl Feni !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Slit treiKhes, parabolic 

trenches ami buiblings, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to 
state as to 1k»w man> persons aj»pi‘o.\imateIy can be accommodatf'd in the 
shelters in Calcutta Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: in ( alcuttu the shelters 
can accommodate persons. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon bb Miriister he pleased 
to state what is the cfuulitifin of the vlif trenches in Calcutta after the 
rains and what impnivement <1(» (»ov»*r!iiiient propose to make mi themy 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: It is open to every 
member to go and see for Ijimself. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIODIQI: May I on a point of order, SirP 
Can the Hon'hle Mini-^ter in answering a question sa\ that the honfiiirable 
member slmuld gf> and see for himself y Can he run away from answering 
the question in this way? 
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The Hofl’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIR: What I said was that 
it was open to the honourable member to see for himself. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDlQIs May I hav'e your ruliiij^ on mv point 
of onler, Sir^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, if is well-known to this House that the 
Speaker has ^ot no authority to compel a Minister to answer a question in 
a particular way. Of course, 1 feel that the way in which the answer has 
been ^iven is not fjuite proper. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARODA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir. then 1 must ask 
for iK»lice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : Sir, an answer wa^ g’iven to my first 
question hut to my ])ositive question to whether an\ imjiiovement has 
been made by Oovernment 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I he Minister has re]»lieil that he wants notice. 

Re-excavation of the silting up portion of Satkhira khai. 

8. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (//) Is the Hen hit* Ministei in charge of tli^e 
(^ommunieation.s and Works Department awan — 

(/) that there is a canal h\ the town of Satkliiia iKhulnat. 

(i/) that th(‘ dead and dyin^^ vi\er Nowkhali was (‘xcavated in the year 
ntd(S and joined with the Satkhira /.//o/ at Thanaehata ; 

(///) that till' Satkhira Canal was hein^ silted up till the \ear IDdh; 

(fr) that the silt ot the Satkliiia U/f/Z tioin Thaiiaehata to Maiishacha]» 
was cleared up in the \eai llt-lh; 

(r) that a canal was du^r ,so as to join the Sonai and the Nnwkhali 
to^^etluM' in the yeai l!t41 ; 

(n) that the tlow-tide ot the Satkhira I/h// ( ominj^' from the river 
Marishuchap would iiijjrt'ss up to Mune jdace he\ond Thana^hata 
till excavation of the Nowkhali; 

(rn) that after excavation of the Nowkhali the flow-tide of Satkhira I'/uzZ 
has been ingressin^ into the Nowkhali /i/iaZ. 

(nil) that after exeavation ot the Satkhira kha! anil Xowkhali khal the 
ulmndoned portion of the Satkhira kZial, viz.. Thauaghata to 
K heinrdanjri . is hi'in^ silted up; 

(nr) that a larp:e numher of peojde of the Satkhira subdivision has been 
put to diflieiilty on aeeouni of siltinj; uj» of the abandoned portion 
of the Satkhira khttl : and 

(rl that it heeomes unmivipihle durin^> the periotl of the first hours 
of flow -tide and last d hours of the ebb-tide!" 

(h) If the answers to (u) are in the aftirmative, are the thneriiment con- 
sidering the desirability of excavating the said al>andoued portion of the 
Satkhira khni? 

The Hon’Mt Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: {a) (i) to (nV) and (4*) 

Yes, 
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(rm) The channel from Thanairhata to Khejnrdanjri is being: silted up 
from a lonp time chie to the meeting* of tides from both ends. 

{u) Yes. This is a shtirt naviirable rente between the Satkhira khal and 
the Betna river. 

(6) The matter will be i n vest ijra ted. 

If. on invest ijration, the Department is satisfied about the desirability of 
excavating: it Government will take neressary steps. 


Establishment of the Camouflage Department* 

*9. Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Ilon'ble Minister in charg:e of 
the CommunicatinnR and Works De|>artiuent Iw* plejised to lay on the Tab!© 
a statement showing— 

(o) when the CannniH.ige I)>'partment ha^ been established in this 
IVovinee : 

Gy» (1> tin* rmmex ot the ofbiriv. ('Ji tluM! «|ualitH‘.il ion*, and designa- 
tions, and ('ll ^.ilaiv di.iwn b\ e.ieli (*f them, r.mk h\ rank; and 
{ft (I) the numhei of Hu?ni.i ev.iniers wotkiiig in this Department, 
i‘J) tlieii naiiit-s, (‘*i “..tlan di.iun heie. ami <!• salai\ last drawn 
at Burma 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN; > / The J1 t Nov<mher, 

mi. 

i/j) and (rt Stalenieiitv .no laid on the 'I aide 


SicUcmnitt nferrcd to m rfphf to clou'irs (!>) and (c) of xtarrfd qnrMion So. 9, 


St.^tkmknt No. 1. 


Name of the Oflicer, 

- 

GuHlitieatioiiH and 
itatioti. 

Sular}' drawn hy oin h. rank 
V>y rank. 

Mr, T. E(tmon<lMir», o b k 

A M .S A , Ft A A . fuTrrmii 

JiniWH pa^ III llie Hcule of his 


eiit tio\«Tnnu*nt ArchiU*ot, 

Hubrttaiitn e vj/., (lov- 


Heinyal. 

KcgiormI (uiiiouflage Ofliet'r, 

er incut Architect, Bengal. 

Mni. H. M. Edinondnion 

.Studied Art in FaiKlaiid for 
five yearn. oht4ijiu*<I wholar 
nhip from tin* Art .Sehofd 
at Harrogut^. to tJie K<^yal 
(■<»nep»* of Art where hIio 
H tiKli«‘d ar<‘hiU‘c*ture. 

Deputy li<*^ionaI ('anu»u- 

fia^rr Dflieor. }V.ngah 

lix.fkKi per rnetiiiefn plu9 
Hh 8(1 jx*r ineiiwein (motor 
ear al]owan('(*'|. 

Mr. H. E. H, Hartley i 

A.I.E E (Eu^flaruii. Per- 

iiuiueiit ElecirK-al Exe- 

cutive Eiijfiuevr, 
i>epuly Rejiioiial ( uiiiouflape J 
(ttticer. Heritfal | 

Drawn fiay in the ncale of hia 
. Hiilmtantive pint, vi/.., Eh+e- 
(fical Exwiitive Engi* 

ni^T. fjlu^ Ba.75 per rrieriMom 
! (inot<ir car allowance). 

Mr. M. K. Gho«h 

{Eng 1 . . 

pfT ineiiNem pht§ 

j 

! 

1 AH.<tf»tant ( arnouflagr* f)rtieer ] 

R.S .Vt fHT men«em (motor 
car allowance). 

Mr. Azimuddin Ahnie<l 

' H-E. 

*Aanii.t«nt C'amoufiage Oftaw. i 

Hn 2(8) p#^ menaein plus 

Ke.oO per merwem (motor 
car allowance ). 
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Statement No. II. 


Number of Burma 
avaoueos work- 
ing in the 
Camouflage 
Department. 

Name, 

Salary drawn here. 

Last salary drawn at 
Burma. 

One 

Mr, M. K. Ghotih. b.sc. j 

R«.3.'>0 per roenwem 

R8.350 per mensem 


(Eng.), 1 

plus Rs.SO per 

plus Rs.50 per 


1 

meneem (motor 

mensem (motor car 


1 

car allowance). 

allowance). 


Amount drawn by M.L.As. for duto and other propaganda works from tho 
Provincial revenues. 

MO. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: (d) Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Finance l)ej)artinent be pleased to >late whether any member 
or nierabers of the Bengal Legi.slutivf* As>embl.\ ha> nr have drawn any 
amount from the Ibovincial reveniie.s from l>t A])ril, U»4‘2. to the ‘ASth 
February, lJi4d, towards — 

(i) Jute Bropaganda works; 

(ii) Orow' More Food ('ampuign; aiid 

{III) Cominuna! Flarnnmy B?(>])agafid:i y 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the attirmative. will the Hon’ble Mini>ter 
he pleased to state separatel\ the amount drawn b\ eai h of tho membersy 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): {<n No membei ot the Bengal l.egislative 
Assembly ha.s drawn an\ thing tmm Bi<>\ineial n‘\enm‘N Im an> ol llie items 
mentioned in the ([m*stion. 

(h) Does not arise 

Uniformity of weights in Rangpur district. 

Ml. Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Is the Hon lie Minister in 

charge of the ('ommerce, I.abour ami Industries Department aware that 
three kinds of weights, namely, iSP. !t(> ainl tit* tolas per seei . are used in 
shopvS, bazars, etc., in the district of KangpurP 

(5) If so. is the Hon ble Minister considering the desirability of intro- 
ducing standard weight in Uie particular locality for the benefit of the 
public y 

(cl If the answer to ih\ is in the affirmative, will the HoiFble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he prop(>ses to take in the matter? 

(d) Do the (lovernment contemplate introducing a Bill in the ensuing 
session of the AssemblN for the puqiosey 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT8 (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Bhahabuddin) : (a) Yes. 
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{h) to i(h Altlioujfh the StauflanLs of Weight Aet, J939, framed by the 
Central (Tovernnieut has been in force with effect from the 1st July, 1942, 
its enforcement in thi.s Province is pending initiation ofip a provincial 
legislation . 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ho!ri>le Minister be pleavsed 

to state when does he propose to tiring the initiutijin of u provincial legisla- 
tion ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 intend to take all possible 
steps to bring a legi>lation next session. 


Silspafiaiofi of the realisation of agricultinal loans within Natore subdivision^ 

*12. Nazi ABUL MA8UD: (r/i Will the Hon'tde Minister in charge 
<d tlie Itevenue jX*|)artin<*nt l»e pleaded to state whether it i?. a fact that dne 
to failure of cro))'* and econoniie di'^tress tlie affiM'ttM] jaaijile of Xatore suh- 
flivision sulunitted a nunilier <»f petitions re<|ue>ting the local authority to 
st(*j) realisation of agricultural loaii"!" 

(ft) If the ans\Ner t(» (//i is m the affii niative, mil the llou’hle Minister 
be f) leased to stiite — 

(/' the nunilier of such jM'tifion.s filed; 

in) wliethei an\ eii<|iin\ has }n*en made intr» the inatt(*r ; and 

(oM Mhclhei an\ legistei or record has been niaintained in the Disti'ict 
oflice oi in ihe Suhtlivisional oHice to enteitain these petitions and 
to etilei the result thereof!*' 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea) : 1 1 \ es. 

(h) (n AH. 

( ti I Yes. 

(fn) Yes, a register is maintained. 

Kazi ABUL MA8U0: Will the Hon’hle Minister lie pleased to state what 
action has been taken h\ th(» t i(»vernn»enl , whether there has hemi a susjien- 
sipii of tile realisation of agricultural loan!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, after enquiry 
HUsperision has been made in deservdng cases. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to state 
the amount of money, the reali.sation of which has been .sus[ien<Ie<l K 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Rs 4.OK1 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to .state how 
agricultural loans are given!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Appointment of Assistant Engineers in Communications and Works 
Department. 

1. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (//) Is the II()ir})le Minister in charge 
of the Corninuiiications aiul Works l>ei>artineni aware — 

(/) tlial four j)osts oi Assistant Engineers in the ('onimunications and 
Euihlings Itran^ h ot tin* ( 'oninmnicatioris and Works Depai tment, 
(iovernnienl of Bengal, were advertised in the ('ulruiia (iazctte, 
Noveniher Id. of IfMI : and 

{n) that two of these posts were reserved for Muslim (‘andidate^y 
{})) Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) how many Muslim (‘undidah^s applie<l for tlie jsists; 

(/i) how many oi them had the minimum re(jui‘'ile (jualifications ; and 
(n/) whetlier h(»tli the |M)sts reser\<*d lor tin* Muslim- were filled ujj hy 
the Muslim candidates !" 

(c) If the answer to ( />) (///} i> in the negative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons thereof ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: u/) Yes 

(h) (i) Three. 

(n) Two. 

(in) No. The candidates wlio ap[)lied w»‘re not recommended hy the 
Public Service ( ommission. Tlu* vacanci<‘s were again ad\<*rtised. 

(r) Out of the two candidates eligible for apiiointmcMit , one w’as not 
interviewed hy the (’ommission as he did not file a Treasury ehalan with 
his a))[)lication and the other, in the ojuiiion ot tin* Commission, was not 
only l)elow’ the standard of intelligence reipiired for appointment to the jmst 
but also helow’ the standard of engineering knowledge recpiired. Suhse- 
quontly, these two posts were eomhined with tw’o other ]K»sts, al.so reserved 
for Muslims, and th(' Public Servna* (^ommission ha\e recommended four 
Muslim eandidates far these four posts. Two of them have joined their 
posts hut the other two candidates have not yet heim released from their 
present employment to join their jrosts under this (Tovernmeiit. 

Number of Middle English Schools recognised in Mymensingh and Dacca. 

2. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (o) M ill the TTon’hle Minister in 
eharge of the Education Department he pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
nient showing separately the present numlier of — 

(i) recognised middle English schools; 

(ti) Government aided middle English schools; 
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(iii) District Board aided middle Enplisli schools; and 
(/?') uiirec ognisetl iiiid<lje Kii;ilish sclHud.N in the districts ot (1) Dacca, 
and (2'i Mvmen‘*inph I" 

(h) Will the Don’ hie Minister ho pleased to state what steps he proposes 
to take for the sprea<l of education aiuoiig-st the musses ^ 

(c) Is the Iloii'hlo Minister ('onsiderinjr the desirahilitv of increasing the 
number of (joveininent aided middle Enjrlish schools in the district of 
Mymensin^jh from tin* coming tlnancial yeai of l!>4d-44 for the purjtose? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A statement is laid on 

the Table. 

(/>) Education i" In'in;; spread amon^^ the masses hv the introduction of 
the F ree I‘rimar\- fldnoation Scloune and by the estahlisliment of a number 
of adult schools. 

(c^ Yes. as far as funds permit. 

Strttrmr)it nfrrrfff fo ht ’< y;/v 1o (a) (if u (sfmrKl (fUCMfidH So. 2. 


iJnrra. 

Hin^h. 

(f) Horojiiii-ifvl Kiiyli-li .. ll’l IH-') 

(k) ( •(■N’t'rnijK'iit uh1<<i tiudcllr Kii^'IisIi -IH 3ft 

0»*| Kn^'h'-h ‘-('hn<ils TT* ft3 

(M ) I nn'' iiuddle Ktn.'h^'li Kih«*<»li» in tJio 

<li->tr:rt "f Ji I»a»ta. iind (I’l 1.') Nil 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In view ot the tact that ( JovernuHMil )^rant 
lias he(‘ii ^.ri'cii tu a niuch le-'^ tiumher oi seiiool*. m lh(‘ disliict of Myinen- 
sinjjrli. will the flon'hlc Mim'^ter he pleased to increase the numher of 
(iovernmenl-aided "cIkmiIs in dial distrieiy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. the matter will he 
looked into. 

Reconstitution of the next Governing Body of the Ahsanullah School of 
Engineering, Dacca. 

3. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: un Will the Hon'lde Minister in churf^^e 
of the Edn.ation Dejiartmiuit he plea^ril in state when (he ii(‘x( (iov«*rnjng 
Body of the Ah*»annllali .Sihoid <d Knj’ineeriiij;, J)u(<a. woiiji] he reconsti- 
tuted 'f 

{h} Ts it a fact fljat no Srheduled ( aste memher has ♦‘ver hf‘en re])re- 
ftented in the saiil Board y 

(ct Jf the answer to {h\ is in the aflirniative, is the Ilon’hle Minister 
considering?' the desirahilitv of ^eoirin^^ ad»*<juate rejireseniation of Sclieduled 
Caste ( andiflates on that hod\ !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: iai in June, 1944. 

ih) Yes. 

ic) The question will Ik? cou.sidered at the lime of the next constitution 
of the Governing Body. 
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Shortage of small coins. 

4. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: in) Is tlu Hon ble Minister in 
chjirg’c ol the (’oitinieree and Labour Deivartineut aware — 

ii) that there is aeute shoitage ol .small coins in the Province; and 

(u) that the small trade and commerce have been put to much difficulties 
du(* t<* such shortage of small coins ^ 

(/>) If the answer tf> (a) is in the affirmative, will ihe Hon’ble Minister 
b<‘ please<l tfj state what stejrs. if any, (Tovernment has taken in the matter? 

The Hon’hle Mr. KHWAJA SHAHABUDDIN: ud Yes. 

(h) Ah “Currency, coinage and legal tender” is a Central subject, the 
matter is one for the Central Government tc consider. The Provincial 
(}»jvernment are, however, taking action against hi>arding of small coins 
which aj>|)ears to Ih" one of the causi's td tiie shoitage. 

Bobu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whethei the Provincial Government have taken an\ action e.xcejd 
“taking action against hoarding.' of small coins winch ajijieais to lie one 
of the causes of the .shortage”? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID (Parliamentary Secretary): Government 

have issued instructions to all District Gfiicers 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (hi a point ot onlci. Sir I find tlie 
tiuestion bein^ replied ti» b\ nm* w bo is not a responsible Mmistei of tlie 
Government In comieclion with recent Habeas ( oipus jietitioiis beioie the 
High (’ouil the All voca1e-( ieiieral id the Province argued oi sought to 
argue, though il was not accepted b\ the Court, that the siateinents made 
by Ministers in repl_\ to (juestions are not necessaril\ statements ot (iovern- 
meiit and be made a differmice between a statiMiient made b\ a Ministi*r on 
behalf ()f the (lovernimmt and b\ a membei ot the House 1 juesuim*. Sir, 
that when an ordiiiar\ member of the Hoii.se. who has no n*s]>oiisihi]ity for 
the administiat ion (d Government and is not tum tioimig toi and on behalf 
of Government, leplies, the House cannot ]m»nsiI)I\ be s.nistied with the 
reply as ladng a repl> of the Government. In the circumstances I liumbly 
.submit to Nou, Sii-, that it would not be in order tor any per.son other than 
one who speaks on liehalf of (biveinment to reply to a (jiiestion put in the 
House unless it is a (luestion directeil to a jmvute member. There may be 
questions under the rules directeil to private meml»er.s for eliciting informa- 
tion. I submit. Sir, that MHiips or Parliamentar\ Secretaries come under 
the category of private members and they can repl\ to questions put to 
private members, but when questions are put .seeking some information from 
Government, it is only somebodx responsible tor the ailmiiiistration of 
Government who should come forward with a replv if the Hou.se is to be 
satisfied with that reply. 
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Mr« SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, so far as the first part of your stateiiient is 
concerned, iiainely, what arji'unient was advanre4i hy the Advocate-deiieral 
or not and whether it was accepte<l or not. we have iiothiufr to do w'ith it 
here. But the question is whether a Parliamentary Secretary should be 
allowed to answer questions. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (bi belialf of (government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, on behalf of (iovernmeiit. That is the point for 
consideration here. The jiraefiee. as far as 1 kimw, prevalent in this House 
has been (hat Parliamenlarv Secretaries have been alh*v\ed to answer (jues- 
tious. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. <ml> one Parliamentary Secre- 
tary was allowed once in the absence of the Minister in (’hai>re. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am referring to that In fa<*l, tlu*re has bctoi such 
an <»e('asi(Ui and no e.xeeption to it, so fat as I remember, was ttiken by 
any body . 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 'I'hat wa** in tin* abstoiee of the Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y(Mi mean to say that in tin* absence ot (In* Minister, 
the Pat liamentai \ .'seciefary will be competent Imt u lien (In* Minister is 
preseiif . he w ill not be 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M\ ai^^nmcnt i" that in the abs»*nre even 
of the Ministci the Ihu liamentarx SiM ietaiy i" ihm conip»*lent. but (here 
may be souk* aiithorit\ oiven (<• that Pailiamcntaiy .Secietary in his absence to 
sj)t‘ak on )>chalt ol (iovcinment that nia\ b»* aiyncd. wliicli am* do not know. 
But, Sit. Ill tin* )>ies4*Mce ol tin* Mini^t**! in chiirirc then* cannot In* the 
sli^’^litest pist ificat loll t<n .in\bod\ and cvci\}»o<l\ pntlino up some kiml 
of defence on behall ol ( ioveinment ami then* m no pio\isioii in (he Hul(*s 
for anybody other than tlie Ministj*! to leply. The Pules do not «‘mpow<‘r 
anybody «‘lse. We are to be j.runled b\ tin* jn(‘scnt lulcs. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Pule ‘51 '.a\s: “(^nestion** shall be put ami answers 
friven in such manner as the Spi-akiT may determine 1 do not know if 
any re),rulation has been math* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ye*^. Sir, that is m Appendix VI. You 

will find that on pa^Jtes o.fi ot the Sj)eaker's J{«‘milations. 'I'hat disposes of 
your enquiry re^ardin^^ this matter 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: In this ('onnection, may I 
submit for your information 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In st a minute. 

Dr. NALIIIAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. may I add one w(»rd in connection 
wdth my point of onler This jndnt of order is not one whicli is only fri- 
volou.sly rai.sed to jirevent somebody from speakin#^. I have raised it <in a 
most important constitutional issue and 1 submit that if t hkn uoi nt of order 
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is ncrrpifd 1>y you— as I think in your wisdom you will — then Parliamentary 
Sei refaries wiJI have absolutely no job and there will be no justification for 
payment of salaries to them. That will be a very interesting situation. 

Mfi SPEAKER; That is a different point. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, may I put in a supple- 

mentary argument in support of the jioifit of (jrdery I will invite your 
attention to page b of the Speaker’s Regulations and there is Rule 4: “At 
question-time the Secretary shall in the case of a question which has to be 
answered orally specify the serial number of tlie (juestion and forthwith 
call upon the Minister in charge to rejd>.“ Sir, here is a specific reference 
to the Minister ill charge and not to anv Ibirliamenlarv Secretai v. The 
Rules do not (ronteinidate any answers being ottered b\ tlie Parliamentary 
Secreturt^ 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Ma\ I '-ay something. Sir^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: ttrder please* 111 Itule I nj the Rengal liCgislative 
Assembl\ Procedure Hulo. theie is iht* detiiii:i<m of the word “Ministei”. 
“Minister means a Member ot tin* ( ouncil (d M nii''i«‘r’'. and includes any 
member to whom sueli Minister max deh'gate an> tum'tion a'-sigueil to him 
under these* rub**'. 

Thereiore it an\ authorilx has be*t*n <le*l(*gated to the' honourable member 
xvlio was aiisw'to'iu^ it, it is p<*iteetl\ in or<le’ that he Hqdies to this (juestion. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, max we then e‘nquir<‘ if x on had 
any dele*gation notified to you In tli.o ease the jteisou delegating and 
the person delegated eanmd botli simultaneousK luneiion— euther one or the 
other should funetioii. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is II IMiitIrr lit iii"iiMifiil 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I nmil l lik(' to diaw X(*ur attention to 
tin’s point. ,\ Minister can d«*legate* some* powe'i- to some members, but it 
is for ei'iisulerat mu xshe'ther it is de*sirabl»* oi adxisalde or ]»ermissible tn dix 
so XX hen the Ministe*r himstdf is present heie 1I»‘ max have delegated his 
powe*rs to seimebodx else to aiiswei this (pi(*-.tn,a perliaps to avoid some 
un}deaNantness j»r some* respoiisihilit x 

Mr. SPEAKER: (bdei. orde‘r You aie arguing. The rules are' clear 
on this ]M)int. The*re* max be a Immlreil and um* leasniis wliieli max induce 
the Minister in eliarge to <b*legate some part ot bis dutit's to a Parliamentary 
St'cretary. We eaiinot at least ! cannot sitting here - eiujuire as ti* xvhat 
those reasons are. If xou teel aggiieved, x ou haxe got a proper remedy. 
All (bat is neeessarx for me to ascertain at this stage is whether Mr. Abdul 
Majid has got the autboritx to replx to this question. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Deb ‘gation cannot be presumed by 
construction. Have you, Mr. Speaker, made anx rules autb(wising the 
Parliainentury Secretary to reply? 
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Mr» SPEAKER: This is a rule made by this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, as 1 was suhmittingr 
in all the provinces where Parliamentar\ Secretaries have been appointed, 
the practice is thai most ot the question.s are answered b\ Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The rules are difterent 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Ke^rardin^ the information 
you wanted fo kno^ , Sir, the nece.^sarx rules have been framed defining? 
the duties of Parliamentary Sei'ietanes and one of the duties is answerinjt 
questions and Mr. Abdul Maji<l who ha** lieen attaidied to the Commerce 
and liabour Department ha> the necessary authority trom me to answer this 
question. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ntten oi un w ritlen 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That doc'* not matter I take it tluif he ha> bi*en deh*- 
jjated the power to answer the (juestion I think la* can aii'^wer it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Another point ut order. Sir. The 

Jlon'l !e Miiii‘*ler in ehar^'-e oj I ornrneice and Lahoiir ha^ jiisf no^\ mentioruMl 
to you that '<«mie iub'> li.i\e hern Iraiiied detinin^ the diitie'. and }»oVM*i’s 
of Ihinhimeritar \ Seciefanrv arnl if is one ot sueh rules under w hich they 
are to answer questions M\ point of order is that in the al>,seriee ot a copy 
ot sii(di rules lieiiiL: siipjdied t(t the ineinhcrs. jnid in parlieulin lo (he 
Spiniker. will the .'^pe.ikt r take ,n)\ eotjnisance of (he e\ist<>ii<‘e «d s'line ruh' 
or rult*s contrary to the rules ol the Assemhly ^ por tli(‘ pntj)os(> of the 
Assetiihh work, the rules ale ditteient 'rhen* may lx* .some rules relalinfr 
to internal administialion of the ofhee of Minis(<‘r, hut we an* not eorie<*rned 
with the same. Hin rules must be so modified with the consent of the 
House, it necessary , as will permit answcr.s to be received from Parliarm'ntaiy 
Secretaries In the absence of rules to tliat effect, we have lo depend upon 
rule.s as the\ stand now . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr .'^an\al. voii ha\<* dealt with the pfuiit at very 
pieai leii^lli ami v >ii la\t* made vour poini pertecfh clear Put I think 
that you could also undcisrand that when tin* Hmi’lde Miiiislei was answioin'; 
he Was US1IIJ4- somewli.it joosi* lanjLtu.itrc about the tramin^ of iiih’s. The 
real (juestion is whether he }ia<l tlelejratod the authonls to the fionourahle 
member Mr. Abdul Ma.ii«l. That is wh\ I myself put a (jUestion to him and 
he replied that autliority ha*! been delefrated 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Hut won’t you eMimine the 
rules y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as thi.s Hou.se is concerneil, can 
we then be justified in presumintr that replies f^iven by Parliamentary 
Secretaries also commit the (iovernment in the same way as the replies of 
Hon'ble Ministers-in-charjre of the departments concerned? Otherwise it 
is no use proceeding. 
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Ur, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: "When <lele#?atiiig power is there any 
limit to Mifli rlelef^alion by Ministers!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That .question doe*, not arise. It is a 
simple fact and a simple issue. The issue is whether or not authority has 
heeii delc^»‘ated h_\ the Hon hie Minister to Mi'. Syed Ahdul Majid to answer 
(juestions, and the anH^^er of the Hon'hle Minister is that it has been 
dcdej^ated and I hope I have ^ot to accejit that as well as the House have 
^ot to accept that, ^ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 want to know whether there 
M’as any document regard in^ this dele^ration. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What are the rules which alh)w a 
Minister to delej^ate uutliorityr' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ph‘ase. There should not he an\ discus.sion 
iihout this matter. 1 have given in\ ruling. The HonTile Minister has 
stated categorically that authorit\ has h(*en delegated. That is enough 
[or me and for this House and I have allowed Mr. Ahdul Majid to answer 
jupstions. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 would like to know whether this 
luthority is for the jmrpose id this question only or it is a general delegation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a ])oiiit of intorinatioii . Sir. 1 would 
like to he informed hy tlie Hon'hle Ministers through \oii. Sir. whethei the 
HonTde Ministers in a hod\ have delegated their powers to the rarhamentary 
"secretaries in a hod\ h\ a doi'ument or h\ a jiowei id attorne\. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 

Mr. Majid, if you retuemher the last (piestion, will you jilease answer 
’ ’ 

Further supplementaries to unstarred question No. 4. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Sir. (iovernment had issued neces- 
mry instructions to all District Officers tor prosecution id persons found in 
possession of excess small coins and the> have further heen directed to 
yive the widest possible puhlicit\ that tlie iiifonuants shouhl he hand.somely 
rewanled. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, i\\\ (juestioii was whether (jovern- 
inent have taken any other action excetiting t>rosecution. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister or any person 
whom he may have authori.sed in this respect he pleased to state whether 
Cloverument have represented or consider the desirability of representing 
to the Government of India that immediate steps should be taken to meet 
lit.. oVi a 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement that 
hoarders and profiteers regard injr coins are to be proceeded against by the 
local offi(‘ial8 and that circulars have been sent to District Otticers to that 
effect, will the honourable member in charge at the i>resent nnnnent state 
if he is aware that in a case arising out of such action the Allahabad High 
Court decided that no such action was tenable in the absence of a clear^ 
definitioii of such “hoarding"? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: 1 am mu aw.ue oi that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: With relerencc to an*>w«*r (/i), will the 
honourable inember be ]dea'-ed to state what constitutes “hoard" and 
whether any hoard has since been uneartlied? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: \e‘.. Sir Som«‘ ImanU weie unearthed, 
I)rosecutions had betui startt-d and some perstms eoiivii teil. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y<»u have an>were<l one pait ol the ijucslion. He 
wants to know what constittites a “hoard". 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Tl lere is no <letiniti<in <d “lioarding", but 
it depends imue or Ics-, upon the judgment ol the particular otHcer who 
tries the case. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: I could not lolhov his answer. My 
question was; what coiiNtitutes a “hoard". 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He ha> gnen an ans wer. It imiN not be satisfactory 
to \ou, but that is his answer. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lionourable niembei please 
tell the House as to what is the standard according to which prosecution 
will be started before the Court deciiles regarding hoards, 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: That is r>m keeps .ma 1) coins more than 

one's personal (U hiisiness requirements. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: ill the hoiioural)le member please state 
if hoarding is not defined, how are the\ g(*ing to prosecute — on w’hat basis? 
How is prosecution to l)e started? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I have already an^were(l f)je (]uestioii. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ibm ble Munster he 
pleased to state whether as a result of these prosecutions any amount of 
small coins has been released and. if s<», what i.s that amount and whether 
that amount ha.s to any extent relieved the situation? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Not very much; and 1 cannot give the 
amount. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: How in a i>ers(m to kii(»w^ whether he is 
doing a lawful act in doing his busines.s regarding hinall coins when there 
is no definition of the word “hoarding”? 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Ah much as will be required for his 
business— that is the amount which he can keep. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: How is that necessity to be determined 
and on what basis and who will determine it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have allowed a number of supplementary questions 
on this point and it appears to me that the matter has been made absolutely 
clear, and I hope there will be no need for further supplementary questions. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: The answer '<a>s that hoarding* is one 
of the causes. May I know what are the other causes? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: That is due to the scarcity and high price 
of the metal. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the hnnourable member in order 
in replying that way? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are an old jiai liument.u laii Mr. Itiswas. and I ho])e 
you will not take up the time of the House by sjieaking in that way. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: AVill the honouialde member be pleased to 
inform the House what ])ublicit\ has been given to the rewards offered for 
information about hoards and hoarders? 

Mr. SYED ACDUL MAJID: 1 ^^ant mtH, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In vievN nt the difficulties revealed 
in questions and answers about ascertaining what is hoard and about the 
uncertain jiosilion arising thereirom, do not the ( lovernimoit thiiik it desii- 
able to define hoarding? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: tiovernmcnt ^^ill of course (‘omsider the 
questiou whether hoard has to be further defined. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Are honourable members of the 
Government not aware that the Hou’ble Sir Jeremy Raisman, declared on 
the floor ol the ('entral Legislative A''M*mbly that in the year 1942 small 
coins were minted fur in exeess of tin* quantity minted in the previous 
year? Jn vieM of that J want to know whether the honourable member 
is eorreet when he answered that it >\as owing to the scarcity and high 
price of the metul. 

(No answer.) 

Filling up af posts of Examiners of Accounts in office of R^istrar of Joint 
Stock Companies, Bengal. 

5. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI; {a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in chaige ol the (jninueue and Lahoui Dejwitineiit 
pleaded to state whether the two jiosts of Examiners of Accouuta reserved 
for the Muslims in the office of the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, 
Bengal, have yet been filled up? 
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{b) I# the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number; ami 

(/f) the academic qualifications ot the Muslim candidates who applied 
for the i)ost ? 

{(■) Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state the measures (iovem- 
ment have taken to fill u]) the })osts by Muslim eamliilatesy 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAUA SHAHABUDDIN: (oi No 

{h) (0 27. 

{ii) M.Com. 4 and B.t'om. 23. 

{(') Some (if the applicants ha\(‘ been iiiterx ie\ve<l and examined and a 
pielinnnar\ selection has made I'inal selection ha.s been delayed aS 

certain leciunmendatioiis of the Kegistiar. J<»int Stock ( ’ompanie.s, on the 
question of qualification are under the con.sideiation of (iovernnnmt . 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reierence to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister Ih' pleased to state who has made the preliminary selec- 
tion ? 

The Hon'ble Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The Itegistrai of the 
Joint Stock Companies 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will tlie Hon'ble Minister be jdeased to 
state ho^' dot‘^ the (iuesiion of recommendation of the Registrar, Joint 
Stock (’ompanie^. come in after the final selection is made on the question 
ol (jiiaiification^? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 uoul.l hk. to take 

the IIoiFe into m\ confidenct‘ and give the whole story about these apimint- 
meiiH I’jghteeii J^osl^ were samtioned 1)_\ the fiovernment of India as 
additional jiosts for the office* of the Ilegivtrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
Six ot these jiosts were in the upf><*r division and 12 in tlte lower division. 
The (iovernment of llengal de<*ide<l that the Communal Itatio It ales slioiild 
be applied to tliese ajjpoiiitment*' 'I'hese appointments in the upper ilivi- 
sion comprised of — 

1 Superintendent. 

2 Local Kxaminefs of A< count-', and 

3 Upper Division as.sistant** 

The remaining 12 post's were t\|Msts and lower division clerks and these* 
are going to In* separate'K treaU*<l ami the Ccimmunal Hutio Itules applied. 
As regards the tio-sts in tlie upper division. 3 were fillwl up hy promotion 
from the lower division of non-matri< clerks, all Hindus. Still, then* were 
left 3 posts. The Superintendent's post has been filled up by the head 
clerk of the* office of the FJedricul Lngirie*cr. So, the Bengal (iovernment 
decide‘d that the other 2 jeeests sheiiild go to the Muslims A memorial was 
submitted 

Mr. SPEAKER: Make it short, please. 

3 
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Tilt Hon’bit Mr. Khlifaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I shall make it very 
short. The memorial was submitted that .this man who had been brought 
in was working as Superintendent and that as it would be very ii^convenient 
for him to revert he might be allowed to continue in that post. To that I 
was fold, my predecessor in office, and the ex-C'hief Minister, agreed. 
Out of h appointments in the upper division 4 have gone to Hindus and the 
2 Local Examiners of Accounts, it has been decided, should go to Muslims, 
(jfovernment fixed the qualifications for the Local Examiners of Accounts 
as JL Com. with a knowledge of advance actouiitiug or M. Com. The 
llegistrar of the Joint Stock (omj>aiiie.s raised the objection and put in 
an advertisement not on the basis of qualifications fixed by the local Govern- 
ment but inserting certain higher qualifications although the qualifications 
suggested by the Government of Bengal sufficed for men appointed to the 
; Income-tax Office drawing higher salaries and holding more responsible 
Positions. The Government wanted that the Kegistrar of Joint Stock 
Companies should fill up these posts by Muslims. He protested and put 
hi an appeal. The question of complaint is thii. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. speakci, Sir, I would like to draw' 

your attention to the fact that the Hon’blc Minister is cjuite irrelevant. 

% 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We want to know tiie wlmle historv. 

Mr. SPEAKER. There is no reason for resentment from this side of 
the House or that. On this question, we are not formulating any policy. 

I have allowed the Hon’ble Minister to make a statement by way of 
explanation and I iiope he would be as brief as ixissible. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: N w. the jmsition is 
this. The Registrar of Joint Stock (%>mpanies ha^ put in an appeal to 
the llon’ble Member in charge of the Commerce Department of the Govern- 
ment of India and that appeal is pending. Therefore, these posts are being 
held up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I.'* it a f.ict that ihe recommendations 
of the Kegistrar t)f Joint Stock Companies regarding the minimum quali- 
fieutioiis for the Examiner of Aecounts were fiouted by the Provincial 
Government and that qualifieatious lower than those suggested by the 
Kegistrar w’ere desired to be put in hv the local (ioverniuent 

Tho Hon’bto Mr. Khwojo SHAHABUDDIN: I have already explain- 
ed that the local Government fixed the minimum qualification for these 
posts us B. Com. with advance accounting or M. Com. The Registrar of 
Joint Stock Companies did not agree and recommended some other quali- 
fications. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. W ill the Hon ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the qualifications which the Registrar required? Is it the 
Accountancy qualification of G.D.A. or R.A. which he considers to be the 
minimum qualification laid down by the Government of India for the JU>cal 



QUESTIONS. 


J94.1] 


2S 


Examiner^ of Accounts who will be entmstetl with the duty of auditing 
the accounts of public companies or has he suggested anything of his own 
accord ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The local Goverument 
were satisfied tliat the qualifications suggested by them were quite 
reasonable. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have not got the reply to my question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is the reply he has given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hle Minister he pleased to 
state if the Eegistrar of Joint Stock Companies has put in the same mini- 
mum (lualification.s which the (iovernment of India have laid down for 
the auditors who are competent to amlit accounts of firms, vir.., G.D.A. or 
E.A., or if he has suggested an\ thing absurd or anvthing l»cyond these? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN ; As far as 1 am aware 
nothing about the (jovcrnmeiit of India laying down minimum qualificationa 
was raised. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With regard to ansner (c), 1 would 
like t(» have from the Hon hie Mini.ster n<d a long statement about policy 
and programme hut a sliort repl\ on a jioint where he lias said that 
preliminary selection has been ma<le. Will he lx* jileased to inform the 
House on what l)asl^ tliis preliminary selection was made? Was it on 
[>er.sona) consideration or on th<* (pieHtiori of merit and (jualifications, pure 
and simple? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: A preliminary seh*ctioii 
ha.s been made by the Registrar of Joint Stock Companie.s, I hope this 
answer will disabuse the mind ot my honourable friend that no question 
of personal consideration did come in. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hou'hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether the three posts which we have come to learn from the 
statement mu(ie were filled by non-matriculate Hindus went to pertKins 
possessing any Accountancy degree like the G.D.A or the R.A.P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: thi a isnnt ol personal explanation, Sir. 
This is a question arising out of a question I have put, and my friend, 
Mr. Israil, will permit me to exjilaiu the position. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: < hi a point ol ordei, .^ir When .i member 
asks a supplementary question, is it open to another memher to rise on a 
personal explanation in reference to that question? 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Fa/dur Uahman, J)r. Saiivul ro.se on a point of 
personal explanation and whether or not a personal explanation does arise 
in this connection is a matter for the decision of the Speaker. I have not 
yet decided whether I will allow him to make a jiersonal explanation but 
it is always open to a member to rise on a personal explanation. 

MaulYi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I have put the question and I want an 
answer. 
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Th$ Hofl’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: In the first place with 
regard to the three posts it was not necessary to see to Accountancy quali- 
fications because they were posts of lower division clerks. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI: Is it a case where pure accountancy 
or auditing is essential? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: After full considera- 
tion (iovernmeiit decided that the qualifications, M. Com. and B. Com., 
are suitable for the purpose. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state whether there is any difference in the nature of the work to be 
done by the four promoteeb to the posts mentioned in the question? 

The Hon*bl0 Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: of the lour po.sts one 
is that of the Superintendent of the office and it is not included among 
those filled by non-matriculatcs The other three posts filled by non- 
matriculates were clerical posts. Two posts under (luestion were of Local 
Examiner of Accounts and they were <|uite different. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is the llon'ble Minister aware that 
the posts of Examiner of Accounts in the In(*ome-tax Dejiartmeut of the 
(lovernmeut oi India reriuire a minimum qualificatit>n which is much higher 
than IL ("om. or M. Com, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not going to allow (hat question in view ot the 
Htutement made b> Mr Shahaluiddin. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: in view id the ion;.! In^torx I.ehind 
these appointments will the (jluvernmeut consider the desirability ol jilacing 
all the facts before the Public Servici* Commisvsioii and obtain their recom- 
mendations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN S (joveinment do not consi- 
der that the Public Service ('ommission should be i*onsulted 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the llon'ble Miiaster consider 
the desirability of introiluciug a competitive examination amongst the 
Muslim candidates «o that reall\ deserving pei.MUib ma\ get in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; N(* (luestion of h(ddiDg 
a competitive examination did aiibc. 

Appointments in various departments in Rangpur. 

6. Mr. KSHETRANATH SINCHA: (o) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge ol the Agneultuie l>e|Kiitment 1 h* pleas'd las <»n the Table a 
Btatement showing — 

(i) the numlier of offieei.s apjxnutiHl in lli-l'J-Tf in \arious depiirtmenta 

uudei the dute U^g-ulutimi Scheme in the dieirict oi liaugpur; 

and 

(ii) the numher of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims and 

(3) Scheduled Caster? 
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(6) Is it a fact that some applitants have entered the service under false 
lepresentation of their beinj^ iuenil)ers belonjyinfr to Sche<luled Castes? 

(r) If so, what steps do the Govoniuient projx^se to take in the mutter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (ths 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (o) Ap])ointmenfs 
of ofiBcers in the Jute Rejnilation Department are ma<le on provineiul basis 
and it is not therefore possible to furnish K^ure> with refenoice to any 
particular district. 

(/O and (e) T have im intbrination in iep»rd to any false representation; 
but T shall be ^da<] tn inve'-tipate anv s\i( h raso if tluly iei>orted to me. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: In repl\ to ipn'-^tions (hi aixl (r), tlie ITon'ble 
Minister s^\>^ that he ha-' no nitormat i«>n tn rcpard t(» any false representn- 
tion but 1 h‘ will Ih* uhol to inve^tipatt* an\ surh cast* if duly rt'ported to 
him. Ibit I understand tliat then* an* a j»ood many cases of such false 
reprcsontation. Xow. will the Ilon blo Minister bo pleasoil to state whether 
lie thinks jt <losifa))l(' to luako a poneral investigation into this matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

I am not awaro ot an\ sin h faUr ropro-soiitat ion 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, nia\ I }ia\e now \oiir permihsion 
to movo jin adjoin uiiioiit motion? I liavc pivcn \ou notioo of an adjourn- 
ment imUnm on tin- h\ati(»n of raw jute prices, which runs thus: 

“Tills As>ri!iM\ do now adjourn to disciis., a definito mailer of iirpeut 
public iniimi tanct ami of recent (wcurreiice, namely, the fivation by the 
Indian Juti* Mills Association with the concurrotn’e of the (lovernment of 
Henpal of maximum prices of raw jute for the coininp season at Rs. If to 
Rs. 19 per maiind delivered at tlie mills in utter di.siepard of the interests 
of the eiiltivatoTs 

1 h.ive pot \our ccuiscoit 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is tin •re an\ oiijeetion to the motion? It runs thus: 
“This As.scmhiy do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urpent 
public importance and of recent occurrence “ 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, are you poinp to put the motion before 
the Hou.se? Is it in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I h.r\e onl\ piven m> consent. I think the practice 
is that after my consent has been piven, it is rearl out to the House and 
then I ask the rbivernment whetlier they have pot anythinp to say with 
regard to this and wliether it is in cerder or not. If then I see that it ia 
in order, then of course the {]U4-stioii of putting it arises. That is the 
procedure that is generally followed and I am going to follow that 
procedure. The motiim runs thus: 
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‘This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the fixation by the 
Indian Jute Mills Association w’ith the concurrence of the Government of 
Bengal of maximum prices of raw jute for the coming season at Rs. 14 to 
Rs. 19 per maund delivered at the mill in utter disregard of the interest 
of the cultivators/’ 

I would like to know if Sir Nazimuddin or the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
charge has anything to say with regard to this motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: .Sir, 1 submit that this 
adjournment motion is based al)solutely on wrong facts. The Government 
is not directly comterned with this matter: it is purely a matter between 
the Jute Mills themselves who have decided it. And this statement “with 
the concurrence of the (Jovernment *’ — 1 do not use a strong word — is not 
correct. The latter statement also that a consul tat i(Uj is going on with 
the Government of Bengal for the introduction of an Ordinance fixing the 
maximum i)rice — I again say, 1 do not delii)erately use a strong word — 
has absolutely no substance in it. Therefore the mutter has become abso- 
lutely a matter in which the Government has no concern or any 
responsibility. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: K it not a {..< t tho t the (Tovernnipnt 
of Bengal have agreed witli tlie Jut<‘ Mills Assiu iation in fixing the price 
of juteP 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 >a\ emphatically 
“No”. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: [> it m t a fact that the (lovernment 
of Bengal have agreed to the Jute Mills As'^ociation fixing the price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; Emphatically no. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, I would not like to use any strong 
language as my friend has tried to do. We have often got to take things 
as they are on facts that are coming from responsible persons in trade 
and the facts that have come through certain members of the Indian Jute 
Mills Association are that they had discussions with the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge in his room last week and be bad agreed. If these facts are 
denied that he had no discussion with an important member of the Jute 
Mills Association, I will certainly withdraw my motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is not only not a fact 
but I think it is a deliberate attempt to manufacture a false statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the denial by the Minister- 
in-cbarge of any knowledge of this matter and far less of approval, I shall 
certainly not proceed with the motion at this stage. 
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"^tattments by ax-Mitiittirs on tho oiroiMMtiiieos oonnootod with tMr 

^ resignation. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, under rule 103 of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Assembly Procedure Rules I ask for leave to make a statement regard- 
ing the circumstances connected with my resignation. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. 1 will also ask for similar leavo 
after Mr. Fazlul Iluq finishes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: ! ^ill also ask for similar leave. 

Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I wil! aNi) :i'«k for similar leave. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Anv mmey 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA$U:: it mil he V\ next time 

Point of Order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Sir. I snhmit that the rule . 

wlii<’h has hcea «jUoie<l. viz.. has been haHt*d on a cf>nv(‘ntion in the 

IIous»- oi ('oinmoiis, lirrr when one or t\v(» Ministers on resignation make 
a statement in tio House, hut us fai as I am uwar»‘ no cast* t'an he cited 
in l)ie House of ('ommoiis of n Ministry as such ever making a statement 
after (he> have resi^-io-d m a htuly. It is tdivitnis that this rule was never 
intended (Mr dot.K.sn (’iivndiu (iiiTA: It is obvious that this is not 
House of ('(mimtnis > I have alreatly said that on the basis of the House 
of (himmon.s pretedent this rule was framed. 1 will only rtMtuest those 
memher.s \Wio were imunlx-rs of the rule-making (’omrnittee to refresh their 
iiiemor\ . I tliink this (|uestion was disiuissed wlieu tlii.s rule was framed 
and it was >iiggested that a.s (here was sueli a I’orivention in the HoURe 
of Coinmons we sloMild have a rule accordingly. It in obvious that it wa« 
never intended tliat when an entire Miiii.stry re.sigued they should be 
allowed to make a statement. be*cau.s4‘ when the> resigned they had (heir 
party and they had also a following in the House and they eould, if they 
so desired, bring an\ matter tlu-y liked before the House by the various 
procedures that have been provided in the rule. For example, it is 
possible either b> a vote (d no-confiderice or by a censure motion to initiate 
a debate and explain thoir )>ositi<»n. When an individual Minister resigns 
from f»tfice he re^ign.^ fn.m the f»art\ and practically he dis.sociates himself 
from the part.\ to which he belonged and whirli was supporting him. 
Therefore, it is obvious that that Mini.ster mu.st get Home opportunity in 
the House to explain his position. 

Secondly, Sir, I submit that there is a proviso that a Minister may 
make a statement pertinent tliereto in reply to the statement of the roeml>er. 
Obviously thi^ in meant f(»r an eventuality when there is a Ministry and 
an individual memlxT ha^ resigned from that Ministry. He submits bis 
reason why he has resigned ; there might be difference of opinion between 
the Ministry and the individual Minister and therefore any one 
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the representatives of the Ministry fan pive a reply to the 

atenjent of the member. In a case where the Ministrj^ go out 

together there is nobody there to give a reply to the state- 
ent on the resignation. Therefore I submi-t, Sir, that this rule 

not meant for eases of this kind. It will be ereating a very bad 

eeedent if we do so. As far a.s our praetice in this House is eon* 

rued it hus always been the ease that whenever individual Ministers have 
si^^ned and llie dabinet has been in evisteiiee, they have made state- 
flits and there wen* two or three oeea.sions that I (‘an remember w'hen 
vantag(‘ (d‘ this rule was taken : First I believe by Mr Xalini Ranjan 

irker wIhmj be resigned, tlien by Mr. Sliaiii.suddin Ahmed and then by 

Syamaprasad Mookerjee. On these occasion*'. Sii. advantage of this 
le was taken. Hut man\ Miuistiie.s bav(* gone and nevt‘r advantage (d 
is rule was taken. So I would api^eal to ycui. Sii, as the custodian of 
e rights and privileges oi tliis House not to let this lule be abused. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Spe kei. Sn. I hue h an! 

e legal e.v])()sitioM of m\ honourable Iriioid tiie (’hiet Minister who 
l•identulIy a member <d tlie profession to wbieli 1 ladon^ The (juestions 
iieh he has rais<Ml are (wo-i(dd. He referred to uliat i»as>erl at a meeting 
the (diniiiittee which was eommissiomMl to frame thi'se Assemlily IHiIes 
lieh >011 have in front of \ou. A refenuHa* t(» what transjmed in a coin- 
ittee is a procedure unknown to e<institutional law Seeonill\. Sii. coming 
interjin'tations, m> honourable fn«*nd wantt‘d the }»rdvis(» to govern the 
win part (d tlu' rule H)d(/). d'liis is a novtd method ot nittupret ing 
*tutes. Ifule lOd IS specific. A member who has lesigned the otiiee <d 

e Minister iKliun Bahadur MoiUM.Mhi) Am : Wlio is a member^) 

ere I urn \et a member ot the Ia‘gislatn<‘ Assembly ot tin* ])roviiie(‘ of 
jtigul who has resigm‘d th«‘ idfu'e (d a Minister. It cannot be maintained 
at I was dismissed b\ His Kxeelleney the (Joveinoi Theiefoie, 1 who 
ive resigned the oHice of a Minister ma\. with tlie eoiiseiil ot the Speaker, 
uke u pi'isoiiul statement in explanation oi in\ resignutioii . 

Sir, it is perfeetl\ (rue that the onl\ it‘se!\ati»m which this rule eon- 

i,us is the eouseut, of the Speakiu . It. Sir. \ou in \our w is<lom and as 

le Hon’ldt* Ciiief Minister put it tlie eU''lo>h.iii oi tin* liberties ot tins 

oUse feel that a member wlio li:u resigmvl his otliee of ,« MinistiM nM\ 

>t make a ptusonal statement in exjdauatioii of his resignation, that is u 
iliiig. Sir, whieh will bind me and t‘ver\ member of the Htnise. but may 
submit in all humility that that ruling will be ineoiisisteiit with the 
isitioii of the (’hair as the eusttuliaii of the liberties and the dignity of 
le lIous«‘. My honourable friend tlie (’bief Minister referred to the 
roviso that a Minister shall be entitled alter such a member has made 
statement to make a statement pertinent thereto. This provis(» deals with 
VO (luestions. First of all, all Ministries do not have tlie same opinion, 
he oaw's of (5»ulition Ministries are eases wliii h need not be forgotten, and 
there is any quarrel between a Minister and a Minister with which 
larrels my honourable friend the Chief Minister is perfectly familiar, 
hen if there is an accusation by a member who has resigned his office of 
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Minister against the Minister holding office under the Crown, then that 
Minister holding office under the Crown may with justification give an 
answer to the accusations made on the floor of the House. 

There is a second consideration. Sii. to which 1 made u reference. If, 
for in>tancc, a nicinlH*i who ha^ rt'si;^ncd the tdfice of a Minister has 
conflicts not only with a Minister hut with the Ministry, — that is the 
second possibility — then either the Mini>trv under the headship of the 
Hon’hle Chief Mijiister oi the Minister roncerncd ma\ he entitled aft<‘r 
such a member ba^ made a statement to make a statement ]>ertinent thereto. 
May I in tlii> connection aKo leter ti» a j»oini wliicli is jxuiectly well-known 
to YOU. but whiih Is a point which niiLrhf !e<juiri* rt‘-em])hasis. Mav' I 
invite yoin- attention t(t siMtion Ml of the ( i(»verimi(‘nt of India Act, 1935. 
’J’lie (Jovcrnnient of Iinlia Act does n(*t tlenl with “a Minister*'; it deals 
with “a Cmineil of Ministt'is” m coilegiatt', corpoiale capaeit\, St‘<'tio!r5() 
is to the following efbet "’rheie shall he a ('oiincil of Mini.steis to aid and 
advisi' the (iovt-rnor in the exeicise oi his functions, except in so far'*, etc. 
It does not contenijilate ’a Ministei “ Its language is perfectK plain and 
sini]ile and following the well-known inles relating to in lerjiretation of 
Statutes, [ shall iii\ite \our attention to the I'Xpiessnui ‘‘Council of 
.Ministeis" in a <dlh‘giale eapaeitx A Mniistef" is imb-ed mentioned, 
hut, Sii. a Ministei is mentioned srpaiatels undei st'ction 51, Ciider^ 
section oli/) the (ioveimu s Ministeis shall la* ehoson and s\iiiimoned by 
him. shall lie sworn as memlaU' of the eouneil. and shall hold olHee during 
his pleasuie. 1 hen a .Mitiistej who t<»r an\ jteriod of six eonseeiitivo 
months l•^ not a niemhei of ihe riovimial Legislature shall at the (*xpira- 
tioli of that peiiod ceaso to he a Minisfel. Therefore, Sir, the e\pr(*ssi(m 
“Minister is used speeifieull \ foi this purpose hy the draltsiiHui oi rule 
11)3 1 suhniit that it will In* ahsoiutels eoiitrarv to the const itutional 

privileges (d tin* Legislature not to alh»w a Minister’ who has resigned t«> 
make a statement heioie the lloiist- for the juirpose of explaining liia 
comlnet. He is liere in a represeiitativi* eapa<il\ and his r'e|M‘(‘sentat ivo 
eufiaidty is druilde. He n-presfiits Ins «*onstittienev and he before hid 
resignation rejuesented the ii)ujoiit\ in the Hoijsi* 'fo take awav that 
right will he thoroughls him-anei at le in manner, in method and in texture. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Ml. Speaker, Sir, u»u ga\e a ruling 
on the 29th Marth and ><ui took tlu* gcritbuijiuj who stomal i»ne ajter amither 
as ( ollectively and j<untj\ rcsjHuisihle and \ou adjoiiriied the House on that 
ground. Now these people want to scpar.ite their identity. Your ruling id 
there. Thex went out as a (abinet and \oii declared them fxiirtux officio 
a.s a lK>dy. Tliex ha\e no right under the (anisiitut i<u), nor «inv section of 
the (iovernment of ln<lia Act. nor the jnactice in the Mother of Parlianienit 
to make siateinenfs. the whole ( abinel was dis-oUed and these genilein^ii 
can have no individual rigiit.-, now. They can go and explain their c^oiidiict 
to the f>eople outside, to their r^onstituencies, hut so tar as this House it 
CH>ueerue<L you. Sir, joined them together and they shall not be put 
Oiiunder (laughter/. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad, Mr. Siddiqi, that you have made a state- 
ment to the effect that in the Mother of Parliaments there is a convention 
that when the entire Ministry goes out, no Minister has got any right to 
make a stateiiierit. Are you sure in your mind about this? And, if so, 
will you kindly help me with any precedent on this point? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He does not care for precedents! 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Mr. Banerjee in the course of his state- 
ment 1ms made one argument W'hich confirms the position of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. He has said “p]x>vi<led that a Minister shall be entitled 
afler such memhor has made his statement to make a statement pertinent 
thereto”. This reference tliat when there is a (piarrel ]>etween two Ministers 
or when there is a (juarrel between one Minister and the rest of the Ministry, 
then in that c^ise when a Minister lesions jlml member resigning hi^ office 
should make a st4itement l)elore the Hou.se. entitles the Minister concerned 
1x) make a statement before the IIou.se in repl.\ . Sir, if you read the wliole 
of section 103 togeth(*r with the i)iy)\iM), that juesfipposes i\ difference of 
ojiinion among the Ministers themsehes within the same Cabinet, you will 
find that section 1(13 was intemded onl\ to cover up those caseN of differences, 
but when the entire Ministry r-esigns there is no case of diffei’ence and 
therefore im ((ueslion of explanation does arise. If >ou take the entire 
section the legal intei'pretation should be that this section was intended, as 
Uie ('hief Minister has sni<l, to cover all cases of diffeixmce of opinion among 
the Ministers belonging to the S4ime ("abinet, and this is Uased on well- 
known conventions. Sir, you have ])ut a (juestion to Mr. Siddiiji, viz., wa.s 
there an.\ convention in the House of (kmimons that when a Ministry resigns, 
a Minister has the right to exjrlain? 1 will put it in another way. Is it 
known to any member of the House whether in the House of Common.s or 
here in this Assembly that when tlie entire Ministrv has resigned, theyhave 
made any staterneirt before the Hou'*e? Here in this Hoiuse the entire 
Ministry I’esigned twice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, is there any debate now? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there is no (|uesinm of debate. It is a 
matter of some ('oristitutional importanie, ami I m.N.self have .spent anxious 
hours over it. 1 shall onl> be tiw) ghnl to get any assistance frxim the 
honourable members of this House. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you want precedents to hel|r you, 
may I nupiest you to ask these friends to «jUote one other precedent from the 
80-called Step-mother of Parliament, namely. — have they got one precedent 
from the House of Commons — let us have one iiurre precedent-— of any 
Ministry having l>een required to resign when they (‘ommamled majority in 
the Legislature? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I thought that you would be able to help 
me with vs<jme precedents in this matter and I was waiting to hear them, 
but this im not what 1 expected. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAH: On the question of preoecientu, there were two 
occasions in this very Assemhly when the entire Ministry went out of office 
and they did choose not to make any statement. Similarly, there were 
hundreds of occasions, rather thousands of occiV'^ions, when the Ministries 
in England went out of office and they <lid not make any statement. Sir, it 
elands to reason to infer fnun that that it has not been a convention that 
when tlie entire Ministry goes out. they don’t make any stilt eiueut before 
the House. If that is not the {onventinn 1 don’t know what wouhl be a 
convention. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are \ou atriiiil of that .statement ^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; We ai<* not alrai*l. It i-i a (juestion of time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Von have taken much more time. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It i*- not lot t<Hl.»\ onU. It is for all time 
to come. li is not a (jiie^tion of takiiii: one hour <*r two'toila\ huf it is a 
question o} set t ling -'O ik e and foi all the jcoieduie in tins House. There- 
fore, Sir, il you read the entire section, as I h.ne read. 1 ho|H» vou will be 
pleased to accej)l the intei|»rt*lati<»n tliat 1 have gi\en On the ijuestion of 
precedents as I }ni\e stated ladoie. there is int memlKU in this Jlimse who 
W'ill be aide to tell \ou that there was an\ jueiedeiit anywhere either in the 
House <d (V)iunions oj here in this \ei\ Assemhls that when (he entire 
M'inistry went out of office the> e^er made an\ smtiMiients. Therefore, I 
retjuest that \ou wruild la* jileased to ac( i*j)i the intei j>n*talion that has been 
put upon that section 1*\ the llorride (’hief Minister 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDiQI: V oil haie called ujMin us U» (juote 

precedents. !> n not the absence of j)re<e<lents on this j>oint that is the 
most iniiMiitaiit aspect <d the (|uestiotjr' That being so. your own ruling 
is binding on these people, t Interruption, l I am still speaking. It W'ould 
be better if you put the people who interrupt me in their proper place. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They are alre^idy in their proper place. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN' BIDDIQI : Meml>ers opposite fuive asked us to 
give you the authority immeihatel^ . 1 have not got the reference h<M)k0 

before me but 1 can .sii\ this that from m\ little reading of (smstilutionul 
history and {ym.stitutional law in ni> own defecti\e wav and also frcmi my 
experience not only of the British I^arliament but also tlie Trench (’hainhre 
des Deputes, the Egyptian Parliament and the S\riaii Parliament I can 
Bay th<if that is not the practice. Thos<» who sup[K)rl the contention of 
the llfWiourable memher for the I niversiiv of (’alcutta, are talking with their 
tongue.s in their c heek. Joint ies{K)nsil>iIit> of the Caliinet must he upheld. 
We are on this side of the House today. We im»\ not be here tomorrow. 
Members opposite .should see that aii.v dec i.sion taken today might recoil on 
them in the future In these matters, we should alwa.vs take a long view 
of things. 

Th« Hofi’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr Speaker, you 
have asked niemher.s of the House to quote precedents from the historj^ of 
the British Parliament. Sir, let us lecall some of the cjccasions w^hen 
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Ministries resigned but general elections did not follow. In 1916, the 
Asquith Cabinet fell and Mr. Lloyd George became the Prime Minister with 
a reorganised Cabinet. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAliYAL: Did they lose the majority? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: It wa.s a Coalition 
Government. You will remember that. 

Dr.' NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Did they lose the nmjority? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; That question does 

not arise. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That is the most imiM^rtoiit aspect of the 
question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What i" the use of quoting .such 
precedents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Seooudlx, let us take 
1922. In llt22, Mr. Lloyd George resigned and 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Made a public statement in Parliament. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: No, not in the House. 
He did not make a statement in the House of Coninions, nor did the other 
inemhers of his Cuhinet. I wa.s in Kngland at that time and following the 
proceedfngs very closely. Then take ID-U \\ hen the Macdonald (ioveriiment 
was changed. The late Mr. Kumsey Macdonald fortned a Coalition with 
the Conservativex and some Liberals. There was a National Government 
on that nccu.sioii hut the retiring Ministers did not make any statements in 
the House of Commons. The.se ore the three occasions that I remember in 
recent British Purliaiuentary History ami they might he of vome assistance 
U) you in coming to decd.sion on the |xdnt rai.sed. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 tldnk that instead of travelling 
abroad we ought to remember that in dune, IJKIT, hetore the (.'ongress was 
purauaded to take oIBce, it was ma<le (juite clear tliut, should there he any 
difference between a Minister and the Governor, then the Minister would 
have a right to make a public statement and di.sclo.se the matter in the 
Legislature. That right wa.s conceded and it forms jmrt.of our const itutioiii 
I have not got that communication with me here hut tliat absolutely settles 
the matter aud the Minister who has to go out of of{i(^ when he has 
admittedly a majority on account of the designs of the Heiul of the Executive 
owes a duty to explain how it was brought out and he has a right to do so. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU; Sir, may I say one or two words in 
support of the (.'onteution which has been raised by my esteemed friend 
Mr, Pramatha Nath Banerjee. It is no use tiavelling away froui this 
oouutr>’ and this Tiegislature. The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami might take his 
stand upon the fact that he was in England* in a certain year when certain 
events took place in the political world in that country. That is of no 
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oonsequ4mce whatsoever 8<l far as this House is concerned. You, Sir, have 
been pleased to call for an^* precedents which miffht throw some light u{>on 
the question at issue l)efore you. Sir, I would invite your attention to the 
strict wording of the rule which has been fr^ed hy this Legislature and 
which guides the deliberations ot this House. The whole emphasis which 
has been sought to be placed by the Hon’bie Chief Minister is upon the 
words “a member” who has resigned otHce. 1 take my stand exactly on 
the same words. 1 say 1 am a member who ha.s re.signed office. It is 
possible that my resignation to<ik place when resignations were obtained 
from other Ministers as well. lUit that doe> not. (anntit, take away my 
inherent right conferred by this mle of making a st^itemcnt, subject only to 
one condition, viz., your consent. J hope. Sir. that all tlii.s mia.smu will 
not lie raised to cloud the i.ssue. whi< h has been the 4)nl\ issue in this case, 
whether this rule entitles me as a ineinbei wln» has resigned the offi{:e of a 
Minister to make a sUiteinent before this House. I hope and trust that 
your attention will not be diverted by any extraneous imints which do not 
arise in tliis connection. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the llon’ble tlie Chief Minister 
has suggested that this rule lOd only contemplates the case where a 
Ministry continues in office and I think the ('hief Minister 1ms also suggested 
the reason tor iliat, iiamel.\ . that an indnulua) Minister iloe.s not have 
opportunities that a lM»d> ot Ministers have of explaining to the (x)untry 
and to the public his reason^ tor resignation 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Win not y 

Mr, A. F, STARK: 1 submit. Sir, there is no precedent in parliamentary 
pnictice anywhere 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do not talk of parlmm€ntar> 

practice here: do not speak <d tfiat nonsense— — 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There is no precedent of extorting 
resignatioins from Ministers (Loud ludse from (tpjmsition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Cider, order. We are now discussing the (piestion of 
constitutional law, and I think tiiere ought not to be any heat over the 
discussion on this iiiifxirtant (jueslion of const it uiioniil law. 

. Mr. A. F. STARK: You luixe a.sked, Sir, for authority for the inter- 
prelatHin of rule lll-f IhKik.s on purliamentjiry practice are extraonliuarily 
silent on the {mint bu the simple reason that a sifimtion such as has arisen 
today has never happened in England, but Sir,— ((Vies of “hear, hear” 
from the Opposition benches.) 

Or. d. M. DAS CUPTA: ( uder simihir rir< umstuiK^s the head of the 
executive in England would have been shot at. 

Mr. A. F. STARK. But, Sir, what is in Max’s Parliameniury Practice 
ia, I think, very illuminating. The only statement in May’s Parliamentary 
Practice U this: “Explanation by a niemlier of the (nrcumatancee which 
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caused his resig^tion of office in the Gol^^inent is iieniiUy made 
immediately before the commencement of public business. Though debate 
must not arise upon the explanation statements pertinent thereto on behalf 
of the Government have beep permitted/’ I suWit that that clearly oon-f 
templates the case in which a member of the Government resigns and that 
Government continues in office, and therefore the obvious reason and justi- 
fication for this procedure is that an individual member of the Government 
resigning lias not the same (ipportunities of explaining to the and to 

the country his reasons for resigning as a body of Ministers have'; 

Th« Hoffi’bla Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: May I submit, Sir, 
a few words 

(I^aughter from the Opposition Benches.) w 

Sir, 1 feel even in the mid.st of kughter with w’hich I am greeted 

Dr. NALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: 7rt?r, ^ 

I 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. dOGENDRA MATH MANDAL r Sir, 1 submit tlmt 
this remark is most objectionwble and is not becy)ny|jng of a gentleman or a 
memW of this. House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 am extremely sorry that you have made 
such a remark and I hope you wdll withdntw tlmt expression. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, if you like I am prepared to take 
away any of these three words 57 t« (liaughter in the whole House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to enjoy at the co.st of an honoumble 
member of this House, 1 don’t think it is desirable. But in view of the 
fact that Dr. Sanyal has withdrawn the remark we ought to stop here and 
Mr. Mandal will now speak. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. dOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, just now on th# 

floor of the House my honourable friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu has stated" 
tkai resignation wae extorted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are discussing a point of constitutional law which 
has nothing to do with that. 

The HOfl’bla Mr. dOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, whan the then 
Chief Minister, Mr. Fa«lul Huq, resigned, he made a daelaration in thia 
House that his resignation was desired by His Excellency. TheJt^i Sir, you 
gave your opinion that with his resignation no Ministry existed, the entire 
Ministry' went out. Then, Sir, some sort of explanation was given on the 
floor of the House by the then Chief Minister as to wliat led to hie 
resignation. Then, Sir, he got ample opportunity to make public speeches 
and to give explanation to the people of this country. This question has 
been raised by my friend Mr. Pramatha iJath Banerjee. (InterrupUons 
from the Opposition benches.) 
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•if. ^IKAKIR: I SS now asking for the asafatonce of honourable 
membera of this House in the very difficult task lielore me, namely, aa ta 
wlietker the Hrm'ble Minister should or should not be allowed to apeak 
uninterrupted. He is advancing, as far as I can see, an argument to th0‘ 
effect that the ex-Chief Minister had had an opportunity and therefore he" 
cannot have another opportunity. You will kindly have a little patience 
and hear him, and then there will come a time for you to reply. 

The HOM^bfi Mr. dOCEKDRA HATH MANDAL: Mr llaner^e has said, 
that as Ministers they had double responsibility — resjKjnsibility to the- 
members of their party and responsibility to their constituencies. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: On a ivdnt of personal 
explanation, Sir. My friend either di<l not hear me or could not understand' 
me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ia no pormual «xpIanation. 

Th. HOfl’bl. Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: 1 ilo not know who 
else has understood him in a different way. It is on reiord 

Mr. SPEAKER: It ft no use crossing words, .fust state your poinU 
concisely and jirecisely. 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: 1 sulmiit. Sir, tlmlr 
the ex-Chief Minister has had ample opportunity to make cle^ir the reusoa 
for his resignation on the fl<M)r of the House and he had a sufficient 
opportunity to dechire to the people of the country as whut led to hia 
resignation, and 1 think nothing more renmined left for further explamition. 
I need not go into some of the constitutional points that have been raised^, 
but I submit that they are not entitled to get any more opportunity to makw 
any statement in exphuuing the reasons ot their resignation. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUfH^ Mr Speaker, Sir, in explain- 
aee|ion 10*3 of our rules Hon’hle Sir Nazimuddin says that section lUJl 
can have no application to the o<ise ot re.signatiou of a wlude Ministry. It 
can only have application in the case of resignation of a single or individual 
minister. That, I understand, is his whole argument. Hut if you look to 
the marginal note you will find that the resignation of Ministers is con- 
tempkted there without any qualification whatsoever. I happened to l»e at 
member of the Rule-framing Committee and therefore I can claim aom«* 
knowledge of the considerations that weighed with the Committee in framing 
these rules. Theee is no doubt that when this rule was framed the cue wa» 
taken from parliamentary practice, hut, Sir, we have got to be guided by 
the rule a« it fftands with due regard to the cases that may arise here 
demanding application of this rule. Sir Nazimuddin says that only a 
Minister who has resigned his office from a continuing Council of Ministers 
can make a statement and that the rule does not refer to the resignation of 
the whole Ministry. Sir Xazimnddin forgets thfit there could not be any 
reference at all to the resignation of a Ministry as such because of the fact 
that neither section 50 of the Government of India Act, nor any other 
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ii^ion of the Oovernmjieiit of India Act contemplates or refers to a Ministry. 
There is a reference to a Council of Ministers and in every section 

dealing with Ministry the Ministers are referred to in plural number^ but 
there is no reference to a whole Ministry. The Government of India Act 
does not contemplate a Ministry as sdch. It rather ooniemplates a oollooa- 
tion or a oompfiny of Ministers if it would not be derogatory to the position 
of the Ministers to say so. Sir, 1 invite your attention to section 50, 
Section 50 clearly states there shall be a Council of Ministers to advise the 
Governor. Section 51 again begins with the words ‘*The Governor’s 
Ministers shall he chosen" in such and such fashion, etc. There is no 
reference to a Ministry as a whole so far as the Government of India Act is 
ooncterned. Therefore sectiou 103 of the Kriles had to be framed in the way 
in which it has l>€eii framed, viz., in terms of an individual Minister, that 
“A member who has resigned the uftice of Minister may with consent of the 
Speaker make a |)ersonal slateinent". AVliat is there in the rule, 1 ask 
moreover, to prevent a Minister being interpreted in the plural number as 
Ministers who have resigned? There is nothing which can prevent such an 
interpretation. Rather the General Clauses Act will favour my inter- 
pretation, viz., even if "a member" is here referred to in the singular number 
it may be interpreted to mean memhers, all such tembers or, more than one 
such member. Then, Sir Naziiuuddin will prol>ably ask. why then there is 
this proviso? The proviso only contemplates a }>;irticular case, namely, a 
case where an individiud Minister has resigned. But because it contemplates 
a particular case it c*aiinot he construed that the proviso control.s the section 
as a whole and that the section cannot apply to other coses beyond the case 
that is contemplated in the proviso. That cannot be a fair interpretation. 
The proviso simply contemplates a particular cose and when that p;irticular 
oase will arise the provi.so will have application, hut m) far as the principal 
part of the section is <oncerned it can well be so const ruetl as to apply to 
other cases than the case that i.n contemplated in tlie pro\iM». That is, Sir, 
what I understand to be the scope ot the section and the .significance of the 
proviso and in my view it will not be justifiable to interpret the proviso as 
controlling the whede section and limiting the circuin.staiices contemplated 
in the section as a whole. 

/Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. you are fully aware that in 
interpreting a statute under the General Glauses Act the singular includes 
the plural. 

The Hon’bit Khwait Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit. Sir, that whatever 
may have lieen said from the other side, the statement ot tlie last speaker 
from the Opposition side is very valuable. It has been admitted, as I had 
already said, that the rule was framed by a Committee. At tbe time when 
it' w'lpi framed we had the precedent of the House of ('ominous or the Mother 
of Parliaments he|^e us, and that is the reason how (his rule has cy>me into 
being. Now, Sir^ it bas been argued that as the phraseology of this rule 
stands it entitles the members, even a Gouncil of Ministers, if they »o choose, 
to make a statement. 1 am prepared to accept for argument’s sake that this 
is so,, but, Sir, this rule has taken precaution against an argument of this 
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oharaclir and it has left the diecretion in your haaMie so that if yon. Sir, 
think tftMit this is not the object for which this rule was framed, then you 
will^not allow these statements to be made. Therefore, Sir, I submit Miat 
in view of the fact that the real object of the rule was quite different friiil 
t!|e purpose for which it is now claimed to be used because of the wordi&fir 
oitthe rule, it is a fit case in which you should use your discretion and iwt, 
allow a very bad precedent to be createit. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjounnnetit.) 

Ruling on point of ordor. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think I can now give my <le<‘ision. I am thankful 
to you, gentlemen, for the assistance rendered to nm on this novel question. 

The answer to the question whether or not the c.r-Ministers should be 
permitted to make statements depends upon the interpretation of rule 
of the Assembly PnK'wlure llules. To my mind the rule is clear and admits 
of only one interpretation, viz., that any member (d this House resigning 
from the Ministry njH>, with the consent of the Speaker, make a personal 
statement in exfdunatioii ot his resignation and a Minister in oiti(*e at the 
time when the statement is made, shall he entitled after such member has 
made his statement to make u statement pertinent thereto and that beyond 
this no discussion shall be permissible on the statement made by the 
c.f-Minister. The limitations attempted to be impiirted into this rule are, 
in my opinion, unwarranted by the language of the rule. It appears clear 
to me that any member who resigns the office of a Minister may make a 
statement., the only limitations being (i) that it should be made with the 
consent of the Speaker and {li) that it shall l>e made after questions and 
before the list of business for the day is entered upon. The question, there- 
fore, arises whether in the present case the Speaker should refuse his consent. 

Undoubtedly it is discretionarv with the Speaker to give or refuse consent 
but equally undoubtedly the Speaker will never exercise his discretion 
arbitrarily but will exercise it Judiciously, if not judicially, and never in a 
way so as to curtail the rights and privileges of members of this House. Ai 
a rule a member resigning from Ministry will have the consent of the Speaker 
and it is only when the Speaker is convinced that to give consent will lead 
to an abuse of the privilege that he will withhold it. There cannot be any 
bard and fast rule when his consent should be given and when withheld and 
each case will have to be decided on its own merit. , , 

1 Jo not think the language of the rule warrants any conclusion fo the 
efiect that when the entire Ministry resigns, the membprs of the Ministry 
will have no right to make any personal statement. The fact that the entire 
Ministry has resigned will by itself be no ground for refusing consetft to any 
fa;*Minister who may be willing to make a statement. (Cries of ^*Hear, 
hear** from the Opposition benches.) 
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The expression “a member’* undoubtedly means “any member” and tbe 
singular includes tbe plural according to the General Clauses Act. Besides, 
in India the Ministry may not have joint responsibility at all. It has been 
stated that there is no precedent anywhere and none at least in India where 
a statement has been made by an c.r-Mini8ter when the entire Ministry has 
resigned, I am not aware if there has been any occasion when the cj'-Prime 
Minister or any other Minister has made any statement in the British 
l^arliament on an occasion when the entire Ministry has resigned. But I 
am equally unaware if the Speaker of the House of fhimmoiis has ever refused 
consent to any Minister to make any personal statement when the entire 
Ministry has resigned. On the other hand it appears to me that even when 
there is a dissolution of the Ministry by the resignation of the Prime Minister, 
a Minister can make a personal statement in ex'planation of his re.siguation 
(vide denning’s (cabinet (i(>vernment, page (io). It appears to be clear that 
in (hinada explanations are generally allowed to be made in both Houses in 
case of Ministerial changes inclu<nng changes of the entire Miiustry (ndr 
Bourinot’s “Parliamentar\ Procedure”, page Moo). It is not, therefore, 
(•(♦rrect to say that there is no ])rece(lent for allowing ]»ersonal e.xplauation 
by an c.r-Minister when the entire Mifiistry resigris. But even if conventiojis 
were otherwise in Britain I shall be loath in slavishly following such conven- 
tions in India. Bengal is not Britain and the Bengal Legislative Asstunbly 
is not the British Parliament. It lias been trul> said of the British Parlia- 
ment that it has got the ja»wer to make and unmake everything except making 
a man a woiiiuTi and a woman a man (laugliter) and it can be said with e(|Ual 
force with regard to the Bengal Legislative Assemhl\ that it can make and 
unmake practically nothing e\(‘ept at the pleasure of the Governor. <(Vies 
of “Hear, liear” fr(un the Gpposition beiiclies ) What would be inconceiv- 
able in Britain occurs and ]>asHes h(‘re as normal imdilents. Thus while we 
sliould always be ready to profit b> the experience gained by Parliaments in 
other parts of the world we slmuld be. at fh»‘ same time, chary not to be 
misled by false analogies. Conventions, I am afraid, cannot be imported 
direct from the British Parliament to be engrafted on Indian Provincial 
Legislatures which differ so vitally from the British Parliament. Conven- 
tions yvill grow up to meet our pe(‘uhar needs and exigencies of circumstances. 

It is not correct to say that a conventioii*ha.> grown or is growing U[) in 
India for not allowing c.r- Ministers to make ^tatemeIlt when the entire 
Ministry has resigned. The present constitution came into force only in 
19M7. There have been resignations in various provinces by individual 
Ministers as well as by tbe Ministry as a whole : in some cases the individual 
Ministers have made statements, in others even individual Ministers have 
not made statements. 

This does not, in my opinion, create any convention <»r precedent what- 
soever. It is optical with the r.r-Ministera to make a statement. The ques- 
tion could only arise if on the resignation of the entire Ministry the Speaker 
had refused to give consent to the co'-Ministers or to any individual Ministers 
forming that Ministry simply on the ground that the entire Ministry had 
resigned. I am not aware if there has been any such occasion in any of 
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the provinces in India duriu^r these years. I am, therefore, clearly of 
opinion that in every case of resignation whether of the entire Ministry or 
of individual Ministers from the Ministry any outgoing Minister or Ministers 
may, if they so choose, ask tor the consent of the Speaker to make personal 
statements in explanation of their resignation and on each m'casion it will 
be the duty of the Speaker either to give consent or to withhold consent 
acconliug to his disi retion which, as 1 have already stated, will be exercised 
in a way so a^ not to eiirtail the privileges of the nieinbers of this House. 

Let me now ('oine to the ea*<e belore us. Jf has been stated that 
Mr. Fazlul Hiic| has lost the right ol making a statement because lie did not 
make a slati-nient on t}»e ‘J!hh March. 1 don't think there is any 

substance in this contention. It i** clear tliat the H<»u.se was adjourned before 
an\ business foi the da> was taken up and long before the time for inaking 
any statement, namelv , after (|ijcstions and before the list of business W'us 
enteied upon, had actuallv airivod. Moreover, Mr. Faziul Huq was 
perfectly <dejir that he would make a statt*meiit on a subsequent day ami 
today i^ the fii'«t da\ afiio the l^MMh ol March w 1 h*ii tiu‘ Assemhly has met ami 
he has asked for the con.sent ol the S]>eakei at the approj>riate tjme. 

it has liirthci hfcn •<taied that he ha*> h*st his right in view of the faet 
that he has nuulc statements about his re.signation )MihlicK on juany octu- 
sioii" That may oi ma\ not he a tact and we eaiinot for obvious reasons 
take notice ot newspapei rep«utN about statements alleged to have hei*n made 
by him on the subjec t Kvc-n aNsumiiig he has done* fio, I think it will he no 
ground feu- m,\ refusing cousont tc» him to make* his statement jii this House. 

In com lu-'icui I find ahs<ilufe}v m* reason wfiy eonscuit should he refused 
to Mr. A. K. Faziul Hucj. On the othei Fid, tlie cireiimstaiic’es so far 
revealed utider which Ins resignation took place arc c‘\(raordinarv and the 
whole afiair still ajipears to he shrcmcled in mysterv. Kven the date from 
which his resignation took effect apjtears tc» la* m clispnte. In these circum- 
stances I think T cannot refuse tc» give niy consent if Mr. Fazlu) Ilucj cdiooses 
to make a statement t<» c lear up the situation. I give my consent to 
Mr, Fazhil Huq to make his statement. 

A.s for the other c.r-Miuisler", I think, they also should he allowed to 
make their statements for the reu.sons stated alwive and also in view of the 
fact that the other c.r-M in inters belong to different jiarfic's who ionned the 
Coalition Ministry. I g^ive in,\ consent to all the other thrc*e e.r-Mininters 
who have asked for my c cuisent. 

StatMiieiits by ex^iniitm on the oircuimUnooi oonnootait with thoir 

rotignationt. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. 1 •efore I proceed to make rny statement, 
jieriiiit me to offer you ni> grateful thanks for having given me this 
opportunity of making a .statement in exfdanation of the cireuiii stances 
which led to my resignation. I was not surprised. Sir, that iii.v application 
for leave was so vehemently opposed b> the Ministry aud the Minidtry’i 
supporters. As I proceed to make my statement the House will find that 
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this opposition proceeded from the prickings of a guilty conscience. Sir, I 
will not waste time any more. As leave has been given I will proceed, Sir, 
to make a statement, but once more let me say we feel proud of you as 
Speaker because you have upheld the traditions of this House and also 
protected the rights and privileges of members. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we meet to-day in this House under circumstances 
almost unique in the history of Provincial Autonomy in India. AVe last 
met on the 29th March, 194^3, and our parting on that fateful morning took 
place under dramatic circumstances. During this interval of a week and 
three months, events have taken place which have shaken the constitution to 
its very foundations and exposed the mockery of Provincial Autonomy. 
The House will recollect that as soon as we met on the last day of the Budget 
session, I W’as questioned by Mr, Kiran Sankar Roy and others whether I 
had resigned my office as Chief Minister and, if so, whether my resignation 
had been accepted, 1 replied to both the questions in the affirmative, but 
my replies were necessarily confined to giving infonnation on the specifi<* 
points raised and did not give a detailed account «)f the circ'umstances under 
which 1 was dexterously pushed out of office. The Hou.se was adjourned, 
and during the recess, 1 related on different oiM'usions the circumstances under 
which J wqs ma<le to sign a previ<»usly drafted and typed d«« umeut, purport- 
ing to be my letter of resignation as Chief Minister. 

I thought that these statements gave the public* a fairly accurate idea of 
the manner in which my term of office as Chief Minister had been made 
dramatically to terminate, and I need make no further statements in this 
House. I have, how’ever, been surprised to find that the Secretarx of 
State for India has been mak^^, or is being made to make, statements 
in Parliament regarding the cir(*umstances relating to my resignation which 
contain incorrect versions of what hud actually taken place and also insinua- 
tions which I cannot allow to pass unchallenged. In the (*ourse of his state- 
ments in Parliament, the Secretary of State tor India has remarked that I 
had voluntarily resigned and that m> resignation and subsequent events “had 
occurred in the course of pnu'edure under provincial rejireseutative iiistitu- 
Aions ”. The language used by the Secretaiy of State was mysterious, if not 
meaniugle.ss. 1 sent a telegram to the Secretary of State definitely protest- 
ing against his incorrei't version of events and re<iuesting him to ascertain 
facts before ho publicly committed himself to any account of what had taken 
place. [ also sent a telegram to His Excellency the A^iceroy urging him to 
cable correct facts to the Secretary of State for India. To this I received 
a reply that the Governor had been in communication ^ith the Secretary of 
State and with regard to variations between my version and that of the 
Governor, the Secretary of State felt satisfied that the version of the 
Governor w’as correct. 

I confess 1 was not surprised at this reply to my protests. It was quite 
in keeping with “the course of procedure under provincial representative 
institutions in India'’. It is the policy of shutting both your eyes to wbat 
your official subordinates may be doing, known popularly as the policy of 
backing the man on the spot. It is the policy which encourages officials in 
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India tn do whatever they like, confident in the belief that whatever may be 
the measure of their guilt on any oK^asion, they will be supported all along 
the line by their official superiors.'* It is the policy which enabled Sir John 
Herbert, acting in “the (’(»ur»e of proce<lure under representative institu- 
tions*’, to refuse any enquiry into the shooting tragedies in the Dacca Central 
Jail and into the blood-curdling allegations against the officials in Midna- 
pore. It is the j>olicy which enables a Governor t«> ignore his Ministers andf 
(o commission a Secretary to send out chosen agents into the luckless mofussil 
with plenty of unauthorised public money in their pockets to purchase, soU 
and hoard rice at their pleasure in order to l)e able to make fabulous profits 
while the children of the soil may be starving for want of food. It is the 
policy which enables a Governor to make appointments to high offices even 
in the Ministerial field of administration before, and not after, consultation 
with Ministers. It is the policy which enables favoured Ministers to order 
organised depre<latious into the hovels of the poor on the pretext of discover- 
ing hoarded fcmdstuffs, knowing full well that the countryside is already 
denuded of surplus rice. It is the policy w’hich enables a reactionary 
Government to gag the Pre.ss and prevent publication of news and to stifle 
criticisms of their actions. It is the pidicy whiih secures immunity to 
Ministers when they defy public opinion and give monopolies in trade to 
associates p<ilitiT*al and otherwise, for the purpose of amassing wealth beyond 
the dream> of avarice to be utilised for public ami jirivate purp(»ses. 


So far as I urn concerned, niN <luty ift therefore elear. 1 must tell the 
House the whole story in all its details so that future generations may know 
bow India hud lieen governed under the much vaunted system of Provincial 
Aut(»nomy. I must however confe.ss that m\ statement in this House to-day 
has been a subject of deep and anxious consideration. On the one hand, I 
owe a duty to this House and to my countrymen, to place before them fully 
and frankly my version of the entire incident. This dut\ becomes all the 
more imperative when I find that the Governor has been putting forw'ard his 
own version of the events whi< h 1 cannot accejit as a correct statement of 
facts. On the other hand, 1 realise that I cannot make statements w’ithout 
criticism of the Govcrn<»r’s action which must in the nature of things be 
occasionally adverse, and some times even bitter and unplea.sanl. Not that 
Sir John Herbert or his fellow actor‘< in the ('onstitutional Drama w'bfMie 
gruesome details I am gtuug to unfold t<i-day, deserve an> ronsideruiion at 
my hands. Had India been a free country and tbi.s Assembly a real Parlia- 
ment with Sovereign Powers, Sir John Herbert would long ago have been 
recalled to milder climes, to spend his talents on less pretentious avoi^ationii 
than the Governorship of the Premier Province <»f India. It is hardly 
necessary to add that what 1 have to say about Sir John Herl>ert to-day refer* 
only to his actions in his official capacity us the Executive Head of the 
Province and has no bearing w^hutever on an> father aspec t of his character 
or conduct.. 


As I proceed to narrate the circumstances under which Sir John Herbert 
managed to secure my signature on that fraudulent document called my 
letter of resignation, my memory travel* bac'k to the happy day* I had spent 
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with four guccessive Oovernors before I met Sir John Herbert. The first 
of this brilliant galaxy of Administrators was Sir John Anderson, a distin- 
guished member of the Home Civil** Service. Sir Robert Reid and 
Sir John Wood head, who came next, were exceptionally able and 
successful members of the Indian Civil Service and all of them 
came to h(»l<l the high position of Governor of Bengal after 
distinguished official careers in England and in India. I have 
nothing hut happy memories of the manner ' in which the 
Governors and the subordinate officials used to assist me in my arduous task 
of administration as the first Premier of the Provinc^e. The fourth Governor 
with whom I worked was the lute lamented Lord Brabourne. It would be 
invidious to make a distinction between one Governor and another, but I 
cannot help saying that Lord Brabourne was a (jovernor of an exceptionally 
8U])erior type. A born gentleman, an accomplished statesman, a cultured 
Englishman witlt the most cliarming manner, Jiord Brabourne combined 
sympathy with firmness and will always be remembered as one of the most 
successful administrators who have ever come out to India. While working 
with these four Governors 1 never felt that there were things in the (iovern- 
meiit of Lidia Act known as Governor's discretion, or individual judgment 
or special responsibilities. We all felt that the Council of Ministers and 
the Governor formed a team w'hose sole object was just, ujiri^fl^t, efficient and 
enlightened administration. 

1 now come to Sir John Herbert. I must tell the House that for some 
time after we began to work together, he was to me a (*onsiderate friend. 
He told me that I was the first person to wliom he had talked in Bengal. 
He assured me that he would act as a con.stitutional Governor and I would 
be able to carr> on the adininistration as Chief Minister without any 
interference from him. He even inildh hinted, <*oniparing small things 
with great, that he would be to me what the King was to Mr. Chamberlain. 
For some time Sir John Herliert kept his w(»rd and (‘ontinued the policy of 
co-operation with the Ministers which had been atlopted by liis jiredecessors. 
Gradually, however, he begun to exhibit a tendency to interfere in the details 
of the administration and to press hi^ point.^ ot view with a tenacity which 

felt was inconsistent with the free exerci.se by Ministers of their own 
responsibilities. We however thought that these short-comings were 
temjieramentul and would disappear in course of time. 

Towanls the end of 1941. important juditical developments took plac« 
leading to the dissolution of the cabinet which had been functioning in 
Bengal since the beginning of Provincial Autonomy. In the middle of 1941, 
I had my differences with Mr. Jiunah over my membership of the National 
Defence Council, and although I resigned that membership after soine 
controversy, the letter containing my re.signation was couidied in a language 
to which Mr. Jinnah took serious objection. It is now evident that some 
of my the then colleagues in the ('abinet were already planning to oust me 
from office in order to secure the p<»wer for themselves and were only waiting 
for an opportunity. My dissension with Mr. Jinnah seemed to give them 
that opportunity. On the Ist of December, 1941, without any previous 
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iadicatiuu whatsoerer, six of my colleagues tendered something like mass 
resignation. Two other resignations followed and I accepted the suggestion 
of the (jovernor to tender my resignation as well, in order to enable the 
(fovemor to constitute another C’abiiiet. My conspiring colleagues moved 
heaven and earth to get Hindu colleagues, hut they utterly failed in their 
attempt. On the contrary, all the various groups in the House rallied round 
111 *^, ainl no less than 137 M.L.A.’s sent on their <»un account a iiiemoraudum 
to the (jovernor de<*luring that they were willing to work the constitution 
under my leadership. Ahinit fort\ ineinhers, calling themselves the Muslim 
League Parliamentary Party in the Assemhly. sullenly held aloof. I did 
my utm(»st to induce them to join me in torming an all-parties cabinet, but 
they stubbornly reiusetl t(» <lo so. 

One would have thought that the obvious (‘ourse left for the (lovernor 
was t<» call me to form the cabinet. Hut he adoj)ted a <‘ourse which wuis at 
once unusual and unconstitutional He waited long to see if Sir Nassimuddin 
conhl secure a majority and it was only when he finally despaired of having 
Sir Xaziinuddin f’hief Mini-'ter, and perhaps l)f‘eans«* of pressure from 
other (luarter^ that Sir .lohn utter Itt days’ hesitation asked me on the 11th 
December, UMl. to form a cabinet 1 shall not refer here to the mautier in 
which mv party was <iippled h\ the sudden arrest of Mr. Sarat ('’hiiTidra 
Hose before I took oath of m\ <»ftice as ('hief Minister. Hy the 12th 
De<*ember I was able to submit the names of S (d my colleagues and T wanted 
time to submit some more names. Tlie ff Ministers w<*re sworn in on the 17th 
December and Sir Nazimuddin went into opposition on the pretence of 
upholding the interests of the Muslim lauigue in Heiigal. 

The above is a jdaiii and biief narrative of the events which led to the 
lormafioii of the Pi«)gressive (Niulition cabinet in l)e<*ember, Um, but there 
are c(*itain points of great significance which do not up]>ear on the surface 
and reijuire clarification. It has to be remembered that the Progressive 
Coalition Party which was fonnil in 1!#41. and which was the Ministerialist 
party in the Assembl\, consisted of all the parties in the House except a few 
dozen Moslems who called themselves the Moslem League party and the 
European party who ordinarils are not n*presented in the cabinet. I did my 
best to induce Sir Xaziinuddin and some of his c(dlcagues to join my cabinet 
but they refused to d(» so. Xevert beless, the Ministry that we formed in 
December, 1941, was as near an uftproai h to u national cabinet as eould be in 
the circumstances then prevailing in the Legislature. It w'as for the first 
time that Moslems l>eloiiging to various p<»ints f»f view, Hindus belonging 
to the Congress and of other schoeds of thought, together with various small 
groups and Sebe<luled Caste groups all eornbine<l to co-operate in the 
administration on purely national and patriotic lines. I suspect that such 
a cabinet did not appeal to Sir John Herliert and he therefore hesitated to 
agree to the formation of such a cabinet and <‘oritinued to evade its fonnation 
till at last he was compelled to give in. It is well known that the union of 
Hindus and Moslems and of other eoinmuiiities in a common endeavour for 
the political advancement of the ('ountry does not commend itself ti> Britishers 
with imperialistic views. Secondly the group represented by Sir Nazimuddin 
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«ra« at that time a great political asset in the hands of British Imperialists, 
it was through this school of politicians that British statesmen hoped to 
fight the Congress and indeed all nationalist activities. 

Significant events soon showed that the cabinet we formed in December, 

1941, did not find favour with iSir John Herbert. Sometime in January, 

1942, I requested the Governor to let me have an expansion of the cabinet, 
particularly by the addition of 2 Ministers of the Scheduled Castes. I also 
insisted on the appointment of Parliamentarv^ Secretaries. The Governor 
told me plainly that no e.xpansion of the cabinet would be made or Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries appointed till the budget had been discussed 
and passed. The budget was passed in due course but he still refused 
to exjmnd the cabinet. Each time that I wanted Sir John Herbert to 
take up the question, he put me off with some excuse or other, but 
showed himself extremely anxious to get Sir Nazimuddin and some of his 
colleagues into the Cabinet. Sometimes he used to tell me that there should 
be no expansion of the cabinet till the Moslem League had openly declared 
its attitude. I am referring to the.se facts in order to compare Sir John’s 
attitude towards me when the cabinet was constituted in December, 1941, 
with the attitude of Sir John towards Sir Nazimuddin and the present 
Ministry, constituted on the ruins of the Ministry of 1941. Suffice it to say, 
that not only did Sir John Herbert exert his personal influence to render 
the formation of the present cabinet possible but that he agreed to everything 
that Sir Nazimuddin propo.sed even to the extent of allowing absurdities in 
his efforts to help the Ministry. In my case, i had to be content with a 
cabinet of 9 Mijiisters and one l^arliamentary SecTetary but Sir 
Nazimuddin w'as at once given a cabinet of Id Ministers, 1*1 Parliamentary 
Secretaries and 4 additional Government AVhips at an additional annual 
cost of nearly 2 lakhs of rupees t<» the public leveiuies. 

I will now come back to the consideration of events after the fonuatiou 
of our cabinet of 1941. As I have said, Sir John lfer}>ert was not only 
unsympathetic but in many ca.ses positively (dwtructive. AVe felt his inter- 
ference and obstruction in matters of day to day administration so very 
keenly that we apprehended that we were lieudiug towards a crisis. I 
tttscordiugly addressed a letter to the (Governor on 2nd August, 1942, 
explaining to him that the situation wa.s becoming critical and asking him 
to proceed on constitutional lines. I wrote: — 

“At a time when the implications of the Congress Uesolution have filled 
all our hearts with the deepest anxiety for the future of India, I feel 
unfortunately compelled to write this letter to A'oui Exi'ellency. I wish 
I could avoid this correspondence. But circumstances have left me no other 
alternative, and it pains me much to have to say very bluntly that you have 
contributed not a little to the creation of the situation which has forced me 
to take this unpleasant step. You are the (fovernor of the Province and 
I am your Chief Minister and your principal advivser. Our mutual relations 
impose on both of us reciprocal duties and obligations, and I can never 
shirk the responsibility of intervening by means of friendly, but frank, 
advice whenever 1 find you are treading the wrong path. If I allow things 
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to drift, I will be failinj? in my duty to you and to the people of this 
Proviaoe. I am convinced that the time has conu* when I must speak to 
you quite openly what I feel in order to avoid a constitutional crisis in 
Bengal. More than once have I sounded a note of caution and have told 
you that you have been following a policy which cannot but have the 
inevitable effect of practically suspending the constitution in Bengal, 
reducing it to a position similar to that of the Provinces governed under 
section 93 of the Government of India Act. I have tried to convince you 
that, by listening to the advice of a few officials, you are acting as if your 
Ministers did not exist and that you were free to deal direct with Secretaries 
and other permanent officials. As the head of the Tabinet 1 cannot possibly 
allow this attitude on y»)ur part to go unchallenged. The present letter is 
no more than another and the last attempt to put matters right, and I 
sincerely hope that this letter will have the desired effect. I am writing 
with the stern resolve to assert myself as the Chief Minister, and I can assure 
you that if it leads to u < <ui*<titutionul struggle between >ou as the Governor 
and me as the Chief Minister, I will not shirk from doing my duty regard- 
less of conse([ueiice8. 

Broadly speaking, there are two classes of cases wherein, I regret to 
have to say, you have failed to a<i as a constitutional Governor. In the 
first category I will jnit that class of cases wherein I have detected your 
personal interferen<'e in almost every matter of administrative detail, im liid- 
ing even those where \oui interferenee is definitely ex('luded hv the Govern- 
ment of India Act. A little refiectioii will convince you h(»w unwelcome 
must he such an interference, and how bitterly Miuisfers must resent 
impediments in tlie way of the exercise of the very limited )»owers which 
they possess under the Act. A.s it is, the Act is Wd enough and is no better 
than a clever subterfuge by which the permanent officials have got all the 
powers but no responsibility, whereas the Ministers have ail tlie responihility 
and no powers. But the camouflage with which the Acl abounds is so 
transparent that it is not difficult to detect that, beneath the pretentioua 
device of Ministers functioning in a system of Br(»vinciul Autonomy, the 
real jMiwer is still vested in the permanent officials; the Ministers have )>een 
given a nux’kerv of authority, and the sttxd frame <»f the Imperial Services 
still remains intact, dominating the entire adininistiation, and casting 
sombre shadows over the activities of Ministers. Any interference with 
even this IBnited power of Ministers is therefore the worst of its kind, and 
I regret that your record in this respect has in no way been a negligible one. 
In the second category I would put fh<»se ( lasses of cases in which you have, 
directly or indirectly, encouraged seitions of permanent officials to flout 
the authority of Ministers, leading them to ignore Ministers altogether, 
and to deal directly with you as if (he Ministers did not exist. Arising 
out of all this, there is also one important factor, not directly connected 
with the cases I have mentioned above, but wbich has also contributed 
towards the creation of the situation which I sincerely deplore. I refer to 
your attitude in Cabinet meetings, where you monopolise all the discussions 
and practically force decisions on your Ministers, decisions which are in 
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many cases the outtonie of advice tendered to you by permanent officials 
belongiuK t«> Services whose traditions are fundamentally opjmsed to a 
genuine spirit of sympathy with the feelings and aspirations of the people. 

I know these are very harsh words to use to a Govenior, but I want to 
be perfectly frank with you. I have decided to carrj’ frankness to the 
extreme limit, tM*cause it is my earnest desire to render you the utmost 
possible help in the difficult days that lie ahead of us. Whether you will 
accept my advice or nr»t, is a matter with which T have no concern. The 
choice must lie with you. It is a question of confidence and trust. British 
officials ill India are now faced with a situation uiqiaralleled in the history 
of any civilised country in modern times. Oigaiitic events are shaking 
Empires to their very foundations. Here in India, we are faced with a 
<risis which may lead to the most momentous events affecting the destinies 
not merely of the people of this country, hut of millions of human beings 
all over the world. If ever statesmanship was imlispensable in guiding the 
policy of rulers, the present situation in India has need of that statesmanship 
in the fullest measure. I am, therefore, asking you to j>lay the role of a 
true statesman and tr» realise that India to-day has attained a [losition in 
world politics wherein the wishes of its jieoplc in matters of administration 
<’-annot be ignored with anything like impunity. Administrative measures 
must be suited to the gtoiius and traditions ol tlie peojile and not fashioned 
according t(» the wliims and cajuices of har(len<‘d luircancrats to many of 
whom autocratic ideas are bound up with the very breath of their live.s. 
It is to your ow^n Ministers and not to tliis class of officeis that >ou should 
turn for u<lvi(‘e if vou desire to avoid pitfalls which have* always been 
responsible for administrative di.su^ters 

Let me now come to facts. As regards noui ])ersonal interference in 
total disregard of Ministerial responsibilities, I will briefly refer to only a 
few'. There is first of all the cu.se of your mandate to the Joint Seiretary, 
Commerce and Labour Department, in April last in tlie matter of the rice 
removal policy. Here you acted as if the (n)vernment of India Act in 
B«ngul had been suspended, and you were at the head of an administration 
under section 9'l of the Act. In a matter of sueh vital importance, affecting 
the question of the food-stuff’s of the peiqile. \ou should have called an 
emergent meeting of the rabinel and dis<‘us.sed with \our Ministers the best 
means of carrying out the w'ishes of tlie military authiuities and of the 
Central (L»vernment. But you did nothing of tlie kind. You (lid not even 
send for the Minister in charge of the Department, although he was readily 
available, but you sent for the Joint Secretary instead. You gave him 
orders to take up the work of removal at once, without caring to find out 
the exact position regarding the excess of rice and paddy in different areas 
and the best means of removal and the cheapest method of carrying out the 
scheme. The Joint Secretary says that wdien he was arranging to carry 
out your orders, you grew impatient and gave him definite directions to 
arrange for the removal of excess rice from d distriits within 24 hours. 
Even then you did not con.sult your Ministers, bw’ause presumably you 
thought you (ould not trust them. The result has been a dismal failure 
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»o far as this particular policy is concerned. The Joint Swretary, in his 
haste and hurry to oblige you, advanced twenty lakhs of nipees to a 
nominee of a friend to l^^jrin the work, without any terms having l)een 
settled, or without any arrangements having been made for the safety of 
public money, solely for the purpose of showing that he had started carrying 
out your 4)rders. AVhen we came f(» know of all thi^ at a late stage, we did 
what we could to retrieve the unfortunate position into which Government 
had been placed, hut even then we e4»ul(l not avert the disaster. At the 
present moment we are tiu’ed with a rice famine in Bengal mainly in cou- 
sequeme of an uncalle<l for interference on y<mr part, and of hasty action 
on the part of the Joint Sei retary. As reganl> the huge sums of money 
advanced indiscreetly under }our orders hy the Joint Secretary in the first 
instance, our legal a(i\iseiN are extremely ^luhious if we (‘an ever expect 
to re<*over tlie whole amount. The h»ss t(» (lovernment is Inmnd to be a 
considerable otic, and the responsibility f(»r tliis needless waste of public 
money must l)e shanMl by you and vnir J«unt Secretary. 

Then I ( ome t(» the b(»at reimnal policy. In this y(m have all along 
been acting iindci the advice ami giiidaiu'c of some ])ermun(‘nt officials 
with<»iit taking your Ministers into eeiifideiHe. You have even ignored one 
who happens to be not merel\ \our (Jnet Minister but also the Minister 
in iliaig(* ot the Home Defiaitmeiit. You seem to have been eonsultiiig 
the Militar\ autlioiities in secret and discussing plans with the permanent 
officials; and when e\e?\ thing is almost settled and matters have gone 
beyond conti(d. yon sometimes talk to us with a view to impart information 
as to what, hud been (hme or was laung done. The most outstanding instan(‘e 
ot blunder wliir li has been (omiuitled by the permanent officials, apparently 
with >our knowledge ami coneurieiii e, has Is'cn the ease of the prevention 
of boats from goin;; out into tlie Hay ot Bengal lor the purpose of cultivation 
of the huids in tlie vari<ms islands lying at the mouth of the l)(‘lta. Some 
tardy recognition of the urgency of tlie situation was made when r limited 
number of boats was allowed to go out into the Bay, hut if was then too late 
to iimud mutters. I will not go into details, nor is it n(‘eessary to do so. 
It is enough f(»r me to emphasize that the whide scheme was planned in 
consultation with the Military auth(»rities and some i»ermanent officials, 
without the knowledge not merely of the (’abinet but even of tin* Home 
Minister. 

I now come to the (|ue.stion ()f the formation of Home (iuards. It itJ 
true that you have recently given a belated consent to our proposals regard- 
ing these organisations, but the mischief of oibcialisation of Home Guards 
had already Wen complete, f onstitiitionally, you slumld have accepted 
our advice, but you did n(»t, with the result that the permanent officials 
have practi(“allv officialised the wludc concern. I do not know how far you 
will now be able to retrieve the mischief that has been done. 

I will now say a few words about the manner in which you have all 
along resisted my eft4»rts for the expansion of the Tabinet and the appoint- 
ment of Parliamentary Sec retarie.s. Whatever may be your iM>wers under 
the Act, it is evident that as the Chief Minister I should have the final say 
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in the matter of the compoeition of the Cabinet and in parliamentary 
lippointmentM, and that except for the frraveet of reasons, you should not 
rejet:t my advice in such matters. In Enf^rland^ it would be unthinkable 
that the Prime Minister’s wishes about the Cabinet should be ijrnored. But 
your attitude has l)een one of definite disregard of my wishes in these 
respects. You seem to have taken up this attitude, perhaps in the forlorn 
hope of getting Sir Nazimuddin and his group into the Cabinet. Eight 
months have now passed and your efforts to placate them have borne no 
fruit, but your reluctance to accept my advice has not been slow to produce 
the most bitter results inasmuch as it has hampered the administration of 
the various departments of Government and also thrown a burden on our 
shoulders which it is physically impossible for us to bear. 

During the last few days I have discovered that orders have been passed 
hy Secretaries either on their own responsibility or with your approval, 
explicit or implicit, by totally ignoring the Ministers. For instance, orders 
have been passed that the Government of India should be requested to 
send back to Bengal all officers lent to India by the Bengal Government;’ 
orders have been passed that the powers exercisable by the Provincial 
Government under section 7(5 {B) of the Defence of India Act and Ihiles be 
delegated to local officers. I was not consulted in these cases although they 
affect vital matters of policy. Every day some fact or other comes to light 
which reveals how orders hud been passed in important matters without the 
cognisance of the Minister concerned. I strongly deprecate and resent this 
procedure. After all, I and niy Cabinet are responsible for wljatever action 
is taken by G<*veniment and announced in your name. It is wholly un- 
constitutional and even unfair to saddle us with responsibility for matters 
of which we have had no knowledge and with whicli we have had no con- 
cern. Posts are created for cjfficers without our knowledge, and forced 
upon US for ucc'eptauce, under circumstances which leave us no alternative 
but to agree. 1 could multiply instances, but I }>ur})osely refpoin from 
doing so us I ieel that what I have said already is (‘ncuigh tc> justify my 
grie\iince, 

I now come to tlu* cla.ss of cases in whic h pennaneiit officials have acted 
in defiance of Ministers by completely ignoring their authority. Let me 
begin with the case of the emtruges alleged to have been committed on women 
at v^anoa in the district of Noakhali. There was a Deputy Collector at 
Feni who happened to be the Additional Subdi visional Offic'er at the time, 
who had sent a telegram to the Distric t Magistrate apprising him of what 
had occurred and asking for instructions how to proceed. This action on 
the part of the Deputy Collec'tor was reseated by some of the officials, 
presuuiably ])ec'ause they thought that the telegram might be a very 
important piece of evidence against tlie guilty persons. This officer who 
had only tried to do this duty, was transferred from Feni by a telegram, 
at the bidding of the local officials, by the Chief Secretary. And the Chief 
Secretary passed orders without consulting me who happened to !)e the 
Chief Minister and the Home Minister ! I came to know of this transfer 
several days after it had taken place when I went to Feni to find out what 
the facts of the alleged outrage actually were. I have eince^seen the papers 
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relati^ to this transfer. The telegram of course is not on the File, but 
there is a remark by a high official that the Deputy I’ollector had acted 
indisorwtly. We know what this means. The Deputy Collector was 
naturally frightened and sought safety l.y applying for leave. This leave 
was reused and the officer was summarily trunsferreil to Serajgani. because 
high officials wanted to bundle him out of the Chittagong Division altogether. 


May I in this connei tion remin.l you that when you came to know of 
my programme to visit Feiii, you advi.sed me not to go becnu,se you thought 
that my visit would embarrrass t he local officials P 1 explained ‘to you that 
I had no intention of embarrassing anylwdy, but I considered it iiiy duty 
to pay a visit to an area where the people seemed to lie so much distressed. 
When 1 went there 1 found that practically all the officials of the Chittagong 
Divi.sion had gathered at Feni with a view to prevent my visit to the place 
of occurrence. The Commissioner of the Division plainly tedd me that he 
had received a telephonic message fi-om your .Se.retarv asking him to 
persuade me to abandon my visit. 1 did not go to the village because I 
did not want to ((uarrel with the officials hut met relations of most of the 
women said to have been outraged and the relations of their deceased 
husbands. I had also certain ilocuments brought up to me whiidi left no 
doubt in my mind as l<i what had h:ip|>ened. The reasons tor the telegraphic 
transfer of the Deputy Collector, and foi the anxiety shown by you and the 
ItK-al officials to prevent my visit to the locality arc abundantly clear. 
Even the Chief Minister hail to be kept out of the way, because he could 
not perhaps be trusted to tall into line with the official plans. Further 
fomiuent in suiierfluous. 


I now cf»im* to the eveiitn leuiliii^: to the eloHinj^ down of the Jiudy 
Brahourue Colle^rt* in ( alcutta. You referred to tliis fat t in the luMt (Cabinet 
meetiii^c and tried to defend the Seeretaries. the Director of Public lnntruc- 
tion and the other permanent (»ffi( iaD I naid iiothirif^ to contradict your 
msertions in apoloijui liei au.se I felt so ujf^^riered that I IhouKht silence was 
the better course to ailojit to prevent an outburst. The facts constitute a 
revolting? instance of insubordination, and the main irnidentH are well- 
known. In spite of as.surances j^iveii to me by the Heveniie Secretary and 
other officials that no decision would be taken re^rardin^r the I^ady Hrabourtie 
€ollej;re without reference to me, it appears that the various Secretaries and 
the Director of Public Instruction lM‘tweeii themselves manaj^^ed to hand 
OTer the buildin^.s and appliances to the military authorities without refer- 
ence even to the Minister iifc charjre. The f»fficiul note submitted by the 
Director of Publii Instruction wa.^ to the effect that he had confirmed fhe 
arranjreinents. It is reminiscent f*t the lanirua^e f»f the offiiials half a 
century a^o when every bureaucrat in the Writers’ IJuildintfs uml to consider 
himself as .bij; as the Lieutenant (Governor of Heniral. These officials who 
have bungled over the I>ady Brabourne College incident should lie told 
very plainly that things are now entirely different from what they have 
been i|3t the past, and that they must know how to adapt tfieinselves to the 
altered circumatances. 
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I wilJ now 8ay a few words about the appointments to A.R.P. services. 
Muslims have not ^ot even 5 per cent, of these appointments made by the 
(.'ontroller and his sulKirdinates in Calcutta, and not even 2 per cent, of 
the appointments made by the permanent officialH in the mofussil. To add 
insult to injury, some of these officials have stated that competent Muslims 
were not forthcomiIl^^ Some (»fficials have taken the stran^^e plea that 
MuHliins are not willin^r to accept appointments on low salaries and some 
have hazarded the very ingenuous and novel excuse that Muslims are well 
plated in life and therefore not available for A.R.P. appointments. 1 may 
tell you that these statements are not coriet t, and it is .surprising that high 
officials Ixdding responsible positions should have added to rank injustice the 
frivolity of lia.seless excuses. 1 am annexing stmie tables of figures which 
will show liow Muslim interests have been sacrificed by these officials. The 
situation has passed beyond the stage (»1 argument and exj>lanation. The 
Muslim community will accept no denial and 1 irihist that the erring (»fficials 
be compelled to make ample amends without delay. 1 ju'o]»ose to take up 
this case with the officials ronci*rne(l, and see that justice is done to all 
commuiiitieH and interests. 

1 want you t<» consent to the fcuniatioi; »)f a Bengali Army consi''ting 
oi a hundred thousand young Bengalis consisting of Hindu and Moslem 
youths on a fifly-tifty liasis There is an insistent (hMiiand for such a step 
being taken at (Mice, and the people of Bengal will not he satisfied with 
uuy e.vcuses. It is a national <]emand whi<*h must he inmiediately eoneeded. 

You should a< t as the <*onstitutional (ioveruor and not as the mouthfiieee 
of permanent officials, or of an\ political party. In other wonls, you 
shouhl allow Provimiul Autonom\ to tumtion honestly rather than as a 
cloak for the exen ise of autocratic powers as it the Provime was being 
governed under section fh‘l of the Act.” 

I received no reply to this letter oi the 2nd August, 1942, and I was 
surprised that even in the course of private interviews, Sir John Herbert 
never inferred to the mutters I had discussed in the letter legardiug my 
strong crithisms of his actions. It i.s significant that he never attempted 
to reply to any of tlie very serious allegations I had made in the letter, 
i^lfhough pos.sibly be was all the time harbouring resentment. A few days 
later came the Bombay resolution ot the All-India ('ongress Committee and 
the disturbances which broke out all over India on the 9th of August. It 
is painful to refer to the unfortunate happenings in India which followed 
the Congress resolution, and Bengal naturally had more than its .share of 
the policy of repression which wa.s (nrried on through(»iit India in the name 
of suppression of what was called the Congress rebellion in the country. 
Th^ Defence of India Rules were freely used to arrest and imprison promi- 
nent leaders of the people and also to impose what was called collective 
fines in areas where Hie disturbances bap]>ened to In* of an abnormal 
charaoter. In the case of many of these arrest.s and orders of imprisonment, 
I differed Irotfti the police point of view and also from the Govenior’s point 
of viewC In a very few cases, my recommendations for release were 
accepted, but I was over-rule<} in every other case. In iome cases, the 
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evidence appeared to me to l)e ho slender that I expressed my surprise that 
the police should he insisting on orders Wing passed on practically n<y 
evidence. A few of these arrested persons hav’e l>een released within the 
last week and I wish the luuterials on which they had been originally 
arrested and the reas(»ns for which my onlers of release were over-niled by 
the Governor, could Is* made ]mblic-. Possibly, the Governor has agreed 
to the release of prominent politicals in order to cover the [ireseut Ministry 
with short-lived glory. b\it the public can cuisily see through the game. 
In many cases (»rders passed by nic us long ago as August «ir September 
last have been allowed to remain unexecuted till some monu*ntous conHi- 
derations of State liave induc'ed tlie Governor to consent to their release at 
this moment just on the eve ot the session the Legislature. 

In the ( a^o of ((dltMlivr fim*''. wc had tn*mendous diftic ull ies. In most 
of the cases the amounts imposed were liardly comTUcnsiiratc with the • rimeH 
that had been (ommitt^'d and in almost all ot these (mses the innocent 
suffered nmn* than the Lniilty .\s usual, my dis.s(*ntient voi('e iiever 
prevailed ami the point ot vh*w and the re<‘o!nmc*ndat ions of the 

permanent officials found ta\ou! with the* (lovernoi. 

All this time, I hud l>een urtiing upmi the Governor to let m<* have an 
expansion of the cabinet both be<au''e the iiumluT ot Ministers was not 
adequate* 1(» cope* witli the enormous amount ot work, and also because there 
were groups in tiie l’rogn*s*.i\e ( oalitntii ]hiit\ i*sjie<’iall\ belonging to tin* 
scheduled easte which were not adee|natel\ represeiit<*d in the cabnu*t . But 
in all these efforts, 1 failed (*ompletel\ I’he Governoi did not agree to 
any expansion ami avoidcMl acteding to m\ !e*qm*sl on soim* pretext or 
other. 

In spite of all my efioits l<» avert a i risis, time brought no < hanpe in 
the attitude of the (ioveinor. Our relations 4la\ h\ da\ beeame strained, 
and matters came almost fo a crisis during tlie August and Sejitember 
Session of the As.seinbl\ . Tlie Kuroi»eaii Purt_\ l|ad tabled a resolution 
supporting all the measures taken b\ tlie (i^»^ eminent to suppress wliat was 
called the Congress rebellion, and the so-called Muslim licague party hud 
ta*l)led a resolution expressing the opinion that the measures taken had been 
inadequate. Both tliese resolutions were somewhat emhariassing to me 
because neither of them containeil the whole truth 'I’he Muslim League 
motion was meant as a vote of eeiiHure and the Knropean party resolution w*as 
meant to extract a statement from the Congress groups (hat the repressive 
measures taken had been justified. The Assembly, however, broke up 
under somewhat boisterous meiies of indiscipline niuuifested by a few 
memWrs of the Muslim lu-ague, but as subsequent events went fo show, 
the matter did not terminate there. 

In the meantime, the situation in the pr»ivince deteriorated jaad the* 
disastrous consequence's c»f the mistaken ii<*e p*licy‘ began to maflitiiat, 
themselves. There was .shortage of rice even in the most fertiUl portiOlMJ oi 
Bengal and in spite of loud protests by the people, reckleia in 

rice by Government agents Wgan to deprive the people in the rurA Areas 
of even their ordinary requirements of food. 
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I went to Delhi to attend a conference rei^rdingr tlie condition of rice 
and other foodutuffs and I got an ansurance from the Government of India 
that all exports of rice from Bengal would be prohibited. Unfortunately, 
liowever, export was never stopped and authentic reports have disclosed the 
deplorable fact that even when there was a rice famine in Bengal, exports 
iof rire continued to go on in large quantities. It was at this time that 
the Governor decided to appoint a rice controlling officer in place of 
Hon. Soinersett Butler to control all sales and purchase of rice and selected 
Mr. Mclnnes for this purpose. I had represented to the Governor that an 
Indian with sufficient experience of business in rice should be appointed, 
but he was of a different opinion. I was surprised one day to hear that the 
selection had already been made and Mr. Mclnnes had been asked to join 
the post. I made no secret of the fa< t that I did not approve either of the 
appointment of Mr. Mclnnes or the manner in which that appointment had 
been made. Matters were becoming unpleasant and Mr. Pinnell came to 
see me one day with the file relating to that appointment. After an elaborate 
discussion I thought that it would l)e useless to upset an appoinfj|iatLt 
already made, and I therefore agreed to give Mr. Mclnnes a chance. I 
was, how’ever, surprised to find subsequently some remarks made by the 
Governor in which the facts about the appointment K)f Mr, Mclnnes had 
been very much distorted and there was also a remark by the Governor 
that Mr. Mclnnes and Mr. Pinnell should be allowvd to go on unchecked 
with their own jmlicy, and any interference on the j)art of the Ministers 
with their work should be re|)orted to tlie Governor. I took serious 
objection to these remarks and I felt compelled to write a frank letter to 
the Governor, explaining to him my point of view and telling him how 
bitterly 1 resented the whole affair. 

The letter, Sir, was dated the 9th January, 194d, and as I came to the 
House I liave received a letter from the Secretary to the Govenior that 
the Governor objects to this letter being read in the Hou.se and in deference 
to the wishes of the G(>vernor I will not read that letter fo the House. 

While things were still in this unpleasant state, the Governor began 
to insist that Gabinet Ministers ^ihould make what he called an unequi- 
vocal statement regarding their attitude towards the measures taken to 
suppress the Congress movement. He expected that at the earliest 
opportunity we should make such a statement to the House. My colleagues 
belonging to the Congress party and our supporters belonging to the 
Congres.s groups had no hesitation in making a full and frank expression of 
their attitude towards the movement and als*> the measures that had been 
taken by the Government to suppress the movement. Accordingly, my 
Hindu colleagues and I met the European party at a small meeting and 
there exi>lained our whole position. The Europeau party were fully satisfied 
and for the moment there was .something like peace. Various events, 
however, brought to the surface the latent feelings of dissatisfaction which 
' l^be Governor, the permanent officials, and the Europeau party Iwre towards 
me and some of my colleagues. Matters came to a head when Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee made his statement to the House on the 12th February 
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regarding the circumstanced leading to his resignation. The statement 
made by Dr. Mookerjee added fuel to the fire. We were asked to dissociate 
ourselves from the statement made by Dr. Mookerjee, and practically to 
make a statement in the House that the Governor had been acting in a most 
constitutional manner and that the measures taken by Government had not 
only been amply justified but had been carried out under circumstances of 
exceptional clemency under great provocation. Personally, I was not 
prepared categorically to deny all that Dr. Mookerjee had said ; there was 
much in that statement with which I certainly agreed, and I could not 
reconcile my conscience with the suggestion that had been made to me, to 
condemn statements with which I was more or less in agreement. There 
cannot be the slightest doubt that the European party became violently 
inflamed against me and I now su.spect that from February onwards there 
was a sort of an agreement between my political adversaries on the one 
hand, and high ofiicials and the European party on the other, to oust me 
from office. I felt the situation very keenly. I found myself working in 
an uncongenial atmo.sphere and always hampered by those from whom I 
expected support and co-operation. I thought that the best solution of the 
situation would be to have an all- parties Cabinet, which would be in a 
position to work unaffected by any opposition, and would be strong enough 
to resist any attempts on the part of any party or group to hamper the 
activities of the Government. 

It was at this stage that I made my statement in the House regarding 
Government policy on Midnapore affairs. The matter came up before the 
House in the course of a discussion on an adjournment motion, and all 
sections of the House except the European party strongly urged the appoint- 
ment of a committee of enquiry. The allegations made were of so serious 
a character and yet so specific, that it was felt that it would be in the interest 
of the officials themselves to put the accusers to proof of their accusations. 

I agreefl. This amounted U) a promise to hold an enquiry into the allega- 
tions. and when the Governor heard what I had said he wrote to me the 
following letter: 

* ‘Government House, 
Calcutta, 

The 1.5th February, 1943. 

Mt Deaii Chief Ministeb, 

I have received information which I ilave difficulty in crediting in view 
of your report on Midnapore at your last interview, that you have given 
today in the Legislature an undertaking for an enquiry into the conduct of 
officials in that district. You are well aware that this subject attracts my 
special responsibilities and you are also well aware of my views on the 
undesirability of enquiries in this matter. If my information is correct, 

I shall expect an explanation from you at your interview tomorrow morning 
of your conduct in failing to consult me before announcing what pux^orts 
to be the decision of the Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. A. Heibeet. 

The Hoh’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq."' 
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I could not take the situation lying down and wrote to the OoTemor the 
following reply: 


“114-A, New Park Street, Calcutta, 


The 16th February, 1943. 


Dear Sir Johr, 

In reply to your letter of the 15th February, 1943, I write to say that 
1 owe you no explanation whatever in respect of my 'conduct* in failing 
to eon-iilt you before announcing what acc.ording to you is the decision of 
the Government; but I certainly owe you a duty to administer a mild 
warning that indecorous language such as has been used in your letter 
under reply should, in future, be avoided in any correspondence between 
the Governor and his Chief Minister. 

During my last interview I certainly did not convey any impression 
that the affairs of Midnapore did not call for an enquiry. That interview 
only lasted for 15 to 20 minutes, and reference to Midnapore in the course 
of the discussion, did not take up more than 5 minutes. It was for the first 
time during the last 5 months that I had been to Midnapore and even that 
for only 6 hours. I could only visit 2 or 3 villages, which are alleged to 
have been scenes of some outrages on women. All that I told you was that 
there hod been no regular enquiry and it was difficult to say whether there 
were no exaggerations or whether these allegations were true. It was 
obviously impossible for me to give you anything like a report about 
Midnapore, As a matter of fact, I had been asking the Home Department 
officials to let me have the Governmnt version about Midnajwre. But they 
utterly failed to do so or at any rate, could not supply me with any report, 
except a scrappy note which was handed over to me by Mr. Porter in the 
Assembly Hou>e during the cour-^e of the debate yesterday. Even these 
notes do not, in the least, pretend to touch even the fringe of the various 
serious allegations that were made yesterday on the floor of the House. It 
is, therefi)re, incorrect tt» .say that 1 had given you any report about 
Midnapore. I do not know what you mean by this remark but let me tell 
YOU that I know nothing about what has hapjH.*ned in Midnapore, nor was 
it possible for me to give you an\| information, nor did I actually give any 
report about the happenings in the district. 

Permit me to tell you that the adjournment motion was tabled on Friday 
and the whole of the Home Department knew, and I am absolutely certain 
that you yourself knew, that .serious allegations were going to be made 
about the happenings at Midnapore. In |he course of the speech made by 
Dr, Syamaprosad Mookerjee on the opening day of the Session, he did not 
mino« matters about Midnapore and he gave sufficient indications of the 
kind of speeches that would be made on the floor of the House in the course 
of the Debate. It is impossible for me to believe that you did not feel that 
there would he an insistent and almost irresistible demand for an enquiry 
from all sides of the House. If your feelings have been that no enquiry 
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fl[]iould be inetitnted, it was your clear duty to send for me and tell me that 
wbaterer the demand may be and from whatever side it may be^ I was to 
have told the House that you were opposed to such an enquiry and therefoto 
no enquiry can be promised by Government. Let me add abo that since 
Saturday, we had been closetted together with higher officials of the Home 
Department who knew we were in favour of an enquir}*. How can 1 
believe after this that you knew nothing about a very certain demand that 
would l)e made for an enquiry P You neglected your duty in sending for 
me and, now j'ou accuse me that in the House 1 gave an unauthoritative 
decision of Government. When I was in the House, 1 found that not only 
were the most serious charges brought by responsible members of the 
House, but that the demand for an enquiry was not opposed by a single 
member. Even the European Group kept silent and the Opposition were 
loudest in condemning us for not having made enquiries long before, ll 
the circumstances, I felt, in consultation with my colleagues, that it waa 
impossible to resist the demand for the enquiry that had l)een made. 

I enclose herewith a copy of the concluding portion of my speech which 
I delivered yesterday on the floor of the House. Contrary to my usual 
practice. I read out from a manuscript the last portion of my speech. A 
perusal of the speech will convince you that what I said was that the 
Council of Ministers, as distinguished from Government, were agreed that 
it would be expedient to ht>ld a committee of emjuiry if only with a view to 
exculpating the public servanU from the very grave charges such as had 
been levelled agitinst them. You will thus see that the question whether 
or not the Council of Minister.s should tender to you a particular advice 
does not come within the purview of your special resjmnsihilities, even if 
it be conceded that the acceptance of such advice would involve the exerciae 
of your special responsibilities. In these circumstances, I do not think 
that in so far as my statement in the Assembly is <oncerned any of your 
special responsibilities are attracted. If and when the Council of Minisieri 
tenders to you advice contemplated in the penultimate «*ntence of my 
speech, it will then be for you to consider whether in accepting this advice 
your special responsibilities are attracted. 

It appears from your letter that you are not prepared to give your 
consent to the constitution of a committee of enquiiy. If so, the only 
course left open to me is to make a statement in the House in which 1 ahaU 
endeavour to explain that my statement made yesterday should not be 
taken as a commitment on the part of the Government to a committee of 
enquiry, and that I propose to read out to the House your letter under 
reply so as to explain my position. I shall not however do so without 
giving you previous notice. My colleagues and I are responsible to the 
Legislature and the Legislature Iras a right to expect a sufficient explana* 
tion as to .why a committee of enquiry cannot be constituted. The only 
explanation which I can offer is the letter I have received from you. 

1 wa.s due for an interview with you this morning at 10. I have already 
verbally indicated to your Private Secretary that it will not be possible 
for me to go and see you, because I consider that unless sufficient amen^b 
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Are made for the lan^age used in your letter under reply, no useful purpose 
would be serred by an interview which would admittedly have been carried 
/ut in a spirit of anger. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. K. Fazlul Huq. 

His Excellency Sih John Herbert, g.c.i.e., 

Governor of Bengal.^ ^ 

All this happened on the eve of and during the Budget discussion, and 
the voting on Budget demands, and I had to plunge into the most strenuous 
most critical and most difficult of all the Assembly sessions with a mind 
weighed down with worries and anxieties for the future. Many of my 
supporters were in jail, and although the European party were not 0 ]>enlv 
in Opposition, the support they occasionally gave was lukewarm and half- 
hearted. Many of those whom I had hitherto looked upon as my supporters 
seemed to he in collusion with the Opposition, and our Government was 
subject to constant fusillades from all sides. Through the mercy of 
Providence, however, wc overcame all these attempts to overthrow us, till 
reached the votings on the 2J)th March when there was only one day left 
over for votings on Budget demands. 

1 suddenly received a summon from the Governor to see him at 7-30 p.m. 
on Sunday, the 28th March. I w'as in high spirits when I w’ent to Govern- 
ment House, because I found all my (*olleagues and our supporters confident 
of what appeared to be our invulnerable position. When I met the 

Governor at about 7-30 p.m., I found him seated with his Secretarj-, and 

when w'e began the conversation we three were the only persons in that 
rwm. After a few minutes’ talk, the Governor asked for my resigna- 
tion. I have told the story so often that I feel I would be boring the 
House with a repetition, but for the sake of continuity of narrative, I 

cannot but repeat the wonderful story. I vehemently but respectfully 

protested, but the Governor told me that he wanted my resignation, as I 
had made statements in the House to the effect that I would be prepared 
to tender resignation in order to facilitate the formation of an all-partiee 
Cabinet. I said that I still adhere<l to that position but that w^as no reason 
why I should resign without being satisfied about the fulfilment of the 
conditions for an All-Parties Ministry. He, however, insisted on my 
tendering resignation then and there, and in order to clinch the matter, he 
brought out a typed piece of paper purporting to be my letter of resignation 
to the Governor, I explained to him that if I tendered my resignation at 
that stage, the Budget demands would remain unfinished and the Finance 
Bill also would be sabotaged. But the Governor was still insisting on my 
signature. I then asked for time to conifult my colleagues and my party. 
But the Governor was obdurate and refused my request. He was deter- 
mined to have my signature then and there. I still resisted. Upon this, 
the Governor slightly changed his front and assured me that no effect 
would be given to the letter of resignation immediately, but that he would 
keep it with himself be shown to party-leaders in case there was a 
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possibility of an all-parties Cabinet. Upon this assurance given by the 
Gbvemor, that the letter of resignation would not be made eflfeotive unless 
actually required for the purpose of the formation of an all-parties Cabinet, 
I signed that letter and handed it over to the Governor. I again reminded 
him that it was not meant to be treated as a letter of resignation and that 
no effect should be given to it unless the circumstances arose for which 1 
had consented to sign that previously drafted piece of paper. I now recall 
an incident which did not strike me then, but which I now consider 
extremely significant. As soon as I had handed over that document to the 
Governor, he turned to the Secretary and asked him to telephone something 
to the European party. A letter of resignation had been drafted, and kept 
ready-typed for signature Governor insisting for signature, although ray 
resignation meant the sabt»tage of the entire Budget, the telephone message 
went to the European Party as so<»n as I had put my signature; his 
acceptance of the letter of resignation came the same evening within two 
hours of my return home, contrary to his definite assurance. Who can 
deny that the conclusion is irresistible that there was design and conspiracy 
of a sordid character? 

As soon as the House met, I was (|uestioned as to what had happened 
and I made a brief reply. The House was adjourned and I immediately 
wrote the following letter to Sir John : 


“Crt/ruffo, 

The 29th March. 1943, 


De.\r Sir John, 

I understand that Your Excellency wants me to see you. 1 am, at the 
present moment, w mentally upset that I do not find it possible for me to 
have any useful discussion with Your Excellency on any subject. 

From early morning I was hearing all sorts of rumours that I saw Your 
Excellency last night and everybody seemed to know that I had tendered my 
resignation which had been accepted. As soon as I entered the House thii 
morning, pointed questions were put to me as to whether it was a fact that 
I had tendered resignation and that the resignation had been a<’C«pte<L 
You will judge for yourself that I could not tell a lie, and I had to tell the 
House that 1 had to sign a letter of resignation which had been already 
drafted and that I received your letter aciepting my resignation in coursa 
of less than a couple of hours. You will, therefore, now see the reasotf'why 
I had advised you not to press for my resignation. I pointedly told you 
about the Budget and the Finance Bill and as far as 1 remember, you said 
that I had to pilot the Finance Bill and therefore the resignation would not 
take effect immediately. I was, therefore, surprised when I found twa 
lines as a i^stscript in your own handwriting that you would defer the 
announcement of the acceptance of my resignation till 8 p.m. tonight, and 
that you are doing so at my request. 1 fully remember that I did not make 
any snch request. 1 said that the resignation should not be accepted for the 
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prwent, and I do not understand how the queation of deferring the 
announcement of acceptance till 8 p.m. tonight could poseibly ariae. I do 
not see the particular significance of 8 p.m. 

I must now tell you something about the constitutional position. As 
soon as I made the announcement in the House that my resignation had 
been accepted, pointed questions were put to me whether our responsibilities 
were joint or several, and I told that our responsibilities were joint and 
several. Thereupon the Speaker ruled that the Ministry is functus officio 
and therefore could not move the Budget demands, and on this the Speaker 
adjourned the House for a fortnight, 

I have made a short statement, as I could not refuse answering questions 
that were put to me concerning such an event. I have, however, refrained 
from going into details. 

A party meeting is going on and I am being pestered with questions 
from all sides as to why I signed the letter of resignation and I am being 
wriously taken to task for letting the party and my colleagues down. 
Vigorous speeches are being made that I had betrayed the party and 
betrayed my colleagues. I remember that I requested you not to insist on 
my signing the letter of resignation before I had an opportunity of consult- 
ing my colleagues and the party, but you said that the letter should be 
signed then and there, which had already been drafted in anticipation. I 
only carried out Your Excellency’s request; but I knew tliat trouble would 
arise and trouble has arisen. 

As I was going to sign this letter, I was informed that you wanted to 
have a Cabinet meeting thi.s afternoon. I was also told that you hold the 
▼iew that my resignation does not take effect till 8 p.m. tonight, and as 
regards the others, they continue in office since they have not officially 
tendered resignation. My colleagues and I differ from you in this view. 
So far as my resignation is concerned, it has already Wen accepted and your 
postscript said that only the announcement would not be made till 8 p.m. 
this evening. It is obviou.s that the acceptance and the announcement are 
two different things. Once the resignation h accepted and communicated, 

It does not matter when it is announced. As regards the other Ministers, 
it may be a debatable point, but the Speaker has ruled that they are 
functus officio in consequence of my resignation. 

Fnless thert*fore your acceptance of mv resignation is withdrawn and 
the letter I had to sign at Government House is treated as cancelled and 
returned to me, there cannot be a Cabinet meeting today. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. K. Fazlcl Hru. 

H. E. Sir John Arthur Herbert, g.c.i.e.” 

It u significant that I received no reply to this letter and that the 
•legations made in this letter have not yet been contradicted. The 
fostscript in his letter accepting my resignation deserves more than a 
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passing notice. It means that although the Ooremor knew that I had 
become functus officio by reason of his acceptance of my resignation, he 
wanted me to appear before the Assembly, as if I was still a Minister in 
office, moTe for demands in his name and thereby knowingly perpetrate a 
fraud on the Assembly. And I was prompted to perpetrate this fraud by 
no less a person than the Governor of the Province! The fact that the 
Governor did not make any comments on the allegations contained in this 
letter, leave alone contradicting them, is of great significance. I repeated 
all my allegations against the Governor in a letter which I wrote to His 
Excellency the Viceroy on the 16th April, a copy of which I forwarded to 
the Governor. I have made my accusations and allegations public on 
several occasions, but up till now, the Governor has not thought fit to reply 
to my allegations contained in letters which I purposely wrote to him, nor 
have there been any contradictions in Press notes or communique issued 
from Government House. My allegations and accusations cannot therefore 
be described as after-thoughts spun out of my imagination, and they remain 
absolutely unchallenged. 

To come now to the activities of Sir John Herbert after he had once 
managed to secure my so-called letter ot resignation. All ideas of having 
an All-Parties’ Ministry w’ere cast to the winds and the Governor began 
to act as if the only end ho had in view was .somehow to smuggle Sir 
Nazimuddin into power. He forgot his solemn promises given to me that 
he would consult the leaders of all the parties and try to form a national 
Cabinet. He forgot also his solemn u.ssurances given to me on the night 
of the 28th of Mareh that he was anxious to retain me as his Chief Minister, 
and that I had not forfeited his confi<leu(‘e but that he w’as asking me to 
sign the so-called letter of resignation only to enable him to parley with 
party leaders. I possess abundant documentary evidence that Sir John 
Herbert knew that I w'ould consent to voluntary resignation only, and only 
if, such resignation appeared to be indispensably necessary for the purpose 
of the formation of an all-parties’ Cabinet. I]xtracts from my correspond- 
ence with Sir John Herbert will make this abundantly clear. 

On the 26th March, I wrote as follows: — 

“De.\r Sib John, 

With reference to my conversation with Your Excellency this morning, 

I write to say that at a time like this it is extremely desirable that the 
Cabinet should be constituted so as to include the representatives of all the 
political parties in the I^egislature. As I have several times told Your 
Excellency, I should always be ready to help you in bringing about such 
a consummation, and if at any time Your Excellency feels that I am an 
obstacle to the formation of such a Cabinet, I shall be prepared to tender 
resignation of my office in the interest of the country. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. K. Fazlvl Htro. 

B. S. Sxm JoBii Aethite Hbebiet, o.c.z.b.” 
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Xo this I received the following reply.' — 

'Veam Chief Minister, 

H. E. me to thank you for your letter of today’s date in which you 
state that you are willing to tender your resignation in order to facilitate 
the constitution of a Cabinet comprising ail political parties. I am to 
enquire whether you would hare any objection to the letter being shown to 
party leaders with a view to consulting them as to the formation of such a 
Cabinet. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. deC. Williams.” 

It is evident that even the so-called letter of resignation drafted and 
kept ready by the Governor himself emphasized this point of view. That 
letter runs in the following terms: — 

“Dkar Sir John, 

Understanding that there is a probability of the formation of a 
Ministry representative of most of the parties in the event of my resigna- 
tion, I hereby tender my resignation of my office as Minister in the sincere 
hope that this will prove to be in the best interests of the people of Bengal. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. K. Fazlcl Huq. 

To H. E. Sir John Arthur Herhert, ci.c.i.B.” 

It is therefore evident that even up to the 28th March, 1943, when Sir 
John Herbert got my signature on that letter of resignaticm. it was agreed 
that it should be the endeavour of the Governor to form a representative 
and all-parties’ Cabinet. But the cabinet that has been formed is not an 
All-Parties’ Cabinet. It is not even representative of the majority of the 
various parties in the House. It is not only much less representative than 
the cabinet I had formed in 1941 but is in fact a cabinet compo.sed of a 
single party in the House under the domination of a political caucus 
composed of the members of the family of the Khwajas of Dacca. Sir 
John Herbert so far forgot himself that he stooped to canvass support for 
Sir Nazimuddin’s cabinet. He then proceeded to put Sir Nazimuddin in 
I>ower with a cabinet consisting of 13 Ministers, 13 Parliamentary Secre- 
taries and 4 Government Whips, although in our time we were not allowed 
any expansion of our small cabinet of only eight Ministers or the appoint- 
ment of more than one Parliamentary Secretary. 

I am reminded at this stage of something very similar which happened 
in the year 1926. Lord Lytton wae then the Governor and was anxious to 
have Sir Abdur Rahim as one of his Ministers, provided a suitable Caste 
Hindu could be induced to become a colleague of Sir Abdur Rahim. It so 
happened that in consequence of a speech which Sir Abdur Rahim had 
delivered at Aligarh in 1925, no caste Hindu would consent to Join him as 
a colleague in his Ministry'. Lord Lytton gave Sir Abdur Ri^im only 4 
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days* time to find out a Hindu colleague and when Sir Abdur Rabim 
reported that he had not been successful in his attempts to induce any caste 
Hindu to join him as a Minister, Lord Lvtton politely told Sir Abdur 
Bahim that he could not under those circumstances accept Sir Abdur 
Rahim as a 'Minister. Lord Lvtton acted in a perfectly oonatitutloiial tray. 
He realized that it was no business of his to do the work of a canvasser for 
Sir Abdur Rahim. But Sir John Herbert is apparently a Governor of a 
different type. When once he had made up his mind that I should be 
removed from the office of Chief Minister, he did not hesitate to adopt any 
measures to achieve this end. He did not hesitate to cajole me, persuade 
me and to hold out pronii.ses which he never meant to keep. But he forgot 
all his promises and cast hi.s assurances to the winds the moment I had 
turned my back on Government House, and manifested all the zeal of a 
partisan in trying to secure colleagues for Sir NaEimuddiu. 

The above is by no means an exhaustive list of the many case# of 
unconstitutionalism and partisanship on the part of Sir John Herbert. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On u point of order, Sir. May 1 
ask whether all this i.s in keeping with rule 12!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I think this is time for prayer. IjHi ua 
pray first and then I shall take up the matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: After that my prayer will be heard! 
(Laughter.) 

(The House was then adjourned for lo minutes.) 

( A fter A (1 joum men t,) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is the desire of the House that the entire 
business fixed for today be finished. 

Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Today the House meets for the first time 
after the formation of the new cabinet, and serious questions affecting not 
merely the welfare but even the existence of sixty millions of the people of 
this province will be discus.sed, raising issues of confidence and oo>confidence 
in the present cabinet. It is evident that the cabinet is on it« trial. 
During the last 3 months the food situation has degenerated to such an 
alarming extent that the famine conditions which are now raging in Bengal 
are unprecedented in the annals of this province. There are signs that the 
famine that seems to l)e impending on us will be far more disastrous an<l 
devastating than the great famine of 1770 A.D. The present cabinet 
knows very well that it is entirely to blame for the situation and that it is 
unable to cope with it effe<‘tively. In order to ewape public criticism, it 
has gagged the press and forbidden public meetings where food problems 
are likely to be discussed. In these circumstances, Sir John Herbert 
should allow the Opposition a fair chance of focussing public opinion inside 
the House in order that the Assembly may come to a decision on all 
questions on their merits. Of all the faults of which a Governor can be 
guilty, the fault of partisanship is the most reprehensible. In England or 
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in the English colonies such an attitude of a Governor would never be 
tolerated. A partisan Governor is no more fit for his high office than a 
partisan Judge. By being a partisan, he acts contrary to his Instrument 
of Instructions and makes himself liable to removal from office. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I rise to my prayer again? 
The Governor is being called a '‘partisan Governor” — is that desirable? 

Mr« SPEAKER S Mr. Siddiqi, I think that this question arose on the 
last occasion when Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee made his statement and a 
<le<’isiou was given by the Deputy Speaker who was then in the Chair. I 
have no reason to differ from that decision, that decision being that 
Governor’s personal conduct, apart from his conduct as head of the 
executive, cannot be discussed, but the Governor’s conduct as part of the 
administrative machinery is certainly subject to criticism and discussion. 

Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a recognised legal maxim in England 
that even the King cannot by any means place himself above the law of 
the land. In the case of overseas dominions of the Crown, the same legal 
maxim holds good. There the Crown’s agents, Governors and Governor- 
Generals are not even general representatives of the Sovereign but have 
powers delegated to them by the terms of their commission and may act 
lawfully only within the limits of their commission. They receive powers 
which though ample and adequate for the governnient of the territories 
committed to their charge are neverthele.ss definite, enumerated and well- 
defined. A Governor who acts in (‘ontraveiition ot the terms of hi.s commission 
makes himself liable to censure, judicial punishment or recall. Thus 
Lord Dalhousie in 18‘2><, Lord Aylmur in 1884 and Sir Colin Campbell* in 
18411 were recalled on an address of the legislature to the Crown even 
though the Canadian Constitution Act of the time contained no provision 
for such recall. Lord Sydenham, the Governor-General of Canada in 
1840, »aw nothing objectionable in such addres6 of the Assembly for the 
removal of the Governor. Australia. New Zealand and South Africa also 
furnish similar instani'es of recall of Governors by the Crown on an 
address of the Legislature though the Constitution Acts of these Dominions 
bad no specific provision for the purpose. In the Government of India 
Act, 1985, the powers of discretion and individual judgment vested in the 
Governor-General or the Governor are hedged by the remedial methods of 
(a) ap])eal to the Federal Court, (b) appeal to the judicial Committee *5^ the 
Privy Council and (c) scrutiny by the House of Commons in order to prevent 
^‘the complete dictatorship” of the Governor-General or the Provincial 
Governor. It is therefore an outrage on the Constitution if a Governor- 
General or a Governor seeks to place himself above the law of the land by 
the exercise of his powers of discretion or individual judgment, and the 
legislature owes a duty to itself to help to discover and fight for constitu- 
tional remedies against such violation. 

I am afraid I have trespassed too much on the patience of the House. 
I think I have made it abundantly clear that the fight that is going to take 
place between the present Ministry and the Opposition will be a fight 
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between the forces of reaction, of tyranny and injustice on the one handy 
and the representatives of the poverty-stricken people on the other. The 
high and mighty, the wealthy and the affluent will be on the side of the 
Ministers, and the Opposition will he left to play their part under numerous 
difflculties and disadvantages. But I can assure the Ministers and their 
eupporters that the Opposition will not lose heart, even if the Ministers are 
able to tide over this crisis. It is not the votes of the members of the 
Opposition which they should dread, hut the tormented cries of the 
famine-stricken people of Bengal which will bring (imrs curses on their 
heads. Sooner or later, Ministers who have been profiteering at the cost of 
,the poverty-stricken million.s of Bengal will find their doom and meet their 
fate. Sir John Herbert may protect them for a while, but there is a power 
far mightier than Governors or Viceroys or Se<Tetaries of State. The mills 
of God grind slowly but they grind exceeding small; and sooner perhaps 
than .Sir John Herbert or the .supporters of the Ministers may think, 
neinesis will overtake those who had ru.*<hed into office not to serve the people 
but to enjoy the sweets of power and emoluments. 

If there is actually famine as we apprehend, there is bound to be a 
revolution in Bengal and what happened in Russia can happen alsc> in thin 
far flung corner of the Eastern Hemisphere. The Ministers are mistaken 
if they think that false propaganda will save them from their inevitable 
destiny. They will not be saved, unless Providence in His mercy deems it 
fit to forgive their .sins and to give them a chance of redemption. For our 
part, we will go on doing our dut\ . We w'ill not l>e disappointed or 
broken-hearted. If we fail to dislodge the present Ministers from power, 
the more they remain in office, the greater will be the catalogue of their sins, 
and some day sooner or later, they will be humble U) the dust even a.s t\ runts 
and oppressors of humanity have met their doom in the chwiuered history 
of mankind. 

Sir, one word more and I have finished. I have made certain definite 
allegations against His Excellency the Governor. I have charged him with 
partisanship and violation of hi-* Instrument of Instructions. The charges 
are either true and correct, or false and incorrect. The public have a right 
to know whether His Excellency ac«*ept my allegations as true and correct 
or otherwise. His Excellency is not without his remedy. Apart fn»m 
issuing Government communiques or Press Xotes, His Excellency the 
Governor has the right to addres.s the House and let the Members know bis 
version of the various incidents to which I have referred in my statement. 
The points raised are of the utmost constitutional importance and His 
Excellency would be extremely ill-advi.sed if he allows the public to draw 
their own conclusions from his studied silence. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Faxlul Huq 
has given to the House a comprehensive review of the circumstances relat- 
ing to the signing of his letter of resignation. I would now crave the 
indulgence of the House to complete the narrative and to show how the 
dissolution of the Cabinet was brought about, involving what was described 
in the (^dlal communique as the resignation of the individual Ministers. 
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After the adjournment of the Assembly in the morning of the 29th 
March, the Governor invited me and my colleague Mr. P. N. Banerjee to 
meet him when a discussion took place regarding the situation. The 
Governor was pleased to express the hope that both of us would continue 
in office. We suggested that he should invite the different party leaders 
including Mr. Fazlul Huq and ask for their advice and agreement so that 
no legal or constitutional difficulty might stand in the way of the Budget 
being passed. We pointed out that such a course would be fully in accord 
with the spirit of the Chief Minister’s resignation for an all parties Ministry 
which had received a full measure of support from the Governor himself. 
No such course was, however, adopted by him. 

Two days later, on the Slst March, at the invitation of the Governor, 
the members of Mr. Fazlul Huq’s Ministry collectively met the Governor. 
A written fonnula w’as read out to us by the Governor and we were asked 
to tender our resignation then and there. We maintained that with the 
resignation of the Chief Minister the entire Ministry had gone out of office 
and there could not be any question of resignation of an office which we had 
ceased to hold. We made it clear that we did not feel called upon to 
tender our resignation in order to facilitate the suspension of the constitu* 
tion under such circumstances. As this view was not accepted we wanted 
to consider the position and communicate our views later on. 

A copy of the formula was sent to me some time later in the day, and 
in the evening 1 sent to the Governor a statement in reply signed by the 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Mr. P. N. Banerjee, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan and myself. I place before the House the 
Governor’s Formula and our statement in reply. This is the Formuhlt 

“I have the following statement to make to Hon’ble Ministers. Hon’ble 
Ministers yesterday expressed the view that as the result of Mr. Fazlul 
Huq’s resignation and its acceptance by me they have ceased to be 
Ministers. I am advised that that is not the ca.se until they have tendered 
their resignations and those resignations have Wen accepted (or they have 
been dismissed). British practice is, I am advised, that on the acceptance 
by the Crown of the resignation of the Prime Minister or his death or 
dismissal, the offices of his colleagues are entirely at the disposal of his 
successor, and though it is not necessary (as the Crown as advised by the 
Prime Minister can dismiss at pleasure) it is customary for Ministers as a 
matter of courtesy or obligation to offer resignations. I feel that in present 
circumstances it would W appropriate for honourable members of their own 
accord to submit their resignations here and now which I would accept. 
But if the honourable members so desire — though I consider it unnecessary — 
I will now formally invite them to resign here and now, solely in view of 
the Chief Minister’s resignation, from no question of lack of confidence in 
them, but simply in order to clear the present situation, an object which I 
am sure we all desire. The alternative, of my dismissing the Minister# 
solely in order to clarify the constitutional position, ought not to be neces- 
sary and I think you yourselves would not desire it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq resigned with tfce avowed and public- 
spirited object of enabling the formation of a broad-based Ministry 
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repreienting as many parties as possible. I am sure that j’ou, his colleagueti 
would wish to further that object. I am not as yet in a position to com- 
^ mission any one to form a Ministry; but I am requesting Sir Naiimuddin» 
as the leader of the largest self-contained party outside the late Ministry, 
to investigate and report to me the possibilities of the kind of Ministry 
which your late Chief Minister envisaged as the result of his public-spirited 
self-effacement. I am asking you now to co-operate, so far as you can, with 
Sir Naisimuddin in his investigation. 

As regards arrangements for the immediate future, I regret that I am 
not at the moment in a position to give you any information.” 

This is the statement in reply which was sent by us later on that day, 
in the evening : 

“We have to make the following statement in answer to the Formula 
which was read out at the conference of the colleagues of Mr. Failul Huq 
held at the Government House at 11 a.m. this morning, copies of which 
w’cre sent to us later on. We adhere to our view that the resignation of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq as Chief Minister of the province led to the dissolution of 
the Council of Ministers in Bengal. In our view the tendering of resigna- 
tion by us is not constitutionally nece.ssary. The basis of a demand for 
resignation at once, liere and now, made by His Excellency the Governor 
at the Government House this morning i.s staterl to l>e the n'signation of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq as Chief Minister of the pn>vince. We have it on record 
that the draft of the letter of resignation was kept in typed form in 
Government House and Mr. Fazlul Huq was forced to sign it. It is now 
an admitted fact that no time was given to Mr. Fazlul Huq to consider the 
demand of His Excellency l>etorehand and he was not granted in reepect of 
the resignation jn'miission to consult either his colleagues or members of 
his party bet(»re he was <*alled upon to take such a momentous decision. 
He had no de.sire, so far as we kn<»w, of offering his resignation. In fact, 
we were preparing ourselves to fight a third no-confidence motion which the 
Muslim League raemWrs reported was to be tabled on the 29th March, 
1943. We are convinced that notwithstanding the ci>-oiH»ratiou of the 
European Party with the Muslim League we have a majority of 3(1 members 
80 as to be able to defeat any contemplated no-confidence motion. In fact, 
during the course of the budget session w'e defeated several times a combina- 
tion between the Muslim league and the European Party and certain 
members of the Scheduled Castes Party to censure the Ministry. Our 
majority never faile<l nor faltered. Mr. Fazlul fiuq’s desire w'a.s, mj far 
as we know’, to make an All-Party Mini.strv in the province and not, as 
the Formula states, a broad-based Ministry representing as many partie.s as 
possible. This situation ari.siug out of the forced resignation of Mr. Fazlul 
Huq, in our opinion, has l>een brought about by the unconstitutional act of 
His Excellency. The resignation of 1#he Chief Minister without the 
knowledge of his colleagues was held before us when a .series of cut motions 
on the budget was to have been discussed on the following day, that is, 
on the 29th March, 1943. We cannot forget the context in which our 
letter of resignation is demanded and we desire to- keep our protest on 
record. In our judgment it is definitely uncon-^iitutional. We place on 
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Ttcord our protest against the request of His Excellency for 6ur resignation 
and to co-operate, so far as we can, with Sir Nazimuddin to inyestigate in 
the matter of formation qf ^ alternatiye Ministry. We maintain that 
Sir Naiimuddin has no majority^ hi the Legislature today and His Excellency 
is going to act contrary to the letter and spkit of the Instrument of 
Instructions to request Sir Nazimuddin tH ^investigate in the matter of 
formation of an All-Party Government within the province. The Formula 
states that His Excellency has not commissioned anybody to form a 
Ministry. In view of the fact that except Mr. Fazlul Huq there is nobody 
in the Legislature^ ^oday who commands a migority in the House ^he action 
of His Excellent’ in superseding the constitution under section 93 of the 
Government of India Act or in the alternative in requesting us to co-operate 
witth a party government is open to grave constitutional objection. It is 
even open to the interpretation that by artificial and . jn^nconstitutional 
methods attempts are being made not only to break the constitution but 
attempts are being made for the purpose of converting the minority into a 
majority. We have to place on record our apprehension about the future. 
Although in our view we have ceased to be Ministers and although we are 
not entitled to tender any advice to His Excellency, we must humbly 
suggest to him that reactions and repercussions of the accumulated unconsti- 
tutional acts of His Excellency the Governor culminating in the 
resuscitation of a communal Ministry are bound to have a tremendous effect 
within the province; yet we are l)eing called upon either to tender resigna- 
tion or in the alternative we are threatened with dismissal. It is now 
evident that Mr. Fazlul Huq’s Ministry was not the one which His 
Excellency the Governor desired and all talks during the last 16 months for 
the formation of an All-Party Ministry are now culminating in a purely 
party Government of the communal type. The delay in the formation of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq’s Ministry-, the incidents connected with its formation, the 
difficulties pimped in its iuiictioniug during the last 16 months and the lack 
of sympathy and support which the Council of Ministers met with at the 
hands of those from whom it was entitled to receive tlie fullest sympathy and 
support confirm our views. We declare that we are no longer in office and 
have ceased to function as Ministers and we desire that we may be treated 
on that basis”. 

It will be noticed that the oi>ening words of our reply made it clear that 
the resignation of the Chief Minister led to the ffwsolution of the Council of 
Ministers and that the tendering of resignation by us was not constitutional- 
ly necessary. We concluded our statement by reiterating the same position. 

Imagine, Sir, my surprise when next morning I found from press reports 
of a communique issued from Government House that following Mr. il^nq^t 
resignation we had represented to the Governor that w’e considereff^.^ our- 
selves to have demitted office, and that, mark the words, we “subsequently 
formally tendered our resignation”. 

Having thus construed our statement as the formal tendering of our 
resignation, the communique proceeded to state that “His Excellency 
found himself on the 31st March without a Ministry”. May I, in the 
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intermt of inrtli, suggest a litUe yerbal alteration in this pasaagaf It 
should! have read thus: “After strenuous endeavour, His Excellency, on 
the 81st of March at last succeeded in findi|||g himself without a Ministry/’ 
But the dlst of March, the last day of thi financial year, proved somewliat 
inauspicious and inopportune for causing the di^pearance of the Ministry, 
as the present session has sUlWn, because, in the words of the communique, 
“it was impossible to put through the Assembly the remaining demands 
tor grants before the Ist of April”. 

Such is the story of our “resignation” which in the official V|pw had 
become imperative in order that the Ministry' might bo #l0ioved out of the 
way to bring in the suspension of the constitution and the installation of a 
Muslim League Ministry in Bengal. 

Sir, so far as my party is (onoerned, we have never stood in the way of 
an honourable ’‘alliance with the Muslim League Party or with Khwaja Sir 
Xazimuddin, its latter day I^eader. The last Ministry was brought into 
existence by the statesmanship and dynamism of our Leader, Sri Saint 
Chandra Bos«*, who'was determined to rescue the province from the jaws of 
iioirid communalism. That Ministry was formed on an all-party basil 
with the support of a large and powerful coalition which continued to main* 
tain its majority until the verv' moment when the Ministry was dissolved 
in spite of that majority. Besides the official Congress Party which would 
not accept office, it was only Sir Narimuddin and his followers wlio refused 
to play. 

The new Ministry started on its career with the arrest and detention of 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who not only laid its foundation but was its chief 
architect and inspirer. In spite of this great initial handicap, the Ministry 
was sustained by the support and goodwill of the people of the province, 
whose patient endurance of the privations of the war was not a little due 
to favourable public opinion whicti rallied round a Ministry which they 
could ju.stly call their own. 

The question of an All-Party Ministry desoriM as a National GloVern* 
ment was raised by the Governor within a few months of the formation of 
the last Ministry’ and the idea was kept alive till the last. We on our pail 
in common with our colleagues in the Cabinet expressed our wholehearted 
and consistent support although the Muslim League rejected with indigna* 
lion and contempt tfie idliftriuf joining a Ministry in which Mr. Faslul Huq 
or his Muslim supporters had any place. 

While all these confabulations and consultations were going on for 
including the Muslim League in the Ministry, whose position was thua 
in a state of uncertainty in the eyes of the public and the permanent 
the Ministry was called upon to grapple with a situation of 
unpamleled difficulty and complexity in the history of this province. The 
<jf>roblems preseiMed by the war — the continuous influx of refugees from 
Burma, the denial policy regarding foodstuffs and transport, evacuation of 
extensive areas, the aerial depredations of a ruthless enemy, the exodus, the 
dislocation of trade, the widespread disturbances and the consequent raids, 
arrests and detentions, the mounting roll of political prisoners and the 
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hamwing tales of their starring families, the imposition of eollectire fines, 
the devastation and misery in Midnapore, fti^d 24-Pa7gana8 and 

the scarcity and dearness of, commodities — these were some of the major 
problems which never before Confronted the Government of Uiis province. 
All these demanded the sympathy, vigilance and energy of the Ministry and 
their courage and tenacit^^for upholding the ^pular cause in the counsels 
of the State. 

The conflict of principles and policies which began to grow and deepen 
with the difficulty and abnormality of the situation has been stressed by 
Mr. Fadul Huq Jiit his statement before the JR^use. 

In these conflicts and struggles the Chief Minister needed all the 
strength, support and team spirit that his colleagues were capable of. All 
these were extended to him in an abundant measure by those who stood by 
him till the last, particularly after the unexpected blow which fell upon the 
Ministry when my esteemed friend Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee chose to 
vacate his seat in the Cabinet. More than once I placed my offer of 
resignation at the disposal of ray party who decided on* every such occasion 
that it would be an act of desertion on our part if we left Mr. Fazlul Huq 
to carry on a lone struggle. So we carried on — an unpleasant task, with 
obstruction within and odium outside. Now that the Ministry has been 
dissolved, not by the action of the Legislature but by executive contrivance, 
and the material facts of our strifes and struggles in assertion of popular 
rights and liberties have been revealed to the world, 1 venture to hope that 
public opinion has justified our action in deciding to stand or fall with our 
Chief, Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Sir, fallen we may have from the glamour of ministerial office, but we 
claim to have risen in the estimation of our people, whom alone we aspire 
to serve, whose opinion alone we so dearly value, and to whose judgment 
alone we submit our humble record. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH lANERdiE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the story of 
my resignation as a Minister to the Government of Bengal is drab enough. 
At did not perhaps merit a statement on the floor of this House in these 
days of acute paper shortage, st>eidal}y after the pow'erful speech which has 
fallen from tlie lips of my friend and chief Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the first 
Chief Minister of the province under the Government of India Act, 1935, 
1 rise to make my statement because this statement will constitute a 
postscript to the great constitutional struggle between unveiled autocracy 
and yet unconquered privilege. Here in this country prerogative does not 
readily merge into the Statute. Here in this country the steel frame part 
of the Government delights to parade its illegal and unconstitutionnF 
authority against the privileges of the Legislature — against the traditional 
elDiigations of a free and independent judiciary. Resigning Ministers have 
'lilm right, both under Statute and under conventions, the right to make 
statements justifying their actions. This parliamentary privilege of a 
^ resigning Minister in this province was denied to one of my colleagues in an 
nnoqnstitu^onal manner. The Legislative Assembly which stood adjourned 
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nne ^ from the 30th September, 1942, was suddenly prorogued immediate* 
ly after the 16th November, 1942, when the resignation of the Minister 
concerned had been tendered and was accepted. This time the Legislature 
was in session when the past Minisfrv of wihiah I was a member stood 
dissolved after the forced resignation of the Chief Minister on the night of 
28th March, 1943. Almost one hundred days J|Mive rolled by and the first 
opportunity offered to a resigning Minister to make his statement )>efore the 
JiCgislature of which he is a representative public servant has come to-nigiLt. 
Yet I am told that sedulous attempts were made behind cloister pale not 
to allow any of the Ministers to make a statement. The Defence of India 
Hules, that illegitimate daugliter of the Dora in England, have ^gged the 
press. Til ussled public opinion, tiouted the authority of the champions of 
liberty in the country including the highest judiciary in the land. Public 
meetings are under a ban, general election to the Ijegislatiire stands post- 
poned, although dominions nearer the theatres of War indulge in this 
pastime. Why this unholy desire to stop registration of constitutional 
prote.st for the verdict of history ? I can now understand why the framers 
of the Irish Constitution in 1921 made the summoning and the prorogation 
of their Parliament not dependent upon prerogative hut upon the wishes of 
the Legislature. They had before them instances of illegal excrrise of 
prerogative. They were familiar with the story of Government for eleven 
years without Parliament in England. They knew well the stories of 
frequent di.ssolutions of inconvenient Parliaments. They knew the story of 
*t]le tragic late of the Dumas of Tsarist Eus.sia. 1 have all mlong maintain- 
ed and I maintain now that the Crown as a juridical entity may not he all- 
merciful but it must always be just. 

The full constitution of n Mini.stry of which I was a member wa.s com- 
pleted on the 17th of December, 1941, after Bengal had remained without a 
Ministry for eleven days. That Ministry was, the following day, called 
upon to face an imaginary vote of iio-coiifidence from a feeble but favourite 
Opposition of the day. 

This Ministiy^' was fully constitutejl on the 24th April, 1943. After it 
had time to indulge in a grow-more-Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 
campaign it meets the Assembly toda\ . Porgetful j>artisan prerogative is a 
sad memory of eighteenth century undevelofH*d parliamentary life in 
England. It wa.s a legacy ol^ftgicide revolution. Such prerogative is a 
mockery, a delusion and a snare. 

The Ministry that has gone b\ was born in despair in its struggh? through 
one of the most critical times in this chequered story of our unfortunate 
country. One of the greatest scourge.s of humanity— the Imperial lapanese 
military machine — rleclared war on the 6th of December, 1941. With the 
advent of America, the global war began. In their surpris<» and treachenfUs 
attack.s on the islands of the Pacific Ocean and their sweep across further 
India the enemy advanced right up to the borders of Bengal. 1 recall the 
fall of Ran^wn on the i2th of March, 1942. The Mini.stry that has gone 
by was then piloting the budget of the province of Bengal before this 
House. The number of new problems unprecedented in character, unknown 
to the history of India, fell thick and fast upon the civil defences of ifae 
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< This province was faced with the tragic plight of their country- 

m«m from Burma. It Lad to adjust itself to the requirements of an army 
then retreating and now looking forw^ard to victory. The Ministry had to 
interest itself deeply with the requisitidning and commandeering of public 
and private buildings. It had to make arrangements for the comforts and 
equipments of a large army,^ It could not indeed avoid the horrors of war. 
It tried its liest to mitigate the sufferings of humanity. Military exigencies 
did not permit breathing space of time to tlie civilian population in the 
matter of evacuation. Compensation constituted hardlv a solatium to those 
wlio lost their ancestral hearths and lionies. Refugee camps had to be 
built, refugee roadaJiad either to he constructed or repaired as precautionary 
measures. The civil defence services had to l)o organised for the (defence 
of the children of the soil. For guarding their hearths and homes the 
Ministry made a modest request for enlarging the civil defence forces of the 
country. That modest request was rejected with supercilious arrogance. 
Here in Bengal at any rate we have Ihmui obliged to learn that complete 
victory in a totalitarian war would he acliieved witliout a complete mobilisa- 
tion of the national forces in the country. Patronage pats on the back when 
its interests are subserved; it does nut believe in qnh/ pro quo. The real 
ruling clique in this province from the beginning of the career of the 
Ministry tliat has gone by looked upon it with disfavour. Bound by law 
to carry out the orders of the Ministry it set up an appellate tribunal under 
the garb of the discretion and the individual judgment clauses of the 
constituent Act*of 19d5. The definition of “individual judgment” giv^* 
liy His Excellency the Viceroy Lord Linlithgow in his statement in June, 
19d7, was clean forgotten. The\ sa\ Anglo-India is strewn with broken 
pledges. What did it mutter to a soulless, thoughtless, Uhriftless, selfish 
maclrine if one more constitutional pledge was relegated to the limbo of 
oblivion? That machine pursued a relentless judicy while engaged in its 
ah vatra appointment of huiiding over to generations ol Indians yet unborn 
the purest legacies of British justice. 

To political calamities in this province were added natural calamities. 
Cyclone and flood swept over Midnapore ,in October, 1942. One of the 
ar(;liauge]s who stands at the short and the narrow gate to heaven after a 
long long journey — }>erhaps like another .SI. JJeter with the ke.v of heaven 
in his porket-rwa.s definitely of opinion thdf^ Midnapore must be outlawed. 
Outlawry, I had tlie privilege of pointing out to the guardians of law and 
order in this pi\)viuce, had l)een abolished in England at any rate about a 
century ago. In tihis confli(‘t of ideals and idealogies, in this struggle 
between prerogative and privilege, in this disharmony between craving for 
political advance and the desire to stand by the old moorings in a buttressed 
port where public opinion no longer wms permitted under false pretences to 
direct the searchlight of public criticism, the Ministry that has gone by 
fully understood the imperfections of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
It realised fully that expansion of a written constitution through the agency 
of conventions is a historical myth in this country. Conventions are under- 
standings. They are born, they are nourished, they grow into dimensions 
oftly as between equals and not between masters and slaves. 
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In December, 1042, Calcutta aud its suburbs had the first baptism of 
fire in the war from ruu-about enemy aeroplanes. The Ministry was once 
more faced with the problem of bringing back to Calcutta its normal 
economic life. Calcutta and its itufustrial areas were almost emptied of 
their labouring population. To the illiteracy of poTerty-stricken Indian 
labour was added a psychological factor which is orerwhelming in its 
seizure — the great fear of the unknown. The Ministry tried its best to 
solve the problems of iiiudefiuary of transport. Over inadequate major 
transports the provincial Ministry under the Government of India Act has 
practically no control. From December,^ 1942. the food pj^ihlem in Bengal 
loomed large in public eye. For a famine that has come over the province, 
for the pe.stilence that ha.s >et to come, for the tears and the sorrows of a 
civil population bound and gagged as rewanls for their toils and sweat 
and blood, the verdict of history will make the war responsihle and not a 
provincial Ministry cramped, crihhed and rahiiined within an inexpausive 
framework of a j)eace-tinie written co!i.*ititutioii and a loo wotsleii and too 
inelastic, too antediluvian adiuini.strittiou. My experience of onennight- 
kiiig Ahu Hnssaii of the immortal Arabian Nights us Minister of (’ivil 
Supplies 1 shall narrate before thi.s Hou.se some other day. 

In the last Budget Se.ssioii of the Legislative Assembly the Ministry was 
confronted with the duty of electing u member to the dignity of the ('hair. 
My friends of the Muslim League along wdth my European friends in the 
Assembly put f(»rward the candidature of iny honourable friend Mr. Abdur 
Kahmun Siddiqi. For him I entertain a deep personal respect. My personal 
respect however cannot forget the normal parliamentary practice in every 
country in the world which follows the Mother of Parliaments, viz., that it 
elects a Speaker from out of the ranks of the Party in Power. The election 
to the Speaker’s Chair formed a tielli for my Kiiropeuii friemls in (he 

Assembly. On three successive days of the Budget Session, v<>tes of censure 
against the Mini.stry in an indirect manner over its alleged failure to tackle 
the food problems in the province w<#re moved by the then Opposition with 
the active and sympathetic co-<»peratioii of my European friends. My 
friend Mr. Hendry, the Leader of the European Party, on the iJtth of 
February, 194^1, in his speech before the lA*gisIuture admitted that “for 
imported commodities acute locgl shortage and abufjnnal prices have l)een 
largely due to factors l>eyond the control of the Bengal (Government so far 
as the most essential ccmimmlity, rice, is concerned. This is a problem which 
is entirely a domestic matter which we have to settle ourselves”. Tlie real 
grievances of the hmropean Party were threefold. Firstly, they did not 
want a disclosure in public of the differences between the head of the 
administration and some of the permanent officials and the ( hief Minister 
and his colleagues. The (’hief Minister was unfortunately the Homo 
Minister also. Secondly, they wanted the Ministry to give hundred per 
cent, support to all the deeds or the misdeeds of the District Oihciali in the 
matter of what they could allege to be for the purposes of restoration of 
law and order and for the suppression of disorder, without, according to me, 
a scrutiny, without a demur as to excesses if any committed. Thirdly, the 
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European Party was against the proposal of the Home Minister of the day 
to set up judicial enquiries into the alleged excesses in the Dacca Jail or in 
the district of Midnapore. The Opposition of the day twitted the Ministry 
for its inability to set up a committee of enquiry into the shootings inside 
the Dacca Jail, where, in the felicitous language of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
‘‘men had been shot like rabits”. The European Party was not satisfied 
with the revelations made before the Legislature regarding alleged excesses 
in Midnapore that a priviu facie case for enquiry had been made out. In 
his speech before the Assembly on the 15th February, 1943, Sir Nazimuddin 
was of the following opinion — “If the Chief Minister thinks that there have 
been excesses, that the allegations are to a large extent correct, then I 
maintain that this House would demand a proper enquiry in this matter 
because the allegations are of a serious nature. The Chief Minister must 
take the responsibility one way or the other. Either he must defend the 
officials or he should appoint a Comittee of Enquiry”. On the 24th of 
February, 1943, the Leader of the European Party became convinced that 
“this Government, viz., Fazlul Huq’s Ministry has no future, the country 
has a future”. He was further of opinion that this province required 
positive leadership. This country indeed has a future. The Government 
of India Act, 1035, may not have a future. The province has indeed secured 
positive leadership. Men and women in the province will ask who.se leader- 
ships In March Mr. Hendry, the Leader of the European Party, invented 
a slogan against the Ministry, viz., “govern or get out”. Britishers in 
history are far-famed for their political diplomacy and for their interpretative 
capacity. What is the meaning of the expression “govern”? Is it what 
the red-hot Tory Premier of England intt^ided for Ireland at tiie time of the 
discu.ssion on Glandstone’s second Home Rule Bill? “There are some people 
in the world” exclaimed he, “like the Irish, the Hindu and the Hottentot 
who are unable to govern themselves. Let England govern Ireland for 
twenty years and at the end of twenty \eui> Ireland will get .some measure 
of Local Stdf-Government.” Perhaps Lord Salisbury was fond of allitera- 
tion, perhaps he had as a supreme triistee of the Indian Emigre learned 
about *1he “Hindus” from out of the (ientoos id' t]u* E.ist India ComiJany. 
He certainly did nut mention the Muslims. I wonder wliether the expre.ssion 
us(‘d by my honourable friend is like Voltaire’s famous definition of Papacy — 
“the ghost of the Holy Roman Empire sitting crowned on its grave”. The 
food pr(»ldem in the province hMl to an urtificial cry about an All-Party 
Government. That All-Part\ (n)vernment has indeed come with the official 
Muslim Lcagtic installed in power as a predomijient partner. The story of 
its installation in power is a storx' on which the sombre and dismal (douds 
of a rainy sea.«ou must fall. Tliat story has been narrated in full by my 
chief, Mr. Fazlul Huq. Gne da\ prior to the date fixed for the prorogation 
of the Budget Session, behind closed doors in the Government House, 
Mr. Fazlul Huq, according to bis public statement, signed a previously 
prepared type-written sheet of paper tendering his resignation as Thief 
Minister of the province. On the morning of the 2fHb March, 1943, the 
Hon’ hie Speaker gave a ruling that with the resignation of the Chief 
Minister, the Fazlul Huq Ministry No. II had, by operation of law, stood 



73 


1943,] , STATEMENTS BY E^-MINISTERS. 

dissolved. What was the occasion, I have often woiulered, for this hasty 
step taken by (hr liead of the adniinistrution in the jtrovince? Was it for 
the purpose of installiu^r an all-parties Ministry railed National Ministry by 
Mr. H. S. Suhruwardy with his propohal for inclusion of all parties in the 
House includin^^ the Europeans!" Was it in jjursiianre of a policy which 
was enunciated h^ {U’rhups the ^^reatest Eng-li>hmau living in England today, 
namely, that he could not be the first Minister umler the (Vowu to preside 
over tlie liquidation of tlie llriti>h Empire y Wa> the weak, vacillating, 
uncertain Fazlul Iliiq Ministry who, in the poetic language of (lie present 
Chief Minister. w<ii>e tlian the chapia»ie^. a hitnnance aguin>t the pursuit 
of a noble imperialistic frame ot mind!" Was thcie an\ pursuit of an all- 
India policy which ha.s led to the iiislallution ot Ministries in As.sam, 
North-Western Fronti«‘r Fnnim'e and e\en in Sind wli(*re majorities have 
been converted int<» minonties fcir enabling llie luleis <»f these ]>n»vini‘es to 
govern thcniy The method adojited m>( for enabling the past Minis(r\ to 
g*overn but tor enabling if lo get <»iif was thorough)\ uncoiistituf nmal. The 
mtohod adopt(‘d was contr.irx to the Instninicni ot 1 nsi riu'tions. On the 
‘Jltth ol Man'll, ]S4d, Mr. Fa/lul llin| <eiiainl.\ did }],'\c a maj< 0 ’it\ in the 
Legislature not w it listanding the wivhes and tlie \mw- ot (!u* nilers of the 
coniitrv t hi and ttom 1st April, nO-l. llengal toi flio iiist time in its life 
under tin* (io\eriiment ot India Aet, Ihdo, enjoxed (ioxciimimit under sec- 
tion of the (jo\cinnicul of India Act for nn>re than three wm^ks. Sf'ction 
was desig-|j,.,| enacted l>s its parents toi the pur]M»se not ot curing 

the alleged tidlie- ot (io\einors ot piovinces hut for the purjmse of curing 
the alleged IoIIk's (jf otlieis d’hat fancie<l fabric called “('oiistitulional 
(jroverninenl within the province ’ melted awa> on the 1st of April, 1943. 
The resurrection has in<h*ed come. I should have imagined, m\ honourable 
friend the Chief Minister of todav wouhl have adopted the same view which 
more than u c(*ntury ago was adopted b\ the Leader of (he House of Commons 
and the l.eador of the Opptisjtion of the da.\ when a sailor king of England 
wanted to dismiss the Frime Miui.ster of tlie da> for the purpose of installing 
his rival the Opposition f^eader as ffji? Fremier of England. 

I shall wat(‘!i with interest the jierformancc of the Ministry of the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin. He will not, I trust, engage him.self, in liis own 
beautiful languag-e, “in the most despicable and mean way of carrying on 
the Government” like Mr. Eaziul Huq. Ili.s two t'a.ste Hindu c'rdleagues, 
coming from tlie same f(dd as 1 lio, will, I hope, I am (juofing hi.s language 
again, “be worthy of the trust ot the powders that be”. I hiipe (he Hon’hle 
the Chief Minister will flourish in their worth\ association. I hopo he ami 
his coll(‘agues will not be chaprussies like their immediate predecessors in 
office. I hope tliey will govern like British (iovernors of jirovince in India. 

1 shall w^atch with interest how the delightful prctgramine which the Hon’ble 
the ('hief Minister painted in a fast disappearing canvas, will blossom forth 
umler the brush of a Michael Angelo. ! shall watch with interest his 
enquiries into the allegations into excesses at Dacca and Midnapore. I hhall 
watch with interest the solution of the fo<»d problem in the province by my 
present successor in office. I shall he delighted 1(> hear from his lips 
that hoarders and speculators do not exi«t in and around Calcutta. I shall 
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watch with patience the definition of hoarding and speculation. I hope the 
Home Minister of the day will not venture to resort to flogging and fourteen 
years’ penal servitude which my honourable friend, Mr. Hendry, mentioned 
in his speech for hoarders and speculators in Calcutta. I shall listen with 
rapt attention the story of the unfolding of the result of the food-drive in 
the j)rovince with such fan-flare within the province. While I wait and 
watch I shall also wonder why my chief who was the Chief Minister of the 
first Fazlul Huq Ministry is out of office todat . Is it because of his bad 
association in the second Ministry:^ Is it because of his utterances and 
pronouncements in the Legislature*"? Is it because of his undiplomatic way 
of advancing the cause of India’s freedom? I sat along with my other 
friends in Opposition to his first Ministry. 1 was with him in his second 
administration notwithstanding public criticism. Ilis hands were certainly 
strengthened by us in his fight for civil liberties. He could not succeed in 
this conflict. “Victory”, the (Ireek j)roveib says, “lies in the laps of the 
gods”. I do not forget the other (/reek proverb as well — “he laughs the 
best who laughs the last”. 

For myself, 1 shall continue to enjoy the freedom of a divf^rcee. For I 
have not forgotten the definition of the “husband” given to us h\ my 
honourable friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, in the cour>e of his February food 
speech before this House. My honourable friend’s great knowledge of the 
kingdom of Zoology should not confine itself merely to the bovine species. 
Zoology is familiar with otfier animal species in the animal kingdom as 
well, and if man is styled a jmlitical animal, Ministiu's and (iovernorh of 
provin<*es may just as well belong to that eategorv. I'v Dnnn. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Thank >ou, very much. Mr Siieaker, 
for giving me this o])ortunity to sjxnik a feu \M)rds on this (X'casion. It is 
already very late, but the situation is nlso abnormal and critical. It is 
difficult to narrate the events leading to the resignation of Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Hu(( from his Fremiership and the part that the (iovcrnor of the ])roviiice 
pluyeil in that drama. One can never believe that the (iovernor of a pro- 
vince should pla> the part of a canvus.ser for the installation of a particular 
person and a particular party in power. Sir. we knew and we could feel in 
our day-to-day a<lmini.stration the manner in which the (iovernor was 
behaving with us, his (’ouncil of Ministers. Mr. Fazlul Hmi has already 
narrated the events tliat led to his resignation. I am .sorr> that Mr. Fazlul 
Huq had to resign his high office without consulting us, his colleagues, but 
I can never imagine how a (Iovernor of a province should call his (’hief 
Minister in his (^hainber and without giving him an opportunity to consult 
hi» colleagues coerce him into resigning his higli office giving him the 
assurance that a broadbased and a representative Ministry would be the 
result of the resignation. It is preposterous that he. the Governor, wanted 
the Budget to he carrietl through the Legislature even when tjie Chief 
Minister had suhmitte«l his resignatii^n. It is needless for me to discu.ss 
BvH to what happened on the floor of this House when Mr. Fazlul Huq had 
to di.Hclose that he was no lt>nger the ('hief Minister, as the whole thing i« 
well-known to the House. 
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Suffice it to say tliat we were stuiiuotl to hear the narration of the story 
of the re.sijrnatioii. It was Munethinfr hke a ilrama and the (Governor of 
the province was the chief aetor in tliat drama. After having secured the 
resifTuation of Mr. Fazlul Ifmj lie wanted to treat us. the reinaininj^f Ministers, 
as his Miui'^ters and called u> to the (iovernnient House. We said that we 
were funrtus ofhvn*. But he wanted u.s to fonnally suhmit our resifjcnations 
‘‘here and now” in the t ioveriunent Hotme. We asked Ilis Excellency to 
send to u^ in writing; \\hat he wanted us tii d(», and we wtuild also let him 
know in writiu”: what we would do. We sent our re|)l,\ in writing and stated 
that “we i^re no lon^^ei in office and we have ceased to function as Ministers 
and we declare that we may i)e tr<*ate<i on that basis’ What follmved was 
the promulj^ation (»f st'ciion ftd of the (iovernnient of India Act and the 
(fovernor took upon himself the administration of the province. Thereafter 
a communiipie wa^ issued front the (iovernnient House in which amon^ 
others it was stated that “His Excellency jiropos^s, as soon as he is satisfied 
that a sfaldc and representative Ministry is available which commamls (he 
confideiK'c of the Ta*j.!’i’'hiture ami is willin^^ to assume (he responsibilities of 
office, to revoke (he pn»clamation Thereafter the drama of Ministry- 
making'- went on and the cat was out of (he baj; when it was known that 
Sir Nazimuddin, the leader of the Leajfiie Jhirliamentai\\ Baity was asketl 
by Hi. 1 'i.\cel!enc\ to e\)don‘ the pos».i}»ilities of a stable Ministry ami there- 
after lie Was coninii.sio!ie<l to form a Ministr\. That the constitutional 
(iovernor of a juovince .hould g'o out of his wa> to canvass for a Eeu^^^^ue 
Ministr\ some of the priuninent Ilimlu member, of the Ee^’’islature is un- 
thinkable But an\how a Ministr.v wa. in.lalled and this Minis(r\ w’as 
piven a lease of life .o tliat the\ can b\ patronape and othio’ means strenptlien 
the miiiisieiia) j)ait\. Thin;:'' weie <litlerent w him in l)(‘ccniber, B)ll, 
Mr. bazlul Huq foimed lii. secoml Ministr\. He was asked to tace the 
Lc'pislaf uri‘ as the Leapue Ban\ wantod ami we had to face the la'pislature 
and ever,\bod\ know, that (he Leapue Baity had a .trenpth ot ]>osHibl_\ only 
4o members and the Eeapue Barty ha<i not tin* courapt* to test (heir strenpth 
liecause they knew tliat they would be nouheri^ Now, what happened just 
at the time when Mr. Fazlul Ilmfs re.ipnation was taken!'' 'Diere were 
trials of strenpth between the (Tovernment and the Leapue Barts assisted 
by the European I'arty on several occasion, and (he OpjMisition pot hollow 
defeat on each occasion. Then the (bjcernor with the avowed (»bjec( of 
driving Mr. Fazlul Hm| out of office took recourse to other means anil sub- 
terfupe.s. When frontal attacks failed, backdoor methods were used. The 
(jovernor .succeeded in his objevt in instullirip Khwaja Sir Nuziniuddin as 
the (’hief Mini.ster of the province. Now. Sir, may 1 enquire what was the 
motive behind the whole move? The wdiole thinp must have lieeii done 
with a plan and with an avowed ohjeef behind it. The cry was the same 
from Whitehall to Delhi and from iVlhi to (’alcultu. The Ainery plan 
was being worked out everywhere. Sir. in December. HI41, when Sir 
Nazimuddin, Mr. Shaheed Suhraw'ard> and others were ousted from office 
they roamed about the countryside, held hundreds of meetings and called 
Mr. Fazlul Huq a Mir Jafar and a traitor. Now*, who was this Mir Jafar? 
Mir Jafar along with Nauda Kumar, Umichand and others conspired against 
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S**rajJowlii .'JTitl ''old thi^ roiiritry to the I^ritinh trader^. Mir Jafar berame 
a vaHbui Naual> and the British ])ecame the real iiiasters of this vast land 
of ours. Even today, Sir, British ImjieHaliSni is playing the very same 
gauiH. only th(' i/to(fus oprrandi being a bit dilfereiit. After the British, 
beciiine the sovereign power of thi^j country they crushed the Mu‘ilim power 
l)y all pos.sible, iinj)ossil)le, fair and foul means, (iis])ossessed the Muslim 
landlord.*^; and this pf)liey of crushing the Muslims was followed throughout 
the hujgih and breadth of this count ry, throughout tliis vast land of ours 
froFu 17d7 to l<Sd7 when Baliadur SItah, the la.st Ehnperor of Delhi was 
dethroned which was the darkest jierifnl ff»r the Muslims of this country, 
ami th<' Muslims all over India had to driiik the hitler eiip of liiiiiM iatioii 
ami disgrace. EA’en tlnui, Sir, in that war of Indian Independence, which 
is miscallfvl the Sepo\ Mutiny, the Muslims and Hindus ot this country 
fought side hv side f<»r their .Jiberatloh from the foreign \oke. The.v failed 
and williin another' ((uarter of « etuitirry India was eom}d(Me]y subjugated 
and (he British became the .strpreme lord (d‘ this siib-eontinent . 

Then, Sir, followed unolber period. Tbt‘ Hindus who ti^ed to be favoured 
by (be British enlightened by W(‘siern education and culture b(*gan to fight 
for lli(* rights (d' (he Indian ]>eoj)le and (herewith the period ol leaction began 
and a little bit of iavour of the Britisli la-g-Hri to b(‘ show’eied on the Muslims 
also. I n 1 fad'd ( 'ur-zmi ■ ■ 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 

1 1 

m TO (3^ TOs crtoi 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: fti^.3 TO! ctj 

'art’f^tro ’i>TT I ^ 31^ c^m 3 1 ^ 

6^ CTOfe a (Pit I 

Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: In 1907) Lord Curzon jrartitirmed 
with u view ostensibly to favour the Muslims but the real object was jxrli- 
iical, the idiject being the driving (d a wetlge ]>etween the two si.ster eom- 
munities. The Hindus fought vehemently for the aiinuimeru of partition 
of Bengal. The vsettlerl fact was unsettled and the Muslims who helped the 
British (lovernment in the partition days were pushefi into the background. 

The policy of British Jm]>erialism is being carried in the same manner 
except the method being iliftereiit a little bit at time.s during the hundred 
ami eighty-six years of British rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Sham.suddiu, 1 do not want to disturb \ou because 
it appears to me that the entire House is enjoying the speech, hut will you 
kindly just apply yourself to this question: whether the matters that you 
are now stating are relevant as explanation of \our resignation from the 
Ministry. AVill you kindly consider that, and I hopt* it will not be ueces- 
aary for lue to give any direction. 
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Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir. I am stating the.se things to explnjji 
the Governor’s conduct as an administrator. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; 1 am not a>king for an explanation. 

Mr, SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Now again we are confronted witli a 
similar critical situation. At a time when the people of India are demanding 
complete national independence for India, Biitish Imperialists are patting 
on the hack of a ^et ol Muslims under the lea<lership of Mr. Jinnah who has 
propounded a two-nation lheoi\ flit' Muslim Nation and the Hindu Nation 
and is clamouiing tor Pakisthan. From the SeeretatN (»f Stale Mr. Amerv 
down to the (toMiinu* ot proxinees all are hhvssing the Eeagut* leader. 

Coming to the formation ot the present League Ministrx in Bengal under 
the Pieinier-ship ot Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin we find tlie same h.'liaviour of 
the (ioveimu- of tin' provinee -t he same Ihvnfji and [tule policy of British 
Ini])erialism. The Munstry of Mr. Kazliil iluq was an ew'-sore. liecauso 
tliut MiuistiN. eoiiiprjseil ot the repr«‘seiifati\es ot the xarious parties in the 
JiCgislature, was reallv a national .Miinstrx. Mr Kazlul Hiuj piemled in 
^all! tor the exjiaiiMon ot the ( ahiin't toi sixtei'n nuuilhs })ut that was not 
to he. lie wanleil the aj>poiiitni(‘nt ot flie I’.ii lianientar\ Secnuaries, hut 
file (iovernor would |>a\ m. heed to that. Hut, alas, look at (he position 
ol the presmit Miiiistiv. Mi. Kazlul Hm] ami Sir Nazimuddin an* both 
swartliN natives (‘\ceptiiig that llie\ are a little hit difVeient in size and 
stature. The toituiiate Sir Nazimmhhn was given thiitecn Ministers ■ un- 
forunutely an niiliickx numher- whetlier for the mere asking or as a special 
favour h\ His Excellence, we need m»t prx into these seerets, Imt the fact 
stands that the Honorare Major got it; nay. something more. Sir Nazim- 
uddin was much more lortuiiate hecau.se he could include his worths brother 
Mr. Shahahuddiu as a memher of (he ( ahinet. Mr. Fazlul Hii<| strove for 
nearly a year and a lialf lor a few Secretaries, hut it was a cry in the wilder- 
ness, the (ireat Khwaja got the Parliaineiitarv Secretaries us many a» 
seventeen in numher h\ one stroke of the pen. Now, wh\ this differential 
treatment? For the t larificatioii ot this mastery go haek to 17o7. If you 
are prepared to sell xour countix’s right.s for a mess (»f jiottage, if you are 
prepared to be at tlie heck ami call of your Kurfipi'an masters -not (he 
masters lieyond the seven seas - hut the masters nearer home those of 
Clive Street, then >ou will certainly get a few fav(»uFs here and (here. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Cli\e has gone hut Clive Street there and the host of 
Mir Jafars, I miehamls, Jug^at .Sets and Rai J>urla\s, Raj Balliivs are there 
and they are as identiful as black berries in this unftjrtunate land. on],\ with 
this difference tliat the present ila\ Mir Jafars and Jagat Sets are goaded 
and driven by the merchants of ( live Street. Sir, the.se European frienda 
of our.s, — of course they ha\e left their seats. — sitting on my left are today 
guiding the. destiny of the sixty millions of the unfrutunate peojde of thi*f 
land, many of whom are not getting a full meal in the course of a week 
today. Now, Sir. can this Ministry stau<l for half a second if the twenty- 
five European.* who declare they are an independent group withdraw’ (heir 
support? The pity of the whole afi’air is that (hose thirteen gentlemen 
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who arp adorn the treaNurv ]>encbe.s today are not only dependent but 
very murli dependent on the.se Europeans for their very existence though 
the Kuropeans declare that they form an independent group. 

Now. Sir, why again is this special favour, because tlie pre.sent Ministry 
i.s a siihservient tool in the hands of the British Imperialism- 

Sir Nuzimuddin tlie other d«^y at a public meeting at the foot of the 
Ochterlony Monument declarstl that the Muslim Ministers are pledged to 
the pr)Iicy iind programme of the all-India Mu.slim League and that they 
wdll not deviate an inch from the ixdiey laid down by the Quade-Azam. 
Then certainly Pakisthan is the policy of the present Ministry and that is 
w’hat the British masters want at this hour of nati(mal peril when all efforts, 
all energies and all resources of the nation should have been pooled for 
achieving complete national iadependence for India, but instead we are 
pulling in different directions. - 

In order to understand m6re thoroughly the position of this favoured 
Mini.stry of Sir John Herbert I refer to a sj)eech delivered by Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan w’hile presiding over a conference of Khulna District Muslim Students 
League a few' da\ s ago. He .sang hdlfrlujaJi of Pakisthan and assurt‘d tlie 
Ilindu.s of Bengal that in their regime they w'ould get equal treatment as 
they used to get at the time of Moghul rule. Preposterous! Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan who by tradition, culture ami environment should have known 
and talked only about the krishak projas of Bengal tsilks about Ihikistban 
possibly on account of the Khwaja influence. It is certainly an irony of 
fote. 

Sir, before I sit down I .shall .say a few w'ords about the forced instalment 
of the present Ministr\. The crv of Pakisthan will be kept alive so Ion**- as 
the Imperialists want it. but nun I sa> . Sir. that Mr. Muhammad Ali 
Jiiimih will stand disillusioned much to his chagrin that the Biitish (iovern- 
ment have not granted him Pakisthan as of late he found himself hnmhled 
when Mahatmaji’s letter was not delivered 1)\ the oidei of the \ ieero\ to 
him, tliough at the Dellii Session of the League this year he vauntingly 
declun‘d that the Viceroy wdll not have the courage to stop his lettVr if only 
Muhatniaji would only w^rite to him instead of the Viceroy. 

Sir, 1 have tinished and 1 shall not pursue it further. At a time when 
the enemy is knocking at the eastern gate of India ami specially Bengal 
is the main target, at a time when the co-operation and assi.stance of every 
section and party in the country .should have been sought not only for the 
solution of food problem, which i.s the most vital problem of the day. hut also 
for the stimulation of war efforts, that moment has been chosen as the 
proper time for the sowing of discord and disunion by the installation of a 
one-party Ministry in power. The sooner Bengal gets rid of this so-called 
representative Ministry, the sooner a truly representative Ministry' is formed, 
the sooner a truly national Ministry compns.ed of representatives of different 
parties in the Legi.slature is installed in power which can successfully >olve 
the food pimblem and other problems which are eating into the vitals of the 
nation, the better for all concered and the better for the whole of Bengal. 

I do not want to take any more time of the Hou.se. so I resume my seat. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker. Sir. we have not been 
able to follow some ot 11 m* >peeche‘>i. 1 shcuihl flierefore like to know whether 
Government is ^?oin^ to ban the publication of the speeches. This is a 
question which J am a>ki!i^ the Hoirble Minister throujfh you. SiT, because 
it concerns a frreat privileji:e of the House. 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I <lo not want the time 
of the House to be wasted. As rej^anls the f tit lire. I cannot make any com- 
mitment, but so far these >pecches are (Mmcerned, their piihlication will 
not he stopped. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you 

Application for leave of absence. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, 1 'beg to move that this Assembly 
do permit Messrs. Sibnath Baiierjee. Kamal Krishna Roy. Nikunja Hohary 
Malty, Iswar ( liandra Mai, Sukuniar Dutta, Dhiremlra Nuth Dutta and 
Dhirendra Nara>an Mukherjee, represtuiting Hi)\\rah ( Registered fuctoriest, 
Bankiira East, Midiiapon' South-East. Midiiapore Soutli-\\ est . Hooghly 
South-West, Tippcra. and H(»o;rldy North-East consutnencies respectively 
to he absent for the period from the I«’>th September, I't-l'J. till the end of 
the Budget Session. for which the> toiiiid that thc\ were tiriahh* to 

attend the meetings nf liie Asseinhl} 

The motion was tlo-n put and agreed to. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir. I also beg to move (bat this Assembly 
do permit Dr. Suiesh Cbandia Banerjee .’ind Mr. Haripa<la ( hattopadhyay 
representting Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered tacioriesi, ;nid Nadia rtinsti- 
(uencies ie.sp(‘ctivel\ to be absent for the period tiom l »lh Septenibei', l!t4v. 
till the end of the presmit s(*,ssion for whiidi the> find that (he> are unalile 
to attend the meetings of the Assembly, 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. I beg to move that titis Assemhly 
do permit Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose repre.senling Cabiitta Soulli (ienerul 
con.stituencv to be absent for the jieriod iroin rjth hebruarv, 194‘C till 
the end of the jiresent session for which he finds that hi* is unahle to attend 
the meetings of the Asnemhly. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

ORDINANCE. 

Tbo Bengal Non-Agrioultural Tenancy (Temporary Provieione) Extending 

Ordinance, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur. Sir, 

I beg to lay before the House the Bengal Non-Agrirultural Tenancy (Tem- 
porary Piovisionsi Extending Ordinance, I94d, under section 88 (2) {a) 
of the Government of India Act, 193tj. 
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Financial Business. 

The Hon^ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI. Sir, in compliance 
with Mccfron IfiO of the Government of India Act I beg to lay before the 
Jlengal JiCgiHlativo Assembly the Appropriation Accounts and the Finance 
Accounts, for the \ear lft41-42, together with the Audit Reports thereon. 
It is UHUiil to present tliese before the Legislature at the commencement of 
the Iludget Session. This year owing to war conditi(jns the report of the 
Auditor of India Home Accounts relating to transactions in the United 
Kingdom was receivt‘d ver\ late and the Amlit Kej)ort on the Appropriation 
Accounts r-oiild not he got ready hy the Auditor-General before the middle 
of April lust. Hence the delay in pre'^entation. 


8tat6ment on Food Situation in Bengal by the Hon’ble Minister, 

Civil Supplies. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, m the ahsmue of 
Mr, Suhra wanly ma> I, with yom permission, nuid the statement which has 
hcen laid on the table ami <listributed among the members'^ If \ou will 
permit me I can read it, or if the House so desire at this lute hour that this 
stat(‘ment may he taken as read, I shall agree with the House. 

AVith the leave of the House the foll(>wing .statement was taken us 

read : — 

“Before I commence my review of the food situation and of the various 
sU'ps which have been taken by me and which I propo.so to take to meet the 
difficulties which lie ahead of us, J should like to thank the members of the 
House, tile various Party leaileis, the vast public and the l*ress outside who 
liuve accorded ^.-eneral supjioit to the measures whi<h we have adopted. 
There liavi* been criticisms, most of them of a political nature, some of them 
helpful and man> not uiiuseful, hut beneath the stratum of these criticisms 
there has h(*en generally an apiireciation of th«‘ fact that the present Ministry 
are doing their level best and taking whatever sti'ps are possible to be taken 
within the time that they have had at their disposal to meet the difficult 
situation. No Ministi v can ask for more TBaii this ami I trust that the 
food problem will be ajiproached from all sides from the jioiut of view of a 
great co-operative endeavour to alleviate the distress of suffering humanity. 

It must be admitted that we took office at a most critical and diffi<‘ult 
moment. 1 have no desiie to comment on the shorttauiiings of our 
predec'essors in office as this has alread\ ft»rmed the subject matter of several 
debates and rei riminations and placing the blame on others will not I>e the 
right type of atmosphere in wliich to discuss this very serious problem. 
When we came into office we were faced with utter uiipreparedness for the 
coming crisis. The rise in prices and tlie panic amongst the people was a 
clear sign that dangers were ahea<l in the months of Jaishta and Ashar and 
until such time as the aus crop would J)e cut with its temporary alleviation 
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of the situation in some areas. There was no Government stock and no 
reserves. Whatever was purchased was spent oh the priority undertakings 
in Calcutta. I do not blame anyone for this state of affairs.* The conditions 
were such that no other position seemed possible. No reserves had been 
built up in what were going to be dangerous deficit areas. In fact there 
did not seem to be anj- appreciation of the dangers ahead of us or even 
of what were the areas which would need our assistance. Hoarding a^d 
black-marketing and other anti-social activities were widely prevalent. 
The trade appeared to have frozen in its tracks, and flourished on |H*rmits, 
Hardly any grain was being brought into the markets and prices were 
being pushed up for no rhyme or reason without any genuine transaction 
taking place. Local controls which had merely aggravated the situation in 
deficit areas had been abolished and it was beginning to be widely reali.sed 
that the situation could not be relieved adequately unless the surplus grains 
of the neighbouring Provinces and the Eastern States were allowed to fiow 
into Bengal and we were being advised from all sides to take steps to have 
the provincial barriers dropped. (>ur!^first act, therefore, was to abolish 
the zonal barriers which were fithpeding the distribution of rice and 
whose existence perp^'tuated the system of permits which was so liable to 
abuse. Witli the po.ssibility of the movement of grains from surplus to 
deficit areas there was a d<*finite arrest in the rise in prices. Along with it 
the enunciation (d a clear cut p(dicy directed against lioarding and black- 
marketing prevented further speculation in prices. There were two major 
factf>r.s that we had to deal with: one panic brought about by insistence on 
shortage.s, and the other greed bnmght about by speculative rise in prices. 
Both of them led to hoarding and maldistribution. The.se two complexes 
had first to Ik- couiiteraeted if we were to secure movement of food-grains 
and make rice accessible to the people. I have found criticisms levelled 
against me tliat I had stated that tliere was no shortage when ntdiially there 
was serious shortage in the Pn^vince. 1 do not plead guilty to the charge. 
It appeared to me that insistence on slu^rlages would only increase panic 
and stimulate hoarding and thereby aggravate the general food scarcity and 
push up ])rices, I therefore refused to dis(‘uss the question and on the 
basis of (be information at my disposal and the jironiises made by the 
(iovernnient of India regarding regular supply of fooflstuffs .from outside 
I was able to state with a clein- cunscicncc llial tloMe t<%s nr would be 
sufficiency and there was no ^*d fnr panic. The gap between supplies and 
consumption wa.s being nnrroVed^*h\' the smaller consumption brouglil about 
bv high prices. Food grains were coming into Bengal and more were 
being promised. But in spite of all the grains that might be sent* to us, 
the situation could not be met unless and until there was equitable distribu- 
tion of the food-grains within the Province and the panic and the greed 
complexes w'ere sufficiently counteracted. If this was not done, then any 
amount of food-gran is coming in from outside would again go into hoards. 
My doctrine of sufficiency therefore depended upon firstly equitable 
distribution within the Province, and .secondly .sufficient supplies from out- 
side and I still maintain that if the as.sumptions that I had then made had 
fructified and may still fructify, we shall have sufficiency within the 
Province. Of course that sufficiencywwill not be in rice considered by itself. 
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But we can have it if the rice is supplemented by other food-grains such as 
wheat, bajra, joar, lentils and gram of which we can hope to get sufficient 
quantities from the surj)lus areas. 

But whetiier we get resources from outside or not it was incumbent on 
us to utilize our own internal resources to the best possible advantage. We 
had to do the best that we qould with whatever was at our disposal. The 
resources from outside could only l*e supplementary. For this purpose we 
took steps to tighten the Food Grains Control Order. Instructions were 
issued to requisition stocks of traders who had committed an offence under 
the Food Grains Control Order either by not taking out a licence or by 
niisdeclaring or refraining from declaring their stocks or not maintaining 
accounts as required by that order. The cjff'ender was then to be prosecuted 
unci the Courts pressed for forfeiture of his stocks. If the Courts ordered 
forfeiture, »o compensation would be paid for the stocks requisitioned; if 
the} did nflt, compensation would be paid at sucdi rates as Government consi- 
dered fair. As regards traders who imd committed no offence under the 
Food Grains Control Order but were eitlier witliliolding their stocks from 
the market or refraining from importing stocks into deficit areas with the 
object of keejiing up local prices, they were severely warned that if they 
did not release substantial quantities of their .stocks for sale at reasonable 
intervals or if they persisted in refraining from importing supplies from 
outside in reasonable quantities, their licenses would be cancelled and their 
stocks rc»quisilioned at prices whicli Government c*onsidered fair. We could 
take this step as under the Food Grains Control Order failure to comply 
with any direc'tions issued by the licensiug authorities to traders regarding 
the release of the stock is punishable. District Magistrates were also 
requested to send for landlords known to bold stocks of rice .>r jiaddy and 
to impress on them the importance in their own interests of coming to the 
rescue of their countrymen by selling, loaning or otherwise distributing 
their stocks to those in distix^ss, and to warn them that failing this Govern- 
ment might be obliged to requisition their stocks at prices which 
Government might consider reasonable. Large agriculturists were 
similarly scut , for and warned, requested or cajoled into liquefying their 
fitocks. To iccure liquefaction of the general stocks held in the country, a 
great Food Of'ive was undertaken. It came at a psychological moment. 
While stocks were being held by tlie larger agriculturists, a growing section 
of the poimlation whitli was unable to purchase rice at the high level at 
which the prices had been pushed were maining about the country in search 
of food*. 1 be situatitin bad become tense and looting of granaries and 
stocks in movement was of common occurrence. Ecjuitable distribution was 
the only solution and a colossal operation far bigger in magnitude than 
anything of the kind that the Government of Bengal had ever undertaken 
was launched. The main purpose of the Drive was to undertake an anti- 
hoarding campaign throughout the Province, to compile a complete census 
of food requirements, of food stocks, of seeds and seed requirements, of 
lands, cultivation, cattle, etc., to organise food committees on a territorial 
basis and to bring about through the food committees a more equitable 
distribution of food. ThlP^ Food D^ive was launched simultaneously 
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throughout the Province between the 7th and the 20th of June, Calcutta 
and Howrah were left out of the Food Drive for administrative reasons, 
Put even while launching the drive I made it clear that their turn too w’ould 
come and their stocks too would W duly taken and dealt with. Prepara- 
tions tor this are well under way. The whole Province was divided into 
roughly 3.(K)0 units each consisting of two unions in the rural areas, and of 
convenient wards with approximately ‘1,01H) to 4,000 houses in the municipal 
areas. 

Each unit was placed under the charge of a s(|uad-master with S 
primary workers, of whom 1 were drawn from the cadre of otticial 
subordinates and 4 from amongst the enthusiastic and public-spirited non- 
otticials. Each unit was further sub-divuled into four sub-units each 
consisting of 8 to 10 villaires or inohallus of 100 to 150 houses eucdi. Each 
sub-unit was placed under the charge of one otiiciul subordinaW and one 
uon-otficial working jointly. Uepre.sentative public meetings weii* held in 
each unit in the evening preceding the day of the commencement of the 
Drive and the objects were discussed and expluiin*d. On the day of com- 
mencement as the primary workers took up a particular village or luohalla, 
meetings ^cere held and the entire adult mule jiopulution invited to atleiid. 
After these meetings repre^sentative c^onimittees consisting of 12 members 
were constituted for each village or imduilla in consultation with and with 
the approval of the* majority of persons living within the village or 
mohalla, as the c ase may be. No rc'stric'tions of any kind were imposed on 
any one because of any political or party affiliations; on the contrary,, 
workers had definite and clear instructions that the ('oinmittees should be 
repre.sentative of the various sections in the village and should jireferably 
have a majorits of the enlightened jioor. And, I can say that though it 
would be imjKcssible tcj guarantee tliat the* in.strueticms were carried out ia 
letter and spirit, in every single ease, there is no dirtibt that in the over- 
w'helraiiig majority of ca.se.s, these instructions have* been carried out and 
the Committees have bc*eii constituted as desired. 

After the Committees had been so constituted, each meigb^ of the 
Committees was given an oath of honesty and .social st*rwice«%Art the 
Committee were then asked to elect their own offic*e-bean*rH cojUfsti ug of a 
Pre.siclent, a Vice-President, a Secretary, one or two .Joint Serfetaries, one 
Treasurer and one Auditor. 

In consultation with the (’ommittee, primary workers then selected the 
principal and most well-to-do families in the village and took up the necessary 
enquiries and verification of stocks themselves. The rest of the work was 
left to the FcmkI ( ommittees, the memlKcrs working in two groups, and after 
the balance sheets had been c ompleted by the Committees, • the primary 
workers again verified iO per cent, of the entries selec’ted at random. 

Simultaneously with this the workers confidentially collected information 
about hoarders' in other villages and kept on doing the same for the next 5 
or 4 days. Thereafter^ a special drive against lioardelt was launched 
between the 10th and the 12lh of June. These stocks were carefully checked 
and estimated and hoarders were persuaded eitlier lo lend the surplus to their 
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needy brethren in the villaj^e or to put the same in the market for sale 
reasonable prices. Where the stocks were over 400 maunds, notices wi 
served to freeze the stocks temporarily. 

In this manner, the work proceeded; and ihally from village to uni< 
from union to thana, subdivision and district, a complete balance sheet 
population, food requirements, the stock in hand, seeds in hand or requin 
area of Aman land cultivated last year and to be cultivated this year, ai 
of Aus land cultivated this year, number of cattle and landless families 
being prepared and consolidated. We have thus been able to secure 
set of most useful statistics without which we would have continued to gro 
in the dark and without which no scientific food planning and prop 
administration of food control could be organised. 

I hope ITon’ble Members will, therefore, agree with me that before 
proceed ^ther, I should record my sincere appreciation of the services 
those, holh officials and non-officials, who at great inconvenience to thei 
selves have made this Drive possible. As many as 30,000 squadmasters ai 
primary workers had to be mobiljg^ for the purpose and hundreds 
officers and subordinates had to be temporarily shifted from one part 
the Province to the other to make up local shortages in personnel. Almc 
every Government office in Calcutta was requested and made its contributic 
and finally the Hon’ble the High Court also were pleased to allow 40 p 
cent, of their clerical staff throughout the Province to be used for tl 
purpose. Members of the District Boards and Commissioners of Mun 
cipalities, Professors of colleges and teachers of schools of all grade 
Honorary Magistrates, Union Boards, District Boards, Union Jute Cor 
mittees, in short, public-spirited nou-officdals of all grades made the 
contribution. No less was the contribution made by approximately ' 
million members of the Fond roinm'ittee. Indeed, lint for their since: 
and active eo-operatio&, such a comprehensive census could never have bee 
completed. 

And all this had to be organised in the course of a bare 3 weeks, instrui 
tiona dj^tc^ aiid more than a couple of millions of forms with otht 
literat6r«^desfintched to every nook and corner of the Province. 

I have t^ieretore no doubt that honourable Miunbers will join with me i 
expressing our sincere and heartf^l thanks to all the officers who have don 
tlieir utmost and in particular to^all the non-official gentlemen many o 
whom undertook arduous journeys and spent a long fortnight in the village 
for this great service of humanity. In particular, I wish to voice m 
appreciation of the work put in by the Special Officer. Mr. H. S. M. Ishaque 
i.c’.s., whose untiring zeal and energy have been mainly responsible to 
the success of the Drive. 

As regards the result, the Drive has achieved one great thing. It ha 
restored confidence amongst the poor and has transferred the panic to th^ 
minds of the hoarders. Before even the Drive started persons who hel< 
stocks actually sent for their poorer neighbours llid lent them sufficien 
quantities of rice, paddy and gram and other grain stocks. The situatjoi 
was immediately eased aiH! grain began to flow once more into the markei 
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and UsOfBmB who could not prornre food were enabled to pnrcbnac idee in tbn 
markj^» The price fell rapidly, but the main achiewmeitt wtm that 
cond^elable stocks were thus circulated amongst the poor.^ It ia diMoult to 
estimate the amount, but it' can easily be put down in the region of 7 to 8 
million maunds which approximately equals the quantity that has boon die* 
covered in hoards. The Drive also proceeded smoothly. All the varioua 
fears that were being entertained of its being utilised for political purposes 
have been falsified. There have been no disturbances and nearly a lakh of 
committees have been formed composed of public spirited citiaens who are 
prepared to co-operate with any sincere measure for the purpose of meetiag 
the situation. Frankly, Sir, I lun greatly satisfied with the result. I fi%l 
that if honest and sincere steps are taken the public of Bengal’ will 
co-operate. The heart ol the people is sound and 1 hope 1 shall In* pardoned 
for saying so; I feel that it beats with us. But the work of the food com- 
mittees has l)!it just l>egun. Through their instrumentality u considerable 
amount ol food has l>een distributed. The standard of requirements of each 
family has been lui<l down de|)<*nding on whether they art* surplus, whether 
the\ have some stocks <»r whether they have no stocks. A surplus holder 
is encouraged to lend his stock- directly to his neighbour. The comniittee^s 
dut\ t(» see that no more than is actually required is lent. If be is not 
agreeable to lend, he may be preparetl to sell at reasonable ratios fixed by the 
committee. The committee will supervi.se* such sales, taking care 
again that too much is not s<»ld to any one family. If the surplus holder 
is not prepared either io loan directly or sell directly but would prefer t(» hold 
the committee rus pons i hie, he may lend or sell his stocks to the committee 
which in its turn will lend to those in need. The borrowers will return one 
and a half times the quantity h<»rrowed tf» (he committee after the next 
harve.st and the eommittee will return to the original lender one and a 
quarter times the quantity lent t(» it. The margin is intended to cover any 
bad debts that may have to be written oft*. Some committees have even been 
able to rai.se funds amongst themselves and have bought up a portion of the 
crop in order to .sell it to others or for distribution as charit.v, . Where a 
surplus holder is recalcitrant and retuses to lend or sell his stock, ^the com- 
mittee may report this fact to the District Magistrate or tlm 3nb8iviaiona] 
Officer w'ho will requisition the surplus. In assns.sing tht* surplus of a 
family, its requirement.s until the next harvest have been taken info 
consideration and an extra 10 per cent, has l>een left to meet its miscellaneous 
requirements such as payment of dues, purchase of cloth, etc. I intend to set 
up such a food committee for every thana, subdivision and district to advise 
on the fm)d situation generally ol their areas and to assist in the supervision 
and adjustment of claims of the various units within their jurisdiction. 1 
earnestly trust that these committees will become an essential part of the 
economic life of the Province and an essential feature of our organisation. 
It is possible that later on they may be given statutory recognition and I 
intend io uliltse then^ully to keep Government informed of aiiy distress or 
difficulties in any locAi area and to take up the necessaty relief work^ the 
distribution of seeds, the work of crop census and crop planning, develop- 
ment of small irrigation and drainage schemls, introduction of manuring 
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and composting, adult education, general sanitation and mainteiiSince and 
eatablishment of dliarmagolas, and all such other measures and programmes 
as may be found possible to entrust them with in the interest of future 
improTement and 'deTelopment of the rural areas. In one word I ho})e that 
these food committees will develop into permanent Pallimangal Samities. 
In course of time too I hope that with proper training and improvement they 
will develop themselves into genuine consumers* and producers’ co-operative 
sale and supply agencies, and I earnestly trust that the day shall dawn when 
the Province of Bengal will become one solidly united and well-knit and well- 
organised co-operative union. 

To come back, however, to the present : Side by side with the Food 
Drive I had issued instructions to requisition 25 per cent, of all stocks 
above maunds subject to no stock falling below 300 maunds. District 
Officers and Subdiviaional Officers were given liberty to freeze and requisi- 
tion a larger percentage if the requirements of the area and the disinclina- 
tion of the stockists to unload required it. lu this way I have built up 
small stocks all over the Province which will be available to Government 
to meet local needs and demands or the demands of deficit areas close by. 
Transport difficulties prevent large movement of grains and it is not always 
possible to send stocks from Calcutta to the areas which are deficit. It is 
hoped that these stocks scattered all over the country' will assist in some 
measure in feeding those areas w’here the need is great and the stock is 
little. Officers are being authorised to requisition surplus stocks and to 
remove them either directly or through traders to areas which are deficit 
and sell them at a controlled rate. All stocks therefore purchased by 
Government or requisitioned as stated above us well as stocks requisitioned 
from traders who have committed offences under the Food Grains Control 
Order are to go into u pool from which the needs of the deficit areas will 
be met by retail sale through controlled shops at the rate of Rs. 9 per 
inaund for paddy and Rs. 15 for rice, for payment of test relief wages in 
kind, and for gratuitous relief in the form of cooked or raw food. Detailed 
plans for meeting the needs of the deficit areas and for the distribution of 
distress relief in kind aie being drawn up in consultation with Divisional 
Commissioners and District Officers. Detailed instructions have also been 
issued to all the food coqimittees to organise relief kitchens in their areas. 
Whatever may be the stock position, whatever the shortage or sufficiency 
in the Provinc.e, there can be no doubt that the continued high prices have 
and must result in rice and food-grains reeeding from the capacity of a 
Motion of the population which are always in difficulties at this time of the 
year, and particularly of those who have had always to depend on the 
(harity and the surpluses of the general population. Gratuitous relief will 
therefore have to be undertaken on a large scale and it is clear that under 
the present circumstances gratuitous relief should as far as possible be 
undel'taken in kind. As rice and food-grains in sufficient quantities are 
difficult to procure. I have suggested the establishment of relief kitchens, 
distributing a gruel of rice, dal, millet and vegetables, through which we 
shall be able to supply a much larger number of people from a given stock 
of food-grain than would have benefited if the grain had been distributed 
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in raw form. Although it is not a question of civil supjilies or pertain* 
ing ^ my Department, 1 take this opportunity of stating that we propose 
taking all possible steps to meet the situation which has arisen owing to 
the shortage of food-grains. Agricultural loans in substantial quantities 
have been distributed in cash and, it is hoped, provided the neoessaiy 
assistance is forthcoming from the Govemment of India, more loans will 
be distributed to enable the agriculturist to purchase seetls, cattle and pay 
for his cultivation expenses. Government, however, are of the opinion 
that as far as possible agricultural loans should also he given in kind which 
the agriculturist may utilise partly for maintenance and partly to pay 
for an<l feed his labourers. Test relief works have similarly been under- 
taken on a large scale and are being extended except in so far as they will 
not interfere with agricultural o)>erutions. Payment for test relief has been 
in cash and it is proposed to have it in kind as far as possible. Gratuitous 
relief similarly will l)e given on a large scale us justified by present circum- 
stances, but as far as iwssible in kind. All these measures which I have 
hitherto detailed are those that we have undertaken for the lM»st utilisation 
of our own resources. Hut it is clear that without augmentation of the 
Provincial resources by ffaulstuffs from other l*roviiit‘es, it will not be 
possible to meet our requirements. 

This fact was realired by the Goveru?nent of India wluMi they fornnilated 
what is now' formally known as the basic plan. They made assessment of 
the sur|)lus of food-grains of the various Provinces, accepted responsibility 
for feeding the deficit areas and assigned the surplus produce of definite 
areas for the benefit of the deficit areas. Each Provincial Governmont w^as 
expected to fall in. line with the as.s<»sHment policy and plan of the Govern- 
ment of India and agree to shift the requi.site amount of food-grains. 
Provincial Governments that were considered to l)e surplus were called upon 
to aet up (heir own purchasing organizations and shift the requisite amount 
of food-grains. Unfortunately the progrt^ss was not so substantial as the 
Govemment of India had planned and a time came when it l>ecame clearly 
manifest that these surplus Provincial Governments had no intention to act 
according to the basic plan. The needs of Bengal and particularly of the 
consuming areas of Calcutta and Howrah, and the cyclone-stricken areas 
and other grossly deficit areas had to be met and supplies needed to be 
poured into Bengal in larger and larger quantities as the season advanced 
and the local resources diminished. The Government of India could not 
guarantee that the basic plan, particularly in the matter of rice, would be 
fulfilled, far less could they promise that during these crucial months we 
would receive any large^; proportion than our monthly quota. Free trade 
was the only solution by w’hich the reluctance of the neighbouring Provin- 
cial Governments could be overcome, and free trade was accordingly resorted 
to. What follow’ed is well known. The neighbouring Provincial Govern- 
ments did everything possible to defeat free trade and requisitioned all 
visible strKrka to provide their sec urity .services, their deficit areas and their 
controlled shops with cheap food-grains without being a burden on the 
Provincial or Central revenues. On the other hand, the prospect of free 
trade stimulated both their merchants and our merchants to bring rice into 
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Bengal. Tlie demand and competition that would have spent itself on the 
existing food-grains concentrated on such stocks as had been overlooked and 
which escaped the vigilance of the local officers or the pressure of public 
opinion aroused in those areas. Prices rapidly rose, even without the 
movement of a single grain into liengal. Far be it from me to criticise the 
policy of the neighbouring Provinces— particularly as it seems to have been 
appreciated by their own people — as we still remain very much dependant 
on their goodwill and co-operation. Nevertheless, I feel that if they could 
have taken courage to give free trade a chance, it would in the end have 
been bettor for themselves and ourselves. Some grain would certainly have 
come into Bengal; prices would surely have fallen. They could never 
prevail at thi.s height, either here or in the neighbouring Provinces, and the 
fall in Bengal prices would have brought about a fall in their prices an<l 
thus prices would have reached a level whicli both they and we could have 
afforded. AVhat is taking place now is that excepting some stock of food- 
grains which these Governments have obtained at a clieap rate, the price 
of rice in their areas has risen almost to the Bengal level and those of their 
people whom they will not be able to meet with their controlled shops will 
soon })e ill difficuflies. I hope and trust that even now tliese Governments 
will shed tlieir parochial instincts and will conu* t(j tlie assistance of Bengal 
m a larger measure — an assi.stance', which I am certain, Bengal will rej)ay 
in its own turn with that generosity which has made our Province the liome 
and hunting ground of all the races and the people v)f India. Nevertheless, 
in spite of obstructions, free trade has betm able to acliieve some fare whicdi 
has made the |>eople trade-minded and encouj’aged movement of food-grains. 
Stocks are beginning to flow. The trickle from the neighbouring Provinces 
has started and our supplies are being slowly ))ut surely augmented. The 
burden on Government is also now less. The responsibility that it liad 
undertaken to .supply rice to the industries lias been shed under the free trade 
plan and thus industries have been asked to make their, own preparations in 
order to teed their labour. True that the position is not verv 
satisfactory. If the purchases are made uithin the Province this 
would not lead to angmentution of our resources. There have been some 
such purchases hut on tlie whole every attempt has been made to make 
|)UTchases from outside our Province again with the result that our Provincial 
resources have been augmented. Government too have taken this oppor- 
tunity to secure supplies in order to feed the rural areas. I am devoting the 
major projKirtion of our resources for sending food-grains to the rural areas 
which stand in so much need of our as.sistance. Under.- the advice of 
the Government of India and with their concurucnce we have set up a 
purchasing organiaation to purchase food-grain.s from the Eastern Zone in 
order to meet our requirements. This organization had to be set up at once 
if we ivere to take advantage of the free trade plan, and we bad to look round 
for a suitable agent or agents. After consulting various mercbants and 
chambers we could find no one who could undertake the task better than 
Messrs; M. A. Ispahani. An organization was neces.sar>- which could cover 
at the shortest possible notice the entire Eastern region and would have the 
stamina to face the difficulties of the situation and the opposition of the 
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othflif OoTernments, and at the same time had that knoviedfe <if b^inM 
and txude which could combine procurement of supplies with purchase# in 
the cheapest market. The reputation of the fimi for reliability, honesty and 
integrity was unimpeachable. They w*ere second to none in their businees 
capacity. From all sides I received the advice that theirs was the only Arm 
that could deliver the goods. Their sympathy with the Muslim League Waa 
well-known and I had to consider seriously whether if I entrusted them with 
this great task I would not be open to the charge of supporting a political 
sjmipathiser. The urgent needs of Bengal, however, the vital necessity of 
procuring supplies at the shortest possible notice, the needs of oiir distressed 
people who must l>e pnivided with fotul outweighed my hesitation and 1 
took the risk of calling upon the firm to come to the assistance 
of the people of Bengal and undertake this great res|)onsibility. 
I called uj>on it to make the great sacrifice of ])laring all its stocks 
at the disposal of the Bengal Government at cost price, to subject its 
contracts and accounts to the serutiny of the Aecountant-General, Bengal, 
to submit to a running audit of the accounts and to charge a commission 
which was less than the eoiumission paid by the other Proviueial Govern- 
ments to their agents, Mr. M. A. I'ijmhani took time to consider this 
onerous offer and 1 wish to pay a tribute to his generous and sentimental 
temperament wlien in the interests of the people of this Province and in 
order lo make our p(dicy a suc cess he placed himself and his entire stocks at 
our disposal and at one stroke of pen agree»l to forego a profit (»f some 40 
lakhs of rupees on the stocks which he possessed. 1 have had no cause since 
then to regret my decision and with a single-minded purpose he has worked 
for the success of the mission lie has undertaken and has gradually closed 
down many of his agencies whi<*h were far more remunerative in order to 
devote himself to this tusk. He has been able to purchase stocks which I 
could scarcely have hoped for and today fortunately Bengal Government is 
in a position to send considerable stocks of grain to its deficit rural areas in 
spite of the grave opposition from the neighbouring Provinces whicb we 
have encountered. 

From this however it must not he understood that we are out of the 
wood. I claim that we have done the best that was possible for any Govern- 
ment to do under the prevailing circumstances. He.sitation and vacillation 
would have been ruinous. We have been able to augment out supplies; our 
agents have succeeded in setting up an organization that is in -a position to 
shift food-grains into Bengal ; but it will be easy optimism if we are to rest 
on our oars when supplies are by no means sufficient. Whatever stocks we 
can get we shall hove to wrest grain by grain from reluctant neighbouring 
administrations while acute, heartrending and appalling distress stares at 
in the face. I can see no other alternative but to continue to press on th« 
Oovernment of India for sending us more and more food-grains m an ever- 
growing str^m, and I am certain that the Government of India, who have 
undertaken the responsibility to feed this deficit Province and who cannot be 
unconscious of the necessity of saving from famine a Province which will 
form the {Mlvance base of future military operations, will come to our rescue. 
The immediate augmentation of supplies therein is a dire necessity and this 
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Oovernment has left no stone unturned, and I personally have spared no 
pains, to impress this on our neighbours and the Government of India. I 
wish my voice could reach directly to His Majesty's Government and the 
Governments of the United Nations, as I would obviously be only too happy 
to secure supplies from as many sources as possible. I do not think however 
that our importunities, prayers and demands will fall or have fallen on deaf 
ears and that the Government of India will rise equal to the occasion and 
fulfil their primary responsibilities and take every possible step to see that 
Bengal has a sufficiency of food which it needs to alleviate its present 
distress. 

Turning now to Calcutta and other urban areas in the mofussil which 
present their own peculiar problems: The controlled shops in Calcutta 
have done their work but it is becoming increasingly difficult to supervise 
them. They are no longer meeting the requirements of the localities which 
they were intended to serve. Anyone may purchase who can stand in a 
queue and brave the inconvenience. It is most desirable that any shops- 
that we may set up should be properly supervised, and that they should 
serve a definite locality. For this purpose it has been decided to set up 
Government distributing centres which will issue supplies only to those 
persons who hold ration cards and reside in the area which they are intended 
to serve. These Government distributing centres will distribute all the con- 
trolled commodities either in exclusion of or in conjunction with the trade. 
As a beginning, it has been proposed ration messing groups in receipt 
of an average per cnpitu income of Rs. 20 per mensem or less so far as rice 
is concerned. Other articles of food will also be supplied through these shops 
to persons living within the zone served by that particular distributing 
centre. Until the question of free trade is settled, it is not possible for me 
to give a promise for wholesale rationing of Calcutta unless I see supplies 
ahead of me. It will be rash, imprudent and wholly illogical if I were for 
political reasons b) be stampeded into an announcement for the wholesale 
rationing of Calcutta unless I was certain of supplies. As things however 
are shaping, I feel that we shall be in a position to adopt this policy at an 
early date as this will prevent wastage and unequal consumption. I intend 
to start firstly with the poorer localities as it is there that the need for 
subsidized rice and regular supplies is the greatest, and then extend the 
operations to cover the whole of Calcutta and then to industrial areas round 
Calcutta. As I have said above, I propose to work through Government 
distributing centres which will be an economical proposition. In mofussil 
towns, rationing should similarly take place, not necessarily through Govern- 
ment distributing centres, but through the trade or resimnsible persons or 
organizations such as co-operative organizations who may be considered to 
be reliable and imbued with sufficient spirit of social service so as not to 
black-market the supplies that will be placed at their disposal in the rural 
- areas. For the time being, persons enumerated in the employers' shops 
groups in the last census undertaken through the courtesy and collaboration 
of ihe A. R. P. Services will be excluded and the responsibility for issuing 
supplies to them will continue to vest in the employers. By this I should 
not be understood to mean that the employers will W permitted to stock as 
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iiia<^ rice as they may although we welcome the most Irautic efforts on their 
part to secure as much supplies as they cau from outside the proriiice. We 
have accordingly once more brought to the notice of the employers that 
everyone having a stock of 20 maunds of food»grains, even though it is 
meant for distribution to the employees^ must take out a lit^nce under the 
Food Grains Control Order and must submit monthly returns of stocks held 
as required from the traders. We have also made it clear that other persons, 
e.g.f private consumers, having a stock of more than 50 maunds will be 
presumed under the Food Grains Control Onler to be traders, and it will be 
advisable for them as well to take out lic4*nces under the Food Grains Control 
Order. The employers however are today Imuud, under awards of the 
Labour Commissioner, to make available fixed quotas of supidies to their 
labourers at sfweified rates. Now that the inter-provincial barriers have 
been dropped they have been advised to make their own purchases in the 
Eastern Zone, partic ularly in the provinces outside, Government undertaking 
to give every assistance, if through no fault of their own, they are unable to 
secure the necessary supplies. Later on, 1 hope that the distrihutiug centres 
which I am setting up, will cuter for people with higher income, but supplies 
of rice will be made at market rates. Other controlled c^orn meal i ties such 
as atta, sugar, salt, kerosene and mustard oil and even uncontrolled com- 
modities such as dal will be made available us soon as necessary arrange- 
ments are made to ration cardholders irrespective of their income. 

While we have concentrated on getting all lamsible sup)dies from outside 
by ‘ill the means in our |M>wer and also on securing equitable distribution 
within the Province and taking steps against all unti-scwial activities and to 
organize Bengal to meet the distress looming ahead, we have taken further 
steps to enc'ourage the growth of more fcKul. As an immediate proposition, 
I>eople are Wing advised to grow more vegetables and are being given every 
assistance wherever jiossible. Arrangements have been made for the distri- 
bution of vegetable seeds in Calcutta and every householder who has u patch 
of ground fallow has Wen exlicjrted to grow vegetables on it. It is 
encouraging to find that many houiieholders have accepted this advice and 
that the lawns of Government House have Wen turned into vegetable 
gardens. District Officers have similarly Wen advised to encourage culti- 
vation of fcM>d crops in the rural areas. Irrigation and drainage sebemes 
are under consideration for bringing as much of the fallow lands as possible 
under paddy. Agricultural loans will be given out liWrally to those who 
need them for extending the cultivation of food crops and paddy seeds in 
requisite quantities will, if necessary, be requisitioned for distribution 
among those who require them. In fact, some time back when it appeared 
that there was scarcity of aus seed, District Officers were authorised by me 
to requisition locally whatever quantities of aus seed they required and 
distribute it to those who needed the seed at Rs. 12 per mannd. The statisti- 
cal and intelligence machinery of the Government have also been strengiben- 
ed and re-organised. It is most essential that Government should have 
up-to-date information of the supply and price position of the Province and 
other reliable data in the light of which they could shape their food policy. 
Indeed, one of the most serious difficulties that this Government have hiul 
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to fare in working ont their food policy hag been the almost incomplete 
absence of reliable statistics on the basis of which alone any Satisfactory 
supply and distribution plans could be drawn up. The statistical organize* 
tion at headquarters is being strengthened and it is hoped with the assistance 
of Goverament officers and of food committees to obtain more reliable 
statistics as to the area of land on which food crops are grown, crop condi- 
tions, market tendencies, local stock position, extent of local shortage, etc. 

In this statement of mine I have dealt with the subject more or less in 
its bare outline in the hofie that it will give some indication of the colossal 
amount of work which we have put in to meet a situation which is deterio- 
rating so rapidly that it was recognized to be beyond remedy. I feel that 
our labours have not been in vain and the steps that we have taken from 
time to time have arrested the deterioration at the most crucial moments. 
I hope that the work which we have put in will also bear more substantial 
fruit and that the situation will be brought under control. Government 
however will not relax their efforts in the slightest degree so long as the 
present unfortunate conditions continue to operate, and I am sure that if 
we are permitted to serve you and the people of Bengal the work will be 
carried out with the most single-hearted devotion to duty. I do not think 
that this is the time or the opportunity to talk about future. The present 
is with us in all its hideousness and the problem that it presents itself is so 
vast that it needs all our resources to grapple with it. I have not however 
forgotten the necessity of having a programme for the future. The people 
of Bengal must not be caught unprepared again : they must not be allowed 
to be at the mercy of traders, hoarders, speculators and blaok-inarketexs who 
would gladly grind the faces of the i)oor in order to earn a profit which 
they possibly had not dreamt of in their palmiest days, I aim at the 
ultimate establishment of producers’ and consumers’ societies but we have 
to proceed step by step. Perhaps for the next year, it will suffice if Govern- 
ment were from the very beginning to assure the cultivator a fair price for 
his commodity, to take up the surplus crop and stock it, reserve it and where 
necessary sell it at a rate which will cover its costs and perhaps provide a 
fund for the development of agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have done. I trust and hope that the House will 
accord that sympathy and support which the public in the past have given 
to us. I hoi^e, Sir. that the House will not be too hard on me in its appre- 
ciation or depreciation of the work whic h I have put in on behalf of the 
people'of this Province. The task has been a difficult one. If I have not 
pleased the members of this House, 1 have, at any rate, a satisfaction of 
my (conscience that I have not spared myself in the slightest degree in 
carrying out my task.” 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALs May I just enquire of the Chief 
Minister if Government propose as a sequal to this statement to bring in a 
motion before the House for debate on the food situation ? 

Tim Hon’tlia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the House wants a debate 
then it ia for the members of the Opposition to give notice of amendments. 
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NALINAKSHA SANYALs A« matters stand the JTotiae is awajre^ 
th&i Ihe Opposition have expressed their desire for a debate and three days 
haw been rery kindly ailot(e<l for the same purpose. I was ju«t wppdering 
if the procedure should be as in the previous case that Government will bring 
in a motion, or the Government desire the Opposition to move substantive 
motions and then the Government will deal with it. , 


The Hen^hli Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; We don't propose to move any 
motion. The Opposition, if they so desire, can move a motion on the 
matter. There may be amendments or may not be amendments. It will 
all depend on the motion that is moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know what would l>e the procedure. Dr. 
Sanyal, do you want to move a motion 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have now the statement. On the 
basis of that statement, we of the 0])poHition propose to move motions which 
will be dealt with on their merits. The Government miglif oppose them as 
a whole or move their own amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the Opposition \ull .^end in motions and 
that Government, if they are so advised, will send in uinendmeiits. Hy what 
time, can I expect these motions J* 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: What would be the last date for 
sending in motions? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We want almut four days. 1 suggest 
that Thursday, the 8th instant, may be the last date for sending in motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am prepareH to agree to that. 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: For the amendments T suggest 
Saturday, the 10th. 

Mr# SPEAKER: I take it that that procedure is agreefl to. 

(Members agreed.) 


Adjouminent 

It being 9-20 p.m., the House wa.s odjounied till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 6th July, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProcMdiiir* of the Bengal UgiOatire AtMmbly MMmblod 
the promioM of the Govemment of hdia Act, 1935 . 

f*®* *" ‘*** House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 

6th July, 1943, at 4 p.m. 

% 

Present: 

w ^ki ^**'® ^nA ***® Naushee Ali) in the Chair, 12 

Hon ble Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were pmn) 

Filling up of the post of Inspoetor of Smoke Nuisenoe, 

"AHUAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Pubhc Health and Local Self-Government Department aware— 

(t) that a post of the Inspeittor of Smoke Nuisances Service was 
advertised in the Calcutta Gazette in the month of August, 1942* 
and ’ * 

{id) that the post was reserved for a Muslim? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmntive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) how many Muslim candidates with minimum requisite qualifies- 
tions appliefl for the jxist ; and 

(ti) whether there were some Muslim B.E. candidates for the post? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why the jiost is still left vacant? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 

(0 who is holding the post at present; and 
(i*) what are hia qualificationa ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the qualifi- 

^tions as advertised for in the CalM Gazette are similar to those of the 
candidate who is officiating at present? 

(^ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment contemjdate to fill up the post by a non-Muslim? 

AHMAO (m, bokuif th, Kim. 

■MiMliir MmiIvI dalaliMMm AImimI): (a) Yes. 

(6) Only one Muslim candidate appUed for the post. He did not pooMM 

lo wTr The Public Service Commission do not agree 

to ^wh further mat^als as they are of opinion that the methods adopted 

tfce selection should not be open to discusskm for 
cnticiam on tiie floor of the House. 
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(«) and (d) Mr, D. P. Ganguly has been appointed temporarily to the " 
post. A statement of the qualifications is laid on the Table. 

(e) A statement of the qualifications advertised for is laid on the Table. 

(/) As a suitable Muslim candidate is not available, the vacancy which 
is a temporary one will have to be fillet! up by the best availalde candidate 
irrespective of community. 

Statement referred to in reply to douse (d) (if) of starred question No, 13* 

(1) Passed the Junior Cambridge Examination with Distinction from 
Victoria European Boys’ Schtx>l, Kurs<H)ng, in IfWl. 

(2) Passed the Senior Cambridge Examination attaining Honoura 
Standard from the same Institution in IDJVi. 

(3) Passed the Board of Apprtuitiieship Training Admission Examina- 
tion in First Class. 

(4) Sensed as an Apprenthe in Mechanical and Electrical Phigineering 
at Messrs. Burn & Company, Limited, for over 4 years. 

(5) Attended the Calcutta Technical School in Mec hanical and Electrical 
Engineering Course for alwut 4 years, and iMissed the Final Examination 
in Mechanical Engineering held under the Board of Apprenticeship. 

(6) Membership of the Institution of Engineers (India). 

(7) Worke<l as Foreman in charge at the Bengal Goveniment Sawmill 
for about 9 months. 

(8) Worked as Smoke Observer under the Bengal Smoke Nuisances Com- 
mission for over 3J years, and acquired considerable knowledge of 
mechanical ai^pliances used for the almtement of smoke. 

Statement referred to in reply to douse (e) of starred question No. 13. 

(i) the candidate must lie not more than iiO years of age; 

(/i) must have a practical apprenti(*esh}p for at least five years in a 
recognised workshop, preferuldy marine; ^ 

(tti) must have sound knowledge of the designing, operating and test- 
ing of all classes of industrial furnaces; marine and land, by using all grades 
of solid and pulverised fuels, light fuels, oil fuels and gas; 

(ir) must have thorough knowleflge of the liest means of securing smoke 
reduction and increasing efficicnej’; and 

(v) must be a native of the Province of Bengal or domifdled in Bengal. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs On a point of privilege, Sir. IVith 
reference to the ‘answer given in (h), namely, that the Public Service 
Commission do not agree to furnish further materials as they are of opinion 
that the methods adopted by them in making the selection should not be 
to discussion or criticism on the floor of the House, I consider that 
this is a curtailment of the rights and privileges of this House. The Public 
Service Commission is a subordinate department of Government and as such 
Oovemment is bound to furnish information asked for on this point. 
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TN Hon’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Sir, the Public Service Com- 
mission has got a statutory position and so far as the attitude they have 
tahen up is concerned, it is apparent that they are not prepared to give 
further materials. Of course, it is for the House to judge whether this 
affects the privilege of the House. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH- DATTA; The Public Service Commission is 
a subordinate limb of the Government and as such Government is bound 
to furnish all information relating to the activities of the Public Service 
Commission to this I^egislature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is more or less a question of privilege of this 
House, and it is a matter which certainly requires looking into. I do not, 
however, propose to express any opinion just now, but I will consider this 
matter and, if necessary, I may refer it to the Privilege Committee. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In that case, Sir, 1 submit that this 
question be treated as being held over or as not being answered at all. 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that cannot be the case.* 
This is the answer given to the House because this is the exact position. 
But aft^r hearing this if the House wants to form an opinion of its own, 
that is a different matter altogether. We have placed the fact before the 
House and we cannot do any further. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I have your ruling on the 
question I have now raised, Sir, namely, that the question should be held 
over for the present F 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think the Speaker can compel a Minister to 
give a particular answer. The Government says that this is their answer 
and the question of privilege of the House undoubtedly stands and may be 
considered by this House. As I have reserved my opinion for the present 
on the question of privilege and as I wish to consult the ’ Committee of 
Privilege, I think the House for the time being should accept this as the 
aiiswer^f Government subject, of course, to their subsequent opinion. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state for what period the, appointment has been madeP 

Khali Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether when the temporary period is over Government have in their 
ooutemplation to appoint a Muslim candidate? 

Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will make another 
♦twmpt to see if a suitable Muslim is available. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased . 
to state whether Mr. D. P. Ganguly was nest in oflEice to those who were 
promoted f 
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mm. Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMADl No question of promotion 
arises here. He was given the post on a temporarj* basis. 

Wn ATUL OHANDRA iENt With reference to answer (h), do I 
understand the Government to say that they agree with the opinion of ihi 
Public Service ('ommission, namely, that the methods adopted by them in 
making the selection should not be open to discussion for the criticism of 
this House!' Do the Government agree with that opinion!' 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: 1 have already answered that 
it is a matter of opinion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The an.'4wer given is a tad and tlie opinion here also 
is a fact. They want to know what opinion Government hold on this 
matter. 1 think that i.s also a fact. 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: In that rase, Sir, 1 want notice. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 
Government would be glad to give their opinion on the methods adopted by 
the Public Service (’ommiHsion. Hut, as matters .stand, we cannot compel 
the Public Service (ommission to give way in a matter in which the ('om- 
nii'^sion have arrived at a decision. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mu> 1 .Hubmil, Sir. flmt when such 
me^lnillgle^s answers are being ma<lc by the Parliamentary Secretary, the 
Minister ccuioerned should answer and not his Ihiiliamentury Secretary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to .say whether the answer is meaning- 
less or not. Hero you prefer that the Minister should uhsw<t and the 
Minister lias actually answered. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the HoiPble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is desiralde to move in the maMer and place it before the 
Privilege (’ommittee for elucidation on the point whether the Puhlie Service 
Commission was right or not ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is already aware that a deci- 
sion has been taken on the point that it will go to the Privilege (’ommitfee. 

Extonsion of strvioo of Dittrlot Engitioor of Rangptir. 

*14. Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon*ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government l>i>artment l>e pleased to 
state whether any extension of service has bt?eu allowed to the preseq^ 
District Engineer of Rangpur!' 

(h) If the answer to Ci) is in the affinnative, will the [lon’ble Ministet 
be pleased to state— 

(t) the term of extension granted to him ; and 

(it) whether the term of extension is in excess of the period recom- 
mended by the District Boanl ? 
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(c) If tbe answer to (b)(u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

Khan tahlb HAMIOUDOIN AHMAD (an Miaif af tha Hon’bla KfuMi 
•ifiackir Mauivi Maliidcliii Ahmad)! (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) Two years from the 16th September, 1941. 

(n) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Point of Order. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY* On a point of order,. Sir. Of course we 
have got a ruling from you yesterday that Parliamentary Secretaries are 
entitled to answer questions if they are empowered by the Hon’ble Ministers 
to answer questions. May I ask through you the (’hief Minister whether 
these Parliamentary Secretaries have any right, power or anything entitling 
them to go through the files or are they only to go through the answers 
written here and ask for noticed We find that practically no answer is 
coming from them. The Hon’ble Ministers are there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not a point of order at all. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA{ Sir, the point of order arises in this 
way. A question is put and we are entitled to have a reply to the question. 
In order to give a proper reply, they must have recourse to the records of 
the department and the files. If Parliamentary Secretaries so tar are not 
given access to all the files, it is very difficult for them to give a reply and 
whatever replies tliey may give will be hearsay because they are not 
entitled to look into every file. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. .Gupta, this is also not a point of order. 

iufipty of Mmoliiiig powder to Midmiporo Diolriot Board. 

MS. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleaaeil to state whether after the last cyclone on the 16th October, 1942, 
tbe District Board of Midnajiore a]^roached the Public Health Department 
for the supply of bknu^hiug powder for disinfection of the affected area? 

(b) If so, will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state whether bleaching 
powder was supplied ; if so, when ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Sthito HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behaif of tlio Hon’blo Kban 
it its du r Mauivi JalaiiMidin Abmad): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, on iUst October, and 2T(h November. 1942, 

(c) Does not arise. 
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nt» Mr. ATUL KEItHNA CHOtll (a) Will the Hon*ble Uinutet in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour l>B])artment be pleased to states 

(i) whether all the dea<l bodies of persons killed due to air raids up to 
the 31st January, 1^3, were identified or not; and 

(ti) whether the life of any of those killed persons were insured or not f 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the utfirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, the (lovernment oonteiiifdate to take 
so that the heirs of insured persons killed in air raid may ffet the insured 
amounts 

(c) Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state whether all the dead 
bcKlies were burnt or burie<l Y 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state where these dead 
bodies were burnt or buried and by whom Y 

MINISTER III ohtrgt of tho COMMERCE ami LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hofi’ble Mr. Khwajt Shahebuddiii) : (/M (i) Ten bodies were not 
identified. 

<o) Acconling to the latest information only one jiersou was insured. 

{h) Neither the employers nor the relatives of the decreased have yet been 
able to furnish the name of the Company with which the det^eased was insured 
or any document in connection therewith. 

An effort i.s l)eing- made to trace the documents. 

{v\ and {d) So far as I am aware most of the dead were either 
cremateil or buried by friends or relatives, and where friends or relatives were 
not available, by municifwhties or charitable institutions in burning ghats 
or burial grounds. In a few cases only, the police and hospital authorities 
buried or cremated the corpses. I have no information where each individual 
body was buried or cremateil by the friends and relatives of the deceased 
persons. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (/>), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please consider the desirability of giving notice in news- 
papers asking whether the deceased persons have got any policy in any 
Insurance Company? 

The Hoffi*blg Mr. Khwa|a BHAHABUODIN: The matter will be consi- 
dered. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 111 the last air-raids we found that many 
persons were killed. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House 
how many heads of families were killed in these air-raids and whether Gov- 
ernment is reedy to compensate those families? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your question is, among the deceased persoui how 
many were heads of families? 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY : Earning members of families. 
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TfiO HOfi^lliO Mr. Ktiwi|t Sir, what is the question? 

Mr. SPiAKCRs He wants to know whether it is witUn your knowledge 
how many of the killed persons were earning members of their families. 

The Hofl’blf Mr. Khmja IhAHABUDDIN; The {!?laim6 Officer is 
receiving the claims and beyond that we have no information. 

SJ. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will itH Minister please 

state how many of these persons were buried or cremated by friends and 
how niiiiiy by municipalities and charitable institutions? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want,.^ 4 pi!;ke. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view' of the ansW^ that the Claims 
Officer 

Mr. AHMED Atl MRIDHA: On a point of ofd^r. Sir. My friend 
is used to make speeches in Bengali. May we hear him speaking in Bengali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sometimes you cannot understund 
Bengali and sometimes you cannot understand English and, therefore, 
I speak in both the languages, (liaughter. ) , 

Sir, my question is that the Claims Officer enquired into the matter, but 
the Hon’ble Minister could not tell the House how' many of the killed persons 
were earning members of families. May I ask whether he is ready to make 
an enquiry as t(» how’ many of the killed persons were earning ineml»ers of 
families? 

Th. Hon'bf. Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: This is a rerjuest for action, 
tnd I submit that w'hen they submit their idaims, the t'laims Officer will 
g^et all the information. 

Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order. The 
question w’as “IIow many of the persons killed were «9wming.4Kiemlifrs of 
their families?” How does this question constitute n request for action? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Hr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There was no request to kill more men 
by the Hon’ble Minister! (Laughter.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: W ill the Hon’ble Minister please slate 
whether Government is ready to compensate tlie families whose earning 
members have been killed by air-raids? 

Tha tllMI’hl# Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 submit that it does not 
arise out of this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hoy, what is your question? 
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Mr* OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is GoTernmdnt contomplatia^ th» desir- 
ability of compensatiug the families of killed persons who were earning 
members of their families? 

Tht HMfble Mr. Khwaii SHAHADUDDIN: The position is this. 
There is the Wir Injuries Ordinance in force and under that certain relief 
is being provided to those who are injured or killed due to enemy action. 

Paymant of for wir injurtao in Chitlagong iAtf Foul* 

M7. Khin Bahadur Mtulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: {n) Will the Hou’bl^ 
Minister in chargd of l£e Commerce and Labour lX'i>artmeut be pleased to 
state the numbw-of ai^licutions received up to date from the civil popula- 
tion of Chittagoag and Feui for comjwnsation in respect of war injuries 
due to enemy air raid during 1942-43 for — 

(i) (1) Loss 
(2) Injuries, 

t3) Ix)Hs of proj>erty. and 
(4) Damage to property; and 

(ti) the numl>er that have Wn dis|H)sed of during the period? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Minister lie pleased to state the time takeft«-hy 
the Claims Officer in making — 

(0 enquiries, and 

(ii) payments, 

in each case? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minihter be pleased to stale whether any money 
was paid by way of relief to the suffereis just after the air raids? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving some immediate help pending pay- 
ment of full chum ? 

KhiWjt fHAMABUDOIN: (a) (i) (1) and (2) and 

(a) (it) It IS not^ in the public interest to disclose the exact figures relating 
to loss of life and injuries received during the raids in 1942-43 in Chitta- 
gong and Feni. 

(o) (i) (3) and (4) A scheme for insurance of projierty for damage caused 
by enemjjiiractioii was prepared by a Committee apjxiinted by this Govern- 
ment some time ago and it has been recommended to the Government of 
India to be adopted on an all-India basis. The ordara of the Government of 
India are awaited. 

(6) (i) and (it) Payments were generally made within a month from the 
filing of the claims application with the Claims Officer unless delayed due 
to — 

(1) absence of the claimant, 

(2) non-submission of medical report or 

8 



102 QUESTIONS. [6th Iuly, 

(3) delay in production of certificate from emfdoyer aa bmng gainfully 
occupied. 

(c) and (d) Advance wa« granted in certain cases in Chittagong. 
Originally there was no provision under the War Injuiriali^M^eme to grant 
advances to claimants pending the decision of claims casiSt A clause for 
advance payments by employers and recovery thereof from awards has 
subsequently been added to the War Injuries Scheme. 

Mr. DHIRENftRA MATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
.pleased to give us a rough idea of the scheme fof insurance of property for 
damage caused by enemy action which has been aubmiiied to the Govern- 
ment of India h ' . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow that question. 

AppointiiMntf made in the ilute Regulation and Rnral Reoonetruotion 
Departments in Dacca Division. 

MS. Mr. LAKSHMi NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be ple^.sed to state — 

(i) the number of ap{>ointmeutH made up to the 10th of March, 1943, 

in the different branches of the Department of "Jute Regulation 
and Rural Recoustiuctipn of the Dacca Division; and 

(li) the number ot them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindu.s, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(6) Is it a fact — 

(/) that the apiK)iti(nientH of the Srhe<luled Castes were made much 
later than the (’a>te Hindis and the Muslims; and 

(ii) that some Ca-'te Ilindu.N like Sutradhars have been appointed as 

Rrimary Licensing Assistants in the Dacc^i Division us Scheduled 
Castes candidates? 

(c) If the answer to {h) {u) is in the affirmative, is the Hou'bie 
Minister considering the desirability of making ^ inquiry into the 
matter 

MINISTER in oliarge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoii*lilo Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzamuddin Hoaain): (a) A statement 
showing the appointment of the .subordinate staff of the Jute Regulation 
Department which is made on the divisional basis, is laid on the Table. 
Superior staff are appointed on provincial basis and are excluded from the 
statement. 

The Rural Reconstruction Dejwrtment has no separate staff of its own 
but the work of rural reconstruction is done by the Jute Regulation staff. 

{h){i) No. 
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(fi) and (c) It is reported that 2 persons now said to be Sutradhars 
were appointed. One of them did not join an<i enquiry is being made by 
the Chief Controller, Jute Regulation, Bengal, in respect of the other. 


to in reply to douse (a) of starred question No. IS. 


(1) Primary Licensing Assistants . . 

Muslim. 

497 

Caste 

Hindu. 

3^9 * 

Scheduled 

Caste. 

149 

Total. 

990 

(2) Clerks and Camp Assistants 

78 

54 

23 

150 

Total 

575 

403 

172 

1,150 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVil) the Ilon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state witli reference to answers (//) and (< ) \\hether tlie List (»f Sche(luled 
Castes was coiisuHe^f l»\ the ap]>(»iiiting anthoiities before making (he 
appointment P 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN: 

Yes; ordinarily it is consulted. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how in the presence of such a list this mistake was committed by the 
appointing authoritiesP 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8 AIYE 0 MUAZZAMUDDIN HO8AIN1 

Might have escaped notice. Ordinarily it is consulted. l*r(>bubh\ in thia 
case it was not consulted. 

Adult iduoation uider rural deveiopmant schema in Rajshahi. 

* 19 . Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
m charge of the Agiicultuie Deixiitmeut be pleased to «tote — 

(i) the amount provided in the budget for the year 1942-43 for adult 
education ; 

(ti) the amount allotted for adult education, district by district ; and 
(ut) the amount sp>ent up to date in the Rajshahi diairictP 
(6) Have the O^bvernment any definite scheme for encouragHUOfit and 
spread of adult education ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of insisting on 
local authorities — district boards, municipalities and union boards to provide 
some money for adult education P 

The HeunMu Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUOOIN HOBAINsfa) 

and (b) A provision of R8.92,000 was made for the purpose in the last year’s 
budget but nothing out of this amount could be utilised as owing to the 
present emergency the general scheme foi the exponsion of rural reconstmo- 
tion activities in the Province including the scheme for encouragement and 
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•fire»d of adult education has been held in abeyance for the duration of War 
and the Department has been allowed to carry on only on the existing basis. 

(c) Chairmen of District Boards have already been addressed by the 
Director of Rural Reconstruction, Bengal, in the form of an appeal, a copy 
of which is laid on the library Table. 

NimilMr of sub-r^istry offices in BengiU. 

•20. Klum Bthatfur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the nuinijer of SuWlegistr^ offices in Bengal in which annual 
registration exceeded G,000 during the last 3 years; and 
(it) whether registration has been annually increasing during the last 
3 years? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing year by year the total number of registration, leceipts and expendi- 
ture for the last 3 years (1939-40, 1940-41, and 1941-42) under the Bengal 
Tenancy ^ctf 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(t) the numl>er of Sub-Registry offices — 

( 1 ) aRdishe^l ; and 

(2) reopened since 1933 up to 1941? 

(ii) the maximum number of registration that a Sub-Registrar could 
register annually having regard to the different laws in force in 
connection with registration; 

(Hi) the maximum number of documents that a Sub-Registrar can 
' ordinarily register in a day ; and 

(iv) what action Government have taken or proposed to take to give 
facility to the poor public and womenfolk to get their documents 
registered on the day of presentation in the office* |t|iere registra- 
tion generally exceetls’ 6,000 a yeai ? 

Khan Sahib MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on bthalf of tho Hon’blo Mr. 
TaminMklin Khan): (a) (i) 46 in 1940; 58 in 1941; and 75 in 1942. 

(ii) Yes. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c) (/) (1) 24 and (2) 10 opened (not reopened). 

(ii) 6 to 7 thousand, but officers of exceptional merit register more. 

(iii) 60, but there are offii'ers who can register double that number. 

(iv) Registering officers have instructions to register documents of such 

parties on ihe day of presentation. Joint offices are opened where they are 
justified. V 
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Statement referred ia in reply to dauee (b) of starred question No. iO. 

Year. ^Regiatration-Reoeipta Expen- 

diture. 



Ra. 


Ra. 

1939 

6,90,252 

10,79,083 

6,90,215 

2940 

7,08,500 

10,29,401 r 

4,47,555 

1941 

8,55,758 

10,25,332 

2,01,842 


*Aceording to c«leoder years as returns are not prepared accord u^; to finaDoial year. 

Dftantlon of Mr. Minilil Dutt is socurity prisonor iftor rtliiio. 

•21. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (,/) 1m the Hon’ble 
lliniMter in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

{i) that Mr. Manila! Dutt wa.^ coiivicte<l in a j)oliticul case and waa 
Meutenced to 10 years’ rigorous imprison men t ; 

{%%) that he served his full term of imprisouinent ; and ^ T ^ * 

(III) that alter the expiry of the term of impriMonment he was not allowed 
to go out of the jail gate but was detained in the Aliiwre Central 
Jail as a security prisoner? 

(b) If the answer to {a) itn) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister ’ 
be pleased to state the reason theiefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact — 

(i) that his father died duiiug his detention as a security prisoner; 

(«) that he applied for permission to go home under proper guardi to 
perfonn the sradh ceremony of his father; and 
(ill) that no answer was given to his petition and the reminders thereto? 
(</) If the answers to (c)(/7) and (ut) are in the affirmative, is the Hon^ble 
Minister considering the desirability of — 

(0 allowing him to go home during the annual snulh ceremony of his 
father ; .and 

(ti) giving reasons for not rejdying to his petition? 

MINISTER in oliargi of thi HOME DEPARTMENT (tbo Hon’tolt 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(?>) It was considered expedient lo detain him as a security prisoner with 
a view to prevent him from acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence 
of British India, tlie public safety, the maintenance of public order or tha 
efficient proeecution of the war. 

{c) (t) and Yea. 

(ill) and :d) (ti) Report of the local officers reached Government on expiry 
of the date of the sradh ceremony and so no reply was sent to the prieoner* 

(d) (i) This does not arise, as no petition has yet been received on this 
point. 
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Mr. NiiHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly tell 
ns the date when this security prisoner applied for permission and the date 
when the report reached the QoTemment ? 

Tha Hofi’M# Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can give the information 
later. In the meantime other questions may be put. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h), do I under- 
stand the Hon’ble Minister to say that Mr. Manilal Dutt who has served 
his full term of imprisonment and was due for release on a particular day 
was not released ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; he was released. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how a prisoner who has served his full term of imprisonment is released? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was allowed to go out of 

^ the jail gates. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to 
state whether this prisoner was allowed to go out of the jail gates at all? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as my infonnation goes, 
he was allowed to go out of the jail. 

Mr. lATUL CHANDRA SEN: But the answer says “no”. I submit, 
Sir, the question was: “After the expiry of the term of imprisonment he 
was not allowed to go out of the jail gate” and the answer says: “It was 
considered expedient to detain him as a security pri.soner,” the implication 
being that he was not allowed to go out of the jail. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; I am almost certain 
that he must have been arrested at the gate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can \ou sny that? There must have been some 
mistake. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
'^'5 likes, I can ascertain and tell the Hou.se what actually took place. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Home Minister, will he be pleased to consider the desirability of 
making a general rule that when a person who is due for release is released 
he must be restored to the original condition from which he was arrested? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; I am sorry I cannot 
accept that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
it has been held by the Chief Justice of the Federal Court (Sir Maurice 
Owyer) that the detention of a security prisoner with a view to prevent him 
from acting in a manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, public 
safety, maintenance of public onler and efficient prosecution of the war 
is illegal and ultra vires? 
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TlM Hoii’bit Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDOINl I think that oMe is sub fudice, 
and that an appeal is pending before the Federal Court. 

Mf« SPEAKER: No, no. The honourable member is only asking whether 
the Hon^ble Minister is aware of the Federal Court decision. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

SI. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how a prisoner who is ser^-ing impri.sonment iuwside the jail 
long before the outbreak of the war could be thought to be acting in a way 
prejudicial to the defence of British India, public safety, maintenance of 
public order and efficient prosecution of the warP 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of his past associa- 
tion and the organivsation which he belongs, it is considered unsafe to set 
him at liberty. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were his associations 10 >ears before which justified the 
apprehension that he might be acting in a prejudicial manner P 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These prisoueia belong to 
certain organisations which are pursuing a policy which is detrimental 
to the safety of the State and therefore no ri.sk can be taken as fur as the 
release of the active members of such associations is concerned. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon'ble Minister kindly tell 
us whether he was good enough to enquire of the prisoner if he still 
belonged to the party of which he was a member before his detention and 
whetlier he had changed his mind n(»t to jf»in that party after hi.s release P 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We cannot take the risk of 

releasing a man by simj)ly enquiring whether he has changed hi.s mind or 
whether he still belongs to the same association, because as 1 said before, 
that for the purpo.se of securing release it is very easv for a prisoner to say 
that he ha.s changed his mind. 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pWsed 
to state to what organisation this person l^elongsp 

Tha Hon’bia Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: He belongs to one of the sub- 
versive organisations. is 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to name the association P 

Tha Hoii*bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 a.sk for notice. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAE GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister b« 
pleased to let us know if ail the members of that organisation to which be 
is suspected to belong have been detained in jail? 

Thi Hon*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 
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Miulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Will the Hon^ble Miniilef be pkieed 
to state whether any one of the present Hon’ble Ministers belongs to that 
organisation ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as my information 

goes, no. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state before Mr. Monilal Dntta was arrested at the jail gate 
whether any enquiry was made of him by any GoTernment servant to find 
out if he still belonged to that organisation and if he still had a mind of 
taking an active part in that organisation P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already replied to that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that one 
of his colleagues in the present Cabinet was in jail with me for two years, 
viz., the Hon^ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, for having committed a political 
offence P 

Tho Hoi1*bl6 KhWiJi 8ir NAZIMUDDIN* I do not think that he belongs 
to any subfersive organisation. If the honourable member says that he 
does, I will fake note of that fact. 

8|t NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know whether the policy followed by the Goveniment with 
regard to this prisoner is in keeping with the declaration made by them 
that they will take a liberal view with regard to political prisoners P 

Mr. 8PEAKERt I do not allow this question, because this Government 
never made any such declaration. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTI; 

cTOi mm ^ crTcircfpT r 

Th6 HOfl*bl0 KhWiJft 8lf NAZIMUDDIN* I think before we assumed 
office. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN 0HAKRAVARTI;:rr^?ft7rm^^^ 

f% C? TO Chief Minister TO^ 

Dr. d. M. DAB GUPTA: Supporter %5T5t i 

Tha Hon*bli Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN* That is absolutely correct. 
Members on the other side of the House are responsible for it. 

NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to itite now what was the date of his application asking for pennissioB to 
g0^ borne P 

Tht Hon’bta Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the application 
dated the 21st November, 1942. 


was 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the date on which the report was submitted to the Qovernment P 

TN Hon’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The first office note is dated 
27th November, 1942. His father died on the Kith November. He sent 
his application on the 21st of November, and I Wlieve it was received in 
office on the 27th November, 1^2. The petition is for permission to go 
home under proper guards to perfonn the Srtulh ceremony of his father. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In that case the date of the Sradk 
cannot have expired. 

The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
puts a fresh question I shall answer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The Hon hie Minister was just 
telling us that he would be able t(» answer everything. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot compel a Minister to answer a question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I want to know the date of 
application, the date of report by the local officer anti the date when it 
actually reached the Government. A 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I want also to know the date of 
Sra^h. 


Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tht* first office note is dated 
the 27th November, 1942; therefore it must have been received before that 
date. It was sent to the Intelligence Kranch and there is a seal of the 
Intelligence Branch. Criminal Investigation llepartinent, dated the 39th 
November, 1942. Then there i.'^ another date of the I!Mh December, 
1942 


Mr. SPEAKER: These are perhaps not what are required. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, instead of asking why 
this delay is taking place they are asking how long it will 
take the office to deal with the question, and I am giving 
out the process by which the delay has been caused. The 
thing was first received in the office; from office it was sent to the Intelli- 
gence Branch: who evidently asked for a local enquir} , and by the time it 
got back to the office it was the 19th December, 1942, and I find in it the 
signature of one of the officers. The final order was passed on the 19th 
December and the Snulh took place on the 17th December, but actually the 
Home Department got the file back on the 1 9th. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state liow he could avoid frustration 
of specific rules for leave in Bengal on such occasions f* 

Tbf Hpil’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 realise that there are certain 
difficulties in the way. On one side something must be done quickly to 
be effective. That is to say, the Sradh ceremony takes place on a certain 
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date after the death of a person^ and if relief ia to be gifen pemuaekm aboiild 
be granted to the prisoner who will perform the Sradk. On the other 
hand, Government have to resort to certain procedure; they have got to 
find out what are the actual facts, for ultimately on enquiry in many cases 
it is often found that the conditions which are stated to be serious are not 
really so. So I am trying to give an explanation to my honourable friend 
as to why the delay takes place. 

Mr* SPEAKER. I think the honourable member wants you to consider 
the desirability of seeing that similar delay may not happen any more. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am prepared to look into 
this question and see whether we can get the report completed as early as 
possible so that Government can pass final orders within a month before 
the annual Sradh ceremony takes place. 

Politioal saourity priaonart appaaring at University examinetiens. 

•M. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Dej)artment be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of political security prisoners that have applied for leave 
to appear in University examinations; and 

(ii) the action that will be taken with regard to such applications? 

Tha Hon^bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 86 prisoners applied for per- 
mission to sit for University examinations. Permission was granted in all 
cases. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawert to which were laid on the table) 

Olaasifloation of prisoner Babu Subodh Kumar Mitra. 

7. BMhi KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (o) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Departiueut aware of the fact — 

(i) that one Babu Subodh Kumar Mitra, n.s( was convicted by the 

Suhdi visional Officer, Alipur Duar, Jalpaiguri district, on the 
5th December, 1942, under section 39 of the Defence of India 
Rules; 

(ii) that he has now l>eeu serving his sentences in the Jalpaiguri Dis- 

trict Jail as Division III prisoner ; 

(iiV) that the trying Magistrate placed him as a Division III prisoner; 

(ft?) that the prisoner is a Science graduate of the Calcutta University; 

(v) that he belongs to a respectable upper middle class family of the 
Alipur Duar town ; aud 

(vi) that at the time of his arrest he had been living with his father? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aMrmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the considerability of reviewing his case for classification as 
Division II prisoner? 
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Tki Hon’bit Khivijt Sir NAZIMUODINs (a) (0 to (iv) Yes. 

(v) His father is now working as a secretarr of a local tea company. 
The status of the person, as ascertained on local enquiry, did not show that 
the family was an “upper middle class one*'. 

(vi) He was arrested at Madanhat and had been away from home. 

(h) The matter is receiving attention of Government. 

Hr. ATUL OHANDRA SENS From the answers given, do I understand 
the Hon'ble Home Minister to say that in the matter of classification of a 
prisoner his educational qualification is not taken into consideration F 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ma> 1 refer the honourable 
member to my answer (/>) F 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is necessary that a prisoner must belong to the “upper 
middle class” in order to be placed in a higher division F 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In my opinion, no. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether “upper middle class” has been defined in the Jail Code 
or anywhere elseF 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already stated that I 
was not satisfied with the cla^sificatnni of these prison«*rs, and f«)r this 
reason I sent them certain questions so that I might be able to reply to the 
questions that might be put to me in this connection or deal with the matter 
satisfactorily. In the meantime I thought that by the time the answers are 
released I would get replies to in\ questions and would l)e able to give 
necessary answers. But 1 find today that I have not us yet received any 
reply from the District Magistrate Therefore the position is that the 
matter is still under enquiry. But 1 may tell my h<»riourahle friend that 
I am myself not satisfied with this classification of the prisoner. 


Public Protaeutor of Rajthahi. 

a. Kui ABUL MABUD: (a) Will the Hou'hle Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department be plea.sed to state whether it is a fact that the 
present public prosecutor of Bajshxklii ha# tenderwl his resignation F 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — - 

(i) when the resignation was tendered; 

(if) whether Government have accepted hi# resignation; 

(Hi) the present age of the public prosecutor ; and 

(iV) the rules, if any, regarding the retirtment of the public proeecutorP 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any recommen- 
dations by the local authorities have been received by the Government for 
the appointment of a new public prosecutor? 

(d) If so, when? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
are considering the desirability of appointing a new public prosecutor 
immediately ? 

MINISTER in oharga of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Mueharruff Hoeeain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) 27th April, 1937. 

(ii) No. 

(in) 68 years 11 months. 

{iv) Rule 16D, page 33 of the Legal Remembrancer’s Manual. 

(c) Certain suggestions have Wn received from the District Magistrate 
which are under consideration. 

(d) 19th April, 1943. 

(e) Yes. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer {Hi), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the age-limit up to which 
a Public Prosecutor is allowed to work? 

Thf Hon'bla Nawab MUSHARRUFP H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; I p 

to the 60th year. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In reply to question {Hi) the Hon'ble 
Minister has said that the Public Prosecutor of Rajshahi is (kS years and 
11 months old. Now, will he be pleased to tell us how the Public Prosecutor 
of Rajshahi. has been allowed to work for these nine long years after he 
reached his sixtieth year? 

TN Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: It has 

a long history. This gentleman is .supposed to have tendered his resignation 
on the 27th April, 1937, but on that date immediately after his resignation 
he approached the then Minister in charge and said that he wanted to with- 
draw his resignation and he further said that his age was really not GO years 
at that time but it was just oG years. He also showed me a horoscope. That 
being the position I gave him the benefit of doubt, and he was allowed to 
continue. Then after he actually reached GO years he was reappointed, 
because I thought that he could continue to work efficiently for one year 
more. We have now got the report of the District Magistrate suggesting 
the sei^tttfion of the functions of the Public Prosecutor and the Government 
Pleidir* The Government Pleader has been appointed and the question 
o| the appointment of Public Prosecutor has come up, and it has been 
decided by the Government that a new PubUc Prosecutor must be appointed. 

Mr. 8URBNDRA NATH BltWAt: Sir, is that a speech? 
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(At this stage there were request^j from the Opposition Benches to the 
Hon’ble Minister to go to the microphone.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 see that the Nawab Saheb’s answer has caught the 
imagination of everybody. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: We 

wanted the names of three Muslim candidates from the District Magistrate 
tor the post of Public Prosecutor. The post of (jr«>vernment Pleader was 
given to a Hindu and he was appointed. Then there was some discussion 
amongst us, but we could not actually fix 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege. Yesterday 
the microphone failed and tiulay it is not working. We cannot understand 
what the office is doing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry this is not my department strictly speaking. 
This morning some officer saw me and lie said that the microphone is in 
order. I do not know whether it is in onler still, but let us try and see if 
it is in order. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: When the Nuuab Saheh .speaks we 
must have the microphone; otherwise we cannot hear him. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: The 

District Magistrate sent his report, and we could not immediately ajipoint a 
man from his recommendations. I then left office. My friend Mr. Banerjee 
took it up. He worked for lb months and he did not do his work. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. The Hon’ble Judicial Minister is making me accountable for neglect 
of duty. Sir, does that ari.se out of the <|uestion I'' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 could not hear the question, nor have I had the 
privilege of hearing the answer. That is the whole trouble. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Usually I have very long ears, 
but I could not follow the Nawab Saheh excepting what fell from his lips 
just now, 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Now 

ihe moment 1 assumed charge I have asked the District Magistrate to send 
me his nomination. That has not yet come and as soon as it comes the 
appointment will be made. 

Staff of Pabna Collicitoralo. 

8. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be plea#ied to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing in respect of the Pabna Collectorate-— 

(i) the present number of clerks in — 

(1) Fpper division, 

(2) Lower division, and 

(3) Temporary hands; 
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(ii), the number of them that 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(ni) the number of clerks that were appointed — 

(1) beforei and 

(2) after, 

the enforcement of Communal Ratio Rules, 1940; 

(iv) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (i) ( 1 ) 12 . 

(2) 87. 

(3) 59. 


(ii) Upper Division 
Lower Division 
Temporary 


(Hi) Upper Division 
Lower Division 
Temporary 


(iv) Upper Division 
Lower Division 
Temporary 

Communal disturbance at Dacca. 


Muslim. 

5 

42 

25 


Caste Hindu. 
7 

38 

28 


Scheduled 

Caste. 

Na 

7 

6 


Before the enforcement After the enforcement 
of the Communal Ratio, of the Communal Ratio. 


10 

70 

12 


2 

17 

47 


Muslim. 


Caste Hindu. • Scheduled Caste. 


r ^ 

Before. After. Before. After. Before. After. 


4 

33 

1 


1 

9 

24 


6 

33 

11 


1 

5 

17 


Mauivi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR; Sir, rumours are afloat in the 
country relatinj? to the affairs at Dacca. It is reported that a communal 
disturbance 

Mr. 8PEAKERI You cannot deliver a speech. 

Mraivi ABU HOtSAIN SARKARi I want an information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow you to get any information at this 
stage. We are in the midst of a very imj>ortant business. 

Questions over. Demands lor grants. 
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Point of Ordor. 

(On the question of admissihtiify of ^'Demands for 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I riae on^ 

a point of order? You have now called for demands for fronts. My point 
of order is that each of the demands and the form in which it is being asked 
for are not in accordance with the provisions of the Government of India 
Act and of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. Sir, the 
House will recall that the financial estimate for 194d-44 was presented 
before the Bengal Legislative Assembly in February last in accordance with 
the provisions of the Goveriiinent of India Act commencing from section 78. 
Later on in March certain dates were allotted for the consideration of the 
voting on grants and as a matter of fact the voting continued till the 27th 
of March. 1943. thi the 29th oi March. I!tl3, when the House met to 
continue the voting on the remaining grants, the ILmse will recall, it wai 
reported that the then ( hief Minister hud been made to teinler his rt*signa- 
tion. Then the House was adjourned. The voting on grants was not 
completed. On the 81 st March, 1943, a proclamation was issued by His 
Excellency the Governor under section 93. I am not here, Sir, entering 
into the circumstances under which His Excellency actwl — I am proceeding 
on the assumption that the orders of His Excellency the Governor were in 
accordance with law. A notification was issued on the dlst of March 
containing the proclamation. The proclamation stated, (A) That Hifl 
Excellency the Governor had declared that all his functions under the Act 
shall be exercised by him in his discretion. (B) That he assumed to him- 
self all powers vested by or under the Act in the provincial legislature and 
all powers vested in either chamber of that legislature but not so as to 
affect any power exercisable by His Majesty with respect to bills reserved 
for his consideration or the disallow^ance of acts. He also made certain 
incidental and consequential provisions which appiMired to him to be 
necessary or desirable for giving effect to the objects of the proclamation. I 
do not intend to read all the clauses, but clause 3 is rtdevant. CJauae 3 
stated, “Any expenditure from the revenues of the province, whether 
expenditure charged by the Act on these revenues or not, shall be deemed to 
have been duly authorised if it is included in an annual estimate of 
expenditure or a supplementary estimate of expenditure published in the 
official gasette of the province.” Gn the same day, Sir, another notification 
was issued— notification No. 0470F.B., which was to the following effect: — 

In pursuance of paragraph 3 of the proclamation (which I have just 
now read out) issued on the 31fit March, 1943, by His Excellency 
the Governor under section 93 of the Government of India Act the 
annual estimate of expenditure for the year 1943-44 authorised by 
His Excellency the Governor is published for general infortnaiiuti. 

This was issued by order of His Excellency the Governor and signed by the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Finance Department. Along with 
this there was the annual estimate of expenditure of the province for 1948-44. 
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Thfe point here which I desire toN^tress is that this annual estimate 
included all the grants including the grants which the Legislature had 
during the previous 8 or 10 days voted upon. 

His Excellency the Governor under this power passed the entire annual 
estimate of expenditure for 1943-44. I shall revert to this point a little 
later. 

Let me proceed with the narration of events. This was on the 31st 
March. On the Ist April, 1943, the province started under section 93. On 
the 24th of April, 1943, a notification was issued, No. 508, dated the 24th 
April, 1943. Another proclamation was issued by His Excellency the 
Governor which was issued for public information and by which he revoked 
the proclamation i8.sued under section 93 on the Slst March, 1943. On the 
same day there was a further notification appointing a Council of Ministers. 
On the same day there was a third notification which prorogued the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and which was notification No. G07A.R., issued after 
the formation of the Council of Ministers and was signed by His Excellency 
the Governor who directed that the Bengal Legislative Assembly do staud 
prorogued from the afternoon of the 24th April, 194^,. ^ 

Then comes the pre.sent session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
The.present session has been convened and a memorandum has been circulated 
signed by the Secretary to the Finance Department explaining how the 
Government is advised that it should proceed with regard to the Budget for 
1943-44. The first paragraph of that memorandum states “Government are 
advised that on the revocation of the proclamation under section 93 of the 
Government of India Act, the grants authorised by the Governor cease to 
have force and the revived operation of sections 78, 79 and 80 requires that 
all expenditure incurred after the revocation of the proclamation shall be 
covered by a schedule duly authenticated under section 80”. Here, Sir, if 
I may remind the House about the provisions in the Government of India 
Act, there are really three parts in respect of the passing of the budget by 

the Provincial Legislative Assembly. In the first place, under section 78 

there mu.st be an annual financial estimate which is calle<l “the annual 
financial estimate*’. Now this the Governor places before the Legislative 
Assembly. Here the Governor acts not in his discretion, not in his individual 
judgment, but he acts on the advice of his Ministers, and this is so because 
the provisions of sections 50 and 51 of the Government of India Act which 
clearly lay down that only in respect of those matters where it is stated 
specifically in the Act that the Governor acts in his discretion or in his 
individual judgment that the Governor shall do so. In other words, in 

respect of other matters where only the name of the Governor appears as 

such, the Governor acts constitutionally on the advice of the Council of 
Ministers. Here the Governor acting through his Ministers places the 
financial statement annually before the Assembly. This is stage No. 1. 

Then the financial estimate i.s divided into two portions. So far as the 
first portion is concerned, one jM>rtion is charged and the other portion is 
liable to be voted upon by the Ijegislature. The portion that is charged is 
enumerated under section 78(3 L There the list is exhaustive except that in 
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the last clauee {g) it ia stated that Why other expenditure declared by thia 
Act or any Act of the Provincial legislature to be so charged will aiio be 
charged expenditure. Other items are specifically mentioned under Motion 
78(3). Then the vote of the grants takes place. 

There can be a discussion of the charged items and with regard to the 
voting of the grants I would draw your attention to the powers which are 
vested in the Legislature when the demands are placed for voting. The 
powers are three-fold. First, the Assembly can assent to the entire demand. 
Secondly, the Assembly can reject the entire demand; and thirdly, the 
Assembly can reduce tbe amount actually specified in such a manner as the 
Assembly may deem fit. The Assembly ha.s not the power to increase the 
grants. These are the three specific powers which the Assembly enjoys. 
That is stage No. 2. 

Then coi^es the last stage when after the Assembly has done its work the 
Governor has to authenticate the schedule of total expenditure. Section 
80(3) states that subject to the provisions of the next succeeding section no 
expenditure Irom Hie revenues ot the province shall be deemwl to b<* duly 
authorised unles.s it is specified in the schedule so authenticated. There must 
be an authenticated schedule in order to recognise the expenditure as 
authoriseil expenditure of the province. Section 81 relates to supplementary 
statements of expenditure. It is not the Government case nor anybody’s 
case that the budget which we are being asked to consider today comes 
within the purview of section 81. So I do not wish to discuss the terms of 
section 81. 

Now, Sir, from one point of view I welcome the decision of the Governor 
that he has placed the Budget before the Legislature again. It may have 
i)een argued or it may be argued even now that the Governor has passed tbe 
entire expenditure for the entire year and it is not necessary that the 
expenditure of the financial year 11)43-44 should at all come back to the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly. Now that is according to my submission 
against the provisions of the Government of India Act, and that is against 
the basic canons of constitutional government. Alremly the Secretary of 
State has ruled, and that will appear from the proceedings of tbe Orissa 
Assembly and the Assam Legislative Assembly, that as soon as section 1)3 
ceases to operate, the financial estimate of the year has to come back to the 
Assembly of the province concerne<l. That is also the stand taken up by 
the present Governor and I have no quarrel with him. But ray point of 
order is, Sir, that what the Provincial Government has done in the present 
instance is not enough. The rights of the Legislature are wider than ^at 
the Governor acting through his Council of Ministers is prepared to concede 
in the present instance. My submission is that the Act contemplates one 
and only one Financial E.'^timate in the .vear and that the part voting of 
grants that took place in March completely lapsed as soon as the constitu- 
tion was suspended and section 93 was brought into operation. That the 
voting on grants was regarded as nugatoiy* is patent from tbe fact that the 
9 
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GoTernor himself on the 31 st March, *1943, passed by a special notification 
the budget fox the entire year in respect of all the grants including the 
grants which the Assembly had voted for during the previous fortnight. In 
other words, when Ist April, 1943, opened in this province it opened with a 
Governor’s budget. The Legislature was then suspended. Whatever- the 
Legislature had done in respect of the Budget had all merged in the budget 
of the Governor. It was the Governor’s budget with which the province start- 
ed and whatever expenditure was incurred during the period from Ist April 
to 24th April was lawful expenditure incurred in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Governor’s budget. There was no question of reviving now 
a portion of the budget which was not passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly in the latter portion of March. In fact, Sir, the mere voting of 
some grants does not make an expenditure lawful expenditure. As I just 
now submitted, that is only a part of the 3 essential parts which have to be 
fulfilled before expenditure can be deemed to be lawful, and all that the 
Assembly did was that it considered the financial estimate, it otnsidered the 
budget grants under some heads and then suddenly the Assembly was 
stopped. Suddenly the constitution was suspended and the Governor took 
upon himself the entire power of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and 
exercising his incidental powers he passed the Governor’s budget for the 
entire year. Now what happened on the 24th April, 1943? I am not here 
raising those other controversial issues as to the propriety of the Governor 
in acting in a manner in which he has acted because I do not want to cloud 
the issues, but at a later stage if necessary I shall have to refer to this very 
important constitutional aspect of the present position as well. But let us 
take it that on the 24th April the Governor rightly felt that the constituion 
should again be brought into being. He brings the constitution into being. 
As soon as he docs so, his powers of granting financial expenditure come to 
an end. The Legislature is revived and it takes full control of the rest of 
the financial year. Now here a point arises: “Should the budget be 
presented as from the 24th April to 31st of March, 1944, or again as from 
the Ist April, 1943, to 3Lst March, 1944“ P In other words has the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly the jurisdiction to question the expenditure which has 
already been lawfully incurred under the Governor’s budget passed on 31flt 
March, 1943 P Now, Sir, fortunately for the province we are not now 
under the autocratic rule of section 93. Whatever powers there are in the 
Government of India Act, those powers are in operation today. They may 
be precious little. But whatever powers there are, they are in actual 
operation today and we are sitting here as the legislative Assembly dealing 
with the financial estimate for 1943-44. My submishion is that we cannot 
go beyond the provisions of the Act and rules framed by the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly. I am asking you, Sir, and I am asking through you the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, to explain under what authority the Governor can 
claim immunity with reganl to the expenditure incurred between the Ist 
April and 24th April, 1943. I cannot give you a precedent but I can give 
you an analogy. When the Government of India Act, 1935, was passed, it 
was not known when Provincial Autonomy would be brought into existence. 
There was a special Order in Council passed by His Majesty which is called 
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ih% Oo^ernm^nt of India Act Transitpry Prorigion Order, 1936. Under that 
Order it wag gpecifically laid down that the Governor of a province oonU 
paaa lawful expenditure for the province concerned before Provincial Auto* 
nomy was brought into existence, but he could not go beyond the period of 
6 months. That is, Sir, clause 5 of this particular Order. Even that order 
lays down that as soon as the Provincial Assembly is constituted and takes 
over the affairs of the province, the financial estimates of that particular 
year will be placed before the Assembly and such financial estimates should 
include the expenditure which has been authorised by the Governor under 
this particular clause of the special order. I shall place, Sir, this clause 
before you in a minute. “The Governor of each Province may in hie 
discretion from time to time authorise such expenditure from the revenues 
of the province as he deems necessary to enable the business of the Provincial 
Government to be carried on between the commencement of Part III of the 
new Act (that is the Provincial Autonomy portion), and the date on which 
the schedule of authorised expenditure is authenticated in accordance with 
the provision of section 80 of the new Act, or until the expiration of six 
months from the commencement of Part III of the new Act whichever first 
occurs, provided that except with the consent of the Governor-tfeueral in 
his discretion the expenditure so authorised shall nid exceed one-half of 
the total expenditure from the revenues of the province in the previous 
financial year as shown in the revised estimate of that year." If 1 may 
pause here for a second, I respectfully draw your attention to this provision 
and say that Parliament was not prepare<l to give unrestricted {mwers, 
autocratic powers, to any Governor to provide for expenditure in any manner 
that he choo.ses, and here it laid down that the expenditure without the 
consent of the Governor-General must not exceed half of the total expen- 
diture from the revenues of the province in a normal year. This second 
clause says that expenditure authorised under the preceding sub-paragraph 
shall be included under proper heads in the first estimate of exj>endifure 
laid before the Provincial I^fCgisIature under section 78 of the new Act and 
the provisions of that section and of sections 79 and 8(1 of that Act shall 
apply in relation thereto, provided that any expenditure so authorised shall, 
so far as regards money paid and liabilities incurred before the date on whioh 
a schedule of authorised expenditure is authenticated in accordance with the 
provisions of section 80, be deemed for all purposes of the new Act to have 
been duly authorised, notwithstauding that it may not be included in the 
schedule so auhenticated. Now, Sir, what is the significance of this clause H 
It means that even where the Governor may have extraordinary powers to 
pass the budget without taking recourse to sections 79 and 80, he may do 
so for not more than € months and whatever he spends will have to come 
back to the Legislatufe, but the Legislature will be precluded from voting 
on these grants, or even if the Legislature votes and rejects these will be 
regarded as expenditure as if they were included within (he authenticated 
schedule. But there was no attempt even in those cases to prevent the 
Legislature from criticising the expenditure or discussing any of the items 
which might have been included in the Governor's special budget for 6 
months. As I said, Sir, it is not a precedent, but it certainly indicates that 
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ihitf prerogative, this special privilege which has been given to the Provin- 
cial Assembly under the Government of India Act to sanction supplies to a 
province is one which cannot be lightly tampered with even by the Governor 
of a province. 

Now let me come back to the position as it stands now. What is the 
position today? The Government proposes that the grants which were 
voted upon by the Legislature in March will be allowed to remain intact. 
Just consider the absurdity of that position. Already under the Governor’s 
budget a portion of that expenditure has been disposed of. What will be 
the authenticated schedule which the Governor will pass if the present 
programme is to be accepted by us? That will be a schedule which will 
include the entire grants which had been passed by the Legislature in March, 
although a portion of it lias already been disposed of by the Governor acting 
under section 93 in accordam^e with- the Governor’s budget and added 
to that will be the period between the 24th April, 1943, and 31st March, 
1944, in respect of those grants which the Assembly did not vote upon in 
JIarch last. There is no provision for this sort of procedure in the Govern- 
ment of India Act or in the rules framed under the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. My submission therefore w'oiild be that the entire budget for 
1943-44 has to come back to the Bengal Legislative Assembly as soon as 
section 93 is revoked. Now the question, Sir, you may ask is about the 
actual period during which the Governor administered under section 93. 
It is not for the Opposition to suggest how' a partic'ular situation would be 
met but there may be ways of <loing it also. I am not proceeding to 
suggest that, except that I wish to say that you cannot regard it as 
charged expenditure. There is only one class of expenditure under the 
Government of India A<'t in respect of which we are precluded from voting 
and that is charged expenditure, and charged expenditure is clearly and 
categoricalTy enumerated in .section 78(3) of the Goverpment of India Act. 
It may be that the Government, if so advised under setcion 82, may bring 
in 8 Finance Bill which may declare the portion of the expenditure incurred 
under the Governor’s budget as charged expenditure. I am not suggesting 
what Government should or should not do, but I am pointing out that the 
objwt of the point of order is that the manner in which the budget is 
proposed to be placed constitutes a serious curtailment of the rights and 
privileges of the House and is utterly inconsistent with the provisions of 
the Government of India Act and of the Legislative Assembly Rules. 

Now, Sir, let us take the last portitm. What is it that the Government 
proposes to do? Government proposes to ask for a grant which is not 
specitied. That also, I submit, is utterly inconsistent with the provisions 
of the law. If you will look to the Government of India Act which I wrill 
just now read out, you will find that it is clearly stated that when the House 
will exercise its right of reducing a demand, it will do so in respect of any 
specified sum for which the grant is being asked for. We are being asked 
to vote for Y which is equal to Z-X. Z we know; X we do not know and 
T also we do not know, but we have been asked to vote for Y which we 
hate the power to reduce as well. This is inconsistent with the Act and is 
clearly inconsistent with the rules of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. If 



POINT OF ORDER. 


m 


im:] 


yon look at section 79(2), you will find that “so much of the said estimatos 
as relates to other expenditure — that amounts to voted expenditure — shall 
be submitted in the form of demands for grants to the Legislative 
Assembly and the Legislative Assembly shall have the power to absent 
or refuse to assent to any demand or to assent to a demand subject to 
a reduction of the amounts spwified therein”. Therefore, there must be 
a specified sum stated for which the demand is being asked for. We can* 
not vote for the entire demand because the position taken up by Govern* 
ment is that the expenditure incurred between 1st April and 24th April i$ 
outside the purxiew of the Legislature. This rule is made more clear by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, rule lOtJ, namely, that “each 
demand shall contain, fir.st, a statement of the total grant proposed,” which 
i§ absent with regard to the demand which tlie Government today proposes 
to place before the Legislature, “and then a statement of the detailed 
estimates under each grant, divided into items” which also obviously cannot 
be supplied. Sir, therefore for all these three reasons which 1 have sub** 
mitted before you the budget demand which is i>roposcd to be placed 
before the House this afternoon cannot be proceeded with. 

It may be argued, Sir, if I may so anticipate, that it was done in Orisiia 
and Assam. My submission would be that ttri.-^sa and Assam d«) not apply 
to the peculiar circumstances with which we are concerned in Bengal. . lu 
fact, what was done in Ctrissa and Assam indirectly strengthens our case and 
that was that the entire budget after revocutitm of secti(»n !t«l had to be placed 
before the Provincial Assembly. In one case the point of order was not 
raised and in another cose the point of order was raised and the Speaker 
ruled otherwise. There the Speaker held that it was not necessary to bring 
before the Legislature the expenditure which has been incurred in the 
Governor's budget under section ttd, but he was not prepared to give a 
ruling. In fact, there wuh no occasion for the budget to be split into parU 
and some portion of it dealt with in a previous session of the Legislature 
which bad been sub.seciuently suspended, merging all expenditure in a 
Governor's budget. I know that the matter is m>t without difficulty, but 
1 do make my submission with regard to the legal and constitutional posi- 
tion as we see it. As I started by saving I shall not utilise this occasion 
for criticising the manner in which section has bevn brought into opera- 
tion, but there is one aspect of the matter which the Hcuise cannot ignore^ 
In the communique that was i.*sued by the G.overnor necessitating the 
operation of section Od, he said that thi.s was necessary to grant supplies to 
the province. And now on his own .showing on the 24th of April, it is 
found that after the Ministry of his own choice has been placed in power, he 
realised that the con.stitutional and legal position required that the budget 
will have to be brought back to the Legislature again. Who are his adivseraf 
Are they paid by the Bengal Government or paid from their own pockets or 
from the pockets of the Governor of the province!' ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, may I interrupt you for a minutef 
You are discussing a constitutional question of great importance. 1 would 
request you while discussing this question to discuss the whole affair 
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diapaAMonately from the point of riew of the constitution and the law and 
I would request you not to bring in a matter of passion, and I think that 
will be better. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdfeE: Sir, I shall be as dispassionate 
as possible. I am not bringing in an unconstitutional- question. You have 
said a number of times and we know also that the Speaker is the custodian 
of the rights and privileges of the members of the House. The point, in 
my opinion, is one which affects the privilege of the House, and if you rule, 
we shall not discuss the point. I shall bow down to your decision. The 
reason why I brought this last point is this : the Legislature has the preroga- 
tive to pass the financial estimate for the entire year. Now the I^tegislature 
was suspended by the Governor acting in his own discretion under section 
93 before the budget could be completed. My point is that when on the 
24th of April the Legislature was revived again, why, Sir, should this order 
or proclamation proroguing the Legislature have been made? Why was 
not the Legislature called on the 25th or'2Gth April? Now that the Consti- 
tution was again functioning, let the Legislature meet and consider the 
matter de notw. I am not going to impute any motive as to whether it was 
necessary to give sufficient time and opportunity to the new favoured 
Ministry to gain more votes. But I am simply speaking with reference 
to the rules of the Hou.se. Section 1)3 was brought into creation for the 
purpose of giving supplies to the province and on the 24th April when the 
constitution was brought hack into creation, immediately the Legislature 
was prorogued and after three months we are meeting here today not to say 
anything in respect of the period from the 1st April to the 24th April and 
to make legal, illegal and unauthorised expenditure between 24th April 
and July, 11)43. This, I submit, Sir, is certainly a serious and unparalleled 
encroachment on the liberty and privilege of the House as a Legislature. 
Of course, it has nothing to do with the other constitutional and legal points 
which I have raised as regards the presentation and passing of the budget 
demands in respect of the year 1943-44. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to be clear in my mind, Dr. Mookerjee. Let 
US understand clearly what exactly your point of order is. I understand 
the negative part of it. It means that the demand as brought before this 
House is not in order. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: That I have said 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a negative aspect and do I understand that 
your positive aspect of thi.s thing is that the entire budget should be brought 
before the House or the entire budget for the year minus the expenditure 
kiourred between the 1st April and the 24th April should be brought before 
Ike House? WTiat is your exact constructive suggestion? 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I am glad that you have put it 
in that direct form. My submission to you, in the first place, is that the 
entire budget strictly in accordance with the provisions of law has to be 
brought before the Bengal Legislative Assembly including the portiott 
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betweea the 1st April and the 24th April, 1943, and the rensone which I 
have given I do not wish to re-enumerate. On the other hand, you may 
hold that the expenditure actually incurred during the period when the 
Governor’s budget was in operation is authorised expenditure and need not 
come back to the Legislative Assembly at all which, as I pointed out, ia not 
even in accordance with the spirit of the special powers which were speci- 
fically given to the Governor before the Provincial Autonomy portion came 
into being. In any case the entire budget has to come in a revised form 
from the 24th April, 1943, to 31st March, 1JG4. There is no escape from 
that position. But my submission wouhl be that even the portion which 
was included in the Governor’s budget has to come back unless some steps 
are taken by Government to make it charged expenditure and debar it from 
the vote of the Legislature. Then also it must come and it will then come 
for mere discussion, but it cannot effect the expenditure which has already 
been incurred. But there must be some lawful sanction for the expenditure 
which is now going to be incurred in the province. 

Mr« SPEAKER: May I then take it that your viewpoint is that all that 
happened in March have lapsed altogether and the budget has got to be 
presented afresh and all the birmalities gone into afresh and then voting 
should also be gone into? If I dei iile that it should be with regard to that 
part only which is not covered b> the period from the 1st April to the 24th 
April, then with regard to that portion and if I deciile that the entire thing 
should come, then with regard to the entire budget. Do I take it in that 
way ? 

Oft SYAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: So far a.s the demands which 
were voted upon b> the Assembh in March session are crmcerned, my 
humble subniis.sion that they are dead ami gone and the province started 
with the Governor’h bu<lget as [»assed umler the procluiiiution. Now, mo far 
as your second que.stion is concerned, namely, the procedure to be adopted, 
that, Sir, is a point of detail. But if \ou look to the Assam and Orissa 
precendents, you will find that there also the entire revined estimate was 
placed before the Legislature The Finance Minister got up and made a 
statement. He exjdained the circumstances under which in the midst of 
the j*ear the financial statement had to lie brought before the Assembly and 
there was voting of grants in accordance with the A.ssembly Rules. Here 
as to whether there should be entire voting or there should be curtailment 
of days, these are questions of detail which after the main point has been 
decided by you, you may discuH.s with the Leader of the House and the leaders 
of different parties and it may he possible to come to some sort of agreement. 
But the fundamental point is that the budget, as presented now in part, is 
entirely out of order and cannot be proceeded with. There can be only one 
financial estimate under section 78. This is conceded to by Government. 
The portion of the Budget we are asked to vote upon is different from the 
estimate placed before the House in February, inasmuch as the period has 
been reduced from one year to eleven months and one week. This cannot 
be done without bringing forward a revised Financial Estimate, abrogating 
the one int^nced in February. 
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Mr. fUREHDRA HATH‘BISWAtl On a point of order, Sir. My 
point is that so far as the demand that is coming before us is concerned, it 
must be specific because members of this House have every power to move 
a motion for reduction of the demand. Unless the amount of demand is 
specified, no such motion can be in order. So, Sir, apart from other ques- 
tions, fiv)m this point of view also we can rightfully demand that the demand 
which will be put forward before us must be a specific amount. Therefore, 
Government must specify the amount of expenditure that has been made 
from the Ist April to the 24th April and we may reduce the demand that may 
be put forward before us. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

( A fter ad jo u rn men t . ) 

Th« HMl'bIt Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 first of all 

know, Sir, if I shall have the right to speak again? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As many times as you like, Wause tins is not 
strictly a formal debate. This is a matter involving great constitutional 
questions. That is why I want to have your assistance. So I am not 
going to disallow anybody to speak. If I can get a little bit of assistance, 
it will always be very much weborae. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr Speaker, 1 shall 
try briefly to present our point of view in this matter. It is admitted on 
all hands that this is an unprecedented situation. It is also admitted that 
the privileges of this House have to be respected. There is one point of 
view’ — and a point of view* wdiich has some force behind it — that after the 
authentication by His Excellency the Governor the budget is complete. 
There is another point of view, and that is our point of view, that for the 
sake of propriety at any rate we should approach the Assembly for its 
assent with regard to demands on which the Assembly has not yet expressed 
its aasent. It is a right of thi.s House to vote supplier; it is its inherent 
right. AVe take up this attitude, that for a period of 24 days there waa 
no constitutional government in the usual sense, that is to say, there was 
no parliamentary government. Therefore the exjienditure incurred during 
that period wa« incurred on the authority of His Excellency the Governor. 
For the rest of the financial year, we have to come before this House for 
supplies and I take it that having the assent of the House with regard to 
18 demands we ought to get your assent with regard to the remaining 
demands. There is no question of lapse here. AVe begin where we left; 
that is our position. That is to say, it is like Rip ATan AA'inkle having 
gone to sleep and waking up after 24 days and taking up the threads of 
life from the time when he went to sleep. AA"e have got to pick up the 
thread; that is the correct point of view. Vi'e might bring in legal argu- 
ments and quibbles, but really the votes of this House on the demands 
last session have not lapsed. AA> are beginning again; we are continuing 
our work— the work that had been cut short in certain extraordinary circum- 
stances. Therefore I submit to you, Sir, that we are perfectly in order in 
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asking for the Tote of the House on the remaining grants. (Dr. J. M. Da» 
Gupta: Verj^ late!) We have had to take some time to summon the Legis- 
lative Assembly, but you eannot say that we have not ^en a wy early 
opportunity in getting the Legislature summoned. My point of view, 
therefore, is quite simple, namely, that we should begin from where we 
had left. 

As regards the supposed analogy of Orissa and Assam, ,it must be 
remembered that there was no budget in those provinoes when section 93 
was revoked. Therefore, a whole budget had to be jiresented before the 
Legislature, and the situation therefore was quite different. Here the whole 
budget was presented for the year 1943-44. That budget was partly dis- 
cussed. but the discussion was not completed. Now we want you to com- 
plete the discussion. Therefore I feel that we are justified in taking up 
the stand we have taken and in asking you. Sir, to allow the Ministers to 
move the demands which have not so far been moved. 

Mn DHIRENORA MATH DATTA: May I put one question to tbo 
Hon’ble Minister through you. Sir^ The aiuount is not specified. May I 
know what is the amount? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The amount has not 
been specified for the simple reason that we cannot yet know what amount 
actually and exactly was spent. (Mr. Jooksh Cii.^ndra Gupta: That is 
our difficulty.) (Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkih: That is our complaint.) 
As a matter of fact, you will find from the Government of India Act that 
what the Assembly votes is the maximum amount, i.e., a sum not exceed- 
ing that amount, that may be spent 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: AVe are not in the liritLsIi Parliament. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Not in the (ioveriiment of India Act. 
Find out some other Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The point really i» 
that what we are asking for is the amount whi<*h we cannot exi’eed. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bt8WA8. Nobody (luarrels with that pr>si- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: If we are to exceed 
the amounts voted, we will have to come to the House for supplementary 
demands, but every year we have surpluses left over. Therefore, the amount 
of the demand specified is the maximum amount that the I/egislaiure allowa 
the Government to spend under a particular head. That maximum amount 
is arrived at after certain calculations but there always remain an unspent 
balance so that in ease we have to exceed that amount, we have to oomo 
again to the Legislature. If you are anxioua to Anew the proboblt amount 
of expenditure for the period from 1st April to 24th April,, it woulc^ bo 
aometbing like l/15th of the whole year’s demand, i.e., 7 per cent. Thai 
gives an approximate idea. As long as we do not exceed the total amount 
I think it would be quite all right; that is to say, we should not be allowed 
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to spend anything beyond • the amounts we are asking for taking into 
account what has been spent by His Excellency. 

Mr. SANTOiH KUMAR BAiUs I fully sympathise with the diffi- 
culties of the Hon'ble Finance Minister. His difficulties are many and 
immense and he has narrated these difficulties before the House. He cannot 
find out how much has been spent during that fateful period from 1st April 
to 24th April. He cannot find out the section which authorises him to 
bring forward a demand not exceeding a certain amount. He cannot find 
out the relevant section of the Government of India Act which legalises 
the demand which he has made and he says in the circumstances that is 
the best they can do and therefore asks the Legislature almost as a matter 
of grace to allow them to tide over this difficulty. Now, Sir, I was really 
waiting for some light to be thrown by the Hon’ble Finance Minister upon 
the legal position and he has frankly stated that he has failed to point out 
the section which would allow them or authorise them to bring forward 
the demand in the form that they have brought without specifying the 
amount at all but only stating that we shall not exceed so much amount 
under this particular head. I do not desire to take up the time of the 
House by discussing the matter at any great length particularly in view 
of the inability pleaded by the Hon’ble Finance Minister to point out the 
relevant section which justifies the claims that they are making. 

TN Hofl*lllt Mr. TULtI CHANDRA C08WAMI: There cannot be 
emy relevant section but a position like this was never contemplated. 

Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BASU: Therefore, if 1 may humbly ad^dse the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister that it would be better to ask the Government 
of India to get His Majesty’s Government to amend the Government of 
India Act for the purpose of tiding over the difficult situation that has been 
created. My honourable frien<l says that there are no relevant sections 
available because the relevant situation never arose before, but that would 
cot satisfy the Legislature and the requirements of the law. In these 
circumstances, I would ask him to withdraw the demand in the form in 
which it has been presented, to think over the matter and try to bring it 
within the four corners of the law, this vade-mecum, the Government of 
India Act, which guides him and everybody else, and thus satisfy the law 
us it stands today. 

Mr. iPEAKBR: Mr. Basu, I think we are often beside the point. We 
are not here discussing the conduct of Ministers or of the Government. I 
4iuite understand that while discussing a point of order sometimes it becomes 
necessary to discuss the conduct of persons who have proceeded in a parti- 
eiular way but the main point here for our consideration is a great consti* 
^tional point. If the Hon’ble Finance Minister cannot render much 
atsistanoe, that is no reason why we should shirk our responsibility. 

Mr. iANTOBN KUMAR BASUl Not at all. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER I If the law does not make any specific provision, so 
long as the law is not amended we cannot suspend our work. Administn- 
turn must go on. Therefore we have got to proceed in a certain manner. 
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Mr. SHAMtUOOIN AHMIO: Section 93 ie them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have to admit that section 93 is not applicable in 

»8e like this. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It wa8 not applicable on the 3 let of March 
either. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want your assistance to solve this difficult problem 
and the points as I have been able to understand are these. First of all, 
in the circumstances that have arisen, what is budget that should 
really come before the House? Is it to be the entire thing afresh, that is, 
is it to be that part which has been voted upon including that portion 
which has already been expended under the authorisation of the Governor, 
or is it to be minus that sum ; in other words, is it to be the entire thing 
including the 24 da 3 *s or is it to be the entire thing excluding the 24 days, 
or is it to be onlj' that part which was not voted upon including the 24 days 
or excluding the 24 days? These are the possible alternatives with regard 
to the guanturn, if I may use that expression, of the budget that has been 

presented before the House. That is the substantive part. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is one other point whether the 

Government does not find itself in such a morass that there is no way out 

of the difficulty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: These are my difficulties. For my guidance I am 
asking your advice. This is the substantive part. Then comes the 
question of procedure. What is the procedure to be followed with regard 
to whatever part we think should come before the House and in what 
manner. These are questions which require consideration in a case like 
this. 

Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DUTTA: We all know that the amount 
must be definite and specifii'. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In other words it appears to me that the question to 
be solved requires a decision on these three points, namely, what is the 
effect on the budget presented by the last Ministry of the prorogation, of 
the proclamation and the subsequent steps taken by the Governor conse- 
quent on the proclamati(>n and revocation (d the proclamation and on the 
change of Government. These are the points that appear to me to require 
consideration and decision. Now I shall be glad if an^' of j’ou can give 
me any assistance in these matters. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if .vou will kindly refer to section 7H(J) 
of the Government of India Act, you will find that the Governor shall in 
respect of every financial year cause to be laid before the Chamber or 
Chambers of the Legislature a statement of the estimated receipts and 
expenditure .of the province for that year, in this part of this Act referred 
to as the ''annual financial statement''. Sir, that was done in February 
last: the financial statement was caused to be laid by the Governor before 
the Assembly in February last. Then, Sir, if you refer to rule 14 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly (Governor's) Buies, you will find therein 
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that “on a day or days to be appointed by the OoTertor exeTcisin^ his 
individual judgment subsequent to the day on which the budget Is j^ressiited 
and for such time as the Governor exercising his individual judgment may 
allot for this purpose, the Assembly shall be at liberty to discuss thtc budget 
as a whole or any question of principle involved therein, but no motion 
shall be moved nor shall the budget be submitted to the vote of the 
Assembly at this stage.” That stage was also gone through. Therefore 
section 78 is the substantive section and rule 14 of the Governor’s Rules 
lays down the procedure for the general discussion of the budget. So far 
as that stage is concerned that was completely gone through. Therefore, 
the entire budget in the sense that it is a financial statement need not be 
placed before the Assembly because that has already been done. All the 
provisions of section 78 of the Government of India Act and rule 14 
of the Governor’s Rules have been complied with. The next stage then 
comes and that is with regard to .section 79 of the Government of India 
Act. There they have divided between the (‘barged and other expenditure 
first and then say, “So much of the said estimates as relates to other 
expenditure shall be submitted, in the form of demands for grants, to the 
Legislative Assembly, and the Legislative Assembly shall have power to 
assent, or to refuse to assent, to any demand or to assent to a demand sub- 
ject to a reduction of the amount specified therein”. There we find that 
the amount to be specified is the amount to be reduced. It has not been 
said that the demand for grant should specify any amount. It is simply 
misleading and the Opposition is trying to mislead the Assembly by what 
they have so far said. 

Then, Sir, the Rules of Business of the Assembly lay down the 
procedure. I am referring to rule 107 which says, “No motion for appro- 
priation can be made, except on the recommendation of the Governor” and 
“Motions may be moved at this stage to reduce any grant but not to 
increase or alter the destination (*f a grant.” If you. Sir, kindly compare 
section 79(2) of the Government of India A(‘t with section 107 of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules, you will find that the appropriate sections and 
rules have been fully complied with. According U\ the motions which are 
known by the name of cut motions, they were moved in the Assembly with 
reference to 18 of the demands which have been as.sented to by this House. 
No question whether section 93 was there t>r not or the House was prorogued 
or not. the subjects under those 18 heads were assented to by thi.s Assembly, 
and the question of lapsing does not aris<*. With regard to the 16 other 
items for which motions were pending before the House, not because of 
section 98, but bec'ause of the prorogation of the House, those motions 
lapsed under the rules of business of this Assembly. 

Now, Sir, individual Ministers have again given notice of motiona 
concerning the 16 demands which were not voted upon by the Assembly 
in the last session, and here we should proceed under section 107(7) of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules. These motions have been given notice of by 
the Ministers concerned; the motions a^*4>efore the Assembly; under the 
rules honourable members of this House are entitled to table cut motions 
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and that they have done and they are now to be considered by the House. 
Sir, I do not find that there is any other procedure that is laid down either 
in the Government of India Act or in our Procedure Rules. Sir, the 
Government have been proceeding absolutely in accordance with the provi- 
sions contained in the Government of India Act and the Procedure Rules 
of this Assembly. Perhaps members of the Opposition are thinking of the 
procedure followed in the House of Commons. There, there is a Finance 
Act, but we have no such procedure with regard to the budget of this 
province. The budget i'^ considered piecemeal by the Assembly and there 
is no such procedure here that the Finance Act has to be passed. In 
England the question of the entire budget as a piece of legislation comes 
in, but here no such question does arise. The only question is that the 
financial statement has to he laid before the House and that was done in 
accordance with the provisions of law. Now only the remaining portion 
of the budget has got to be taken up. Therefore. Sir, 1 re<|uest j^ou to 
hold that the procedure that ha.s Wn ailopted by Government is perfectly 
in order. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN: Mr. Speaker,. Sir, it appears to me that 
there are some misapprehensions when you ask the House to suggest as to 
how this defect can be remedied. Why I say this, Sir, is this. It is for 
the sponsors of the resolution to find out as to whether a particular resolu- 
tion which they are jdaciiig before -the House is in order or nf>t. So far 
as you the Speaker are concerned, your duty is to decide as to whether the 
motion which is Indore tlie House is in order or not. The moment you 
come to the decision that tliis motion is not in order, it is for the Govern- 
ment to find out proper ways and remedies and they may consult their 
legal advisers or they may consult His Exiellencv the Governor or 
Mr. Amery or any hod \ the\ like. So far as this House is concerned and 
80 far as your duty is concerned, you are simply to decide as to whether 
this motion is in order or not and not bother your head al>oJit the <onstruc- 
tive proposal as to what should be done by the (rovernment. If the Govern- 
ment feel that there is no way out of it, then it will he for the Government 
to move Parliament to amend the law as suggested by iny learned friend 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. If there he any way to justify any proposals 
which will regularise the whole thing, let them come forward with their 
proposals and be prepared to support them in the Hous**. A very sad 
spectacle has been shown by the Hon’ble Finam^e Minister in defending 
his own proposal. He has simply stated something was done before section 
93 came into operation, something was left out, we are now weaving the 
thread; but that is no answer to the legal proposition which is before the 
House. There is the Government of India Act; there are the^rules which 
have got to he interpreted, and I respectfully submit, Sir, that the learnetl 
Speaker should only decide as to whether this motion is in order, and if 
be finds it irf not in order then he must throw it out and it is for the 
Government to find out a remedy to remedy the situation. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: May I say a few words, Sir, to simplify the 
matter F The greater portion of the budget was passed by the previous 
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Awembly and the leaser portion had to be paesed. Then -the Goremor takes 
oTer and passes the entire budget. Now what happens? We hare been 
given a new Cabinet and only a portion to pass; how mnst we pass the 
Jot? Well, if we are given a portion we cannot pass the lot, and as we 
have to pass the lot we cannot be given a portion. Therefore it is not in 
order. (Applause from the Opposition benches.) 

Rai HARCNDRA NATH OHAUDHURIS Mr, Speaker, Sir, there is no 
doubt that the question before the House bristles with difficulties, but, Sir, 
the basic consideration that ought to guide us in finding a correct answer 
to the question is, I think, whether the budget is a unitary document or 
not. It is true that there is no provision for a Finance or an Appropria- 
tion Act in the Constitution Act but at the same time it is true that the 
budget as envisaged in the Government of India Act of 1935 is a unitary 
document. In support of my proposition, Sir, I would invite your atten- 
tion to section 78(1). You will notice that sub-section (1) of section 78 
runs thus : 

“The Governor shall in sespect of every financial year cause to be laid 
before the Chamber or Chambers of the Legislature a statement 
of the estimated rec‘eipt8 and expenditure of the province for that 
year, in this part of the Act referred to as ‘the Annual Financial 
Statement’.” 

There can be no doubt, Sir, that the statement envisaged in section 78(1) 
is one statement, one document. 

Then, Sir, you will notice that in section 80 it is said that (1) the 
Governor shall authenticate by his signature “a schedule” specifying such 
and such things, and then sub-section (2) of section 80 refers to “the 
schedule so authenticated.” So also sub-section 3 of section 80 refers to 
“the schedule” so authenticated. 8o, you will see that the budget even 
in this Legislature has to be one financial statement comprising certain 
estimates under certain head.s of revenue and estimates under certain heads 
of expenditure. Then Sir, you will notice that the budget has got to be 
approved or rather authenticated in one schedule which will authenticate 
all the several sums required for charged expenditure as a ell as the grants 
that have been voted by the liCgislature. That is, Sir, undeniable. Not only 
that. If you turn to the memorandum that has been circulated, the very 
first paragraph of the memorandum says that “the Government are advised 
that on the revocation of proclamation under section 93 of the Ooveimnant 
of India Act the grants authorised by the Governor cease to have foroi> and 
the revivedfopenition of sections 78, 79 and 80 requires that all expisnditure 
incurre<l after the revocation of the proclamation shall be coveted by a 
schedule duly authenticated under section 80”. This schedule, Sir, must 
refer to all expenditure under all heads. This schedule cannot refer only 
to those heads of expenditure which were not passed in the last session of 
the Assembly. The schedule contemplated here will have to cover expendi- 
ture under all budget heads. If that be so, Sir, there is no escape from 
the conclusion that the whole budget estimates of “the annual financial 
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gtateMni"’ as it is called incorporating expenditure under all the heada» 
have got to be presented or represented to this House. 

Then, Sir, you will see that the notificiition that was issued after thfr 
promulgation of the proclamation under section 93 also took the view that 
the budget was a unitary document. The notification did not take any 
notice of the fact that grants under certain heads of expenditure were 
passed by the Ijegislature. The notification included the m'hole of the 
annual estimate of expenditure for 1943-44 — heads of expenditure which 
were passed by the Assembly as well as heads of expenditure which wero 
not passed by the Assembly. Therefore, the notification clearly proceeded 
on the footing that the annual statement as referred to in section 78(1) is 
one unitary statement. 

Sir, the learned Chief Whip of the Government Party made a slight 
mistake in the matter of dates. He said that the grants that were made 
by the Assembly were not wiped out by the proclamation under section 93. 
If that be so, he ought to have informed the House why then the notifica-> 
tion under the proclamation included those heads of expenditure which 
were passed by the Assembly. Why were not those grants that were 
passed selected to be the subject of an authenticated sc^hedule under section 
80? But he went further and even said that those votes were nullified 
by the prorogation of the Assembly before. He made a mistake there, I 
believe. The Assembly was prorogued at least 2-') days after the proclama- 
tion was issued, that is, after the notification passing the annual estimate 
of expenditure for 1943-44 was issued. Then, Sir, you have been asked 
by the Government to hold that these motions are all in order. If you do 
hold that view, what would be the consequence? In the first place, your 
decision, Sir, will mean that the budget is not a unitary document. Your 
decision will mean that the budget can be taken and passed piecemeal and 
that certain portions of the budget can be passed in one session and certain 
others in another session. Your decision wall further mean in that case 
that the budget will have to be authenticated not by one s(;he<]u]e but by 
more than one schedule. Your decision, if it is in favour of the Govern- 
ment view, will land us in so many difficulties; and not only the budget 
will have to be taken piecemeal and authenticated piecemeal which is not 
the scheme of the Government of India Act but even demands for grant# 
will have to be 4 >assed which are all uncertain, unascertained and of 
unspecified amounts. My friend, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee quoted to 
you sub-section (2) of section 79 which speaks of ‘"amount specified". I 
will^ Sir, invite your attention to section 80 which also speaks of definite 
amounts. Section 80(1 )(a) refers to the grants made by the Assembly 
under Ibe last preceding section, that is section 79 which speaks of specified 
amount. Sub-section (6) of section 80(1) refers to the "several sums" 
required to meet the expenditure charged on the revenues of the province, 
and the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 80 runs thus: "Provided that, 
if the Assembly have refused to assent to any demand for a grant or have 
assented to such a demand subject to a reduction of the amount specified 
therein, the Governor may, in bis opinion, etc., etc." You will find again, 
8ir, the words "the amount specified therein". You will therefore see 
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that BO far as the Government of India Act and the relevant sections 
regarding presentation and passing of the budget are concerned, they speak 
oaly of definite sums and of specified amounts. The motions which have 
now been presented before the House are therefore, I submit, irregular. 
In answer to your specific question as to “what then is your idea, do you 
think that* the whole budget will have to.be brought before the Assembly", 
I say “yes", Wause I hold that the budget is considered as a unitary 
document in the Government of India Act. If you will further enquire 
“well, what w'ill be the position of the amounts that have been spent during 
the interval between the Ist April and the 24th April", to that I cannot 
giv4 a definite answer now* and here immediately. It is a very diflScult 
point and I believe Government will have to take the advice of their law 
officers, and we on our side shall 

MFi SPEAKER: What is your last point which you are talking about? 

Rti HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: As regards the amount that 
was spent during the period from the Ist April to the 24th April, whether 
this amount wdll appear as a charged amount or not, or how' this amount 
will appear in the budget, that is a very difficult point and on that point, 
I am sure, Government will take the opinion of their law* officers 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. (Iiaudhuri, may I interrupt you for a moment? 
Government certainly have got the opinion of their legal officers and their 
opinion it appears is clear to this effect that they’ are asking for the assent 
of the Assembly to that part of the demands only whi(‘h were not voted 
upon minus the expenditure incurred between the 1st April and the 24th 
April. 

||>. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: ('an we be supplied with u copy of the 
legal Opinion taken by Government for your help at least, because w’e are 
informed on the authority of one of the highest Government law officers 
in Bengal that he was never approached and he never gave any opinion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Spe^iker, Sir, the point you 
liave to decide is w'hether the law or the practice of this House considers the 
Iiudget as one piet'e. In the House of Commons they bring in an Appro- 
priation Bill and then it is passed as one piece of legislation and called the 
Financial Act. Here, on the other hand, Sir, during mj^limited experience 
of this Assembly, we pass demands and grants. Government as such does 
not come in at all. It is the Governor who sends the financial statement 
and it is he who authenticates everything. The agents of the Governor here 
are the officers of the Crown called Ministers. 

Now, Sir, an interesting point for you and me to consider iaiiot only 
the letter of the law but also the spirit and the actual facts of the situation 

they were and are. Those who are opposing the introduction of these 
demands today w-ere the |»eople who appealed f«r our support ami they 
managed to get it for the 18 grants already passed up to the 28th Mar'ih 
last. The remaining 16 are also their own projHisals. What will happen 
to the expenditure between the 1st and the 24ih April, 19441, Ls a matter 
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which does require serious consideration, but from the way I look at the 
position now before us, I am of the opinion that this House cannot, and 
under the law, is not allowed to accept the budget as one single piece of 
legislation. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 18 grants have already been passed by the 
Assembly and there are 16 grants yet to be passed. (Interruption.) I beg 
of you, Sir, to stop these interruptions. I have control over mfself but I 
shall not tolerate these interruptions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We want to be onlijrhtened by 
Mr. Siddiqi on the point of law. ^ 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: I cannot htdp dunces, 
speaking 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Nonsense. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will you allow tkd word, SirP Is 
that permitted at all P 

Mr. 8PEAKER • You of all people sliould know it In. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; My suluni.Nsion is 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I would 
humbly and respectfully leciue^t you to confine every .speaker to the point 
before the Assembl\ and not allow him to deliver a long lecture on matters 
which have no relevance, l^et us have Mr. Abdur Rahman Riddiqi’s 
brilliance in regtird to points of law. My point of order is you kindly ask 
Mr. 8i(ldi(}i to oontine himself to relevant is.sues. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would have been very glad if I could 
see the di.scus.sion.s in this House on thi.s great (onstitutioiuil question <ciy^ied 
on as in a court, hut this is not a court. I have got to allow a obtain 
amount of latitude. The members are not trained lawyer.s arguing before a 
court. 


Mr. dOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: He is a barrister. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He may l>e a Ixirrister and there arc others who may 
be barri.sters. You yourself are a Uirrister. You will address the court in 
one way and when you address this House you will address in a different 
way. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: There arc some exceptions under 
the Indian Penal Code. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: A point of order, Sir, as I have 
always understood it, is a point on which the Chair gives its ruling, I 
would like to quote an Urdu idiom to put the objections raised in their proper 
setting. The honourable member objects to my giv^ing an explanatioD. He 
listened to the many speeches but objects mine. This is like y 

^ ^ jCa He has allowed the elephant to pass through but objects 

to the tail going through. (Interruption.) What I would most respeetluily 
10 
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submit is that much has been made of the rule containing the words 
schedule’'. As you ruled yestegw||y under the General Clauses Act, a 
singular covers the plural and therefore “a schedule” may also go into the 
plural and mean more than one schedule. The Governor could very well 
have presei|ted a schedule to us for the 18 items pawd and another for the 
period fro^iTthe Ist to the 24th April and a third for the remainder of the 
period. ”A schedule” does not necessarily meau only one schedule covering 
all the aspects of the problem. 

Dfa SYAflAPRASAD MOOKERilEE: May 1 ask my honourable friend 
Mr. Siddiqi to explain one point? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I shall not give explanations beyond 
those I have already submitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let him ramble. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If this kind of thing is allowed 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: If that kind of thing is allowed this 
kind of thing may also be ollowed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If my decision is that this motion is in order you will 
lose a pretty good time. Therefore it is better that you should not interrupt 
him.* Let us hear him. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Eighteen grants have been passed 
and there are only 16 grants remaining. These are their own demands. 
The main point to which I beg to draw your attention is whether this House 
has diacussed the budget according to the rules and according to the lines 
laid down by the Act. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: May I just ask one question of my 
friend Mr. Siddiqi? He was, I believe, supporting the Government, but in 
one of his last sentences he said there was a reference under section 80 to a 
schedule, and that it might mean more than one schedule. Does he suggest 
that this is a new schedule which the Governor is now asking the House to 
approve? Is it the same schedule or are two schedules necessary? Is 
he supporting Government, or is he supporting us? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If you permit me. Sir, I shall 

answer it. I have never said . (Interruption.) TTill you please stop 

the interruption? If this sort of thing is permitted, we 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, you have been a member in this House 
for a pretty long time and you know one another. 

TKt Hon’blf Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not fair, Sir. There 
is no reason why a special license should be granted to one. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never suggested that. I have never done that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean that it 
^fipliet to Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi or anybody else? 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: In this House whenever e oonsti* 
tutional point has arisen 1 have never tififken as a party man and I hope to 
God I shall not. Speaking with that attitude of mind I wont to inform the 
honourable member from the University of Calcutta that a schedule has not 
been given because iiSl perhaps the intention of the Governdr give one 
schedule for all grants. He could have given two and he couKfnStave given 
half a. dozen. Does' that meet his query? 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: I would add only one argument 
to the arguments of my esteemed friend, Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuii. 
Supposing the motion is in order you would have to allow the members of 
this House to move motions for reduction. You know that in moving* ci 
motion for reduction of a grant a specified amount by which the demand has 
to be reduced htis got to be mentioned. If the amount of the grant is not 
known how c^an any member move a motion for reducing the Udjil amount 
by any amount? Therefore I am of opinion that this motion cannot be held 
to be in order. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR; May I say, Sir, a few 
words ? 

Mn SPEAKER: I have already called Mr. Manmalha Nath Roy. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: We are far away to catch 
your eyes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall remember that. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: The procedure hiid down by the 
Government of India Act for the prep;imtion of the annual financial state- 
ment for the year 1943-44 was not completefl in March last as the voting 
was interrupted on the 29th March. Tlie Government of India Act contem- 
plates that a statement in order to be complete must provide for supplies to 
all the different departments. This procedure was not completed. It was 
followed by the Governor’.s budget. What was the result? The result was 
that the voting which took place up to the 28th of March lapsed. Therefore 
it is clear that another financial statement for the year 1943-44 has now to 
be introduced again in this House. With regard to the question as to 
whether the financial statement would cover the expenditure for the period 
from Ist April to 24th April I am also definitely of opinion tha< (he 
expenditure during this period must find a place in that financial statement. 
Of (onrs* all the items of this period will be open to criticism but the 
question whether they can be vcfted upon is a question which is not free 
from difficulty. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, After 
the presentation of the budget in the last session I think it was presented 
as An item of business end not as several items of business. Under section 
IS of the Government of India Act this House is entitled to passing Hr or 
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throwing it out or passing it with reductions by way of cut motions. What- 
ever was done in the last session/.! think, Sir, the budget was one entire 
piece of business and it is quite clear that it lapsed in its entirety as a result 
of the promulgation of section 93 or of the prorogation of the House. The 
budget contained several heads of expenditure and^^days were allotted for 
discussion ^n those heads and vote was actually taken on some of those 
heads of expenditure as demands for grants. The last date on which we 
met was the 29th of March and the House exercised its right of voting the 
demands up to the 27th of March. The entire budget, Sir, as it was 
presented to the House, was not passed in the last session. Some of the 
grants were voted upon already and then the unfortunate event happened on 
the morning of the 29th March when you, Sir, adjourned the House. Then 
came the prx)mulgation of section 93 of the Government of India Act on the 
night of the 3lHt of March and the rights and privileges of this House and 
the entire constitution were suspended. The budget was not passed even 
on the 31 st of March when section 93 was promulgated. This House was to 
jKiss the entire budget in the course of the last session but as soon as the 
oonstitution was .suspended it remained half finished, and then (^me in the 
authentionted budget of the Governor. The expenditure incurred thereafter 
from the 1st of April w^as not done from the budget ixtssed by this House 
but from the budget autheuticated by the (iovernor. Then on the 24th of 
April last sus[)ensiou of constitution was withdrawn and Ministers were 
np[K)iiited and the House regained its rights ami privileges. I ask, Sir, 
what would be the true interpretation of the withdrawal of section 93 on 
that (late when the rights and privileges of this House revived. Sir, my 
humble submission to you is tluit when the budget which could not be passed 
in the last session due to tliat unfortunate incident has again come before us, 
you must consider the whole as|)ect of the (vise before you give your ruling. 
Sir, after the withdrawal of section 93, the House was prorogued on the 
24th April, and I ask what is the effect of this prorogation? I submit that 
since the rights and privileges of this House revived after the revocation 
of section 93 and this House has agaiu got (X)utrol over the business which 
was left over during the budget ses.sion, the House must have the privilege 
of having the entire budget for its (xinsideration. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, it is a matter of unusual 
importanc'e and this is a question which ought to be discussed as beyond ony 
party jxditics. It not only concerns the privilege of the House but it also 
(x>ncerus the administration of the whole province. Therefore in discussing 
this question it is no use submitting before you certain opinion which is not 
supported by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, which 
this House is Iwund to follow. The honourable member for the Calcutta 
University in bis iuimitiible style has placed before the House all the facta 
relating to thi.s important question. He has pointed out chronologically 
what has happened; he has also drawn attention of the House to the several 
sectMUM of the Government of India Act which must be complied with if we 
have got to pass a valid budget. I have not heard anything in reply to that 
either from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister or from the Chief Whip of the 
Government. The question is whether after the prorogation of the last 
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session of the Assembly it can be said ibat the remainiu |7 portion of the 
budget can be brought in and passed. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister said 
that the situation is unprecedented and therefore an unprecedented solution 
has been sought agaiait the provisions of the Government of Ii^idia Act, if 
I am not mistaken. But I have looked up the point and I wu# expecting 
that my friend Mr. Stark would at least assi>t the Speaker by pointing out 
what happened in his own country in such a situation. In this connection 
I may refer to page 499 of May’s ParliamenUiry Practice, Idth Edition, 
where it is kiid down tliat if prorogation or disjoint uui of Parliament takes 
place wdien the House is in possession ot the Appropriation Act, all the 
grants of the Commons are thereby nullified uinl the sjime must l)e voted 
again in the next session before a legal appr(»priation can be effected. 

Now, this clciirly puts the (jue.stion beyond any dou])1 . Admittedly in 
this case there has been a prorogijition. It the Assembly was simply 
adjourned for a time and then it re<»ssembled there could be some ground for 
arguing that the budget grants which remained to 1 h' piisse<l or voted uixm 
would be discussed. There may be .some ground tor arguing that the budget 
grants which remained to be ]Kis.>ed or voted u|hui can be <li.Hcussed though 
there are obvious <lifticultie,s having regard t<> the provisioirs ot the Act that 
it must l>e one annual stafemmit ami one .s<'hedule to be authenticated, but 
I submit the question ol prorogation is a settler. The prorogation is o 
constitutional irregularity, as tluTebv all tlie giants are nullified and the 
sums must he voted again in the next session before a legal appropriation 
can be effected. 1 almost thought that the (’hiet Whip of the (iovernment 
knew almut this provision ami therefori* he was trying to draw i\ distinction 
where none existed regarding I’inance Act ami Approjiriation Act. As yon 
are aware, Sir, even if the grants are voted upon lhe\ are not legalised until 
authentication of the scliedule just as grants voteil ujKm in tlie Ibirliameni 
are not legalised until there is the Appropiiation Act. Therefore if a 
ParlLiimeiit is <lissolved and prorogued before an Appropriation Act legidising 
the grant, all the graiit.s are iiullifieil and the sums must he voted again in 
the next .session. This, I suhniit, puts the whole question beyond any doubt 
and the way in whi<li the Government have put forward the propowils for 
voting upon the remaining grants must be held to be not in order, firstly, 
because of the fact of the prnrogat j<»n, secondly, becjiuse it c^innot l)e brought 
piecemeal, thirdly, because there cannot l»e more than <»ne annual statenienf, 
there cannot l>e more than one ant henticaf ion of the schwlule. If they 
wanted to bring it in any other way it would be irregular, if would be 
outside the provision.s of the Government of India Act — sections 78, 79, 81. 

Then again the question arises that unless .sperific grants are provided 
bow are we going to table cut msjtion? Your office will reject as out of 
order any cut motion which does not mention specifically the amount against 
which the cut motion is moved and who know*- that with an unspecified 
amount the cut motion will not exceed the amount which proWibly is oontem- 
plated in that grant. Having regard to all these insuperable difficulties I 
ask the Government to consider whether they will land themselves into a 
morasa by trving to get the renmining grants passed so that they will be 
lauded with a pieoemeal budget with two annual statements and idietber 
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afterwards there will be difficulties. I hope that you will give a ruling so 
that the expenditure of the province of Bengal may be legally incurred 
without any trouble, without having to go to law court to have a decision 
that this is beyond the acts of the Governor. This Assembly oanm>t do 
anything beyond the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

1 also would sound another note of warning. Let us hope that in this 
case they will not think of another ordinance either. That will also be 
beyond their fKjwers and we hope we shall not have to waste our time and 
that of the Judges in «invassing that such an ordinance is also ultra vires. 

^ With these words I hope you will hold that the mr)tion is not in order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I w^ant to say a few 

words on one p<)int only, viz., whether under the Government of India Act a 
budget is an indivisible unit. I will refer t-o section 78(2) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. It says: The estimates of expenditure embodied in the 
annual financial statement shall show' separately — 

(a) the sums required to meet expenditure described by this Act as 
expenditure charged upon the revenues of tlie province; and 
(/>) the sums required to meet other expenditure profwsed to 1)0 made 
from the revenues of the province. 

I would also refer to rule 106 of our Rules of Business. It runs thus: 
A sei>arate demand shall ordinarily be made in respect of the amount pro- 
jmsed for each dejuirtnient of the Government provided, etc. A separate 
demand shall be presented. 

Now, a confusion lias arisen in the minds of many memWrs of the House 
on account of the fact that they have not reidised the distinction Wtween 
the procedure in the House of Commons and the procedure laid down by the 
Government of India Act. It has already been jwinted out that in Enghind 
a Finance Bill is pre.sented before Parliament. Now', w'heuever a Bill is 
presented, it cannot be {xassed piecemeal. There is a first reading of the 
Bill, then there is a second reading ami the Bill does not become law' unless 
it is jxassed in the third reading. But so far as our demands are concerned, 
these are not of that nature at all. Separate demands have to be brought 
and if one demand is passed, that is passed for all time to come subject only 
to the fact that it has to be authenticated by the Governor. There is no 
provision in law' under whicli a demand that has already been passed con be 
reopened in another session. Therefore, 1 think, the w’hole confusion has 
arisen on account of our failure to look into the distinction between the 
procedure as it obtains in England and the procedure laid down in the 
Government of India Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khan, I am glad that you have introduced this 
thing, I shall l>e very glad if you point out what actmilly happens in the 
House of Commons. There a Finance Bill is introduced, it is debated upon 
and then passed or is there anything more? 

Tht Hoii’bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know the details. 
It is sure and certain that even in the House of Commons a Bill has to go 
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throiigrH several readings and it must go through the final reading before it 
can be passed. Therefore, I think if there is no doubt about that— 

.Mr. SPEAKER: You say that the procedure prescribed in the House 
of Commons is that there it is a Bill. The budget as it is presented here is 
not in the form of a Bill. It is only a demand presented before the House. 

8ANT08H KUMAR BA 8 U: May I just put one question? A very 
interesting jx)int has been raised by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan with regard to the 
analogy as to what takes place in the Uouse of Commons. There the budget 
is presented in the form of a Bill, one indivisible Bill. So far as this 
Legislature is concerned in section 78(1) the words used are “a statemSfnt 
of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the province for that year, in 
this part of this Act referred to as ‘the annual financial st 44 temenC.’' So 
that if it was a Bill, one single indivisible Bill in the House of Commons, it 
is one single indivisible annual statement before this Legislature. There is 
hardly any difference. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I maintain that up till 

now no honourable member from the other side of the House has been able 
to show that there is any specific clause or section either in the Act or in the 
rules which is against the procedure that has been suggested by (Government 
in regularising the budget. A mere statement of what took place at the 

time when the Assembly was prtirogued or how it was prorogued does not 

.show that there is any clau.se in the Act which prevents Government from 
following this procedure. A tsintroversy has arisen whether the budget i« 
to be taken as one or it is to be taken piecemeal. I maintain with equal 
force as the honourable menji>ers on that side maintain that there is nothing 
in the Act in sections 78, 79 and 80 by which it (;4in be shown tlmt the budget 
is to be treated as one and not separately. As far as we are cxmcerned we 

have taken the best legal opinion and we liave l)een advised to follow the 

procedure which we have adopted. You your.self also know that the l>eHt 
legal opinion which (jovernment is entitled to tiike has been taken. The 
opinion is that the procedure tluit we are following is correct. If these 
honourable members who claim to be the members of the Bar also claim 
that they are l)etter judges of law, then of cour.se it is a different matter. 
Perhaps the Deputy Lender may claim to be a bigger lawyer than the 
Advocate-General. 

Mr. 1 IOCE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA. I\lj«t about the Federal (yourt and 
High Court? 

Th 6 Hon*bl 0 Khwsln 8 if NAZIMUDDIN: We can only have guidance 
on a diflScult question from what is recognised to l>e the best legal opinion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: l>o you mean to my 
‘‘Advocate-General” ? 

The HoiPble Khwaja 8 ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let him come and face the 
House. 



w 


POINT OF OBDER. 


[6th July, 


Tbt HOfl’blf Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Hon’ble the Speaker had 
also diicussed the matter with the Advocate-General. Now, I submit before 
the House what is the fundamental principle and object behind the whole 
procedure that is kid down. The object is to obtain the verdict of the 
House as regards the money that is to be spent during the financial year. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Whatever may be the method ? 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the object. This 
House has got the right to express its opinion and allow supplies to the 
Government for the current financial year. Now we have got to see whether 
this object is being fulfilled or not. Ijet us see thiit if any other method is 
adopted whether we will be able to further this object or by the adoption 
of other methods that are being propose<l or suggested we will be 
jeopardising the rights and privileges which the members enjoy. 
This, I consider, is a very imj>ortaut consideration. If we adopt 
any other procedure than the one which we have asked the House 
to accept, then the House wdll be in a more dangerous position. The budget 
in that case should l)e brought dc tmro and then I submit that that will be 
to a certain extent curtailment of the rights and privileges of the House. 

Mr, 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: How y 

TIhi HOfl’bt^ Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Becxuise already the members 
have had the privilege of expressing their opinion on 18 gmnts. The other 
10 grants can be voted upon and discussed witliin the next two days. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How does it c\irtail the rights y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is said that this 
method is not correct and that the budget sliould ])e placed dc novo. This 
may take six w'eeks, 12 weeks, or four months l)efore the Hou>e may be in a 
position to express its opinion. 

Mr, dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Why such a long time!' 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Becau.se to be able to satisfy 
the House we will hiive to give specific amounts which 1 think under any 
circumstances can never l>e correctly obtained. The specified amount that 
has been spent during the period from 1st April to 24th April can never be 
correctly gauged. Therefore something you will have to accept as 
approximate. To be able to get that apj)roximate figure will take the 
department at least six weeks to eight weeks time. I have just consulted 
the Secretary. If you follow the normal metho<l then there is no reason 
why the budget in its normal way shouhl not be proceeded with. Other- 
wise, as I have said you will have to wait for at least six weeks for that is 
the usual number of days which aie required for the preparation of a budget. 
Then there are other factors also. There are Puja holidays and Ramzan 
both coming in one after another. It is therefore extremely debatable if 
it will be possible for the House to meet before November. 

Mr, I. D, dALAN: On a point of order, Sir. Are these relevant? 
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Mr# SPEAKER: I have allowed all sorta of things. 

Hr. I. 0. ilALAN: But not from the Chief Minister. 

’ Th« Hofi^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will allow the Miuisters 

one point. I think one of the .speakers — I think it was Dr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee who said that here the Government had been earrying on with 
unauthorised expenditure for inonth.s by your action. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Could we Bumnion the 

House 

Tha Hofi’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If this prm'edure is ruled 

out of order and the budget is to be presented de novo, you will be permitting 
the Government to carry on with unauthorised I'xpeiuliture for some more 
months. 

Mri SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That is the inevitable effect of what 
has been done before. 

Tha HOfl*bl0 Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tlierefore the privilege of 
the members to express their opinion on the budgid at the earliest opportunity 
will be denied. The qu<*stion Inoe is which is th(‘ greatiT evil. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Illegal budget is the greatest evil. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Merely by declaring the 
budget an iflegal budget if does not become an illegal budget. The question 
before the House is which is the better method, and whether members of 
thi.s House are at a disadvantage because of the procedure which we have 
ado})ted. AVhat \> the right they liave got!'' To exjiress an opinion on the 
grants to be moved. They have already expressed their opinion on the 
grants. There are some Hi items remaining. I snhmit that there is no 
section hy wliicli you can disallow the verdict of the House and bring out 
a new issue. The House has expres.sed its verdict on HS items. There 
nothing to show in the Act that it sliould In* treated as cancelled. I say 
the provi.sion.s of the Act have been complied with. (Cries of “No", “no” 
from the Oppo.sition Benches.; It is only for the remaining 10 items that 
we have got to come before the House. It has been argued that because of 
the prorogation and because of se<*tion 9-1 there has been an inii^rregnnm 
and that therefore all that had taken place has to he taken into account. 
I submit that there is nothing to show that we have got a rule that under 
certain circumstances the matter that ha.s been placed before the Assembly 
is washed out, if there is a prorogation. It has already been said in the 
matter* of Bills, even in this House, after prorogatiim we have got to give 
fresh notice. The same is the ca.se with re.solufions and questions. These 
are specifically provided. I submit, iinle.s.H there is a specific provision in 
the rule.s or in the Act, that if a thing is not continued we have got to 
assume that it is the privilege of this House that whatever has been decided 
should not be questioned. It i.s the right of every member to express his 
opinion on the grants. The members have expressed their opinions. You 
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cannot challenge that Terdict unless you can show that there is a specific 
apd clear indication in any rule or section that this is to be treated as 
cancelled. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Section 80 says that. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It does not apply to this 
rase. (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would request you, gentlemen, not to interrupt the 
llon’ble Minister. If you want to say anything I shall again allow you. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon’ble Minister goes on 
repeating that there is nothing in the Act which is not true. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that there is 
another consideration wliich I would like to place before the House very 
seriously. Supposing the funeral oration to which we listened yesterday— 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Funeral oration of the Governor! 

The Hon*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Funeral oration of the late 
Ministry. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Do dead men give an oration? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It has been said that the 
present Ministry has got no majority and the present Ministry' has got no 
popular support. If that had been true today it would be the Government 
who would have asked “Let this l)e postponed for 4 mouths and a fresh 
budget be brought in”, 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; It is extremely discourteous 
to interrupt the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Ilon'ble Leader of the 
House, but I am raising this point of order: Is his speech in ord^r and 
relevant to the issue before the House? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to raise a point of order. The 
question before the House is 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is already half past seven. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : I am only putting a point of order. I 
shall do it in a couple of minutes. The question before the House is whether 
the Government have brought the.se motions of demands for grants according 
to the provisions- of law. 8ir Nazimuddin's argument is that if some stupid 
idiot commits blunders these blunders must be condoned, otherwise in- 
C/Onvenience would result. I wish to give Sir Nazimuddin and his supporters 
Uiis challenge let them prorogue the Houvse now and let them face the 
country. (Interruption and uproarious scenes.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. The House stands adjounuMl for 15 minutes for 
prayers. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, I do not wanf 

to take any more time, hut tliere are (»nly two things which I would 
like the honourable members of the House to take into consideration 
particularly. One is, supposing the House had met and this procedure 
had been given notice of it was possible that the (lovernmeut found them- 
selves in a minority and the Opposition were in a majority. Supposing 
the Government came forward with that plea, would you, Sir, in those 
circumstances consider the rights and privileges of the members P What 
would have been your attitude!" What would be the implication if the 
thing had been post|K)ned and aIIowe<l to come in after another four months. 
The reverse has got to be seen. \ on have got to consider whether this 
thing which we are placing before tlie House gives the members, parti- 
cularly the members of the Opposition a fair chance, a fair opportunity, a 
reasonable opportunity — an oi)portunity which their rights and privileges 
demand : that opportunity is being given U» them to criticise the budget, 
to express tlieir ojuiiion and. what is more, to express their opinion on the 
actions of the Ministry itself. 

Then, Sir, there is another ([uestion which T would like the House to 
take into consideration. S\ip])osing the budget was going on and in between 
on the third day of the budget the Ministry was defeated and a new Ministry 
came in power; the )»udget would go on as usual in that case. 

Then there is the lust (juestion : the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition 
has suggested by way of challenge that we should face the constituencies. 

I may remind him that previously at Nature and other places we have met 
his challenge. 

tlft 4IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Are we concerned with Natore or 
with Patuakhali? (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. after the very able 
exposition of the point of order raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri I did not feel that I could help you with 
any additional suggestion until I found that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
tried to take you astray. T submit that the main argument that T could 
follow of Sir Nazimuddin a[)art from his einlxdlishments 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the pull from both sides will keep me at my 
seat. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope you are strong enough to resist 
either side. 

Sir Nazimuddin’s argument was that thi^i was the only possible method 
by which tlovernment (ould come before the House for regularising the 
budget, and that any other alternative would lead the House to a position 
which would either take away its rights and privileges or might make the 
passage of the budget quite impo.ssible. I submit thi.s argument is erroneous. 
In the first place Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri made it quite clear that 
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tte budget is one unitary statement of the financial position of the province 
in which the whole income is allocated under certain heads and the whole 
thin^?" has to be viewed as such. Certain parts of that had been assented 
to by the House under certain premises and under certain circumstances 
and the then Opposition had moved certain cut motions because the con- 
vention of this House is that members of the Government party do not 
move cut motions. They can raise such points and can have them decided 
upon in party meetinj^s. On the assurances of the then Ministers in charj^e 
certain budjret j^rants had been assented to by the House. We would like 
to know whether the present Government stands by those assurances. If 
the House has assented, as we presume the House has done, the assent was 
conditional upon certain fundamental premises. And if those premises 
disappear the assent naturally has to he reviewed. With regard to the other 
point the difficulties of putting forward a fresh budpret in the course of the 
next three months or so, I submit that the Leader of the House could not 
have used this arf^ument if he had looked up his diary. The Puja holidays 
come in the month of October and the Ramzan in the latter half of 
Septemlier and part of (October. Taking'- the worst view of things, therefore, 
Sir, if the whole budget is to be gone through, the House does not re(iuire 
more than fifteen days, which is the minimum. Some time must perhaps 
be allotted for general discussion. Then there should be a period of four 
days intervening for notices; seven days will be re(|uired for notices thus 
making up altogether 20 days. In calculating this I am not concerned 
with the Finance I)ej)artment. The department ought to be able to prepare 
the budget as ((uickly ns possible. So far as the House is concerned at the 
moat w*e shall not ti\ke more than »)ne month and we will have ample time 
before the Pu)a holidays and tin* Ramzan to com])lete the whole procedure. 
So far as the point raised l)v the Hon’hle the Finance Minister is concerned, 
I am not tpiite sure of his accpiaintance witli the department in the short 
interval, hut 1 am prepared to credit the department with a little more 
iiikdligeiice and assiduity. The department has got the whole schedule, 
department by department, ready and prepared and this has actually been 
prepared after three months of discii.ssion before the debate in the previous 
session. If a portion thereof has to he taken out, namely, the portion of 
expenditure between the 1st and 24th April, the department can either ask 
the Accountaiit-Geuerurs office to submit a list of actual expenditure during 
that period; in course of seven days this eould be done, or. Sir, they can, 
if they are not satisfied with the report submitted to them that there have 
been some expenses whii'h might not still be accounted for, do another thing, 
namely, that they can assume a lump grant for the time being and come 
forward with a reduced demand on such basis and then put forward at a 
later date a supplementary budget regularising the small adjustment that 
might be required so that for the time being with the figures that they can 
get from the department in two days’ time they can proceed with the budget. 

Then there is another factor to which I wish to draw your attention. 
We know. Sir, that during this intervening period and also during the 
period that this Ministry has been in office very large sums of money have 
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been spent and advanced beyond the budget proposals of certain grants. 
That being the position we should examine them here and now before the 
whole thing becomes difficult to reopen, and the Qovemment should come 
forward with a full scheme of expenditure for the whole year and the 
advances meant for the different sections and heads of the departments 
as soon as they are in a position to estimate the same. I find there has 
been a very unfortunate practice growing in that large sums of money are 
spent on the authority of the Cahinet without loming before the House 
in due time, and on the last day a supplementary budget comes up. That 
was the position last year and that is the position this year also, and in 
such circumstances the House has to vote on a question which has already 
been })ost nKtriein. Money is .spent and we have thereafter got to deal with 
the estimates post nK/rtem. That is a position wdiicli no democTtttic 
Legislature caif tolerate. We aic tlien thrown into a helpless position. 

I submit that ulthoiigii tlic (Jovernment ol India Act i.s silent about the 
time when the suiipieimmtarv bndgid is to be put my reading of se<‘tion 81 
is that as soon as (iovernincnt find that additional expenditure beyond 
that which is sanctioned is iicce^-'.irv. (iovernimnit must come before tho 
House. They cannot wait indeiinittdy although no particular date is 
given. Section 81 clearly givi‘> tlie indication that u.s soon us (iovernment 
is in a jiosition to kiu»w that a<lditionnl expenditure is likely to be involved, 
they mii.st come lietorc the Houm* They mu.sl not keep things back till 
the last day. 

Sir, regarding tlie ground that the demand.s have not been specifically 
made, that is tin* i>oint raised bv Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, no reply, 
no explanation lia> been put fon^ard so far either by the l^iuance Minister 
or bv the Chiet Minister. So iur as that point is concerned, we have 
had no assistance or no reply from the other side. I believe, in the 
circumstances you. Sir, in your wisd«>m, will hold that the point of order 
raised by Dr. M<M)kerjee is perfectly admissible and the whole prof^edure 
now ])ro])<)sed is incorrect, ill(»gical and illegal, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir XaEimnddiii, I have got donhts in my mind on 
certain points. I slnmld feel tddii:«*<l if >ou kindly try to enlighten me 
on them. You say that the budget is not one unitary document, it i« 
not indivisible, but that it can be dividerl into parte. Now, do you main- 
tain that the budget can he presented piecemeal'^ 

Th« Hofi'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hnder section 78 it in one 
and it cannot be separated. Hut under section 79 it is not so. It is not 
necessary that it must be passed in the same month. If Government and 
the Accountant-General, Bengal, are prepared to allow the Ministry to 
incur expenditure without sanction, there is nothing b) prevent half a 
dozen grants being voted upon in the month of Mareh, another half a 
dozen in the month of April and another half a dozen in the month of May. 
I do not find any reason why that cannot be done under section 79. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to say that tho presentation must be of 
the entire budget, but at the time of voting, the voting may take place 
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at different times under different heads. The presentation must be one 
presentation, but the voting of grants may be different. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. Sections 78 and 
79 are clear. The financial statement should be one so that everybody 
may know what is the position. Then the House should sanction grants 
under different demands. I can see no reason why this cannot be done. 
That is the only way to judge. There is no general question whether there 
is any bar, whether there is any handicap and whether the privilege of 
the House is in any way infringed. 

Mf. SPEAKER: Therefore according to you there may be as many 
schedules as the Ministry may like. 

Th6 Hofl^blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Authentication may be of 
one or of separate schedules, but in the end the whole thing is authenticated. 

Dr* SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I could not follow the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. What is the reply he has given 

Mr. SPEAKER: According to him there may be as many schedules as 
they like but the financial statement should be one. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: May I just ask this question if 
there jnust be one financial estimate P 

tha HOfl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
I understood that the discussion had finished and now you only want for 
your own satisfaction the clarification of certain points. If the discussion 
start afresh we can begin all over again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, I do not think it will be fair. ^ 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE; Sir, you will give us an 
opportunity 

Mr. SPEAKER; If net'essary, I will give you a chance tomorrow. 

Sir Nazimuddin, it appears to me then that according to you the 
Governor could have signed a schedule with regard to grants that were 
assented to by this House in March. 

The HOfl’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That is my own interpreta- 
tion.' As I read it, I see no bar to the Governor having signed a schedule. 

MW IPEAKER: Now we come to another point. Is it the desire of 
the Government to have one schedule or to have more schedules than one 
after the House baa assented to the demands now presented before the 
Hoixie? 

Tha HoiYbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have provided a day 
for the authentication of schedules and obviously after all the demands 
have been passed, there will be one schedule. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Now, therefore, you want to hare included in that 
schedule the expenditure incurred by the Governor betfreen the 1st April 
and the 24th April also? 

•Rtl HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That cannot be. 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: This amount has already 
been separately spent and as it is not possible to specify the amount, it 
will be there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou mean to say that the schedule will include the 
amount that has been spent under the authorisation of the Governor. 

The Hoffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: The schedule will just 
mention it as the auKuint cannot be separated and it has ^ot to be there. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: M ay I rise on a point of order? 
Does the procedure of the House permit the Chair to cross-examine members 
about what they propose to do and what they do not jiropose to do and 
80 on. It may be, Sir, that the Chair wants assistance from the House, 
but I do not think it is correct for the Chair, in my humble opinion, to 
cross-examine a member of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is questionini? the authority* of 
the ('hair. It cannot be permitted. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Members of the Government or 
members of the Opposition, Ministers or non-Ministers, they are all to be 
treated as members. 

A|r. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, it is far from me to cross-examine any- 
body. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Y^ni have been doin^j: it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Excuse me, Mr. Siddiqi. Will you please listen to 
me? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I am standing on my rights 
as a member of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appreciate the remark that you have made 
that it may not be fair for the Chair to cross-examine a mcuiberj^ but it is 
far from me to cross-examine anybody here. It may be your opinlqik that 
I was cross-examining the Chief Minister, but I may tell yon that I already 
told the Chief Minister before I put any question to him that I wanted to 
remove my doubts with regard to certain matters regarding the position 
that Government has taken up. If he wished to give an answer he could 
give. If he did not like, I could not compel him to answer. Therefore I 
hold that what I have done is perfectly right. Sir, Nasimuddin, I do 
not want to put any further question to you unless yon feel that it is 
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detiirable that this matter should be cleared up before this House. If you 
do not care, I 9|%^ot going to put any furthcgc question to you, because 
an objection has come from a member belonging to you# party. 

The KHwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to respectfully 

draw your attention to the fact that Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has made 
it clear to the House that on constitutional issues he does not speak as a 
party member and we have got no control over him. 

(Cries of “Oh oh” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: Sir, Nazimuddin, you know that we discussed this 
matter in the Chamber just now and with your full approval I put to you 
this question. If there had been the slightest indication of any unwilling- 
ness on youT part, I would have been the last i)erson to put any question 
to you. Now that these tilings have arisen, I am not going to ask you any 
more (piestion. If I think it desirable I will hold a conference of the 
party leadawi and others who may give me any assistance in this matter. 
I do not think I need detain the House any longer. 

Adjournment. 

It being 8-22 p.m. the House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Wednesday, 

<th July, 194'b at the As.sembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proe«ediagt of the Beogal Lefieletive AMembly under 

the provirion* of the Government of Indie Act, 1935# 

The Assembly met in tb« Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wedneaday, 
the 7th July, 1943, at 4-43 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'hie Mr# Syed Nacsher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 1JI3 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antMrert were giYen) 

Governing Body of the Midnepore College. 

^23. Mr. KRISHNA PR08AD MANDAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in cliur^re <»f the Education Department bt* pieu.sed to state, with reji^ard to 
the present (iovernin^^ Body of the Midnnpore Colle^'e — 

(</i the date ot comjMisition ; 

{It) the personnel; and 

(r) who constituted the body and under whut authority)^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hen’bte 
Mr. Tamtzuddin Khan): (//) 31 st July, 1033. 

(It) (1) The District Majristrate, Midnajiore, ejr-ojficio (President). 

(2) The Principal, Midnajmre Collejre, rx-ojfirio (Serretary). 

(3) Mr. Sudhir (’handra Deb, Professor of History (elected representative 
of the teachinjr .ntaft). 

(4) Mr. Iswur Chandra Bisui, Professor of Physics (elected representative 
of the teaching staff). 

(5) Rai Debendra Mohan Bhattacharyya Bahadur, Manager, Jhargram 
Raj Estate and Chairman of the Midnapore District Board and Municipality. 

(6) Babu Jnanendra Nath Choudhury, Public IVoseculor and member 
of the MidnajKire Municipality. 

(7) Khan Sahib Mauivi Kabiruddin Ahmed, Pleader and member of the 
Midnapore Municijiality and District Board. 

(8) Mauivi Abu Ahmad, Pleader and Vice-Chairman of the Mbbapore 
District Board. 

(c) Government. 

Bibu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Government be pleased to 
answer the latter part of question (c), namely, under what authority was it 
constituted? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Under the terms of an 
agreement entered into by the Government with the College authorities in 
the year 1923. 

11 
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■abu NACE^IPRA NATM SENt Will the GoTemmeut be pleased tc 
state what is the reason for not reconstituting the Govei^g Body for thf 
last 10 years? 

Khifi Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: First of all th^oTem. 
ing Body was constituted in the year 1933 and its term expired in 1936. 
Then it was extended for two years more, t.e., up to 1938 academic year. 
Then there was another extension which was up to the present year 1943. 
At present there is a proposal before Government which they are considering. 
It is not known yet whether the same members will be there or some other 
names will be asked for. 

Babll NAGENDRA MATH SEN: Will the Parliamentary Secretarv" be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for these various extensions when other 
persons are available? 

Khifi Bihib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The obvious reasons are 
that these gentlemen took very lively interest in the altairs of the College 
and that they were recommended very strongly by the District Magistrate 
for extension. 

Bibu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does the Parliamentary Secretary 
mean to say that there is no other person interested in education in the 
district of Midnapore or town? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: That is more than I can 

flay. 

Mfa DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: With reference to answer (h) (5) 
and (7), will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased to state whether the 
descriptions given of members are correct P 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as Rai Debendra 
Mohan Bhattacharyya Bahadur is concerned, he is the Manager, Jhargram 
Raj Estate, and Chairman of the Midnapore District Board. But I under- 
stand that he is no longer the Chairman of Midnapore Municipality. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What about No. 7? 

(No answer.) 

Oonstruetion of embinknmt on tho Ichamati river around the Bil Hoglain 

in Khulna. 

•24. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Communications and Works Department aware of the fact — 

(i) that in 1942 a flood of saline water issuing from the Ichamati river 
had washed away the cultivated lands measuring about 1,(X)0 
acres in some hils including the btl Hoglain by the side of the 
mausa Shibnagar in x’^lice-station Debhata in the district of 
Khulna; 
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(tt) that the above flood caused a gMt breach in the^ emhanklaeiita 
surroiindiDg the btb and a total annihilation nf the food crops of 
the locality; ' 

• (i’hJ that a large number of the people of the locality has been in distress 
for the failure of theiood crops; 

(rt?) that the breach in the embankment will affect the cultivation; and 
(t*) that a representation from the Shibnagar Palli Maiigal Samiti was 
mad^ to the Government regarding the construction of the 
embankments? 


{h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking early steps for the construction of the 
embankments 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Mr. iarada 
Prosanna Pain): (a) (O and In June, 1942, there was a Ijrench about 
6 feet wide and 4 to 5 feet <leep in the Ichaiuati einbanknient. Through it 
saline water entered the low fields and damaged about otM) bighaa of paddy 
lands in the Susilganti and Sibnagar mauzas, mostly in the fonner. 

(in) Cultivators owning lands in the brw or hil ureas were affeeted. 

(ir) No, as the breach was quickly closed. 

(r) A representation was nmde to the Executive Engineer. 

(b) The embankment Ixdongs to jtrivate |>erHon8 and the liability for its 
maintenance and reconstruction re.sts with the owners. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Are the Government aware that 
breaches do occur very freipiently in these einbankrnentM? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It occurred only in June, 1942. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (rt)(tT?), will 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge be pleased to .state how long the breach 
remained unclosed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Only for a short time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How long? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It was closed befo.e the rainy season 
was over. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do the Government know how long the 
breach remained unclosed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It was closed without delay.' 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do not the Government know the period? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Only for a short periml. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand him to say that the 
Government do not know how long the breach remained unclosed? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. Government on enquiry came 
to know that it remained open only for a few montlis and it was closed 
afterwards. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: For hov many months? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I cannot say exactly the length of 
time but it was closed as soon as it came to the notice of Government though 
it was not the Government’s responsibility. ^ ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Government do not know then how long 
the breach remained unclosed? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased lo state what is the basis of the present information that only one 
breach occurred and no other? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The Superintemling Engineer caused 
an enquiry to be made by an officer of the Irrigation Department and on 
the basis of that enquiry information was given. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answ’er (/;), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleaseil to state whether (iovernment have acquired 
no authority to rej>air breaches in embankments? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government have authority under 
section 7 of the Embankments Act on representation from tenants who 
apply to the Collector. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state whether Government take action on their own initiative without 
representation from the tenants? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: If a representation is made, then an 
enquiry is made and if the results of that enquiry are satisfactory, Govern- 
ment considers the question of taking action. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer just now’ 
given that his information w’as based on the report of the Superintending 
Engineer, would the Parliamentary Secretary please tell the House whether 
the rejmrt of the Superintending Engineer states anything about tbe period 
for which the breach remained unclosed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The breach occurred in June, 1942. 
We have no information available about that in the file. From the file we 
don't find that any action w’as taken in June, 1942. Action was taken later. 
Th«re is nothing in the records to show that the breach remained unclosed 
for mouths. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of declaring 
the embankment as a public embankment? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: When a petition ii iM Oovernment 
will consider the matter. 

. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the OoTemment conaider the 
desirability of taking an initiative, with reference to answer (6), in the 
matter of asking the private owners for maintaining and reconstructing the 
embankments ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: If the honourable member so desires, 
(Government will consider the case and take necessary steps. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether in these days of “Grow More Food” campaign they think it 
necessary to have that breach embanked as early as possible K 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There is no breach at present. 

Vice areas in the city of Calcutta. 

*25. Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: lias the attention of the llon'ble Minister 

in charge of the Home ^ Police) I)e|Mirtmeiit l>een drawn to a |niblic meeting 
recently held by the Sheriff at the Dalhousie Institute against the increase 
of “vice areas” in the city^ 

(/j) Has the Iloii’ble Minister leceived any judition on the subject? 

(c) If so, will the llon’blc Miiiistci be pleased to state the decision 
arrived at in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwtia 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (/m I am niforme<l that a meeting was Ixdd at the 

Dalliousie Institute fui tlic ““nd December, Pt4‘J, but I do not know whet her 
it was .summoned bs tlie Slieriff. 

(/y) Yes. 

(r) 1 am informed tiiat action has lieen taken to .suppress the brothels in 
this area ujKm re<‘eipt of H|K’cific complaints from I<ku 1 residents, 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Witli rcfeicnce to answer (o), will the Hon Tile 
Minister in charge be jdeasetl to state by wliom the meeting was summoueilP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (i< ivernmcnt have no information, 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Will tfovernment be pleased to find it outH 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They may, if the honourable 
meml>er so desires. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Are we to understand from answer (c) 
that brothels have I)€en actually hujipressed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, in those areas, from where 
Government have received petition.s from local residents, the brothels have 
been suppressed. 
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Mr. W. CHIPPENDALE: Is it not a fact tliat these brothel houses 
have been commandeered by the police and certain other people? 

Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

DFm ABDUL MOTALEB MALLIK: With reference to answer (c), will 
the^ Jlon'ble Minister be pleased to state the dates when these applications 
were received by the Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no information with regard 
to the dates because I find that the original petitions are missing from the 
custydy of the Private Secretary of the then Chief Minister. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Will the Governnient be pleased to state 
wliether or not these houses have been commandeered by the military 
authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no such informa- 
tion. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: What are the areas where 
brothels have been suppressed on receipt of complaints from the local 
residents? ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wellesley Street, Free School 
Street and Dent Mission Road. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. Will the Government l>e pleased to 
state whether ai»y actions were at all taken in this matter — no matter 
whether by the previous Ministry or by this Ministry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMMED ALI: Yes, by this Ministry. 

Jail clerks. 

•28. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hoii'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department Ix' jdeased to state whether jail clerks in Bengal are 
ordinarily promotcxl to the cadres of Deputy Jailors? 

(6) Is it a fact that in recent years the practice ha^ been stopjml? 

(c) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister W pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa]a 
BIr Nazimuddin) : {fO No. 

(ff) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Is the Parliamentary Secretary 
aware that the jail clerks recently recruited are graduates of the Calcutta 
University? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I hope you will |>ermit me to 
explain the position in detail. 
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In 1925, tke clerical and executive estabiialiaieiits were sepitimtet^ and 
soon ae this was done Deputy Jailors were ordinarily recruited from outside. 
Then subsequently this system was also changed and now ordinarily Deputy 
Jailors are recruited from the results of the Bengal Civil Service Examiiia- 
tion. Recently, however, Government have again approved the policy of 
appointing four clerks to the posts of Deputy Jailors because of the ui^nt 
demand of Deputy Jailors in the Bengal jails and it wa« thought thar If 
direct recruitment had been made then the candidates would have to be senf^ 
for special training, but if by promotion jail clerks were taken in no special 
training would be necessary. That is the reason why the appointments 
from clerks by promotion were made. 


Btlurghat inotiicfits. 

•27. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: (o) Is the Ilon'ble Minister in (‘harge 
of the Home (Police) Deiwrtment aware of the serious allegations regard- 
ing looting and destruction of proi»erties by the jiolice taking place in 
village areas in the Balurghat Hul>di\ision during Sejdember last? 

(b) Will the Ilon'ble Minister also be pleased to state wlielher he bus 
received in the first week of November, 11>1?, any report, regarding the 
incidents referred to in {<i)f 

(r) If so, will the Hon’lde ^finister Ih' pleased to lay on the Table a 
copy of the sjud re|K>rt ? 

(d) Will the Iloii'lde Minister Ik* pleased to slate whether any action 
has Wii taken to punisli the offenders? 

(e) If the answer t<» id) is in the negative, will the Ilon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIM UDDINl (o) and (h) I received during 
tlie early part of November, a repirt sent by the honourabit* member making 
cerUiin allegations and also re[K»rts from the local officers ujx)!! the allega- 
tions made. 


(r) and id) No, Sir. 

ie) I wa.s satisfied on examining the pai>er.s that there was no ground 
for taking action. 


Sir, before any su}»i)lementury questions are put, I wish to inform 
the Hfmse that the action.^ taken in connection with the Balurghat inci<lents 
were taken during tlie jferiod of the late Ministry, and that, therefore, I may 
inform the honourable members that I have nothing further to a<ld what I 
have already ‘^aid, that the entire respf)nhil»ilit> in (his matter lay w'ith the 
late Ministry. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI. In view of the statement just made by the 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister, may I make a reque**! to him to make a further 
enquire* into the aHegations made in the report? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already stated that 
I have nothing further to add. All thi.s Umk place in the regime of the last 
Ministry' and we take no respon.sibility for the actions of the last Ministrj". 
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Mr. OHARU OHANORA ROYs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view of the lawlessness committed by the police officers 
in Balnrghat, Government is ready to appoint a non-official enquiry 
committee f 

TIm Hon’bla Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this Government will 
always be prepared to enquire into allegations that are made if the incidents 
referred to take place during the regime of this Government but this 
Government is not responsible for what had been done in the past and orders 
passed by the late Ministry were complete and final. 

Point of Ordor. 

Mr, J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. In view 
of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister that he takes no responsibility 
for what his predecessor in office had done, is it not his duty then to look 
into the matter himself and do things on his own responsibility? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I admit it is a constitutional 
question, but may I ask a pertinent question as to what date and up to 
what time can things be reopened? Suppose, a new Ministry takes i^ffice 
and it has got to settle as to what questions you are entitled to reopen and 
what you are not entitled to reopen. Are you entitled to reopen all 
activities of the past Ministry unless there is something which is still 
occurring? I do not think it is advisable. That, as far as I understand, is 
the constitutional position. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
We have no (juarrel with Sir Nazimuddin. As regards the reply, he may 
choose to give any reply he thinks best, but. Sir. he lias raised a constitu- 
tional i)oint. He says that so far as the re])ly is concerned, tlie reply is 
that of the last Government. If that is so, tlien I ask win) is this “I” in 
the answer to this question, namely, “ ‘T was .satisfied on examining the 
papers 1 ask who is this “I”? 

Tha Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is <nie of the held-over 
questions which should he obvious to lionourahle memhers if they had read 
the reply. I could not have received the question in November last. It is 
obvious, therefore, that I am speaking on behalf of the past Ministry. The 
Minister concerned liad approved this answer and tins (juestion would have 
been answered by him bud the question not been lield over iri the last session 
after some discussion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: This is a very vital point as 
to who is this “I” which Sir Nazimuddin is not disclosing. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The ex-Chief Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this point of order raises a very important 
question. When a question is asked from a Minister, the Minister in charge 
of the department for the time being is expected to give 
the reply. Whatever might have been done by the past Ministry even 
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wImh the replies are made ready, the procedure thit Ode ofide, F mettk the 
Assembly Office, follows is that these questions are returned for prepannff 
revised answers. I think I fifot on a file an answer like this, that this was 
‘the reply of the last Ministry , an<l I did return it sayinj? that the present 
Ministry should reply to the question and take the responsibility for the 
reply. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir. one nK>re word on tlie point. I would suggest 
that if an Hon’ble Minister doe.s not \\i.sh to make a reply to a held-over 
que.stion, tljen he should be allowed the right to withdraw that. But he 
must accept responsibilit> for the reply. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think this is a question of 
very grave constitutional importance 1 do luit see how u Minister wlio was 
not in office can accept responsibility for the uction.s of the previous 
Ministry. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is never expecte<l that a Minister who was not in 
charge at the time when the incident took place shouhl be matle responsible 
for it, but you can give your o^\ ii answer. 

fh% Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (living my own answer 

means that I will either ])e supporting or criticizing tlie action of the 
previous Ministry. How can I do tliat^ I did not discuss the matter with 
the then peojile and I <lo not know the cin uniNtances in whicli the previous 
Ministry passed the order. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Sii Nazimuddiii, 1 am sorr> that is not the point. 
The real point is tiuit when a (|ue''iion is askiMl «ir it a question is answere^l, 
the answer is the luisvei ot the Ministis tluMi in power. There ran he no 
(huibt ahfmt that. You may give an answer oi \ou may not give an 
answer. You may answ(*r in wliatever was \ou like, but it is \our answer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is <|uite true we have given 
the answer, hut, as I >ajd, as tar as this (pn-stion is eonceriied, we cannot 
give any answer to any su[)jdenientai\ (juestion. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker Sir, it was open to the 
Hon’hle Minister (o frame Ijis repiv in tins way: (lovernment received during 
the early part rd November a report sent b\ the bononrable member making 
certain allegations, etc.., and in answer to (< ) he might have said: (iovern- 
ment was .sati.sfied on examining the papers that there was no ground for 
taking action. Instead (»f doing that, he use^ tlie first person singular 
number, takes the entire responsibility for these an.sweih and in an absolutely 
uonchallaiit fashion now <Ii.H4>wns (he entire responsibility for the answers 
which l>egin with (he word “I”. One can never, have conceived such 
irresponsibility on the pait of a Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER; This discussion itself is wrong. That ought not to 
have been made. Questions and an.swers cannot fonu the baais of a 
discussion. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will these remarks be expunged from the 
proceedings ? 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED AtlS Sir, I would like to know 
procedure. Here a discussion has taken place on the presumption that a 
question has been framed 

Mr. SPEAKER! There cannot be any discussion on questions and 
answers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Supposing a question has been 
answered and the answer has been delivered on the floor of the House. 
There have been supplementary questions and answers to supplementary 
questions given. Is it possible for the present Ministry to withdraw the 
entire answers and give different replies? 

Mr. SPEAKER; This is a hypothetical case, and I am not going to 
consider it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that is what exactly 
happened. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not appear from this at all. If you bring in 
a concrete case, I will give my ruling. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I may say tliat these replies 
were given on the 24th March and the proceedings of that flay will show 
that. These answers w'ore already given on the floor of the Hf)use on the 
24th March. 

Mr. SPEAKER • In that case, the ]>ro]>er jnoccdure shouhl have been 
to return it to the A.ssembly (MHce .^tatinj^ all tht‘se tacts and then the proper 
thing would have been done b\ llie A>-enibly Ottice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was done. It was returned 
to the As.semhly Department and the\ sent it back. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into this matter personally and see w’hat 
hapi>ened, 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. You were pleased 
to observe that there cannot be any discu''>ion over a (piestion. So, will it 
be in order that this di.sciis.^ion shouhl remain in the proceedings.® 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into the matter. 

Further Supplementaries to Starred Question No. 27. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether the present Mini>trv takes re^pniisibilit\ for the answers 
whicli have been printed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has made statements on that point times without 
number. You cannot compel him to make any further statement. 
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Ufa OHARU CHANDRA ROYs In view of my last question whather 
Govarament is ready to form an enquiry committee to enquire into the 
Balurghat affair and the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister, will the 
"Hbn’ble Minister please state positively whether he is ready to hare an 
enquiry committee to enquire into this matter? This is a point of 
privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know how this question arises. My atten- 
tion has been drawn to the proceedings of the last session and it appears 
that this very answer was delivered and that has been printetl. There must 
have l)eeii some mistake somewhere and 1 will look into the matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, when this question has been 
replied to, may I j)iit tiuotioiis to elicit further information from the Hon’ble 
Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can always do that, hut it is jilain that there has 
been some mistake somewhere. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon'ldo Minister please 
state what were tlic allegations made in the rejiorl (d the member who put 
this (question? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have got nothing further 
to adil to what I have already stated in the answer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I refer to answer (c). In view of 
the fact that serious alleg'utions have been made )>y an lionourable member 
of this House and in view ui ail tiie discussion tlial has taken ]>luce just now’ 
over the qiiestitm. will the II<jn’ble Minister cfuisider the desirability of 
reopening the (juestion and examining the persons atfected by violent 
rejiression ? 

The Hon*ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the honour- 
able member to the replies given on the ‘J4th March. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: My (|uestifm is addros.sed to the present 
Government. The present Government has got nothing to do with that 
answer. 

The Hon’bie Khuraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the hr>nourable 
member to the answers given on the l?4th Mareh. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Are we to understand that the 
pre.sent Government is to be deemed to have heen acting on the 24th March? 

(No answer. ) 

Subetitution of Poundra Kshatriya for Pod. 

•28. Mr. PATIRAM ROY; (a) W ith reterenee to the rejily given to 
Clause (/;) of .starred question Xo. 7b of the 14th Decefnl)6r, JllK)9, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department Im? pleased to atate 
whether the matter is still under consideration? 
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(b) If tli« answer to (a) is ip the affirmative, will the Heb’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether any formal notification has been issued instruct- 
ing that the Pod Community should be mentioned in all documents as , 
Poundra Kshatriya? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy 
of — 

(f) the said notification; and 

(it) the Government of India’s note on it, if any ? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what step, if any, that has been taken on it?' 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of expediting 
the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) This Government has already recommended to the Secretary ot State 
through the Government of India that the name of the caste “Pod” in the 
Scheduled Castes Order should be changed to “Poundra Kshatriya”. The 
matter now rests entirely with the Secretary of State. 

Dopartmontal oxamination for promotion in the Calcutta Police Foroe. 

•29. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (o) AVill the Hon’ble Mini.sler in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it i.^ a fact that a 
system of departmental examination has been intrcaluced in the Calcutta 
Police Force for promotion oi officers in different ranks:' 

(/;) Is it a fact that junior officers after passing the examination have 
been promoted to higher ])ost in .suj)ersession of the claims of senior officers 
W’ho have passed the said examination previously? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): Xo coini>etitive examination is held, but tests are 

held to see whether officers have ac(}uired sufficient professional knowledge 
for promotion. 

^(h) and (c) This is l)ound to happen i>ccasionally. Passing the examina- 
tion qualifies an officer to be considered for promotion but selection for pro- 
motion is not made according to seniority on the date on which an officer 
passes the examination but primarily on merit taking seniority also into 
consideration. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the sufferers are very often found to belong 
to the Muslim community? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU No, that i« not correct. 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: Is it not a fact that an officer passing 

departmental test is not supersedetl by an officer of the same grade as 
a rule in grade promotion but in rank promotion only? 

Khtil Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Preference is given to merit. I ^ 
may explain the position because there may be some misunderstanding. 
The procedure adopted is that a test is held to see whether an officer is 
qualified to earn his promotion aiijl when an officer jmsses the test then his 
case is considered by a selection board composed of the (Commissioner of 
Police who presides, and of all the Deput\ Commissioners and Assistant 
( omuiissiouer.s of P«dice. The ca.se of each individual officer is considered 
by the Hoard. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to ^ive you a bit of advice. Don’t be 
long; be lirief. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. What I want to say is 
there can be no grievance regarding .'♦uiier.sessicn. 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: My (question has not been answered, 
Sir. Is it not u fact that an officer passing tlu‘ ilepurtiiiental test is not 
auperseded as a rule by an officer of the same grade in grade promotion!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that 

seniority is not the only criterion. Many things are taken into considera- 
tion, but merit is the primar\ consideruti<m for promotion. 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: My question has not lieeu answered 
yet, Sir. Is it not a fact that in grade promotion merit is considered f* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Merit is always taken into 

consideration. 

Mr. BREAKER: The principles are always there, seniority pliu merit. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to .state in how many cases, if any, the i laiius of senior officers have 
been 8Ui>erse<led 't 

Mr. BREAKER: That is a vague question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometimes senior officers are 
superseded for the reasons I have already stated. 

Loans to small Juto-growers out of the grtnt of tho Contrtl Covommofit. 

*30. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the llou’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue De[>artraent lx* pleased to state — 

(a) the amount which the Central (ioveniment advanced to this Provinc/ 
in la.st October of IfMiJ for loans to small jute-growers to enable 
them to hold their stock till prices improved; 

(h) the amount that has been distributed up to date; 
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(c) the reasons for not distributing the whole Amount or the major 

portion of it, as the case may be ; and 

(d) whether any conditions of restriction were laid before distribution; 

if so, what were they ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Terek Neth Mukerjee): (a) Rs. 1,00,00,000. 

(h) Rs.6,10,427. 

(c) When the decision to issue these loans was taken the price of jute 
was as low as lls.3-8 per maund. By the end of November (1942), however, 
the price rose between R8.8-4 and Rs.O per maund. It was, therefore, con- 
sidered unnecessary to help the small growers to hold their jute and conse- 
quently further distribution of these loans was stopped. 

(d) Yes. The following instructions in the matter were issued: — 

“(a) The loan shall only })e grunted on the production of a licence 
granted by the appropriate officei oi the Jute Regulation Depart- 
ment stating the area on which the applicant was licensed to 
grow jute in 1942 and a statement by the grower that he still 
holds jute to the value of at least twice the amount of the loan 
applied for. 

“(h) Loans shall be granted under rule 6 (.5^ of the rules under the 
Agriculturists Loans Act on joint lK)nd of a body of 5 or more 
CO- villagers. 

“It is to l)e noticed that harffadar$ are also eligible for loans on the joint 
bond system under rule 6(.5). 

“(c) The distribution of those loons shall be made under the special 
rules 19 to 25. 

• ♦***•• 

“(c) The applicant’s licence shall be endorsed with the amount of the 
loiin granted to him and he shall be clearly warned that any 
default in repayment will render him ineligible for a licence to 
grow jute in 1943.” 

Millivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what has been done with the unexpended portion of the money Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ritimately it has 
got to Ih? refunded. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (c) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state what was the i)rice of rice when 
jute was sold at Rs. 8-4 and Rs. 9 a maund? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: This question does 
not arise out of that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: The qiiestion is whether the price of 
jute went up when the rice was selling at a higher price? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS That question does not arise. 
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unstarred questions 

(aiuwcfB to which were laid on the tahle) 

Recruitmaiit in Bengal Junior Civil •erviee. 

10. Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: ^a) Will the Hoa ble MinUter in 
charge of the* Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the number of appointments made in the cadre of the Bengal Junior 
Civil Service (Executive) this ^ear; and 

(li) the numl>er (»f them that are — 

(1 ) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims y 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be also please<l to state — 

(i) the reason of appointing so large a niimbei; and 

(?/) whether these pcists are temporary!^ 

The Hon'ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (o) (i) 155. 

(if)(l)o8. 

(2) 19. 

(3) 78. 

(h) (/) The hoiKnirahle member is referred t(» the Home (Appointment) 
Department notificatuni No. 42(l2A., dated the 7th t)ctol«‘r, 1942, published 
at page 2420 of the Calcutta Gazette, dated the 22nd October, 1942. 

(«) Yes. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point , of information, Sir. 
May I know why the Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Xazimuddin is answering this 
question and not the H<»n’hle Nuwab Musharruft llosiRaiiiK 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter entirely for the Ministers. It is 
not for you hi ask. 

Babu MADHUSUOAN SARKAR: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 

pleased to explain whether tho*»e appHintmenfH were made according to the 
Communal Katio Service Rules of 1940? 

Khan Bahdur MOHAMMED ALi: No, Sir. 

Babu ‘MADHUSUOAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble MiniRier be 

pleaded to state the reasons for that? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was decided by the then 
Ministry that it was not necessarj’ to apply those rules. The last Ministry ^ 
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held that in the urgency of finding officers to carry out the policy of Govern- 
ment in the Department of Civil Supplies the special rules regarding commu- 
nal ratio should not apply. The Revenue Department, the Co-operative Credi t ^ 
Dei)artment and the Jute Department were asked to nominate their best 
men for appointments to the temporary posts in the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon bie - Minister be 
pleased to state whether no suitable Scheduled Caste candidates from these 
departments were available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Suitable candidates who w'ere 
available were ai)pointed to the posts. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether by this new necessity the iormer Communal Ratio 
Service Rules were overruled ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, by the lust Ministry. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
t) state the principle and p(dicy which were followed in making these 
appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already answered that 
(luestion. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state w’hether this Ministry will undo the wrong done by the 
last Ministry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ap]>ointment8 have already 
been made, and it is not possible to undo the apj)ointinente. But the 
present Ministry will strictly adhere to the Communal Ratio Service Rules. 

In future all appointments will be made in accordance with these rules. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In view of the fact that there has 
been a very small number td’ rtHTuit.s from amongst the Scheduled Castes, 
as wdll aj>l)ear from reply (ol (ii) (2), will the Government he jdeosed to 
state whether in future adequaW comi>eiisation will he made in the matter 
of their reiTuitinent in the Bengal Junior Civil Service? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Govemnrent will certainly look 
into it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: On a iK>int of information, Sir. It 
appears that tbe Ministers have delegated |H)wers to their 1‘arliamentary 
Secretaries. May we know whether any commitment made by the Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries would be binding on the Ministers? 


Tha Hoii’hia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Of course. 
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Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
Trhether in this matter of recruitment, f'ominuiial Ratio Rules are applicable 
the case of other communities? 

KImii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is ajiplirahle in all rases. 

Collective fines on the residents of Barakar in Burdivan distriot. 

11. Mr. ISWAB das JALAN: Will the Hon'hle Minister in charfte 
of the Home Department he plea.sed to .state — 

(ft) the amount of culle(“tive fine.s impo.*.etl on the resiilenls of Rarukar 
in Runlwun di^tnct; 

(h) the extefit ot <lama|^e ilniie to tlie haid place during' the last 

Tm>vement ; 

(r) tfie reasons lor impositinn (d the line; anil 

(fl ) tlie naniC'. ol the jiei'-oiis from whom the said fine has heen realised? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: IN.o.ihio 

{h) Kitchen sheiU ol the Urliet ( enlle at Haiakai weie hurnt. 

(c» I’he reasons aie >^i\en in panigiaph 1 ot the District Magistrate of 
Rurdw'uirs oidiM. a c(>p\ ot which is l.inl on the hihraiN Tahle. ^ 

{(h A list oi jissessoos 1.. laid on the Lihiaix Taldc. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN! W dl the Ilon’lde Minister he pleased 
to state wli\ a detiiiite aii^wei h.is not heen gi\i*n to i|Ui'Hlion ( // ) , viz , the 
extent of daniaije done to the said place during the last ino\emeiit? 

<No answer.! 

Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Si:. I want this ipiestion to hi* held over. 

1 don t find the Distiifl Magist rati* '* ordi*r on the l,ihfai\ 'ralde, u <’opv 
of which l.s siiid to liaM* heiii laid there Therefoie I suggest that this 
tjuestioii may he held o\er 

Mr. SPEAKER: [ will «‘n«juire into it, and for the time being il may 
be held over. 

( Acrordingl\ Unsiarred (^ue-stion No, |] was hcdd o\et.i 

Dacca Gymkhana Races. 

12 . Mr, DHANANJOY ROY: (//> Will the lion'hle Mini*<ter in charge 
of the Home Department he pleaserl to state — 

(i) whether (loverniiient servant either of the Ibacca ( ’ollectorale or <*f 

the office (jf the Dacia Divisional Cornmis.sioner, is allowed to 
serve part lime on the Dtiica (fymkhana Races: and 
(it) w'hether the principle of not allowing Ifovernment servant to any 
other jolw other than (Jo^ernment jtdis in followed by the police 
and Communications and W’orks Department of Dacca? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

12 
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The Hoit’hle IChwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No. 

(ti) aiifl ib) Government on the recommendation of the local officers at 
Dacca permitted certain Government servants to work in the Dacca Gymkhana 
Itaces. I do not propose to withdraw the permission ^rant/cd so long as tlT^^ 
local officers are satisfied that the work in their offices does not suffer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister Ik* pleased 
to state who were the officers on whose recomniendatifm Goveniinent permitted 
certain (Government servants to w{)rk in the Dacca (Gymkhana Kacesf^ 

Khsn Bdhsdur MOHAMMED ALI: The Distiict Magistrate. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mill the Hrm hle Minister he pleased to 
state whether he is satisfied that the District Magistrate himself is not 
interested in any way in the (Gymkhana Races' 

Khflfl B&hadur MOHAMMED ALI: The whole ans\v(‘r can be given in 
this way; When the District Magistrate found that the work of the. 

( a>llectorate suffered and the clerks of the Gcdlectoratt* w’ere required ft>r 
work there, they w'ere withdrawn from the Gymkhana Races, and the 
clerks of the (’ollectorate are now no longer pennitted to work in the 
(Gymkhana IWes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I want to know whefh(*r the District 
Magistrate is interested in any way in the Gymkhana Races? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I think not 
Sanitary condition of Coalundo subdivision in the district of Faridpur. 

^3. Mauivi AHMEDALI MRIDHA: Is the Hon’hle Minister in 

charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 

aware — 

(t) that in the subdivision of (Goaluudo in the district of Faridpur, the 
rivers Paflma and Madhumati cover tlje east, north, west and 
major part of the south extremities of the subdivision; 

(it) that the rivers Chatra and Chandaua flow through the heart of 
the subdivision ; 

{Hi) that innumerable channels and water-courses take their courses 
from the above rivers and flow throughout the length and breadth 
of the subdivision ; 

<ir) that RengnI and Assam Railway main line, ‘several lines for shift- 
ing of the (Goalumh» ghat, the Durgapur line, Dhawapara line, 
Pangsa ghat line, K. R. Railway line, the Faridpur branch line 
arc the railway emlwnkments existing in the subdivision; 

(r) that almost the whole sub<livision is encireded by the embankments; 

(ri) that there are 19 railway stations in the subdivision; 

(Hi) that the railway lines have choked most of the water-courses and 
channels and the rest have l>een strangulated ; 

(rili) that in a year of normal flood water does not enter the country- 
side; and 
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(wr) that the whole guhdivision is now full of stagnated areaa full ol 
weeds and shrubs and polluted water whieh is endangering 
public healthy 

(b) If the answer to {a) ^i.r) is in the uflirniative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do the ttt»veriinient propt>«e to take 
in the matter Y 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MiuIyI 
dalakiddin Ahmad): (o) (m The river 1‘adnia c<»\ers the whole of the 
northern and eastern bouiulai ies. The Madhiimati covers the major pi>rlion 
(d‘ the western or rather south-we-'t^Tii ]Mmnd.»r\. (hi the north-weat and 
on the south the suhdivi>i(ui is houndetl h\ the Kustia and the Satlajr 
subdivisions. 

(u) The river ('handana passes through the heart of the sulHlivision 
while the (’hatra which is small in length lies in the western part of tho 
subdivision. 

(t/V) and (n ) Yes, 

(i?) The Ilengal and Assam Itailway line j>asses chtse to the northern 
boundary of the sulidivision and forms one long emhunkmeiil . The Kulu- 
khali-llhatiupara line inisse> along the <eiitral part of the sulslivision and 
is more or less jiarallel to th(‘ rner (’han<lana except at the southern |mrt 
of the subdivision whore it goes near the Madhiimati ruer. 

(r/) There are at present Ifi railway stations within the subdivision. 
{vii} The water-<‘ourse*i hu\e been choked whi( h may he due partly to 
railway embankments and partly to natural <auses. 

(rm) In years of normal flood water doe?, md enter some pfiriions of 
the sulidivi.siou. 

(ijp) The subdivision is dot(e<l with stagnateil areas full of weeds and 
shnilw which affect public health. 

(h) The re-excavation of the Mrigichatra khtilx within the sulalivision 
has already l>een undertaken, the contour survey of the area completed and 
the question of resuscitation of the t 'handana and the Ilarusia rivers taken 
up. 


Mtuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1h the Ilon'lde Minister aware that 
in the suMivision of (loalundo there was an ariite distress in and this 

year again there is a famine due to failure of i rops and due to other rausesP 

Kluui Sthib HAM I DU ODIN AHMAD: This is not the proper depart- 
ment concerned. 

Maulwi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is the Parliamentary* Secretary 
prepared to take up this question with the Irrigation and Agriculture 
Departments of Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: That is, I think, a request for 
action. 



168 


QUESTIONS. 


[7th July, 


llauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pkaAed to state whether the Hon’ble Minister considers it desirable to take 
up this question in consultation w4th his colleapues in the Irrijration 
Revenue Departments? 

Khan Sahib HAM I DUD DIN AHMAD: The fiue-ition may be examined, 
but it is not the LfK'al Self-Oovenimerit Department which is primarily 
concenied with the (juestion of famine. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister for whom he is anawerinf]^ 
this (piestion will be pre]uired to take an initiative? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I caniu»t say ott-hand. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will tlm parliamentarj- Secretary 
be pleased to state whether to ^nve relief the ]>eople who are suffering 
from staj^naiicy of water in that quarter, (iovernment are prepariujsr a 
scheme for resuscitutinji the river (’handana? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I N\aiit notbe 

Further Supplementaries on Unstarred Question No. 12. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hetcue \ou (lc<-lare. Sir. that the 
questions aiv oxer, may I crave \our indulj^encc and that ot the lloirble 
the (’hief Minister to put one (»r tno sup])lemeutar\ questions on (luestio.n 
No. Iv? My ({Uestion is wliether the (tovernment st‘rvants who have been 
permitted to take up part-time work iii tin* Dacca (ixuikhana Har-es are 
receiviufjf any remuneration oi .salarx tor the sjmiic in accordama* with the 
pn»vi.sions lamtained in the fundamental Rules 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. tin y draw some remuneration. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: From whom? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: From the ( luh 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it ^ixen under the Fundamental 
Rules ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No; it is i^nven In special permis- 
sion of (fovernment. 

Further Supplementaries on Unstarred Question No. 11. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: May. I, Sir, with your kind permi.? 
sion put a further supplementary question on Unstarred Question No. 11? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (h), namely, 
that the kitchen sheds of the Relief Centre at Burakar were burnt, to the 
question as to the extent of damajre done to the said place during the last 
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niovement, waii not tin? lint* ot Ks. 5,0tK) oxcesi^ivo rompaml to the amall 
damage done!^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I nndenstand, 
this is again a thing tliat haj»jH*ned in tin* past, hut 1 du not think that the 
fine had anything directly to do with the damage. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether (hjverninent are prepared to g^iie us the actual 
extent of damage i" Tlii.N i> a matter which ought to he known, to (jovern- 
ment. whether it ((uo-crmsl the pa?.! Ministrx oi the ])r<*senty 

Mr. SPEAKER: H e has given some answer. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I {isk hu notice. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN: Now. the If n *l»le Minister wants notice. 
The (|ueHtion itseli refers ti* the extent of damage and so muice is already 
there. 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A.tnallv the extent of 
damage is inentiont*d aln'.idx in tin* answer. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: K that Kn^h hy 

Mr. SPEAKER: It max 1 •e Knglisli m Bengali oi anything else. Hut 
that is tile wa\ the Hon'hle Minister has rho'-en to reply, 4ind I haie under- 
stood that tiiat is hi" an"Wer. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleaaed 
to state whether it is a tact that tiic amount of jM*ri:ilt\, 1 mean Hs. rj,0()0, 
is much mole than tlie value ot tlie shed that was huint thereJ* 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think the answer ought to 

he ohvious to the hon(nirahl<* iiiemher, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the \h m’hh* Minister he pleu^i<*d 
to state on what ha.sis the troverninenl is imposing the collective fine}' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That v\as im|*osed huig ag<n 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the H.m'l.le Minister he pleased 
to state what will he their jioliey with regard to this ccdlertive fine — whether 
they will support it or they will opp4rse iti' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ({Uestion <htes not arise. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS 4 ALAN: !•* it a fact that out of lU. .*'),0B0 about 
Ks. have In^en realised only fnun the Murw'arisf' Is there any reoftfin 

liehind it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS 4ALAN: N Otiie is there; the list (*f the persona is 
also there. 1*1 it not a ta<*t that out oi Its. about Ks, have been 

realised from the Marwaris? 

Tht Hofi*bl 0 Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 
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Ruling on the Point of Order raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjae on the 
6th July, 1943, with regard to the admissibility of motions for Demands 
for Grants. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order jdea.se. I have now g’oi to g^ive a decision on 
the j)(>int of order raised with regard t4> the demand for grant. The 
question for iny decision i» wdiether or not the nndious for demands for 
grants as projmsed to l>e made by the Government are in order. They have 
been atta^‘ked as out of order on the following grounds: — 

(1) That the budget is one unitary document and cannot be dealt with 

I)iecemeul as projMwd by the Government. 

(2) That on the prorogation of the Assembly all previous proceedings 

relating to the budget lai)sed aubmiatically. 

(d) That the G-overnor’s proclamation under section 9d together with 
his authfvrisation of ex|>enditure under i>ara|L*raj)h 3 of the said 
j>roclamation have the effect of wijdng out all jirevious |>rot*ee<l- 
ings of the Assembly relating to the budget held in February- 
April Session. 

(4) That the motions themselves !)eing for indefinite sums contravene 
’ the |)rovisionH of the law. 

It ai)pears me that tin* law contem})lates tlie annual financii^l state- 
ment to he one single (‘omjdete document to he prepared l>y the Government, 
laid hcf(>re the Assemhly, dis<‘ussed and %oted upon !)y it ami authenticated 
by the Govenior. 1 further think that the law aUo conteni])latt^ that the 
whole pnK’edure should he (‘ompb^ted in one st*SNi<ni of the Assemhly within 
the time-limit to he fixed h\ the Governor in accordance with the rules 
framed by him under tlie proviso to se<'tion 84 of the (n)vernriieiit of India 
Act, Ul'lT). It is <'lear to me that the law is defecti\e iiia,smuch ua it has 
not provided for contingencies which could have been forestH'ii in view of 
the provisions of se< tion of the Government of India Act. It may be 
that the frunjers of the Act contemplated that even in cases where the 
Governor would assume responsibility for the administration in case of a 
breakdown of the constitution the exj)eudituro im urred by him would have 
to be placed hefoie tbe Assemhly. It may he noted in this connection, as 
admitted by the Hoirble Finance Minister, Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, 
that it is the inherent right of this House to vote 8Ui>pIies and the absence 
of any provision in tlie Act mukiug the exjienditure incurred by the 
Governor during the section 93 administration even charged on the revenue 
is very significant. It is noteworthy that even charge<l expenditure is 
subject to discussion, though not to vote, of this House. This view, how- 
ever, takee n(> noti(‘e of the fact that there may he caries where the operation 
of section 93 would last for a very long time covering a period of one finan- 
cial year or over. It upjiears to have been accejited in some other provinces 
in India that the authorisation hy the Governor for exjienditure for the 
jieriod during which station 93 would be in operation is not subject to 
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liineussioti or vote In* the Asseiiihly. Thus where section 9‘J has been in 
operation from hefiire the finaiuial year, the pnH'eilure followed in Oriasa 
' and Assam has been tliat only that part of the hudjjret which was covered 
by the period after the rev(H‘ation of the jinsdumation under set'tion 9^1 was 
discussed and voted upon by the House. The rules rejfanlinfr the time for 
presentation of the budj^'et, etc^, could not, for obvious reasons, be complied 
wi^h. Section 78 of the Act does iH»t prescribe any time when the financial 
statement is to be presented thoujrh Rule TJ of the (lovernor’s Rules does. 
It is only reasonable to hold that in extruonlinary circumstances not 
covered by the law it should be permissible to place the annual financial 
statement even after the year has commenced or proceeded further. I do 
not think there can he any serious objection to such a prtx'edure. But the 
main question that arises for consideration by me on the present point of 
f>rder is. not about the time when the hud^’et should he preeente<l, but the 
propriety or lef?-ality of dealin^r with the budget piineineal in more than 
one session. There is no precedent for a case like this. It is contended by 
the Cippositiori that such a pns edure is not permissihle finder the law. It 
is further ^‘ontended that on tlie prorojrution of the House all pendiuK* busi- 
ness of the si'ssion lajJM*'* e.\cej)( tlioM* which ur«‘ sj»ecifi(’ally providwl for. 
It is said that in the j>resenl case on the pron^f^ation of tin* Asstunhly by His 
Excellency the (b>veriio! <ui (lie 24tb .\piil. HM l, all pns’eediiij^s in that 
session lelaiin^^ (<• the l)ud^''el lapvd that a treih hud^^et for the whole 
year should have been |»reM*nt<*d and all to^nlallti^‘^ eoniplied wilb afresh. 

There is a ^nkmI <leal of ioree in this ar^runo*nt. Seetion 7-1 of the 
Governineiit of India Act makes express provision f(»r savinj^^ of Hills pend- 
ing'’ at the time of prorogation 'I’liere is no sueh piovision with re;.nird to 
matters relatiiif; t<^ the budo-et. It has been stated that rule 19 of the 
Ben^ral lye^^i.slaf ive .Xs^unblv I’rocedure Rules speaks of all pending notices 
and that in this ease ( f(>v eriiment have ^iveii notice of deiminds which 
accordinir to them lapsed. In other words. (lovenmient H contention is that 
the hudj^-et havin^» lH*en presented and diseiis.sed as provided for by the Act 
and the Rules, it lias remained ther«* unaffected in any way by the pn>n>fra- 
tion rom[»Ieted partly and unfinished partly and all that wiw neci*swary for 
the Government t<» do was Pi put in fresh notice f(>r the demands which 
were not voted upon for the consideration of the House and n(»fhinii;r more 
was needed. Whereas it has hwn eonlended In the OpjHmition that all 
proceedinijp* relating to the hu<l>ret in the jirevious session were dead and 
jrone immediately mi the pn»n>^ation of the sessi<»n. The presence of savinft' 
clauses in the Government f»f India Act relutiiijf to Bills and the absence 
of similar provif»ion.s relatiri^r U> the bud><s?t in the Act or in the Rulea 
coupled with the provision in the proviso ih) to .seetion 84(7) of the Govern- 
ment of India Art and the Rules framed therininder indieab* to my mind 
that, far from contemplating that the budget could be dealt with piecemeal 
in different se.ssions, the law contemplates that the wliole thing should be 
done in one session within the time-limit prescriWd by the rules. That in 
why there appears to he a provi^iion ft»r what is called “guillotining”. I 
doubt very much if the budget can l>e considered piecemeal in more than 
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one Hession. The provinions of section 78 to section 84 of the Government 
of India Act and Rules 12 to lo of the Governor’s Rules framed under the 
j)roviH(j to .sul>-scction (7) of section 84 of the Government of India Act 
seejti to indicate this. Hut it is not necessary for me to j?ive any definite 
oiu'nion ahout it in \iew of my opinion relatin^r to the other grounds. 

Assuming for the sake of argument that such a ])iecemeal treatment of 
tlie budget is i)ermissihle under the law tliere appears, in my opinion^ 
another difficulty in the way of the G<»vernment. On the dlst of Mareh^ 
the Governor issued the proclamati<»n under section 9-1 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act suspending the <‘onstitution. In exercise of the powers 
taken under paragrajdi d of the «aid i)rordamation the Governor on the same 
dat(* authorised a budget whi<*h is 4*xactly the same as the liudget which 
was originally piesented im-luding that part which was actually voted upon 
and passed hy the Legislature. It is clear, therefore, that even before the 
pror(>gation of the Assembly by the G(»vernor the budget demands already 
assented to by the Assembly had been treated h\ him as n(>t <'ompleted to 
be acted upon uml in my opinio!i this wa> rightly done The Government’s 
contention now is that on the rt*\ocation (d the pj-rtclamat ion on the 24th of 
Aj)rit, I94‘h the .Vssembly was restored, in spite of tin* said authorisation 
for expenditui’e and the subse<jm‘nt ]u<u’ogation h\ the G«*vernor, to the 
position in whi(di it stood on the 29th oi Mar<*h. IfM'l. The\ , at the same 
time, maintain tliat the Assenihl\ must not con''i(h*r tiie ex])enditure 
incurred by the Gov<*rnor between the Ut of .\pril, 194*». and the 24th of 
April, 194d, even in respe<t of the demands for uiants wdiicb were still 
iKUiding for consideration of the A^'semhly on th<* 29th of March, 194'>. 
This, to my mind, ap)K*ars to be an untenable i>osition. You cannot blow 
h<d and c(dd at the same time. In one breath you s;iy that in respect of 
the budget the Assembly has betui ivstored to the p(»sition in which it stood 
on the 29th March, 1949, and in the same breath you say that the Assembly 
stauds in the position where the Governor left it on tlie 24th April, 1943. 
Either of the positions may be tenable, but not both. If piwemeal treat- 
ment of the budget is permissible under the law, about which I have grave 
doubte, the Government must either place a new budget for the demands 
which they now jiropose io make for the ]>eriod from the 2oth April, 1943, 
to the 31st Marcli, 1944, (U* they must t<*tall\ igmue the authc^risation of 
expenditure by the Governor under these heads during the ]>eriod fnun the 
1st April, 1943, to 24tli April. 1943, and place the (uitire unfinished jHution 
of the budgt't tor the (‘onsi«leration and vote of the llou'-e. It is n(»t for me 
now to advis<^ the Government as t(* what the\ slum Id do. But there apjiears 
tu be no ew’ape from this position. 

In my opinion there is a good deal of force in the cmitention of the 
(Opposition that the motions as intended to be move<l are too indefinite and 
vague for consideration of the House. Goveniiutuit have not given any 
indication whatst>ever as to the amount of expenditure between the Ist 
April, 1943, and the 24th April. 1943. They maintain that it is not 
possible to dt» so. 1 am sure it is not jirai tieahle to g-ive the exact figures, 
but 1 have grave doubts whether or not an approximate amount can be 
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gireai. In budget iiuaiis estimate'^ of probable receipts and expendi- 

ture. I tliink there are ways out of the difficulty, but when Government 
maintain that it is impossible, it is not for me to give them advice. In this 
connection it may be mentioned that approximate figures were supplied by 
the Assam and Orissa Goveniment.s when they presented the budget in the 
middle of the year on the revocation of the priKdamat iiui by the Governor. 

The motions as they stand without the slightest indiiution as U\ tho 
amount of exiamdituie incurred during the period between the 1st April, 
194d, and the 24tli April, l!l4'b are, I am afraiil, inadmissible and not in 
order. 

I think, tlieielore, that I ha\e ^:ot no other altmaative but t4» uphold 
the jjoint of order raised, and I rub* that the motions tor demands for 
grants are out i)f order. 

The House stamU adjourned till 4-4o p.m. t<unoriow. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hut. sir, there is uo businesn 
tmuorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: lu tliat e.ise m\ itnlei ot adjournuu'iit till tomorrow 
will staml eaneelled. 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tlore i^ the Nou Agrieulturul 

Bill; it can be taken up tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is wh\ I adpuirm**! the Ibuise till Umiorrow. 
My first order regarding adjoin nmetit till tomorrow stamls. 

Adjournment. 

The Hou.se was then adjourned at ]>.m. till 4>4o p.rn. on Tbursrluy, 
the 8th July, I94d, at the As,seml)ly Ifouse, C’ab iittn. 
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Proceedings of the 'Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S* 

Thf Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursdajs the 
8th July, 11)43, at 4-4o p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Xausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Small industries in Bengal and their diffloidties. 

*31. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Commene. Lal>our and Industries iJepartment he pleased 
to stale whether he is aware of the ditfic ultjes and war-time problems which 
the large numl>er of small and mid<lle-.sized industiies are facing? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the afhrmative, uill the Hon’hle Minister 
he plens(»d to state what steps, it an_\, (lovernnuMit piojM)se to take in the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (r/* Yes 

(h) Every effort has been and is being made hv the Dirt'ctor of Indu-^- 
tries in eollaboration with aj>pn)pnate autlmi ito's lor removal of difficulties 
W'henever these have been brought to hi" not joe. A statement showing the 
aetion so tar taken in individual case> is laid on the Library Table. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN:- On a perusal of the statement on the 
Library Table, 1 find that applications hove been forwarded to certain 
officials. Is that all the acti(»n that has been taken 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Because we have received 
no further complaints from the persons we assume that nej essary action has 
been taken on the applications forwarded. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that due to war conditions the Department of 
Industries, Bengal, has taken a contract from the Government of India as 
regards some of the small industrie.s like .u>la hat and other small industries, 
as a result of which small indu.strial people like the soh hat manufacturers 
have been much affected? 

Tho Hon’blf Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I submit. Sir. that this 
question does not arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVhat i.s the question? 
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Df« ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, my que»»tion is whether the 
Hou’ble Minister i> aware that the Department of Industries, Ben^fal, has 
taken a rontract from the (lovernment of India rejrardinpr sofa hats and by 
that small industrial people like >olo hat manufaetnrers have been ntuch 
affected? The solo hat maniitaeture I eite jo* only an example. I want to 
know whether the tfovernment of Bengal is aware that they have taken 
away from the hands of small industrial people many such home industries 
as a consequence thereof. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point if. whether th.it supplementary question 
arises out of the present question. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Here the question is: **Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the ('ommerre. Labour and Iiuhistries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is aware of the difficulties and war- 
time problems which the larjre number of small and middle-sized imlustries 
are facing?”? I sa> thi^ ■'MmII and middle-sized imlustries, as for exanqile 
solo hat industry, ho>ier\ imlii-'trx and other ■^m h indiiNtries have been much 
affected by the activities of the Indu-'tnes Department of the (iovernment of 
Bengal due to the contract they have taken from the t iovernment of India. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Do \ou want to know whether that is a fact or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The Industries Depart- 
ment have not taken an\ contiact. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: I have not heard the Hotrbie 
Minister’s rejily. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He denies it 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon'lde Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fai't that small industries liave slojiped their 
work due to shortage of coal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; Yes. 

Miulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will tiie Hon'hle Minister he 

pleased to state what dehnitt* .^tep.> (iovernment aie taking (o remove that 
difficulty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; Shortage of coal in a 
matter under the control of the (iovernment of India, and whenever araall 
industries approach the Director of Industries he takes ntjcessary action to 
relieve them of their trouble, 

Miulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will tim Hon'ble Minister l>e 

pleased to sfate whether the (iovernment are taking any effective steps 
remove transport difficulties? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It is not possible for the 
Government of Bengal. 
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Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In reply to a qiiention of mine the 
Hon ’hie Minister sairl t hat Government was not aware, may I .know 

Mr. SPEAKER: Onler, order. He has definitely stated that the 
Industries Dejmrtmeiit have taken no contract . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, I wish to ask a supplementary 
(juchtion whether the Hoir})le Minister is aware that Mr. S. ('. Mitter, 
Direct'or of Industries, llen^al, wliether in his personal capacitj' or in his 
official capacity, lias taken any contract from the Government of India 
lej^ardinjf these thing’s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN ; As far as I am aware, — 
J am speakings offhand — the Director of Industries as such lias not taken 
any contract hut he as the ag^ent oi the Government of India is managing: 
certain works for the Government of India. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is it a fact that this taking of 

agency h> one of the ini]M»rtant officers oi the Government of Dengal has 
affected to a great extent the small ami middle-sized industries of Bengal 
and are the (ioverniiHUii of Bengal prepared to tak<* account of that? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will tlie Hon’hle Minister he 
jileased to state wliethei- tht* ag'cncx has ]»et‘n taken xxith the consent of the 
Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; Yes, Sir The then 

Government did give their consent. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon )>le Minister he 

pleased to state whether it is a tact that hefore gning the agency the India 
Government made it a condition that the s.ml Diiector of Industries will 
jiurchase the things reijuircil from the local small industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state the p(dic> of the present (iovernnient ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, with regard to what? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With res]>ect to his answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He sa>s that the consent was given by the previous 
Government. Out of that this question d<»es not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: 1 want to know whether the present 
(fovernment a}»prove of the (‘onsent given by the former Government. 

Mr* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. Y'ou may ask whether 
the Governmeut are considering the desirability of withdrawing their 
conaent ? 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: That is my view-point. 
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Til# HOfl*bl# Mr. Khwij# SHAHABUODINs T^e presient Goverumeiit 
have not connideml that nmtter yet. 

Of. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK* Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

pleaeed to state whether the present Government ailinit that thi.s action of 
Mr. S. C. Mitter is puttm^jf ditticuhies in the way of small imlustriesl^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not the action of Mr. Mitter. It is the action 
of the Government of Benjjal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state that the activities ol the Director of IndiHtrie.s are only for 
war purposes and specially concerned with the making of camoiiflaffed neta, 
hats for the army and now lents'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUD0IN: These uctivitit*s are in 
addition to his normal duties. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Will the II. .n lie Minister be 

pleased to state when the a^iuic\ w.is aeeepie.l 1*\ (he Dire, lor of Industries P 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As tar •> 1 remember. 

during.- the regime ot tin* last .Ministix. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirbie Minister be pleased 
to state if he or an\ ..f hi" tiiend.s ha> actually seen the ma^nufieent lint 
factory started h\ the Dir.-i'i.u ot In.iustries and salisfied hinisidt jMMsonally 
or throuj^h his triends that the u.uk is bein^*- .lone ,salistaej.>ril\ P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 'I'he adje('tive “magni- 
ficent” which 111) trien.l has used is bis. hut I liave visited the factor) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is your opinion about it P 

Mr. SPEAKER: An) .juestion of opinion cannot arise 

Compensation paid to the people affected by evacuation scheme in Pent 

subdivision. 

Mr. HARENORA KUMAR 8UR: (^/) Will the Hoidble Mini.ster 
in charfTc ot the l^e\enue J)e[)artment be jdeased t.. state— 

(i) how many villu^e.s have I>een evacuated within the Terii Milwlivi- 

aion since April lust ; 

(ii) what is the number of peojde rendereil homeleKs as a result ot 

evacuation ; 

(lit) what is the scale fi.\ed by the Gcjvernment re^jardiii); payment of 
coni[>eusation with resj>ect to (I) hrmiestead land, (Ii) ffurdenji, 
and ('D cultuiable lamls prmluciu^r paddy and rnht crops ; and 

(ir) what was the value ot the juo.Iuce at the time when the scale 
wa.H fixed P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to .state the date or time 
when the scale aforesaid was fixed ? 
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{(■) Ih <he HoriMile Minister aware of the fact that the value of the 
agriculhirul j)io(lwre has iIKTea^e<l more than double the value when the 
.-scale was fixed 

((/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether on the 
ba^n** of the juesent value of the ai^iicultural pioduce compensation will 
be allowed to the owners or occupiers of lands whose lands have been or will 
b<^ acciuiied at the present time toi defence purposes? 

(r) Will the Ifrjri’ble Minister be jileased to state the scale fixed for 
awarding conifKuiKation to the evacuees referred to in ((i){iii) for the 
districts of Chitta^^on^, Tip])era and Xoakhali, separately? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (//) (m and (?m. It is not ip the public 
interest to disclose such information. 

(Hi) floverninent have iMsued sireneral in^tnictioTis indicating: how coin- 
I)euaation is to be assessed and paid ; but no M ales as contemplated in the 
(jupstion have been fixed. 

(fr), (//) and (c) Do not arise. 

(fl) (\)nii>ensation for arable land is j)ayable on the basis of the eiop 
juices ffenerally i»revailinj>: at the time of payment. 

(r) The scales at which compensation is beinj^ ])aid for various items in 
the districts are not readily available. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat those j^eneral instructions arc which have been issued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Those instructions 
which have been issued were published in two Pres.s Notes, dated the 27th 
July, 11142, ami bth August. 1942. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Does it not fix the amount of 
compensation to be paid per acre of land? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; No, Sir, compensa. 
tion is paid in each individual case on its own merits. 

Mr. DftllRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state whetlier any instructions have been issued subsequent to 
the instructions that were already issued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the amount of compensation paid in 1943 is more 
than the amount paid as compensation in 1942? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated, compensation and concessions are granted to each individual case on 
its own merits. So it is impossible for me to say definitely what is the 
amount of compensation. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the amount of oompeiisution has increased 
case of individual persons y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: Unless I am given 

specific cases I cannot say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: .Mr. Datta, you must a>k definitely which individual 
cases must be considered on merits. You ma> uKo ask what is the guiding 
principle in this matter of paying compensation and whether there has been 
any change in that principle. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: AV li) the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount ot <(*mjnmsati«m that was j)ui<l for o/of crop in 
the year 1942 and the amount (►! <‘otMpensation that is to In* granted for dun 
crop in the year 194*1 — wlietlier the amount of compensalio!i is increasing or 
decreasing ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is diHieult for me 
to answer offhand. 


Mr. SHAHEDALIa Will the lion’bh* Minister be pleaseil to stale 
whether tlie price of paddy ]ht maund in 1942 was mucli less than the price 
prevailing now in Feiiiy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; I refer to answer (<i). In view of the 
fact that the owners of the propertx affected did not part w-ith their 
propertie.s out of their own 4iccord but out compulsion, will Government 
consider the desirability of making some such arrangement as these people 
may not lo.se the benefit of rise in prices 'r* 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As J have already said, 
each case is ('onsidered on its men merit and each hutid fidv case of hard* 
ship will certainly receive (rovernmeiit’s consideration. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; In view of the fact that the 
compensation that has been allowed in 194d has not exceeded tlie compen- 
sation that was allowed in 1942, will (joverniiient consider the desirability 
of issuing instructions to the effect that compensation should he jpereused 
in view of the rise in prices y 

The Hofi’bla Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: If any concrete case 
is brought to our notice, the questimi of increasing the compensation will 
certainly he considered in that case. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the (Eminent conaider the 
desirability of revising the amount of compensation ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think your question should he,— in view of the fact 
that there has been a rise in the prices of paddy, etc., and in view of the 
further fact that compensation is Wing given on the basis of prices prevail- 
ing in 1942, will the Government consider the desirability of issuing fresh 
instructions for increasing the amount of compensation ? 
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Tha Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the answer is 
quite clear: the compensation for arable land is on the basis of crop prices 
generally prevailing at the time of payment. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he himself has seen the instructions issued by the previous Govern- 
ment to the District Magistrates of the evacuated areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is any definite instruction issued to the District Magistrates 
for the payment of comiiensation per acre of land, per tree and per maund 
of crop? 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I ask for notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'Me Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to his answer (c), that the scales are not readily 
available, whether these .scales will ever he available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The scales vary in 
different districts and it is not jiossihle to collect them all at once. How is 
it possible for me therefore to pla<‘e them here? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the II >n ble Minister be 
pleased to statf* v\lit‘ther the iiistt actions issued regarding the nature and 
the amount of comi»ensation to be paid in .sih li cast's are being followed by 
the oflicers who are entrustetl w»th thi.s woik? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; The officers are 
expec’ted to ftdlow the instructitiiis of (iovernment but in case there he an\ 
objection to the courst* taken h\ any officer (jovt'inment will certuinl\ look 
into it as soon as it is brought to their notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are th ere an> petitions of appeal 
before Government aguin.st any order of compensation awarded by any officer 
concerned as is done in the case of ordinary land acquisition ciises? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So tar as I am aware 
there are no such petitions before (iovernment hut in < ase aii} injustice is 
•done in imy case and the matter is brought to the notice of (iovernment, 
(iovernment will certainU see (hat proper com])ensation is paid. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware that 
llie present District Magistrate of ('hittagong has definitely stated that as 
an Imperial Gfficer he is not btuind ti> «>he\ the orders of the Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Not that 1 am aw’are 

of. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any complaint against such award of (om^HMisation has reached 
the Government up till this time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Since I have taken over 
charge 1 have not received any such complaint. I want notice. 
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ixtmpliofi of iandlonli of oycioliMffootod aroao of Mifkiiporo tfiotHot 
from ptying rtvonuot. 

•as. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL; ^a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in char^^e of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the Government eoutemplate to exempt the landlords of 
cyclone-affected areas of the MidiiajK>re district fmm i>ayiugr 
revenues for 1943 or to sus|>end the payment up to December, 
1943; and 

(ii) whether any representation has been received from any landlord on 
this matter throujrh the district officials ^ 

(b) If the answer to (o)(0 is in the affirmative, will the lUm’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of estates that are likely to be exempted!’ 

The HOfl’bIt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (o) (i) The mutter is 
under c'onsideration of Government and orders will issue shortly. 

({}) A number of representations from the landlords have ]>een received 
by the Collector, the Board of Revenue and (iovernment. 

(h) It is not possible to supply the information at present. 

Mttllvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether anUhiiiff relating*' to the remission of rents to the cultivators 
in the affected areas is under the <‘onsideration of (foverumeiit 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|uesin >n does not arise out of this (juestion. 

Appointment of Inspector of septic tank installation. 

•34. Mauivi M, ABDUL KARIM: (o) Will the llon’hle Minister in 
char^^e of the Ibihlic Health Dcjmrtment he ph*u^e«l to stati* — 

(i) when the Septic Tank Insi»«< tor of the (iovernnieut of Beug^nl 
reacheil his aK^e-liiiiit tor letin'iiient; 

(li) whethei he ha.s beeii ^'^ranted an exitui'.ion t'O another 0 months; 
ami 

(i/i) whether any one has been appiiiuted in his place temporarily? 

(b) It the answer to oi) i/i) is in the atfirmatiM*. will the Hon hie 
Minister be ]»leased state the nniMuis thereot •' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of tho Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad, Minister in charge of the Public Health 
and Local Self-Government Department): u/* (»» On the sth March, 
1943. 

iit) No.- 

(tit) Yes. Dr. Me-bahuddin Ahmed ha.s heen ai»pointed temporarily to 
the post. 

(6) Doe.s not arise. 


13 
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Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Will the honourable member please 
slate when the permanent vacancy will be declared to have fallen vacant and 
whether it is to be filled up by a Muslim? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The post will fall vacant 
substantively with effect from the bth July, 1943, and the officiating gentle- 
man, Dr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, will be made permanent in the post. 

Malaria in Boraigram thana, Rajshahi. 

•35. Mau4vj MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: ia) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the l^ublic Health Department be pleased to .state what is the 
j)osition of the Rajshahi district in respect of death due to malaria? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware^ 

(?) that Boraigram thana of the Rajshahi district is l)eing depopulated 
for malaria ; and 

(ii) that the supjdy of quinine and cinchona has fallen short ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, he j>roj)oses to take for eradication 
of malaria from the district, specially in Boraigram thana? 

((]) Will the Hon’ble Minister pleased to state whether any scheme 
for production of the articles essentially necessary to combat malaria in the 
Rrovince is under contemplation <»f the (Tovernnitmt ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi ilalaluddin Ahmad): (//I The deal)) rate from malaria was 
the Idghest in Rajshahi tli^trict during the (|uin(juenniiim ending with 1941. 

(h) (?) Yes. 

(?/) The supply of (luiniiie to the lUyjshuhi di>trict out of the annual 
Government grant for free distribution of (juinine has Wen more liberal in 
1942-43 than in the preceding two years. There may, however, be shortage 
of (juinine in the market due to tlie War. 

(c) The District Board wms asked to prepare comjjrebensive anti-malaria 
acbemes for the distric t and submit them to Government for consideration, 
(f/) There is no such scheme except that for cultivation of cinchona. 

Tenohing staff of Calcutta University. 

•38. Dr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD; Will the Hon'lde Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to lay (m the Table a statement 
showing, dejiartmeut by deportment, the present number of — 

(?) whole-time I’rofessors and Lecturers, 

(fV) |>art-tiine Lecturers, 

in the University of Cujcutta including Law College, and 

(m*) Professors and I>ecturers in the Department of Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu in — 

(1) the grades of their services; 

(2) the numWr of them that are Muslims; and 

(3) the number of them that are Bengalees in the case of 

No. (iii)? 
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Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD (on bMialf of tho Hon’blo 
Mr. TamizudcNn Khan, Minister in charge of the Education Department): 

A statement is laid ou the Table. 


StalemetU refemd to in rephj to starred question Xo. 


English 
Economics 
Commerce 
Philoftophv 
Pali ‘ 

Pnr^ Mathematics 

Arabic 

History 

A. I. H.C. 

Islamic Culture 
Comparative Philology 
Sanskrit 

Modern Indian Language 

Anthropology 

Statistics 

Applied Mathematjoe . . 

Physics . . • • • 

ApplifKl Physics 

Chemistry 

Applied Chemistry 

Botany 

Zoology 

Psychology 

Pliysiology 

Geology 

Teachers’ Training 
Teachers’ Training 

B. Com. 

Language 

Agriculture 

Law 

(3) Arabic and Persian 
Urdu 

(included in the Modem Indian language#)-. 

(i) Grade# — 

(1) Rs.eOO— 50/2— 1,000. 

(1) R8.200— 25— 500. 

(1) R8.200— 20— 500. 

(1) R«.200— 20— 500, 

(1) R«.225"| 

(1) B«-220 Voutaide grade. 

(I)R«.175j 

(1) Ra.200 (Urdu) outeide grade. 

(it) All are Muslims. 

(itt) Two are Bengalees. 


( 1 ) ( 2 ) 

\\lK)letiine. Part-time, 


1 

8 

0 

0 

4 

5 

7 
5 

8 

3 

2 
10 

8 

7 
2 

4 

8 
r> 
0 

5 
.5 
5 
0 
2 
2 
4 

1 


3 

1 

1 


7 

7 

4 
3 

* 2 

1 

8 
1 

3 

5 
0 
1 

3 

4 
1 

2 

’ 2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
4 
7 

12 

4 

*24 

1 
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TranifM* of hoMing to noii*agrieulturiiti. 

*37t Mauivi A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Deixirtment be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement .showing .separately— 

(/) the number of transfer deeds registered in 1941, 1^2 and 1943 up 
to 31 8 1 January; 

(ii) the number of them that relates to occupancy holdings; • 

(in) the number of occupancy holdings thu.s sold ; 

(iv) the total area of such holdings; and 
(r) the amount receive<l by the vendors? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that in 1942 and 1943, the 
transferees are non-agriculturists and transferers are agriculturists in most 
cases ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state what action (lovernment contemplate to take in the 

mutter? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on bthalf of tho Hon’ble 
Mft Tamizuddin Khan): {a} (O to (tn) and (r> A statement furnisbiug 
the particulars is laid on the Table. 

(tc) Figures not available. 

(b) This de])artment has no machinery to make an investigation about 
this. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in claune (a) (i) to (in) and (v) of Marred question Ao. J7. 



NumlKT of 

Number of 

NumlaT of 

Amount 


transfer 

them that 

occupancy 

received 

Year. 

deeds 

relate to 

holding.s 

by the 


register<‘(I 

oeeupancy 

holdings. 

thu'' .sold. 

vendors. 

Rs. 

1941 

HJo.ToS 

744,854 

634,113 

8,42,79,051 

1942 

1943 (up to 31st January, 


849.6:ib 

762.346 ] 

10,19,09,026 

1943) 

134,243 

123,379 

110,9tK) 

1.61,01,531 


Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view ot the smblen increase in the 
number of transfers of ()ccupan(‘\ holding>. uill (Jovernment be j)lea.sed to 
atate wliut action (hey projio.se to take to previoit llic '.inlden influx of non- 
agriculturists in the agricultural .ireas as invc5t4U\s of war profits thereby 
ousting the real cultivator^ tifun their ^oil? 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: sir. does this question 

arise ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You may give some reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I explain? I am surprised 
that this question has been doubted 



1948 .] 


QrESTIOXS. 


185 


Ufa SPEAKER* I have allowed it. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The Mres show that 
there is some increase in the luiinher of transfers. Now, the He^fistration- 
Department has no connection with it and it does not know how to prevent 
transfer of lands. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a question addressed 
to the Rejjistration Dejiartinent . Their (lut> is merely to rejfister deeds. 
As to how transfers (an he juevented is a matter for the Revenue Department 
and I submit that this question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have a<ldresse(l the tjuestion to th©“ 
(lovernment and the Ministtu- concerned is ]»resent. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : The remedy is for the 

honourable member, if he has pot hpures, i(» put a fresh tjUestion to tho 
Revenue Department sa\inp that in M(‘w of the answer piven by the 
Repistration Department aetion ( ioverniiM'nt projiose to take in reparcl 

to puttinp a stop to transfers fr<un apriculturists to non-apriculturists. I 
submit tliat is the correct procedure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. may I invite your attention to 
que.stion {fn'f (Question {Id runs thus; Is the Hon’lde Minister aware of 
the fact tliat in lb4‘J and HM-b the transferees aie non-apriculturists and 
transferers are agriculturists m most cases.’' There is a ch‘ar hint of thift 
pernicious habit poinp on of traiislrrs beinp nnole to non-apriculturists and 
tlie ({uestion has alrend} b(‘cn piven notice of The rel(‘vant ib*partment 
could take iwOe <d it fiom this question and pet ready «ith the answer. 
Surely it is for tin* tTo^ernnlent in the relevant depaitmcnt to try to find 
out what should be the [uojier remed\ and it is not for us to wait and 
and then finall\ uake up (io\ eminent in their duties. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr San\al, in this matter rule dtt is the relevant 
rule. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. that was superse«led hy you when 
you allowed questions to be answered b\ Pai liamentary Secretariefi and 
Parliamentary Secretaries were allowed to reply, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The rules as they stand. 1 think, pive some support 
to Sir Nazimuddin, viz., (|uestion addres'.ed to a Minister mtiHt relate 
to the public affairs with wliicb be is officially ronneioed, or to a matter of 
administration for which he is rcsponsifu'Ie”. The wordinp is .wotiiewhni 
vague. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is in a negative fonn. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Yes, I for myself should like a speedy and proper 
disposal of thinp.s and I think it would have been better if it was permiasibl© 
also to ask questions of Government as a wijole. That would have solved 
this difficulty. Then the other question arises that in })engal the Mintatrjr 
may not always f>e jointly re.sponsihle. There is that difficulty also. 
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Dr. MALIHAKSHA 8ANYAL: Before you give your ruling, Sir, I 
would invite your attention to the wording of the rule 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not giving my final ruling on this matter now. 
I am just finding this difficulty. So, for the present I will just ask you to 
be satisfied with the answer ju.st given. I will personally look into this 
matter carefully and then give my definite decision as to how we should 
proceed in future. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In connection with the point of order 
raised by Sir Nazimuddin I would invite your attention to the same rule 
that you (pioted. It reads in this form: A question 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly liave a talk with me in 
my Chamber y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir 

R«oeipt$ and expenditure in the Registration Department during 1841. 

^88# Mr. KI8H0RIPATI ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the E<lucatiou Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the total receipts of the Kegistration DejMirtmeut in IfMl, was Its. 1^7,83,380 
and the total expenditure was 18,24,87(1 and the net income was 
118.11,75,007 1’ 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the ITon’hle Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of reducing the registration copying fees now 
levied Y 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble Minister b<‘ pleased to state the reason 
thereof Y 

{d) Will the Iloii’ble Minister be jileascfl to stat<‘ — 

(i) when the fee was last enhanced; and 

(ii) to what extent!" 

Khan 8ahih Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): ia) The total receipt was not Rs. 27,83,380, but 
iU. 30,04,430. The tigures of expenditure and the net income are correct. 

(b) No. 

(r) The rate is not uureasoiialde consi<lering the exjieuses involved. 

(d) (0 In the year 1928, by (Government notification No. 904Regn., dated 
the 22ud September, 1928. 

(ft) Registration copying fees under Article N of the Table of Fees 
increased from 4 annas to 8 annas and fees for granting certified copies from 
1 anna and 2 annas to 2 annas and 4 annas, respectively. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary be pleased to state whether this Registration Department was 
created for the purpose of making any revenue out of it or simply to complete 
its work of receipt and expenditure? 

Mr. SPEAKER. The question does not arise out of it. I do not allow 
ibis queation. 
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Khui Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Is the Parliamentary 
Secretarj' aware that this income of Rs. il.7”),007 was derived by extortinjt 
more work from the copyists and other memliers of the Registration Depart- 
ment by overtaxing them? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: There is no case like this 
as my friend alleges. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Parliamentary 

Secretary be pleased to state in how many days the cfipies were returned 
previously and in how many days they are now being returned?^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: 1 want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With retereiue to answer (c^ will 
the Parliamentary Secretary be jileased to .state what is the special expense 
incurred for copying for which he is of opinion that the rate is not 
unreasonable y 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: This rate is fixed after 
due consideration of the cost of inaint<*nan(‘e of recoids, prepurntion of 
copies, stationery article.s uiul cost of staff supervision, etc. 

Staff of the Registration Department. 

•3®. Mr. PUSPAJIT BARM A: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Education Department be pleased to stale* — 

(/) the number ot (It Sul>-Hegistrar'i and {2) clerks (muharrir); 
apjK>inted in the I{egi-*tratioii l>ei>tir<inent from the year 1D3T to 
and 

ill) the number fif them that are — (1) Muslims, (‘.2) Scheduled Caste 
Hindus, and (3) Caste Hindus and other coinmunilies ? 

(b) Are (Tovernment considering the desirability of tilling up the iiosts 
of clerks {muliurrirs ) in the Sub-Kegistrv offices of the district by district 
people according to the (Viminurial Ratio Rules y 

(c) If so. \\hat step do the (rovernment contemplate taking in the 
matter ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon'bia 
Mr. Tamizucktin Khan): (fi) A statement i*. laid on the Table. 

(b) This is l>eing done. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Statement of information referred to in clause (a) of starred question No. 39. 

APPOI.vniENTS IN TIIK RlUaSTRATION DePaKTMKNT IlTRINO 1937-42. 



8ub. 

Clerks and 


Registrars. 

Muhanrirs. 

Moalims 

62 

168 

Scheduled Castes 

17 

54 

Caste Hindus and other communities 

46 

139 

Total 

125 

381 



188 QUESTIONS. [Sth July, 

Crimes committed in Munshigan] subdivision. 

•40. Mr. DHAHANJOY ROY: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l>e })lease(l to lay on the Table a statement showing, 
thana hy thana, the number of — 

(i) (lacoities, ^ 

(</) rol)})ery, and 
(til) thefts, 

committed in the year 1942 and up to loth March, 194d, in Munshigan j 
subdivision of the Dacca district r* 

(h) Is it a fact that their number i^ on tbe increase? 

(c) If MO, will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken by the (Government for their prevention? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (</) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The District Magistrate issued a circular letter to the }*residents of 
all Union Ibairds. Vigorous attempts were made to reorganise Village 
Defence I^urtieH and encourage the public to take an active part in the protec- 
tion of their own profjerty Home (Guards were organised in 1*3 Unions. 
Wherever jumsible Sj>ecial ]*olice Patrol, (^ainps were established for more 
effective surveillance over bad characters. S])ecial Police patrols were 
organised in criminal areas. A special staff was ajipointed to trace out 
absconders and uutraced Criminal Tribes Act diujt.s. S]>ecial patrols were 
arranged on tlie rivers in an endeavour tt> prevent river dacoities. 


Statement referred to in clause (a) of starred question So. 40. 

1 . Statement of dacoities, robberies and thefts (including burglariea), thana by 
thana, of Munshiganj subdivision, for the whole year 1942. 


Thanas. 

Dacoity 

(o) 

Robbery. 

{^) ' 

Theft. 

(c) 

Munshiganj . . 

23 

5 

329 

Taugibari 

17 

4 

320 

Sherajdikhan . . 

12 

6 

317 

Sreimagar 

20 

6 

281 

Lohajang 

12 

11 

271 

Dohar 

2 

. . 

81 

2, Statement of dacoities, robberiea, thefte (including burglaries), thana by thana i 
Munshigan j subdivision from 1st January to the 15th March, 1943. 

Thanas. 

Daooitv. 

(«)‘ 

Robbery. 

(b) ' 

Theft. 

ic) 

Munshiganj . . 

11 

7 

93 

Tangibari 

14 


67 

Sherajdikhan . . 

15 

4 

88 

Sreenagar 

8 

1 

101 

Lohaganj 

17 

8 

64 

Dohar 

. * 


33 
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•if* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r) which 
describes in €.rten,w the action taken hv the (lovernmenf to tackle the 
situation, will the Hon hie Minister l)e pleased to state what has been the 
result achieved so far? 

ne Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZtMUDDIN; Sir. it i-* very difhcult to 
say. As far as I know the <.reneral position (d (Time in Hen^jal at present is 
very bad. It has an upward tendency and ue have not been able to bring 
it under control. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do i under>tand the Hon'ble Minister 
to say that in Dacca tTiines are ^itill on tlie increase.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: fai a> Dacca district is 

concerned, I liave not got definite figure^ a- to the j)osition of crime. But 
from the reports that have been reoeivt^l I ma\ say that not only in one 
district but throughout the j)rnvince the figun‘s are daily increa.sing rather 
than decreasing. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

plea.sed to state what are the mam rea.sons aecoiding to him for such increase 
of crimes and what are the remedies he i.s thinking (d ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I think it is very 

difficult to sa\ tliat. The majoi numlan of cnme.s are largel^ looting of 
paddy and rice and (d foodsiuffs I helie\»* that though tluue may be many 
kiinhs of crime, namely, bmglarv. dacoit\ ami theft, generally there are 
cases of looting of paddy and nee. This mu.st be due to the present 
economic situation. It is ciinous that on the one .side there i.s terrible vrant 
and at the same tune there h doubt that in the mufassal and rural areas 
there is u large amount of money going about. Ibat also attracts the 
criminal section of the people. Then again the police have been so much 
engaged in other activities that tbe\ have not been able to maintain normal 
patrol as effectively as before. We will get more armed p<dice shortly. Aa 
a matter of fact we g(Jt them in tlie last week of .fune and we liojn* they will 
be able now to increase the dacoit\ patnd more effectively than in the past. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABOUR RAUF; With rfderence to answer 
wdll the HoiTble Minister be ]deased to ..tale h(»w man> of tlie.se cases ended 
in conviction ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot add anything more 
to what is stated in the reply. If the honourable member wants further 
information, I shall have to ask f<*r notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the HorTble Minister be 
pleased to statf whether it i'* a fact that there is a confidential circular from 
the department to the mufa.s*»il police-staf ions that cases of theft and 
burglaries should not be taken into consideration? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I am not aware of any such 
confidential circular. 
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Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister consider/ 
ing the desirability of giving arms to patrol parties and defence parties 
villages in order to keep away the dacoits'r' ^ 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It will all depend on the 
j)atr(»l parties and defence parties. If there are really good and reliable 
men, 1 see no reason why arms will not be supplied provided they are 
available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there have been many cases of theft in which at the 
time of trial the accused per.sons have pleaded guilty saying that they 
ooiiimitied theft out of hunger r' If > 0 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the policy of (jovernment as to how they will deal with such cases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not know of any such 
case where it has actually been so pleaded, but 1 can quite imagine that 
people have cofiimitied theft apparently on account of hunger and when 
arrested and brought before the court they ma\ have pleaded guilty. I do 
not think it is in the intere.sts of State to declare what the policy on such 
question w’ill be, becniuse if I say “\es”, it wiW be a direct incitement to 
theft, burglary, dacruty and looting, but 1 am sure we can rely on the 
Magistrates that in reas(»nable cases they \m 11 exendse their discretion. 

Daooities in the district of Chittagong. 

• 41 . Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department he pl(*ased to lay on the Talde a statement showing, 

^ thunn by thanu, in the district of (’hittagong — 

( 1 ) the number of ilacoities committed during the ])eriod commencing 
from the 1st of .|anuar>. ll>4-t, up t«> the I'^th March, llMd; 

(it) the nuinher of prosecutions ^hich cmlcd in — 

(1) conviction, ami 

(2) without conviction; and 

(iiid the numl>er of occurrences where no j)rosecution was started at 
all for — 

(1) want of evidence, or 

CJ) any other reason? 

{h) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether abnormal rise 
of prices is the (‘uuse of these dacoities? 

(ci If the answer to (hi is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the (fovernment are taking or propose to take to 
relieve the situation? 

Tht Hofl’bic Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The figures are given 
below — 

ti) 19 dacoity cases — 

(1) Hathacari IVS. ... ... 3 

(2^ Rousan P.S. ... ••• | 
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(3) Fatikchari P.S. ... ... I 

'I, (4) Patiya P.S. .1 

Y5) Boalkliali P.S. ... ... 2 

(3) Anwara P.S. ... 2 

(7) Satkania P.S. ... -I 

(8) Ranpuiiia P.S. ... 2 

(9) Chakaria P.S. ... 2 

(10) Banskhali P.S. .. 2 


(//) In 3 case.s rharfre-^beet was siibniittfil a^ain>t 12 pt‘r'«)iis. The cases 
were rub jvdtce when the last report wa> rec'eiveO 

(/i7) (1) In 4 cases F.R.T. was suJnnitled 

(2) In one ca.se F.R.T. under .sertums l td 4.'W) siiltniitted. 

(b) Ahiiorinal rise of prices is one of tho i auso*. 

(c) I r«#er the honouralde inenihei to ih\ colh-a^r,i,. tlie Hon’lde Minister 
for Civil Siijjplie.s. 

Or* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (hi a point <d orcier, Sii. In answer 
(c) the Hoirhle Minister has referred tin* ineinher to aiiothei' Hon’lde 
Minister. Ma\ I have your ruling on thisi' (iovernnoMJt nia\ sav “We 
take notice and shall siihniit an uii'^uei on a suhoetpieiit day Iroin the 
department concened 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do \ou mean that it .should have been treated a*- notice* 
to the Hon 'hie Minister ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (iovernment cun treat it as 
notice, and I sJiall issue instructions to the department concerm*d. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer ( b > w'here 
it is stated tliat ahnonnal rise of prices is one of the causes, will the 
Hoii’hle Minister he jileased to exi>lairi what are the other causes y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In in> opinion — I do not 
know' w'hetlier many people will a^ree with me or not- one of the reasoms 
is that at the present time there i.s a larj^e amount of monev in the mufasMul, 
there is u cla.^s of people who are Houri.shin^^ their w'ealth in the mufassal. 
There is, at the same time, a class of people who are dvin^f. It i.s an extra- 
ordinarily anomalous position. I am sure that all those wlio come from 
the rural area, will affree with me that both these factors huvo something 
to do with the abnormal rise in crime 


Aotiwititt of the Irrigation Department in the Rajihahi Division. 

U2. MaOivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: t.n Will the Hoirbie Minister 
in charge of the Communication.s and Work.s ( Irrigation i Department he 
pleased to state the activities of the department in the Rajshahi Division 
for the last two previous years au<l the curient year up to 1st hebruary. 

1943 ? 
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(h) Will the Hon’hJe Minister l»e j)lease<l to state whether he had any 
diHOUssion regarding improvement of irrigation and communication in the 
Rajshalji Division with local officers and non-officials during his tours in 
the Rajshahi Division ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether he has any suggestions for improvement of 
irrigati<jn facilities in the Uajshahi Division?' 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on bohalf of the Hon’bte Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain, Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department): (a) A statement is laid on the Table, 

(h) As the lion ble Minister t(. whom tlx* (juestion was addiessed i& 
no longer in office, the question cannot be answered. 

(c) D<ies not therefore arise. 

Statement referred to in rlausi' ia) x/ staired (jnestion Ao, 42. 

Important protective works were taken uj) by thip. llrancli at Kuiigram 
and Hajshahi. At the former place -pur*- were erec ted in 1941 to arrest 
the erosion (»f the river bank by the Dharla. A few of them were washed 
away cluiing the following flood, so additiemul sj)urs were erected. The 
total cost incurred is about Rs.]4,(MH) besides maintenance charges to the 
value of The effect of these spur‘^ ha^ been found to he generally 

satisfactory. 

At Rajshahi biick mattress encased in wire-n<*tting was jxlopted for 
protection of Uajshahi town and completed at a cost cd . Exten- 

sion and re|Kiirs of the existing mattress was also done at a cost of about 
IN. 45, 000. 


Si KVKY AM) InVFs|10\TJON. 

The most preliminary work for preparation ctf comprehensive schemes 
is the contour survey. An estimate amounting to Its. d. SO, ‘179 was sanc- 
tioned for contour survey in the districts of Malda, Dinajjnir, Rangpur, 
Bogra. Ihibna. Uajshahi and .lalpaiguri. The work was taken up in 1940 
but was stopjied last year owing to the dejiutation of a huge number of 
officers and trained subordinates (»f the dejiaitment to the militaiy and civil 
defence duty. 

Investigations i»f several small schemes were also done during the last 
year 

('ollection of hydraulic data of nil important rivers was being systemati- 
cally made vsince the year 19.% but the activities of this branch have been 
rather restricted since the last year on account ol the jiaucity of staff. 

Besides the officers of this branch are frequently called u|)on to examine 
a very large number of ca.ses of adequacy of waterways and to advise various 
authorities on the ejuestious of drainage, irrigation and bank erosion. 
These take a considerable |>art of the time of the dejiartmental officem. 
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BabN MADHU8UOAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’t>le Minister be pleami 
to staU? whether the (ioverumeiit will eonsiiler the tlesirability of resuming 
the contour survey work in the near future in the Kujshahi Division 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The work was taken up in the year 
1940, hut owing to the deputation of a large numher of otticer.s and trained 
subordinates of the department to the military and civil defence duty it 
could not be proceeded with. As soon as they are relieveil of these duties 
and as soon as they join our department the work will be taken up. 


Babli MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hoirble Minister consider 
the desirability of resuming the work in the near future ^ 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the ( toveniment be ]deased to state 
what is the present position regarding the Kurigram embankment which 
has been referred to in the statement '1 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There is no complaint from Kurigram. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M.\ question is what is the present posi- 
tion regarding the proposal of having an embankment to protect Kurigram 
town 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is being done 


Dr. NALINANK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the present position!" 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I can t sa\ toda.v's jmsition. Hut 
the work has been taken up 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwert to which were laid on the table) 

Hours of attendance of high ofncials. 

14, Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Will the Tlon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Keveiiue Dejiartmeiit he jileased to .stale 

{a) the regulai hour*., if am, for the Divisional ( ommissiimeTs and the 
Di.strict ^^agistla(es to ;iltentl their re.spectixe (dhces while at 
head([uarters; ami 

(7>> the hours during uhich the ( ommis.sioner. I’residency Divisoin, mid 
District Magmtiate. ganas, usualiv attend theji ifspective 

office^ y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: There are no rules 
prescribing for Divisional ( onmiissioners and District Magisf rates any 
regular hours of attendance at their offices. Each Divi.sional Commissioner 
or District Magistrate la.\.s down his (»wn hours according to the nature of 
hifi work. Usually for interviews and judicial work they have fixed hours. 
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Dr. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the reply to question (h)? It lias not been replied to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The notice is already there. I have 
nothinpr uiore to say. The HonTile Minister may revise the answer. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wljether the District Magistrates are at all bound to come to office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; They do come. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is their any obligation on their part to 
come to oitice at any ]>art of the time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In most cases they hold 
their offices in their own bunj^alows. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister say that 
they liold their office in their bungalows? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF; In view of the fact that great 
iuconveni(*!ice is felt by the non-attendance of District Magi'.tiates and Com- 
inissioners in tlieir respective ofbces, ^lill the (iovernment think it desirable 
to fix certain hours for tlieii attendance in their resjiective offices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 shall look into the 
matter. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier these officers can hohl their offices in their residences? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: There is no bar 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that as a result of these officers holding their 
offices in their bungalows they have encouraged favouritism of particular 
persons who have easier access to their private residences than others who 
may be going there only on mere business? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have no such infor> 
luation. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the attention of (tovernment was drawn to budget cut motions on 
the very item where specific cases were brought to the notice of Government? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether criticisms on the budget cut motions were taken note 
of 

Mr. BREAKER: Order, order. What ie your question? 
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llr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My question was': whether ll^overnment 
ifi aware of the discussions on cut motions where specitic cases had been 
brought to their notice? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that he is not toxare. 

Dr. RALINAKSHA SANYAL: My next que stion is this: Is the 
Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of iiive'^tigating into the action 
of all IHstrict Magistrates and ('ommissioner'i in tliis respect and issuing 
necessary circulars so that public tunciion.s may he dischuiged to the 
satisfaction of the public ainl as (juickly as jMissibh*? 

The Hon’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If any complaint is 
received Government will certainly consi<ler it and do tlm needful. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon hh‘ Minister he pleaseti 
to state whether the last Mini^^try handed »»\ei tio* not•*^ lalooi hy them in 
the Hudgd Session ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tha t question does not arise 


Point of privilege. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Gn a point ol J»rivilege, Sir. May I 
a.sk the (iovernment through you. Sir, xxhethei tin* piuceedings and records 
of tliis House are kept in Goveinment ottices tor the infoimation of u lioever 
may form the Ministry. iHahu XxahMUtx N\h\yxn (’h.xkh Muin x : 

i) cn, Mr. 

Roy began to speak in Bengali there wttre laughter and cries of “Ha! Ha! ’ by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Natli Mukerjeu ; 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, 

^ I It has often ajqiearcd to me that 

proper debate cannot take place in this House simply la^rause gentlemen 
who are not well conversant with English feel it beneath their 
dignity sometimes to speak in 15engali. I will encourage sjieaking 
in Bengali subject to the limit of work of Ik^ngali shorthand 
reporters. That is the difficulty. Otherxx ise, I xvfoild have encfiuraged if 
much more; hut I would like homuirable gentlemmi of the ILmsc to remem- 
ber that it is not undignified on the [uirt of anybody to speak in Bengali 
if he finds himself not quite competent to speak in English. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: :q.r.T t g 

CT, at w ^ toi atii ^ 

orr^ V CYTC7 ^ vff^^ fV ’ll r 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of privilege at all. 
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Suspentioii of roaliMtion of rovonuot from tMaiiti of immiltM UumIs in tho 
Sundarbam and Sagar Islandt. 

15. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
of ihe Revenue Department be pleaned to t»tate whether it is a fact 
that many lots in the Sundarbans and Sagar Islands in the district of 
24-]^arganaH have been totally or partially washed away by the cyclonic flood 
on the Ibth October, 1942? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the names of the lots; 

(li) the names of the owners of the lots; 

(iit) the annual revenue of each of them; 

(ir) names of the owners who have been defaulters in the January Kist; 
and 

(c) whether any step has already been taken by the Oovernment to 
MUsi)end the realisation of the revenue? 

(r) AVUt the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the estates 
held under the direct management of the Oovernment either in the 
Sundarbans or in the Sagar Islands have been washed away by the same 
flood ? 

id) If tlie answer to {o is in the athrmative. is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of sus])ending^ the realisation of rents from the 
tenants of tliose estates? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be aNo pleased, to state the total amount of 
damage of crops by the flood? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes 

(h) {{) l<i (ir) A statement containing the information is laid on the 
Library Table 

( /’ ) 'riie Collectoi ha> been a>ke(] to submit projio’-als for remission or 
suspension of land reveinH* and ceases and pending the (irders of (xovernment 
-on such ju'oposals not to ado]>t any coercive measure for realising arrear 
revenue ami cesses due fiom such t‘sUites. 

{(') ami {<h Yes. 

<ct About Rs.Hd lakhs. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 

Ttf^ vryj] i 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 «!>nt notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I suggest that answers to Bengali 
<juestions should be given in Bengali 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think that would be desirable. 
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Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ftr 

? '4^ fV ^ 9 ^ ’TC?rnn TTt<^ f 

?Tt<inr c^c?r ^ t 

Oamagv in Schedule **D” Embankments in Contai and Tamiuk subdivisions. 

16. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: u/* WiH tW Hon'blt' Mini^^ter in 
charg'e of the CJpinniunicutioii^ aiul Work.s IVpartinent be pleuHed to state — 
(i) whether the Schedule “D" eiiibanknieiit'*, conniionly known as sea- 
dykes and river-dykes, in the su)»diM>i<»iis (d ( ontai and Tainluk, 
district Miilnapore, were breached by the tidal bores aceonipanx ing 
the cyclone on tlie Kith (Ktober, 1!)-4*.J; and 
(it) whether the drainage sliiico on the enib.inkinents were damagtHl ? 
{h) If the answiT to < lause is in the athiinatne, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement show ing, subdivision by 
subdivisioa, — ^ 

(i) the number of breai hes m each ot such emhankmenls 

(ii) the location of breache^ with their (limensi(nis having reference to 

settlement iiiauza": and 

(n»; the names ot the drainage chines with tlie extent of damages!^ 

(c) Will tlie Hon’ble Mini't^-i U* pleased to state whether any estimate 
has been drawn uj) to ( htse the bieache> and to repair the sluices!' 

(d } If the answer to ici js m the attiimutnc, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state - 

(/) the amount to ls‘ resinned separately to (lose ea< b of sii< h bleaches; 
and 

(fi) the amount to be te<{uire<l separaleK to repair ea( b of such 
daniag’ed sluices'" 

(c) If the aiiswci’ to n \ is in the negatne, is the Ihm’ldc Minister 
considering the desirafulily of taking uj> the repair work!" 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain); toi (/> Yes. 

{it) Yes, some of the diuinage sluices were damaged, 

{b) (i) and (//) A statement tStatemeiit A* (ontuiiuiig the information 
is laid on the Library Table. 

(lit) A statement (Statement lU containing the information i.s laid on 
the Library Table. 

(c) Hough estimates for dosing the breaches and repairing the sluices 
have been prepared. 

(d) it) Sejiarale e.siimares sliowjug the amount re«|Uired for closing each 
breach have not been ]jrej>ared, 

(ii) Separate estimates showing the amount renuired for repairing each 
sluice have not been i«repared. 

'(e) Does not' arise. 


14 
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Retiramwit of Engifioers in PuMic Hoaitli Dopartmonti. 

17. Mr. ABDUR RABCHiD MAHMUD: {a) Will the Hou'ble MiuiBter 
in charge of the i*uhlic Health and Lota! Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what are the due dates of retirement of the following officers in the 
i'ublic Health, Bengal, Engineering Branch: — 

(1) Chief Engineer, 

(2) Executive Engineer, A.li.P. Division, 

(d) Executive Engineer, Eastern Division, 

(4) Executive Engineer, Western Division, 

(o) Executive Engineer, Central Division; 

(it) whether it is a fact that Government eonteniplate to grant an exten- 
sion to the Chief Engineer; 

(tit) how many of the Engineeis mentioned in ii) above are Muslims: 
and 

(ir) whether the Executive Engineer, Central Division, has joined in 
another post keeping a lien 'f 

(h) If the answer t{» (a) (tr) is in the affirmative, is tlie Hon’ble 
Minister i-onsideting tlie desirability of filling uj) the \a(an( v ii> a Muslim 
Engineer 1" 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khan- 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddm Ahmad): (o) di Mi s N Ghosh is due to 
retire on the ItJth October, UGd 

(2) Mr. S. C Ghosh, is due t(» retire on the I7th .lune. Ht4d. 

(d) Uui Bahadur S. N. Ho\ is due to retire in N(oomher, 1944. 

(4) Mr. M. Hossain is <lue to retire on the 1st tKt(d>er, 1955. 

(5) Mr. W. .1. Berr\ is due to retire on the dlst Mari h. I!t47. 

(ti) The question of extension of :?ervH‘o is under the consideration of 
Government. 

(nt) One Executive Engineer. 

(ir) Yes. 

(h) As the vncuiKv was for d months wnly, temjtorarv departmental 
arrangements were made to carry on the duties. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present polic> of Government in the matter 
of grantiug extensions of service to supenuinuated otticersy 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The policy of (tovemment is not 
to give any extensions of service to superannuated officers generally. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Mr. S. (\ Ghosh who was due to retire on the ITth June 
last has actually retired? 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: He has actually retired and was 
reappointed on A. R. P. work from the date df kis retirement till dlst 
August, 1943. 
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Mtulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: But why was Mr S. C ithoth re- 
appointed Was it due to the dearth of suitable officers in the A. U. P. or 
for an\ other reason i' 

Khfln Sfthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED! It i*« for the pur]H»se of carrying 
out the special dutie.s that he ha> ha<l to be reappointed, 

MAuIvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL! ill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to explain whether ( toveriiineiit made an\ attempt to find out any other 
suitable man for appointment in place of Mr tilmshr' 

KHaii 8Ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: This appointment being for a 
short jieriod (lovernment dnl not make an\ atteinjo to timl out am»lher man. 

KhAn BAhAdur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In \iew of the answer just now 
given b\ tlie Pat li.imcntar \ Secr4*tai \ that the polic\ »>f (ioverninent is not 
to give un> extensions of sfivice. will lie l>e pleascil to .say why (ioverninent 
is still considering the (|uestion of granting extensions of service to some 
of the otficers y 

KhAn SAhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: thily in special ctises (ioverninent 
ma\ consider tlie (juesljon <if trianting extensions of .serviciv 

. MauIvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the IIoi.Tde Minister ho plcaseil 
to state whether in <us(‘s uthei than tliat of Mr S (' (ihosh (Ioverninent 
prop(»se to reappoint llic Ner\ sjnne peoph* or a]>point ittloTs)^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Timt (|Uc^tion <]oes not arise. 

MAuIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Ilon’lilc Minister lie pleased 
to state whether Mr. .1 Hern is still in the service of the (ioverninent 
of Hengal oi lias heioi deputed elsewhere ^ 

KhAn SAhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: He is nf)w in the service of the 
(government of India 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the iu ivernment he pleased to 
state whether aii> one has been af»poinied in his jdace; and, if .ho, w'hether 
that has been done b\ direct reciuitmeiit (O b\ pnmiotion? 

KhAn SAhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It has been done b\ promotion. 

MAUivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state w'ho is the person who has been promoted to this [lost ^ 

KhAn SAhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Mr A. K Hanerjee. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’Ide Minister be pleased 
to explain the reason w]iy the (Tiief Engineer's rasp i« being considerefl for 
extension and wb> the case of any other persons in not going to be consi- 
dered for appointment ? 
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Khan Sahib HAM I DU DD IN AHMED: I have nothing further to add to 
my aiiHwer. 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Does the Government consider the desir- 
ability of stopping the grant of extrusions of service? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Each case has to be decided on 
its own merits. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why in view of the paucity of Muslim othcers, as is clear from the 
answer, the Government w'ill not consider the <lesirability of appointing 
more Muslims in this department? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: When pennanent vacancies will 
arise Government will certainly consider the desirability of appointing more 
Muslim oiiicers. 

Registration of Deeds in Tangail. 

IS* Mfi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the H()ij’})le Minister in chuige 
of the Education -<Ue.vristration) Department be pleased to state the number 
of registration of — 

(f) sale deeds, and 
{li) mortgages, 

the luinled proptuty in the different Sub-HegisU\ Offices ul — 

(1) Tangail, 

(2) Kalihati, 

(d) Ghatail, 

(i4) Miulliupur, anti 
(fri Muza pur, 

in the sulxlivision ot Tangail t M\ ineiisingh') sej)araTely- 
(n) for the mouth of— - 

{\) November ot IHTJ, 

I let'em l»er of IfG'J, 

(.‘G January of 194d, 

(4) February of llGd, 

(up to the date of taking the statistics) ; 

(h) for the year of — 

(/) 1941, and 

Hi) 1942? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A statement lurnishing the 
lequired particulars is laid t>n the Table. 



194S.] 
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Siatemeni referred to in reply to unstarred question No, IS. 


m 


• 

Period. 

• 

Sales. 

Tangail. 

Kahhati. 

Ghatail. 

Mtidhupur. 

Mirzapur. 

Registrations. 

1 

X 





November, 1942 

; (;49 


312 

242 

326 

December, 1942 

* 7!Ht 

.317 

27 s 

293 

3(14 

January, 1943 

74.'. 

.■>st 

3t>l 

222 

395 

February, 1943 

I2> 

27.') 

174 

71 

76 

1941 

3.042 

O - 

1,427 

97S 

1.3tm 

1942 

1 4.77S 

3. tit Ml 

l.MMi 

I,IS2 

1,936 

Mortgages. 


1 




N(*yeniber, 1942 

i;{2 



23 

75 

December,!'. >4 2 

i:;4 

i 

i 

1 

71 

January, 1943 

141 

1 

I 1 

i 1'^ 

42 

February, 1943 

Is 



ir> 

11 

1941 

\:» 

istl 

1 

291 

313 

1942 

4ol 

i 

o4 

i 2.S1 

516 


Coltection of edi cation ccss from the Faridpur district. 

19. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; /i Will tlu ll .ii lilo MiniMer 

in <*| the IM in , 1 1 ion l)njMi tnnMit jfliMXMl to ^tale- 

(/) till* ainoijiit ;is «Mhi<ation i jrorii tin* I'arnljnir ili^trii’t; 

tn) the totiil uMiniiiit sjM*iit Iron) <m1m( ation ami 

un) the uiatuicM in ^linh ilie-r .miounts wi'ie ^pent ? 

(/;) Will the Ilon’Me Mnu-iei he i^hMMMl ic .fat** whether (ioa onunent 
pro])Ose to extend the operation ot the Kdueation Aet in an> dj‘*trietH of 
Bengal other than those tr, whnh the Act ha- hren hjoii^rhf into force)* 

{(■) Will the Hon'hle Miiii-ter imi-idei tlie desiia}>iiit\ of siisjiendin^ the 
of>eration of thi'^ Ac t and of di-c oiitmnunf the <<dleciion and ]e\ y of the 
education ce^s in view of the ahnonnal situatnni pre\ailin^r in Bengal? 


The Hon*bie Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: tri) /) and (n) A Matemenl 

is laid on the Table. 

(iu) The amount*^ were spent for the purja^^e.s mentioned in gection 3S 
of the Bengal (Bniali rriinaiy Kdueation Act, Mh'fO, 

(b) Yes, that is the intention of (iovemment. 

(c) No. 




'aw QUESTIONS. [8th July, 


Statement referred to in danse (a) of unstarred question No. 19. 



Amount 

Total 


collected as 

^ amount spent 


education 

from 


cess. 

education 
cess. ^ 

Year. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1939 

1^,204 

12,204 

194041 

66,790 

66,790 

194142 

1,15,946 

1,15,946 

194243 (up to .'list January, 1943) . 

1,16,103 

Not known. 


Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister 
b« pleased to state what is the proportion of the collected amount to the 
education cess to he levied in the areas iimler revieu ‘f 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Sir the {question was not 
directed to that at all, therefore I have not made emiiiiries in regard to that. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Is the Hon hie Minister 
aware that tliere an* some nmounts in arreai 'f 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I inne a]tvad> stated that 
1 have not made eiujuiries, hut apparentlv tliere must liave la^eri arrears. 

Mtuftfi Muhammad ISRAIL: With reterenc<> to aii'ower {in, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state to which of the <iiHiri(*t> (Joveinment 
intends to (‘xtend the operation of the* Kducation Act in tin* ciirient Near?' 

The Hon'bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; (iove rnmeni has no specifi(‘ 
programme to extend the operation of th!-> .\(*t dining the curient \ear, hut 
if cuseH come up each individual case will he consnlen*d on its own merit. 
I may also tell the honourahle menilau’ that ( iov(*rnnient is not the only 
party that is concerned in this mattei 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he please<l 
to state who will send up these ca'‘C> to ( ii>\ei niuent '»(» that (iovernment 
can take vp tlie cases for hrinj^in^^ in tlmsc liistiicts under tlie ojieration of 
the Primary Education .Vet!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : The opinion of the district 
board counts in this matter. If the district l»oaid >ends up a proposal, then 
that will he cousidereil. 

Appointment of Sub-Registrars from the Chittagong Division. 

20. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: to) Will the Hon hle Minister 
in char^je of the Kducation l)t*[niitmeiit he pleaded to lay on the Table a 
statement showinp — 

(i) the total number ot Suh-Ke^istrurs apjK>intetl from the Chittagong 
Division from liW ti^ 1942 August; and 
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(U) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Communal 
Ratio Rules have been observed in resi>e<‘t of those appointments? 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the negative, will the Tlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: (//no 15 
(//)(1) 9. 

( 2 ) 5 . 

(3) One. 

ih) The Communal Ratio Rules ha'e been (»bserveil in res|>eci of the 
t<ital number of appointments in tlio IVoviru'e. 

(o) Does not arise. 


Point of information. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Ib'tore \\v come to the tiexf item 
of tlie agenda of toda.\ ma\ I mention that I l(a\e been sutt'ering from ii 
difhculty — perhaps /ifhei memlMMs aUd Ho« ;iie we to address a Rarlia* 
mentarv Serretar\ in ?ht^ Ibnise? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am thanktul ii- \ou as I ha\e m>s(df felt the diflieull.\ 
ami this inatttT will be hetktMl into atol we mav coiim* to some ileeision 
shortly 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Thank >ou Sir 

Mr. I. 0. JALAN: Mr speaker. Sir. will >ou (-ousider tin* desiiahility 
of the Hon hie Mini.’*ters making a puldi(‘ sialernenf /lelegafing their pow’ers 
of replying to tlie Ra!hamentar\ Secretaries h(» that in case later on it is 
considered neces.sar\ to sa\ that it i^ an answer on Itehali of Government 
there ma\ lie no difhctilt\ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That al so w ill be considered 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Non-Agricuttural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1943, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur; Sir, 
I beg to move tliat the Bengal Non-Agricnliural Tenanc\ (Temporary 
Provisions! Extending Bill. 1943, as passed h\ the Bengal Legislative 
Council, be taken into cousiderati/m 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: If tbe Nawab Saheb gives a speech 
there will be no opposition. 
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The Hon»ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: My 

frien.l.t want to hear a speech. It is a subject which is absolutely non- 
qotitroversial. Thi.s subject had come before this Hou.se several times and 
this is the third time that the House will have to give its sanction The 
matter is ‘a very simple one. Certain decrees have been passed for eject- 
ment of non-aKricultural tenants. Those decrees will remain in abeyance 
till a permanent legislation, more comprehensive, can be pas.sed In this 
case Goverment is taking time after time This is the third time that it 
has come to this Honse and I hope it «ill be the last time, and in the mean- 
time a comprehensive legislation will come before the House for discus.sion 
anrl for pai^sing. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: When will it come? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: When 

It will come will depend upon \ou |.eople a- «ell as iiiion the Speaker If 
the Speaker allows iis to function, then in the coiii-e of one vear I hope it 
will be passed. 


Mfe 8ANT0SH kUMAR BASU: K there any ajiprehension that the 
Speaker will not allow them to fnnetion*:' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mi Speaker. Sir. a permaneut 
legislation fought to have beioi intriKhieed long before anil tliere '-hould not 
be |«y {tirther <lela> in intnulueing a permanent legi'^lation. In view of 
the that the provision.s ol — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Dattii, you can mako all tln^^t* Iemark'^ at the 
time of the third reading. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ver\ well. Sir 

The motion of the Hon'lde Nawah Muslnirrutf Ho'-sain, Khan Bahadur, 
that the Bengal Non-Agneultuial rt*nan( \ ( Temjiorar\ I*rovi.>ion> ) f^xtend- 
ing Bill, l!l4d. as pa>.Ned h\ the Bengal liegwlative ( Ouncil, he taken into 
consideration, was tlien put and agreed to. 


Chiu<f< / (infl (uni the f*rv(inihlc. 

The (lUesUon that claiiM'-s 1 and and the Preamhle ‘^tand part of the 
Bill, was tlien put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahi^ur: Sir, 
1 beg to move that tlie Bengal Kon-Agriculturul Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill. P)4d. as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

Sir. 1 hope the honourable iiiembers will not oppose my motion. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think that no 
time should be lost in introducing permanent legislation in the Assembly, 
especially in view of the fact that the provisions of this Bill have been 
rendered ineffective by the recent ruling of the Calcutta High Court 
reported in 4< ( alcuttu M eekly Notes that “suit’* does not include “appeal”. 
So appeals by landlords as well as by tenants are not being staved. In the 
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Act i^lf oaly “suit” has been meutionecl; “appeal” baa not been nien- 
tioned. The result i.s very disastrou.s. Tluuipl, in many cases it hfts been, 
held by the Court that “suit” includes "appeal." but so far as the provi- 
sions of the Benpal N'mi-A>rriciiliurnl Teii.inoy (Temponiry IVovisions) 
Extending Bill are concerned, as 1 have said alreadi it has been held recentlv 
by the Calcutta High Court in 47 Calcutta Weeklx Notes probably two 
weeks ago that “suit" does not include “appear'. ,So appeals both bv 
landlords a.s well as b> lenaiiis are not being -fared In view of this no 
delay should be made in intiodiicing permanenl legi-latu.n and if penim- 
neut legislation cannot be introduced imniedialeh there must be an 
amending bill to the eflc i that • -n.t" include- “appear'. Cnless this is 
(lone, appeal.'^ \ul] not Ite .staged. 

With these remarks. 1 he- t(» .liau ihe aitentimi M the Iloii'hle Minister 
to this matter ami su^^post that thei.* .shtoihl he an amemimeru ma.le to the- 
Act and permanent letrislation shonhl he introdme<l uithoiii dela,\ . 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mi Speakci. Sn. in the last 

('ahinet in giving an extent. m to this Kxtemling Hill, the then Ilon’hle 

Ml. Hanerjee promistnl that an nitliiMnee woiihl }»♦* isxiomI in onh*!’ to proten't 
appeal eases, hut though an Oitimanee ua^ i.'ssued no jU'oteetion was given 
to (he appellants ami ap)'*';ils, ;ii>‘ nita liangin^ like sxsrutU (ui iIh' inuids of 

the poor ajipellanfs I km.u that the m u Cal. met. of uhich the Hoii’hle 

Hawaii Sahel, is ;i nieiiihf*r. umifu st.iuils the jiositum of apj.ellnnts very xvell 
and liope that Xaual. S,ilud. will tr\ t<> sf*r thai an thdinam-e or 
like that is issued alony with this ext^msion (MiuTuise it will cause great 
hardship. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 

1 cannot say aiiv thing about tlie fuiiin* But sn fm u.s ]M'rmaneiit legisla- 
tion of a (’ompreheiisive nature is eoneerm-d. ua* have alnaidv got a Bill 
prepared h\ the Ministry uhieh h^ft otliof in I'MI ami if that Bill is ucei'pted 
by the present (ioxeinment it will he an eas\ affair foi us to follow. This 
ifi my opinion. ^ 

The motion of the Hon hle Xawah Miishariufl Ho>sain. Khan Bahadnr, 
that the Bengal Xon-Agrieulf unil Tenane\ iTemp(.rar\ Brovisionsi Kxteml* 
ing Bill, lf>4d, as '<ettlefl in the Assomhlx. la* pass»*d, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was ilien adjouined'at h pm till 4-‘h) p.rii , on Friday, the 
9th July, 1943, at the As.senihl> Hf)U^e, ('alcuita. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
tbe provisions of the Government of India Act^ 1935. 


Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
9tli July, 1943, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Sj>eaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed N.\rsHKR Ali) in the Chair, 
18 Hon’ble Ministers and 190 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Enquiry into allegations made against Nazir of Jhenida Civil Court 

•43. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (</) Will the Hon’ble Mini^^ter 
ill (*hnr^(‘ of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether there was a complaint to the District Judfre of Jessore by 
the peons of the Jheniila Civil Court aj^ainst the Nazir ot the 
said court ; and 

{it) whether an order oi enquirv was made li\ the Distrii t Jiid^e into 
the complaint? 

(h) If the answer to (r/i (ii) is in the affiimative, will the llon’lde Minister 
be pleaseil to state — 

(/) wlni held the entjuirv . 

(ii) whether at the time ol emjuirv the defMi.sitnuis made by peons were 
misrecordeil ; and 

(lii) wlietlier copies of dejiositions thus made were piven to the com- 
iplainant ? 

<V) It file answers to (//) tn) and iin) aie in the affirmative, will the 
TToiride Minister lie pleased to state what artion, if an\ , he pi-ofioses to 
take ajrainst tlie oflicer holding'- the em|uiry? ^ 

Msuivi SrED ABDUL MA«IID (on behalf of the Hon’bie Nawab 
Musharniff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, Minister in charge of the Judicial 
Department): (oi Yes. 

[h) u) Th(‘ en(|uii\ was held by tbe Muiisif. 

to) No. 

(///) A fietition (ui Iwdialf of tbe l*rocps>-spi \ prs’ A.ssociation was filed 
oil the ‘J9tli Januarv, 1913, for (’opies of the dejMisitions (»f the witnesses 
after on]> two witnesses wme examined The jietition was rejected by tbe 
em|uirin^ ofticer. The jietsons making the complaint were themselves 
dejMMients and their depositions were read over to them and admitted by 
them to have been <'orrectl\ recorded. 

(<9 Does not arise. 
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Byt^e^ion of Mymonsingh District School Boord hold in NdrofcofMU 

•44t Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: <#0 Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department l)e plea*<e{I to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that the District Magistrate of Mymeiisin^'h chun;*re(l the time of 
recording of votes fn>m 10 a.m. to 4 p.iu to 10 a. in. to 1*2 noon 
in connection with the Distriit School Ihiard hve-eleotion held 
in Netrokona suhdivisinn from the ‘JOih tn the ‘JOth January, 
1043, without any notiti< ation whatsoever or juevious intimation 
to the can(li(late> or voters concerned: art«l 
(n) that a larjre nunilH*r ot \ote!> could not exen isc theii ri^jrht of 
voting: as a result ? 

(h) If the an.swer to u?) is m the attirmntive, wdl the Utm’hle Minister 
he jdea.sed to state the reasons tlrf'reof' 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Tamizuddin Khan): (,/. ,,i N.. Ili.i ii„. .-iMloMire 

olovcd f(i fre.sli ;it 1:.’ ihmhi 

(//) (to\ernnient ha\e no intor mat ion 

(h) It seenis that the Distro t Maijisti:»ic o\eilo<.k(‘d tii,* km cut amend- 
ment ot the rule (•n th(’ point and ,0 IimI on a uronu intet pret afion of the 
old rules \\ h u li \\ fU'c »i m 1 m o' uou s ( 1 1 • \ n me n t !i .n c om oi d i n cl \ set aside 
the election. 

Msuivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mnh if*f»'i**n'’c to .mswer it/i (/». will 
the Hon Ide Minister he jilcasod to state wh\ tin- pollmn^ enclosure wa.s 
closed to trcsli admissi(jiis. ;,f noon \\ hen the time lot ptdiinc "as from 

a in. to 4 j) m. y 

The Hon»ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In k snvci i A, il.at has been 
explained. It was a mistake oii th** part of the Distin't Macistrate |o have 
done so. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon Idr Minisfci he pleased 
to state whether the rroveniment c.dled lor aii\ e.\]danalion from 1 lo* District 
Magistrate for tliis misinterjnvf ation of the rules:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: > . !..< au-c it was a ffon/j 

fi(h' mistake. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon lde Minister he pleased to*stute if 
he is awai'e that this vcr\ (piestitui was answered in the I;isj session also}' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : I tun not aware. 

Establishment of primary schools in Wafcf Estates. 

•45. Dr, 8ANAULLAH: o/j AVill the n<m'hle Minister in charp* of 
the Eflucation l)e]tartment lie pleased to state wiiether it is a fact — 

K) that the Suh-Inspector of .'sr hooD ju the ( hiftaconc district asked 
the inutwallis of M'akf Estates to make a ot the Wakf lands 
oil wliirh formerly a iiiaktah, or a riiaflrasah or some other edu- 
cational in.stitution existed in affoidaixe tvith the proviNiotin of 
the wakf deeds; and 



QT’ESTIONS. 


[9th July, 


(ii) that on enforcement of the Beng*al (Rural) Primary Education Act, 
LW), Huch institutions’ have been converted into free primary 
srhools 

(b) Is it also a fact that the mutwallis have been advised to execute a 
deed of ^ift by ^^-ivin^ a wrf»n,ir survey number and an incorrect record of 
the j)]ot y 

(r) If the answers to (rr) and (b) are in tlie affirmative, will the Kon’ble 
Minister Ije pleased to state the reasons therefor !*" 

Th« Hofi’ble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: (/7) (f) No, The execution of 
a fresh dcefl rjf ^rift is not insisted upon for the establishment f)f a free 
primary school in a case wheie theie is a pio\i-.ion in tlie Wakt deed itself 
for the establishment of a inaktab oi a madiasah. 

(//) In such case the institution is M)n^erte^l into a free priniarv school 
with the consent of the mutwalli (oncerned. 

(b) No. 

tc) Does not arise. 

Excavation of Bhedra Bil in Nator subdivision. 

*46. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: o) N th^ Il n 1.1 Minister 
ill char^'‘e ol tlie Communications and AVoiks Dejiui tmeni aware oi the 
fact — 

(/) that the e.\ca\atiou of the Bhedra bf/ in Natoi suIhHn i'-ion was under- 
taken b\ the Im;;ation DcjantnuMit :is a inaioi il l iyat ion scheme 
with Kajsliahi District Board < onti ibut mn of iiii ot the total 
cost of l{s.:i(;,00(); 

(//) that the Hajshahi Distiict Board has ;)lp‘ail\ pawl BsS.llOO; and 

(///) that the work was be<run but left untinishe<) b\ the Inijjfatiun 
Department y 

(b) If th(‘ answ'er to o/) is in the attinuati\e. will the TToji’ble Minister 
be pleased to stat<* the reasons foi disi ont iiiuiio^’ the work? 

(c) AVill the Tlon ble Minister be pleased to state the amount spent by 
(lovertiinent for the woik up to thi-' da\ ? 

o/) When do the (Tovernment pntpose to finish the work? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): ( »'/ ' < / > Yes . 

(//) No The\ have paid IN T.t'tM) so fai. 

(///) Yes, except that the woik of lemoval oi bats from the bed of the 
lixer is in pro^'-rt'ss. 

lb) Tlie emeiyrent condition neated by the War on act'oiint of which 
lulxiur could not Ive procured except at exorbitantly hijrh rates nei essitated 
the jxmemeiit of the work. 

(c) Rs.l8,3Sd up to the end of March, 194-3. 

iff) Steps are beins- taken, notwithstanding present adverse conditions, 
to resume the work after the rainy .season. 

Kizi ABUL MASUD: With reference to answer (h), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government propose to take in this 

matter P 
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Hon’blt Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN, (iovernment 15 having 
the scimbme re-examined and ii< trying tti have it incorimrated in the “Grow 
More Food” Campaign. 

Flood in Nator subdivision in 1938. 

*87. Kazi ABUL MASUDt Will tlie Ilon'lde Mini>ter in <'hurge 
of the Communications and ork> Department U* plea.st‘d to vtate what are 
the causes of the last HtMul ot Natt.r subdivision in l!)‘}<sy 

(b) Will the Iloirhlt' Munster he pleased to stale \^hat steps Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter ^ 

The Hon’bfe Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: iwi The main cause 

wsis high flood in the (ranges ami the •Jainuna, which rivers ncse to their 
highest level e^er recorded, comhined with a heavy pre«'ipitution <»f local 
rainfall. Ihe foilcoving were ccmtnhutorx causers, n:., natural rise of the 
spill area, deterioration of spill idiannel.s, cutting cd river spill hy embank- 
ments, and extensive deforestation in the catcdiment ait^a. 

(})) Affluxes in the (»peiiiiigs in roads and railway emluinkments are 
being regularly observed since* the flood of IJtdS. Kemediul measures will 
be considereef on the basis of data to he* obtained by means of a contour 
sury'ey projioscd to be uiidc‘rtakeii on the termination of the War. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hcm lde Ministei hc^ pleased 

to give Us sonic* idea w lien the* contour suivey in Nator sulxlivision is 
expected to lie taken up!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: The wotk was under- 

taken hut wa> postponed sometime in 1 ‘M'J I am, h(»yye\**r. taking ste])s to 
have it lesumed. 

Removal of Chairmen of Faridpur and Bankura District Boards. 

♦48. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (o Will the Hon hie 

Ministc*!' in ch. nge of tlo- Ihihlo Ile.iltli and Local .'self-thoernmeiit Depart- 
ment he jdeased tc» state wliethc*r it is a fact - 

(/) that the ('liairnieti of l aiicljuu and Ihcnkura Dislrnt Hoards haye 
been remoyed; 

(it) that in the case of Hogia Distint Hoard an outsider not hii\ing 
rocjuisite fram-hise (jualificatioijs was appointed as (’hairman: and 
(iti) that in doing ,so. a (»overnment circular gi\ing the said local Isaly 
the jHiwer to elect its own (‘hairman had to W rescinded, with- 
drawn or cancelled'" 

If the aiisw'c*! to (u> uni is in tlje affirmatiye, will the Ilon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state the eflfec t to the cancellation of the said Board? 

(c) Is it ‘a fac t that (iovernmeni are contemjdating the supersession of 
the Mymensingh District Hoard ? 

(r/) If 80, will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state the retsem 
tlierefor ? 
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KHin Sshib HAMIOUDOIN AHIffAD (on of tfio Hon*b||p Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad, Minister in charge of the Public Health 
and Local Self-Government Department): iu) in Yes. 

(ti) A non-riiember of the Board %as appointed as Chairman. The Bengal 
Jyoc-al^lMiovernuieiit Act does not prescribe any qualifications for appoint- 
ment as Chairman. 

(lit} The previous tTOverniiieiit Order uuthori.sing the District Board to 
eJe('t its Cfiairmnn was rescinded. 

(h) The Board was deprived of the power to elect its ow*n Chairman. 

fc) and (fl) 1 he last (lovernment asked th(* District Board to show cause 
why it should not }>e sii|>erseded on certain charges of incompetency and 
default in fhe iH‘rformun{ e of its duties. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to 
state with reference to answer (//» whether the (ioveniment i)rnpf»e to give 
the Board who are deprived r>f the power tn elect its own Chairman its 
normal power of electing it.s own Chairman now? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The matter is umhi considera- 
tion of (lovernment. , 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will tin* Hon’hle Minister he jileased 
to state with reterence to answer (oi {n> whether tlo'ie is an\ definite rule 
h\ wiiich (lovernment can aiqxont a man who js not a meniher oi the Board 
as (ditiirman ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to .state the rule or the seiOnm h\ which that can he done? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is m the Act itself. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Section 22 , 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon hie Minister he plea>ed to 
state if the gentlmian whr. was appionted as Cliairman, District Boai'd of 
liuiikura, was not a voter at all? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I w.uit notice 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister he pleased 
to state wiiether in tlie case of the hist election of the District Ihuird Chair- 
man of Hankiira ti>e Sadar Suhdivisional t^thccr took uii active jiart ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (iove rnmexit has got no definite 
information. 

Mf. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon hie Minister he pleased to 
state whether (Tovenuuent under the Act can appoint any man as the 
Chairman of a District Board? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: W ho is not even a voter? 
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Ktol Sthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

% 

MilliYi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (c) and (</K 
will the Hon’ble Mini.*iter be pleased to state the grounds on which the 
District Board was askeil by the lust (loverniueut to .show cause why it 
should not be superseded Y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The membei is referred to answer 
(c) and {(1). 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Ibm'hle Minister be pleuse<! to 
state whether by appointing a non-ineinber us ('hainnan (he number has 
not been increased Y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: l)ne> the Art allow ity liow was it <ione^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There is no bur under the Art 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state tor what period of time ran a non-memher work as Chair- 
man Y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In thr tuesent (use the Chair- 
man was app(»in(eil foi onh one \ear 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: M\ ({ue>«tion has not been 

an.swere<l Will tlie Hon hie Mini^tei he jdea>ed to state lot how long ran 
a non-memher art as ( hairman oi a Distnrt lioaid.*' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Th.tt is a legal opinion 1 want 
notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With retereiK'e to ant^weI < <■ i and (</), 
will the Hon'ble Minister he idease<l to state whether un\ specific charges 
were brought agaiu.st the District Board in addition to those mentioned in 

tba aneweiP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 cannot sit\ offhand. The 
charges were incompetence and default in the performance of duties 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Barliamentary Secretarv be pleased to 
state whether the (Tovernment received an> report from the Di-^trict 
Magistrate on the explanatifm submitte<l hy the Di.strict B<»ard? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Karim, no doubt tbe> are I^irliarnentury 
Secretaries but when they are answering iiuestions thp> are answering them 
on behalf of the Ministers. The rule sa\s, “ ..to whoms<iever the power 
is delegated by the Minister i-s a Minister”. ' ^ 

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 suggest that this confusion 
will be avoided if the expression “will tk# Qijvtnment be pleased to 

u uaed. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That matter is under c<>n8identioa but for the 
3)re»ent, as I see tiie rules, when a question's asked it would be better to 

.ask, “will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state ”, even if the Parlia- 

jiieutary Secretary answers the question. 


MrMAiDUL KARIM: All right, Sir. 


Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state if he has received any 
report from the District Magistrate on the explanation submitted by the 
‘District Board)' 


Khan Ealilli HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes ^ 

Mr. ABDUI. KARIM: A\ill the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state 
what is the date of the letter of the District Magistrate containing the 
report Y 

Khtn SthUl I^AMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Some time in the month of 
•January. 

DR|«BDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hr>n’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state w’hether the (government is aware of any statement made by the 
‘ex-('hairmun of the IJistrict Board of Bankura? 

Mr. SPEAKER: W here? 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In the papers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not a]h)W the question. 

Mr. AHlMEO H08AIN: W ill the Ilon’ble Miuistei be pleased to state 
when the term of otiice of the present Chuiiman of tlie Bogra District Board 
will exj>irey 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Joti. >i J.bol of July 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In vie^^ <d the answer just now given 
that the term of office of the ('hairman will t‘X]>irc on the ‘..^“nd of July, will 
the Hon ble Minister be pleusod to state whether (iovernment prupo.se to 
have an elect i(Mi jttter the e\pir\ «»t his {»tfi(’e? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Jl is umler the consideration of 
'Government . 


Report of the Committee on Public Accounts. 

•48. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: W ill the lion ble Minister in 
«charge of the^ I' inanee Dejiartmeut be pleased to state — 

(n't what ac tion «ml deeisitui, if any, has been taken on the Report of 
the (.’oramittee on Public Accounts, dated the 2()th November, 
194'.), and especially with reference to (Bh item No. J. paragraph 
8(B), item No. — at page i? of the Report and page 4, IVoceed- 
ings of the first meeting, dated the 10th No\ember, 1942; 

(h) what action has been taken against officers whose neglect of duty 
and absence of supervision led to tke loss of Ra. 9, 1^496; 
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(c) whether Goveriiinent have accepted the adrice of the Committee 
that lamp provisions should not be included in the Budget for 
scheme^, the details of which have not been settled (p. 3, p. II, 
P. 5, para. 8) ; 

{d) what are the reasons for the failure to utilise Rs.l,15,00(Kout of a 
grant of Rs. 2, 85, ()()() for Sche<lule<l Caste education ; what has 
been done with the unspent balance (p. 7): 

(e) what are the reasons for failure to utilise nearly Rs.l? lakhs put 
of the discretionary grants by DiNtri<>t Officer for rural recon- 
struction work. What has l)eeii done with the unspent balance 
(p. 8) I' 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'lile 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goewami) : {a) and (5) A%por( will be laid in due 
course before the Public Accounts (’oininittee at its next meeting. 

(r) Yes. This advice is in coiisonaut*e with (fovernnieut’s own |>olicy. 

(d) and (ci Do not concern this department. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawera to which were hud on the table) 

Appointments of House Surgeons. 

21. Kazi ABUL MASUD: in) Will the Hoir})lc Minister in charge of 
the Public Healtli an<l Local Self-(iovernmeiit Department l)e pleased to 
state — 

{/) whether interview wa.s granted t(» a number of candidates tf) fill up 
five postN of House Surgeon (indoors in the Medical Lollege, 
Calcutta, on the ‘Jnd February, 1943; and 
(;/> whether the.se po.sts have been filled up!'' 

(h) If the answer to (a) i.s iii the affirmative, will tlie Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state tlie number of }»o.‘its filled by — 

(1 I Hindii.s, and 
(‘..L Mu.'^lim.'i.^ 

Khan Sahib HAMtDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad) : {fi} Yes. 

(hf (1» 5. 

(2) Nil. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the HotPhle Minister be pleased 
to state the name of the api»oiuting authority and the procedun* frdlowed by 
hini in the matter of ap]>ointmeiits 

. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Principal of the Medical 
College. 

BMhi MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Miniaier be pleased 
to state how the appointments were madeP 
15 
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Khan tahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Applications were invited and 
the Principal made selection of the candidates. 

Mn ABDUL WAHAB KHAN I Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many Muslim candidate* were interviewed by the appointing 
authority y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why not a .single Muslim was appointed to any of these posts 
while five Hindus were appointed ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the opinion of the appointing 
authority no suitable Muslim candidate was available. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the HonMde Minister be pleased 
to state how many Muslims applied for these posts and wlmt were their 
qualihoations ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: All were M. B.’s, but I cannot 
say their exact number. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the H«i'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the five Hindus who have been nppointetl are M.B 's, D.P.H.’s 
or anything elsel^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They are also M B s. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Then, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
jdeased to state what are the reasons for not ap])()inting Muslims on the 
ground that no suitable Muslim candidate was available ‘f 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The appointments were made by 
the previous Government. I can assure the honourable member that every- 
thing w'ill be scrutinised by the pre.sent (iovernment when such an occasion 
arises. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Communal Ratio Rules were applied in the case of 
these appointments ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the Communal Ratio Rules were not applied in these cases? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: These were honorary appoint- 
ments when they were made. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
la state whether there is any aUowance attached to these appointments? 
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Khm Sthill HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* When these appointments are 
first made they are honorary, hut after some time the (lese^^’i«g persons are 
given some honorarium. 

Mr* ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: l\ill the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether these persons have been appointed under the Emergency 
Scheme ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want iK^tiee. 

Mr* ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: ill (Government con>ider the desirability 
V of undoing the injustice done to the Muslims in this case?^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN KHAN: ( ertuinly this (iovernmeut will 
look into the matter. 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased (o state if 
it is a fact that all the candidates who were intervievve<l were Hindus!' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware of the fact. 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pelase<l to consider 
the desirability of enquiring into the matter!' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi <IASIMUDDIN AHMED: AVil) the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the ('ommunal Ratio Rules will be 
applied when these lionorars officers will be ubsorbeil in stipioidiary posts H 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. Communal Ratio Rules will 
appl \ . 

Excavation of Salikha (Narad) near Nator town. 

22. Kazi ABUL MASUD: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the (’ommunications and AA'orks Department be pleased to state whether an 
irrigati<iu scheme for excavation of Salikha (\arud) near about Nator town 
was started by the (iovernmeut some 2 years back I' 

(/>) Is it a fact that the work has not yet been completed? 

(cl If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasona for 
the delay in the completion of the work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Oj) The work wa« 
undertaken in January, 1941. 

(h) Yea, 

(c) The slow progress of the scheme is due to the emergent condition 
created by the War, on account of which labour could not be procured except 
at exorbitantly high rates. 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government will consider the desirability of completing the scheme 
by the end of the financial year? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAINS If it is possible, yes. 
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EliGtioii of Profidont of Myinansiiigh Diotrlot tcliool ioord. 

23« Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
cliarge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any legal 
opinion was taken before giving their decision on the petition for setting 
aside the election of President of the District School Board, Mymensingh? 

(b\ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have fixed any date for the election of the President of the District 
School Board, Mymensingh, after their decision on the election petition? 

(<;) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon 'hie Minister l)e / 
pleasetl to state the reason therefor? 

The HoiPble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(h) Government have issued orders for the election of the President of 
the Mymensingh District School Board in accordance with the revised rules 
which provide that the District Magistrate shall hold the election as soon as 
possible after the receipt of the direction of the Provincial Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state the designation of the law officer of (Toverninent whose legal opinion 
was taken on this subject ? 

Tha Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: All this was done during the 
previous regime. I <lo not kn(»w the name of the f>fticer who^e opinion was 
taken, and for that I want notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions ovci. 

PemNng questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, before >ou take up the regular 
business of the day may 1 bring to \our notice tliat there aie a large number 
pf questions lying unanswered from the lust ses.sion ? I have got at le.ist 
four questions which have not vet been answered. May we know, Sir, 
if these questions will be answered during this session? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, I .see from nn office re])oit that there are a large 
number of questions pending. 1 will look into the matter and take neces- 
sary steps. 

Non-official Reaolutions. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move the reso- 
lution which stands in niN name, viz., that this Assembly is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to — 

(ol set ut liberty all persons detainetl in prison or restrained under rule 
129 or rule 2t» of the Defence of India Rules or under Regulation 
HI of 1818 for their political views or activities; 

(6) release all persons convicted for offences connectt^d with the move- 
ment following the arrests of Congress leaders in August, 1942; 
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(c) appoint a tribunal consii.^tiug of at least two })ersons of the position 

of High Court Judge?, to review all cases of political security 
prisoners and convict^ after giving full opportunity to the persona 
concerned to meet the charges agaist them, if any, in case 
Government fails to release (he persons immediatelv ; and 

(d) appoint a non-othcial committee composed of all parties in both 

the Houses of Legislature to advise Government on the amenities 
and treatment provided for in the jails and detention camps for 
difterent classes of political prisoners and detenus. 

Sir, eleven years ago and man\ \ears before that 1 used to liear my hus- 
band appeal and urge the re]eu>e (d pcditical pri.sonerv. Since then I have 
lieard many people doing the same thing. I m\self have tried m\ best tr» do 
something, but it seems to me that (iovernment have become just like those 
people who live constantly by the side of a disturbing noise. If >ou ask 
(hem after a time “does not this noise disturb .\ou“, (he\ .sa,N “Gh, no, 
we do not even notice it” and it seems to me that it is just what has 
hapi>ened with the (Tovernment. Do (iovernment never think that these 
young men should have a chance to live a normal life^ Do (}ie,\ nev(*r 
think that these >oung men uant to live with their wivi's, children and 
]>arentsi^ Governmets c(une and Governments go, but our political prisoners 
are with us here at all tll^e^ I am not going to plead or urge or ap])eul for 
the release ot the'-e prisoners I know it is useless, but I am going to say 
that you must release the'-e people. How long can \ou go on keejiing 

them like this!^ The Higli ( ourt ha*- given a judgment that the retention 

of these boys under rule Jt) i> illegal, but has it made an> diflereneey The 
judgment has given tliem freedom, hut what has hajipfUiedl'' llefore they 
can even breathe the tiesh air of freedom, the\ are rearrested and taken 
hack to jail. I know you will say that these young men are a great danger 
in times of war. hut nia\ I remind you that hundreds of these young men 
were in jail long before the war commenced. War, it Heems, i.s for freedom 
for all nations, hut the Indiiln political prisoners come under a new category. 
They are not supposed to want freedom. Sujiposing I say if these young 
men are guilty and if there i.s a strong case against them, give them a (rial, 
bring them out and give them a (rial, but do not keep them locked in jail, 
(rive them a chance of showing what is right and what is WTong. You bav6 

kept them without trial. Is it because yt»u feel that if the> are put to trial, 

you will be the guilty people ami they will be proved to be innocent people? 
As I have said, I will not plead. 1 will not urge. I know how useless if is, 
but I will say ‘*You must release these boys, you must give them a chance 
of showing what they can do”. 

I want to speak also about overcrowding in jails. You arrest theae young 
men in numbers. You do not know whether (here is room for them or not. 
You do not know whether they can be treated decently or not. They are 
not criminals, they are political prisoners. If there is sickness and there 
,V-not slight but very serious illness —there is no proper medical atten- 
tion, there is no proper medicine for them. There is no proper food for 
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'iten those who are there. You have raised the allowance to Rs. 1-8. What 
a great thing it is! It costs them more than Rs. 1-8 to live now. One can 
hardly exist on Rs. 1-8. We ourselves know^ that this is quite true. 

In Dacca a young man died the other day. He was released when it 
was too late to save him. His old father went to Dacca to take him home, 
but he was too weak to he taken and his father had not enough money to 
take him home and feed him. You may say that he might have been better 
off in jail. But I say, no, that poor man had no money not because he had 
one son in jail or two sons in jail but he had three sons in jail and before 
even a small amount could }>e given to him as financial help, his son had 
died and his brother returned the money to me saying that it was too late. 

Then, Sir, 1 want to speak about the matter of interview. To get an 
interview with a political prisoner — unless one is a person who can* kick 
up a row, 1 put it in that way — is extremely difficult and people have to 
wait and w^ait before they can see their friends and relations. 

Then, again, there is the matter of delay for prisoner.s who sometimes 
wish to see their dying relations and who want leave on parole. The verv 
nature of that request shows that the matter should be expedited. But 
what happens? Sir Nazimuddin told iis the other day that questions and 
enquiries took such a long time and the man died and so no one bothered 
even to send a reply to the man. 1 do beg of you if wm do not release these 
men, at least treat them as ordinary human beings. 

Then, last but not least, there i.s the matter of internees. You must 
admit that an internee is a man who is not imprisoned for what he has done 
but he is a man who is interne«l for what he might do. 1 will give you the 
case of a man in ('hiltagong. Tliat man was a hfuneoiiatliic doctor. He 
was, it is admitted, earning Us. lot) a month and a man with Us. loO a 
month could educate, clothe ami feed his children fairly respecta})ly in 
those days. We all know' that if a man has an income of Us. loO, he is 
often expected to lielp his relations. This man also was not unusual. 
He was supporting his family and he was also educating his nephew. In 
October, l{)4‘-2, he was suddenly interned. I tried, he tried and others have 
tried to get an allowance for that man. Five months later in the month of 
February, 1948, he has been allowed the handsome sum of Rs. lo for 7 
people. We thought it was a mistake and the wife at first refused it. But 
hunger is a hard master and she had no <»lher alternative but to accept that 
fifteen rupees. I may tell you this also that the money was not granted 
from the day of hivS iuternment hut ”» months later. So, for five mouths 
nobody cared how- he lived. The allowance is not even r>ne-tenth of his 
income. 

I have another letter here from another medical practitioner. He worked 
in the Uamkrishna Mission. He writes to me — unknown to me and unknown 
to the public — *‘I have been i.ssued with an order of restraint which means 
that although I had a fonner appointment, 1 cannot work there as I cannot 
move from my house to my pharmacy”. I heg of you to have an enquiry 
made as to why 1 have been treateil in this way and how am I to meet the 
expenses? ^ ♦ 
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Then, Sir, I want to go into the matter of allowance. This is a dis- 
graceful matter. For months and months, weekly and even daily I have 
been receiving letters from people begging me to do something in the matter 
of allowance. So far it seems to me that no allowances are being granted 
and when there are one or two cases, the amount granted is between Rs. 10 
and Rs. 15. How is it possible for these people today to meet their expenses 
with this small amount)' Everyone knows that I am particularly interested 
in Chittagong naturallA, but I have received letters also from Rajshahi and 
other parts of Bengal an<i all of them beg of me to do something for their 
families and to see that they may have some allowanees. I have seen the 
authorities and everywhere I am treated with the utmost courtesy, but that 
does not feed wives and children of those political prisoners. 

I think this is all that I have to say. But before resuming my seat, I 
again say that you must release these young men. give them a chance and 
see what they are going to do. How can their release endanger the country P 
You have kept them locked up for years, (live them a chance. What is 
their sin, I ask)' Their sin is that the\ want freedom for their country, 
freedom for themselves aud freedom for their childrtMi. t^Xpplause from the 
Opposition Ben^lle^.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. we have seen that resolutions are 
tabled and m(»ved in this house. We have also seen that resolutions, even 
if passed, do not pmduce au.N result, hut tins time I rise with great hope 
and expectation l)ecause the Hon’ble (’hief Minister, just on the eve of his 
formation of the Ministrs, made a brilliant statement which we read from 
inside the jail that the\ were going to release the political prisoners. This 
resolution i.s nothing but the expression of the desire of the Hon ble (diief 
Minister whicli he declared in a statement before the formation of the 
Ministry. There is an amendment moved by friend 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has not yet been moved. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It may be moved, Sir. In anticipa- 
tion of this amendment 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu. if there is any difficult\, technical or other- 
wise, becau.se it has not yet been moved, you may refer to the contents and 
go on speaking in that way, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 do not know whether the amend- 
ment will be moved or not. The amendment 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, please resume your seat. I will allow 
you to speak afterwards. Mr. .Siddiqi. 

Tht Mr. Khwija 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, he will be in the 

Assembly hi five minutes. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. to help the House and 
to assist you in thi.s connection, may I ri.se <»n a jwdnt of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Point of order has not yet arisen. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As you have already beeu pleased to 
when Mr. Siddiqi is going to more 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I frankly confess that I am to a certain extent 

in this matter. Mr. Siddiqi came to me and told me that he would 
like tf) speak alter another speaker has spoken. That is why I called upon 
Mr. Kumlu. That is my own fault (cries of ‘‘No,’* “No” >. Mr. Siddiqi 
is not here. So it will Ije improper that in his absence in the House you, 
I)r. Sanyal, or anybody should speak. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In the amendment 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You may refer to it in an inrlirect way. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In the propo.sed amendment it has 
been admitted that the release of political pri.soners is a matter w'hich has 
attracted the attention of an individual (^‘vernment member, but the 
diffetence with us is that Government want to release the prisoners by 
teViewin^*' individual ca.ses, whereas we press for who]e>ale relea.se. Sir, I 
w’as in jail for ten months. I say that at least !MI per cent, if not more, of 
the prisoners are detained for nothin^^ and that Goveniment are spending 
lot of money for their detention. My case will be that when the Chief 
Minister — when he was not a Minister — held out a jirnmise t-o release 
prisoners, the release of prisoners should go on as a policy of release and 
not by driblets by scrutiny of individual case.s, because even if there were 
reasons for their detention, their detention w'as at a time when the cir- 
cumstances were dilt'erent from the circumstances that are existing now. 
If these prisoners are relea.se<l I stnmgly believe that there will be no 
movement, especially when a man like Mr. liujagopalachariar who has some 
influence oVer the country is arranging fur a meeting (tf the All-India 
(\mgress Committee for revising the resolution of the Congress. I do not 
know’ whether the Congress will accept his view, but it may be told safely 
that even if these prisoners are released there is no danger td any subversive 
movenients in view of the fact that economic ctinditious are very very bad 
and unfavourable for any movement. On the contrary if these political 
prisoners are released whole.sale there will be a change in the political 
atmosphere in the country and I believe stiff problems like the food problem 
will even be solved, because these people who are in jail now are very 
popular figures in the country. If they go out, if they go to thwr people 
and try their level best, they may help in somewhat solving this problem. 
So my point is; release the political prisoners, release them immediately, 
release them not by driblets and not after the scrutiny of individual oasea 
but wholesale. What are these records, on which detentions have been 
based. The records are fx-parfr records without any legal proof. Some- 
thing has been written against them and these records have been taken to 
be true and they have been imprisoned without trial. So it would not help 
us in any way if they wish to release these prisoners by looking into the 
If cords. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you give us your experienced 
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ilf« NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I shall give my expeii«TtM. The 

resolution has two parts: one relates to the release of political prisoners 
and the other refers to the amenities of political prisoners. A committee 
Las been sugge.sted to he formed for looking into these matters. I want tt> 
place some of the facts before the Hiui'^e because if I am to go into 
all of them I would reiiuire mueh time. The fir.st thing 1 want to say is 
about the writing and receiving of letters b\ the prisoners. The letters^ 
Mhich are written by prisoners and the letters which are written to prisonerti 
are delayed in censoring. 1 have at m\ dispo.sal at least 50 letters and I 
can show that in at least a dozen cases a delu\ o\ 91 days. 70 days, and 74 
days ha.s occuiTe<l in the ])rocess <>f censoring. lUit when we looke<l into the 
letters actually nothing was ceus(>r<*d. A letter was sent and it was delayed 
in the censor offitv f(»r !U da>s Kven in tlicM- <litti<‘ult war times it a letter 
was dispatched from Cahulta to London it would reach there earlier than 
91 days. This privilege ot writing and recei\ing letleis has become a farce. 
The jmrpose of writing letters gots cleurl\ frustiate<l. 

As regards intiovicws. wt* find that months aie taken h\ tin* Special 
Branch and the Intelligence Bramh in granting the first interview. 

Regarding medical cu.st*^. I ma\ intoim the liousr that they are 
absolutelv negle<*ted. 1 will onl\ relate H cas<*s of scouritv pris(»nei*s. One 
case is that of Sri Aswini Kumar (inpta. He went to jail in perfectly 
sound health. He began to >utlci from b»w icvci, He was taken to the 
Medieval Ofli <‘er ot the .lail and examined with a view, if iH*cessarv. to send 
him to tlie Medical ('(diegr toi examination h\ a specialist Nohoily cared 
to see what the trouble wa> with him. After or .‘1 months' intense 
suffering, he was taken to the Meilical College and the sjiecialist there 
declared it to he a case ot T. H. He is now undergoing treatment in the 
Jadavpur T. 13. Hospital. 1 do not know whether he will he curetl or not. 

Even now, there is one case in tin* l*re‘-idenc> -lail. His name is Sri 
Bimal Nag and there is another whose name is Sri Nitai flana. They 
have been getting low fever lor the last two months in tlie jail. They are 
now in the jail hospital. As long as I was there, they were not sent to the 
Medical College for evamination hv u speeialist. In this way, eases wdiich 
could have been cured, if taken care of at the early stage, are neglected, 
and they are sure to die without being cared f(»r. 

There was one Sri Amur Mukherji who was suffering from chronic 
asthma. Since his detention he was always in -the jail hospital. After 
about 7 or 8 months, he was sent to the Mediial fNdlege. This is how' the 
affairs in the jail hospital are going on. 

Then there is the arrangement for furnishing us with clothing and other 
equipments. I was there for about ten months. T'early dues of clothings, 
etc., are given in two instalments. For a long time, till the expiry of six 
months, in ,»pite of iiiy repeated requests, they did not give them to me. 
There are many more in the Presidency Jail wh<i are being treated in the 
same way. The rules which are there sjwcifically mentioned in the Bengal 
Security Prisoners Rules are iin>re observed in their breaches. There is no 
regular arrangement, there is no regular system. The irregularity and 
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want of system are the fashion in at least the Presidency Jail. In small 
matters the jail staff will conduct themselves in a manner which is very 
provokiii#^. We once thought of approaching the authorities with a view 
to enabling us to have our night meal outside the dormitorj', because there 
was no room for taking our meal inside the dormitory. The lock-up hour 
was 8 p.m. We were moving the higher authorities for the extension of 
time. There was correspondence passing between us and the Inspector- 
(ieneral of Prisons. We suggested that though the lock-up hour was 8 p.m. 
till it w’lis extended they might allow' us to finish our night meal before S 
j).m. in the dining hall outside the dormitory. There could not be any 
objection to that suggestion being acc.epted. AVhat happened was this. 
On the 24th or 2oth March when the security prisoners sat to take their night 
Jiieal in the dining hall outside the dormitory, the Additional Jailor came 
with warders and asked us to get up when we had not finished our meal. We 
]>ointed out to him that it was not even loi k-up hour and told him that we 
were not going to delay the hs'k-up hour. But he withdrew^ those ordinary 
prisoners who were then serving our meals. This is how the jail staff treat 
the political prisoners in a very objectionable manner. It may be that these 
prisoners were there f(»r preventing them from comniitting a prejudicial art, 
but it was never meant by the Government to insult them, to drag them away 
from their half-finished meal. Tlnuigh it was never the intention of 
(iovernment, yet it is done in jail. 

Now, Sir, 1 must tell the House that there is again no arrangement for 
regular visits either by «»fb(‘ials or non-officials. Though I was in the jail 
for about 10 months the Chief Presidency Magistrate visited the jail only 
once. There is a provision in the Bengal .Security Prisoners’ Rules that the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate is an otbcial visitc^r ami will visit the jail every 
quarter. But he does not <lo so. During the period of 10 months wdieii I 
was there (Uily two visitors, viz., Mr. Mallik and Mr. Ab<lur Rahim visited 
the jail each only once. There is no arrangement for checking the high- 
handedness and the vagaries of the jail staff. The Superintendent is an old 
man, has no ability fo inspect or supervise the jail staff. He is old enough 
to retire. He is also not adequately qualified to hold such a responsible 
position. 1 do not know how he is there even up till now. I forgot to 
mention one thing and this is regarding the writing of letters. As I have 
been able to see the rules regarding writing letters, I am positive that 
the rules provide that the .security prisoner is entitled to writai.^q|i two sides 
of two sheets of letter papers but when he writes on two side#' it is always 
invariably withheld either by the jail authorities or censoring authorities. 
I do .imt know under what authority and under what rules they withhold 
these letters. Now, Sir. these grievances were accumulating and there was 
the most dastardly assault on us on the 2oth April. I was present there all 
along and we informed the authorities at once by telegraphic message about 
the incident. I am sorry that even when we sent telegrams to the Inspector- 
General of Prisons and to the Chief Minister, the Inspector-General of 
Prisons did not care to pay any visit to the jail. 1 must tell the House 
that wre also lodged a formal complaint before the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate which, however, has been pending without any orders being 
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pdsded. He has not passed any order whatsoever. Now, after coming out 
when I met the Hon’ble the Chief Minister he directed the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate to proceed according to law. I do not kn(^w if I am entitled 
to speak ab(»ut the details of the case but I must tell the House that this was 
a very serious case and the jail authorities, in my opinion, were responsible 
for the assault. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr sidinp. 

Point of ordor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ihi a point of order. Sir. I presume 
Mr. Siddiqi. as he was going to look into certain papers, was trying to move 
an amendnienT which has been circulated and placed before the House. It 
is supposed to be an amendment to the rencdution ol Mrs. Sen (hiptu 

Mr. SPEAKER; Y oil are raising a point of order on the proposed 
amendment ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. and before Mr. Siddiqi i.s called 
upon to move the amendment 1 would like to have \our ruling, Sir, on the 
admi^sibilitv ot thi> amendment a" an amendment at all and I would base 
m> argument <*n t\v(» gnuind-' 

First rd all. Sir, thi-' a substitution of a motion and an amendment 
cannot be accepted whieb seek-^ to substitute the entire n*so]ution in a new 
form. An amendment can at most modify lertain portion or portions of tbe 
resolution nmved And even it a very substantial part (*oubl have bt*en 
kept out ami a .substitution inserted in its plaee there must )>e some portion 
of tbe oiiginal re^<dution left behiml. Sir, tbe present resolution or tlie 
projjosed amendment of Mr. Siddi(|i does not retain any part ot Mrs. Sen 
Gupta's resolution and therefore it i> out of order. 

Seeondl>. Sir, we find that this pn»po.s4*d amendment is in tlie form of 
rec(»rding an appreeiutitm of the aetivitie" <»f the present Ministry whereas 
the rules of the Assembly justl\ state that a resoluti«m this House or an 
amendment tberet<> should be in tbe form <»f a declaration of opinion and 
we alw’Hvs have re.sidutions to tbe effect that “tlii.s Assembly is of opinion, 
etc.” ! The “form * in which resolution.s are required to be rlrafted i« also 
indicated 1% the Hon'ble the Speaker by virtue of the power given to him 
under the rules and this is also indicative of the form that should 

be followed. 

Gn these tw(t grounds. Sir, I submit that this resolution cannot be 
accepted as an amendment to Mrs .Sen Gupta’s resolution. If such amend- 
ments were permitted there would be no meaning in giving previous notice 
of 21 dayi in respect <»f a resolution. t<» W lIlo^ed in the House. We can 
then bring in anything and everything by way of so-called amendments to 
resolutions that have got priority, in the House, of di.scussion, and thus 
nullify the right of priority by bringing in anything and everything we 
like by way of amendment. 
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Apart from these gnmuds there is another reason for luy objection, 
namely, that this motion goes even beyond the subject-matter contemplated 
bv Mrs, Sen (jupta in her resolution. This proposed amendment is really 
in the nature of a <‘onfidence motion in the (rovernment and if it is a case 
of m(>ving a confidence motion by the majority i)arty they can, if they like, 
come forward with an appropriate motion at any stage. So far as our 
motion is concerned we have given certain specific items regarding the 
release of jirisoners, and amenities to be given to them. But the scope of 
this ameiidnieiit to the main resolution goes very much beyond that. 

On these three grounds, Sir, I submit that this so-called amendment be 
de<lared out of order. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I would like to say a few 
W(»rdH ill support of Dr. Sanyars ]M>int of order. 

Mr. M. A. H, I8PAHANI: Sir, when this amendment has received } our 
consent, are honourable members in <»rder to raise point ot order and have 
a full-fledged debate on the admissibility of this amendment.s? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. I.spahani, 1 called Mr. Siddiqi to move this 
amendment and that was why he .stood up to .sj)eak. Siibseipieutly, even 
knowing that full well, I have allowed this jxdnt of order. What i.s the use, 
therefore, (»f y<uir raising a techinii’al objection!'' 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Let Mr. Siddi(ii first place hi^ motion before the House and tloM» the ques- 
tion of its admissibility or otherwise will ari^e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVe cannot all<»w this amendment even 
to find a place in the record of the proceedings (*f this House: that is my 
point of order. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are you, Mr. Speaker, allowing 
a sj)ee<‘h on this jioint of order P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If he wants to Ha> a few words on the point of order 
he may do so, 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir. this proposed amendment is not 
really an amendment as has been submitted by my friend but a inaiHB substi- 
tution of an independent re.solutiou in place of the original. Sir, the 
Assembly Procedure Buies do not give any scope to substitute one resolution 
in place of another. I beg to draw your attentiim to rule 91 of the Assembly 
prtwedure Buies w hich says “if a copy of such amendment has not been sent 
to the Secretary five days before the day fixed for the discussion of the 
resolution, any member may object to the moving of the amendment and 

such objection shall prevail I do not know whether this amendment 

was placed before the Secretary five days before the actual sitting: if it was 
not, I submit it is out of order. 

Hr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. in moving this amendment 
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Dfs NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have raised a point of order. The 
question of moving this amendment does not arise because my point of order 
is against the moving of it at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I do not want to waste the time in useless 
talk about technicalities. Kindly go straight to this mutter about the point 
of order that has been raised and then I want to finish. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I hold the view that (1) an 
amendment becomes inadmi.ssible if it negatives the original motion. (2) 
I felt that the language of the original resolution was such as wouhl interfere 
with our liberty of speech here as .si>me of the items mentioned in it are 
likely to be considered xuh judirv. (3) In one paragraph I have actually 
supported what the honourable mover has tried to bring in in greater detail. 
(4) By moving my amendment I feel that the House will have a wider scope 
to discuss this great problem in which, I assure gentlemen opp<»site, there 
is no difference of opinion, As to the 4»tber point of order raised, you 
will perhaps get the information from the Se<*rctarv of the Assembly that 
the original resolutions were circulate<l yesterday at about 3 in the afterncK^n 
and within (»ne hour of that my amemlment was submitted. Therefore, if 
the original motion need not take o djiys or 21 days or whatever the Buies 
of Bu>ine‘is demand, 1 am (juite within time, (fi) Another point is. Sir, 
that y<mr predecessor in office did allow motions similar tt» mine — I am 
referring to Sir Azizul Ha«jiie -atid the House will remember tluit in the 

last session, a resolution was moved h\ Khan Bahadur Auhol Husain and 

in dire<t eontradistinctjoii t«« it the Deputy Speaker, who then ruled the 

House, allowed the resedution moved hy the Secretary of the Progressive 

Part\. My amemlment, Sir, d<»es not, in any way, militate against eitluT 
the ruling'' ot \our predecessor'' or the lules of di.scussion in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In m.\ ojunion thi.s amendmeiit is only a substitute for 
the original re'^olutnuj and if I had a tree hand in the matter 1 would liave 

disallowed if, hut a-^ i^ j»onil»Ml oui l)\ Mr. Siddiqi (lien* are certain 

precedents whieli go ayaiiiNf m\ own opinion and I think it will lie unfair 
at this stage if I «lisallow ihi*' amemlnient. 

AVith regard to the lime 'Mr Siildi(ji perleet1\ right. The original 
motion*' were reeeiveil up til) 0 even yesterdav. I allowed tlmt. Therefore, 
if an ailftNidmeiit (-01110 toilay I cannot disallow it on that ground. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where i.s the precedent that a 
completcl\ negative amendment 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen two cases which in my opinion h*iid simie 
colour to the contention rai.sed h\ Mr. Siddiip. As regards tlic fium I have 

got doiiht and 1 j»n»p((>e to Mr. Siddii|i to put his atiHUidmeni in tlii.s 

form: “This Assembly i" «»{ opinion that the efforts of the present 
Ministry to imiilement their programme in regard to the policy of release 
of political pri.soners and the amenities granted to them and their families 
are commendable and is of opinion that considering the present political 
conditions in the province (ioverument should expedite the release* of 
political prisoners by reviewing individual ca.ses*’ and so forth. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOlQl! Yes, Sir, put it ia any language you 
like. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Just one point on this point of order. If you are 
convinced that this i.s a bad precendent, Sir, would you not at once change 
tor the future so that it will not go out as another precedent? 

Mr SPEAKER: I wdll certainly look into the matter and in future I 
may have to revise the whole thing. 

Dr NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As a matter of fact we have grave 
doubts. AVe wdll not challenge your ruling in the House, but, Sir, we 
submit that on second corisideraticui alter jirayer time — prayer time is 
coming — you can withhold y<»ur ruling on ibis grouml. 

Mr SPEAKER • 1 have allowed this. Mr. Siddiqi. 

Mr ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I beg to move 

Dr NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, w^e have not 
had any notice of the motion that is proponed to be moved and. Sir, it does 
not lie, under the rules, in the Speaker to amend an\ resolution or amend- 
ment given notice of by a member. The form of an amendment is there and 
if the form is accejitable to the Speaker it may be admitte<l. Jt is not the 
function, 1 humbly submit, Sir, ol the Speaker in the House to direct or 
help a member to revi.se his motion so as to bring it within the admissibility 
by Speaker and thus permit him to pr4iceed on with something which is 
contentioUH. (Vrtain things have been done in (‘onnecticin with Bills and 
amendment.s to Bills, only on agreement cd all sides, and verbal alterations 
also have been iiermitted in the pa.st to enable improvcunents in language, 
etc., but, Sir, wdiere there are fundamental differences between the view- 
points sponsored by one section and th(»se ol another and where objections 
have been raise<l on the ground i»f inadmissibility because of such wording 
or form, 1 respectfully submit that we cannot agree tc) the amendment to the 
amendment that is now* being made and whii h is now being permitted with- 
out any notice whatever. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, such things have been done 
in this House hundreds of times — not once or twice. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I allow it. Mr. Siddiqi. 

Non«ofllcial Resolutiont. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I beg to move by w'ay of 
amendment that the resolution of Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta do take the 
follow’iug form that this Assembly is of opinion that the efforts of the 
present Ministry to implement their programme in regard to the policy 
of release of political prisoners and the amenities granted to them and their 
families are commendable and is of opinion that considering the present 
poUtioal conditions in the prt»vince Government should expedite the release 
of political prisoners by reviewing individual cases and should grant suitable 
and generous amenities to those who might not be released at onc.e, and 
their families. 
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Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Ou a point of order. The manner 
in which the honourable member moved the resolution is not that .of an 
amendment but is that of an independent resolution. 

Mft 8PEAKERi I have allowed it. Mr. Siddiqi, let us continue after 
prayer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 would like to ^ive a notice of amend- 
ment to this amendment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After tul jiHtrn incut. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 beg to give you notice of u sliort 
amendment to the m<»tion proposed t<» be moved t>r moved b\ Mr. Siddiqi 
which runs in these words: “Substitute the woriL ‘insurti«‘ient and unsatis- 
factory’ for the word ‘('ommendable’ in line 4 and add after the words 
‘individual cases’ in line 7 the following words. name}\. ‘so ns to secure the 
release of detenus w'ithiu a nmnth and convicted j^risoners as soon us 
possible’.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry I cannot all(>w this. If 1 allow it, that 
means negativing inv own ruling in this w•a^ that an amendment to an 
amendment is not permissible I have alhjwed this as an amendimujt ami 
if I allow this now’ then that becomes a substantive resolution. Therefoie 
I canned do a thing whicli is contradi<‘t«)ry in itself. I (pjite realise that 
the difficulty is that this is a substitute for the original resolution ami as f 
have said but for the lUfcedeiit 1 w(»uld m»t have allowed it. It will be 
extremely unfair at this stage all of a sudtien to disallow this motion of 
Mr. Siddiqi which I have taken as an amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hefore you give your ruling, Sir, I 
submit for yimr considerati<»u 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: motion^ withdraw 4)6!^ 

substitute motion ^ ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not questioning your ruling, Sir. 
You have in the previous ruling allowed a substitution. The language of 
that is substituted and when a resolution is .sub.stituted, it beeomes a resolu- 
tion or motion. My amendment is with regard to eertain wordings t»f that 
substituted motion and, Sir, that .substituted iimtion lias certain words whic h 
might be acceptable to us. 

Hoil'blf KhWiJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
submit, Sir, that the preneedings should be conducted in accordance with 
the rules. I do not think that at this stage Dr. Sanyal can propose any- 
thing. Y'ou have got a right to accept this amendment not; that is your 
discretion. I do not want to interfere with that, but Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi kas moved jii* resolution (Dr. Nalinaksha SAirvAi.: Yes, resolu- 
tion !)- — no, no— his amendment and he has got to deliver his speech. In 
between no other person can speak except on a point of order. 1 submit, 
Sir, that Dr. Sanyal should wait till Mr. Siddiqi has finished his speech. 
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Dra Ni|l-IIIAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am grateful to the Chief Minister 
for having given me an idea as to when I should move a particular motion. 
In fart, Lonly said at the beginning when I got-up: '‘1 give notice of this 
amendmfmC. I <l/» not intend fo speak on this. I reserve my speech in 
< as<j you aur^ept this amendment and find it in order then naturally I shall 
speak after the original s|H*aker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret 1 have to disallow your so-i'alled amendment, 
Dr. Sanyal, and I think you have already understood the reasons. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir. 

^r. SPEAKER: I have given my reasons and I ^nnot go beyond that. 
Mr. Siddhji. 

Mr. AtnUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 did not think 
that my iiinoreat amendment would create so much disturbance in the minds 

of people (A VOICE kmom the OmismoN Benches: Because it has got 

a motive behind it^ who have added their signatures to the resolution moved 
by the hoQourahle lady member — people who sat for 16 months silently 
looking at things and allowing hundreds of persons to be arrested, to be put 
into jails and to h<‘ treated there in the manner my jiredecessors have 
<*xplained to us in such pathetic detail. And yet now because a better set 
of people has come to Uike charge of this problem, a set of people that has 
come to Ijh** task with ideaU h<»rn of .‘iO to Ho years of preparation in the 
battle for liberty, for freedom, for the rights of citizenship; novC that solu- 
tions are being found, men who allowed all these terrible activities to go on, 
men who sold l*rovincial Autonomy, men \\h<» ^tdd Bengal itself bec'ause they 

wanted to stick t<» office h\ their teeth (Dr. 8t AM.iPH.vsAi) Mookehjee : ‘ 

S(dd to whom?) sold to (’ivilians w Ijoin thc\ were never fired of running 
down, have come forward to pul sp(»kes intt* the wheel of progre.ss — a wheel 
that, Sir, in time, will lead t<» the release, will lead to the freedom of these 
peo])le. (A VOICE fhom ill! Opcomtion Bkn( he.s : In time!) Yes, in tiihe 
hut not 1() months. Sir, I go further and ^ay that if vou had not inu(I(* them 
^utu'tu,t ojjivio on the 2!bh Mandi. nn>re ]>erniciuus i>ersecution of my 

bndhers and my sisters (rries of "(Mi! oh!” from tlie Opposition 

Benches) I give no mono]>ol\ in natitmalism to any sei'Hon, jiartiiularly to 
the political renegades to speak in the name of m\ fellow citizens and 
countrymen wdiom they sent to jails. These peojile wdio have now' 
metamorphosed from persecutors into advi»cates. Sir, 1 again repeat, w'ere 
eager to stick to office and midy to kiss the Ixuits that kicked hem. Now 
w'lien we haVb started on a programme of releases and amenities? they realise 
the magnitude their folly and wish Iti cover it up with makebelieve 
advocacy and unreal friend>bi]>. With your permission, Sir, I should like 
to read to the House the pidic> and programme along^mhich we Hit'll to 
proctM»d. My himourahle leader and the Leader of Hou.se, li*%re he 
took office, said^.^at the gnmp now sitting t(^ \our riglit will do its best and 
try to* get libewly of the Press and liWrty to lu>ld meetings; to make a 
national approach in dealing with arrests, detentions and triti.s for {lolitical 
-offences; regular and periodical reviews of the cases of politicar prisoners 
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by some independent tribunal ; to secure their release or to provi^ amenities 
for them — amenities for detenus abimt fm)d. clothing, medical attendance, 
interviews, studies, letters and uuscellune(»us sUpjAies; and family allow- 
ances to security prisoners. 

The honourable mover of the motion under discussion dbould iJave 
infonued herself before lending her name to it for the reason. Sir, that, 
and I am absolutely certain about it. had she been sho^u this programme, 
she would uot have allowed herself to be manoeuvred into a position that is 
awkard, unnatural, hopeless and untrue. 

Or. NAMNAKMM^ SANYAL: How long are we to \\aitK 

Mr. ABDIIR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: In December, 1941, when m old 
Council of Ministers resigned, political security prisouew under rule 2li, 
numbered somewhere between 1(H) to 200 or ‘2')0. On th^ 28tlft>f February, 
1943, a mouth before it went out. the number had gone uj) to 1.7'>9. Do 
they expect that by the pressing of an electric button, the Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister, who is also the Home Minister, will suddenly open all the 
dooi%nf *dl the jails and set at liberty all the prisoners in custody in Bengal? 
These thibgs require time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Till doomsday we have got to wait then! 
Mr. RAHMAN SIDDIQI: You hud waited for 10 mouths 

without .80 much as aVmnible or protest We have to wait for some time 
more. Til be previous Ministry had been allowe<l to continue office, tho.se 
in prison more and many m<»re per.sonh would have been siMit to another 
place which 1 need not mention (rentlemen oppo.site arc trying to tench 
us what to do when the^ have sold (heir •^ouK, to my mind, w'ith sliame- 
facedness of a type thi|t would make un\ man liung liis head in sliame. They 
stand condemned in the e\es td their fellow countiMneu and will be well 
advised not to open their lip.*^ (ui this subject. Office was 4^arer to them 
than the liberty of then compatriots. Since taking office the present 
Council of Ministers has already relea.sed 110 prisoners and friends opposite, 
if I may call them friends, will realise that cases are being coi^idered and 
judged with the utliiost expedition and rt\inpath\, not because gentlemen 
opposite will shoei^but because. Sir, I cousider it a matter in wdiich the 
honour of the Muslim Deague is involved. Not they, but the Muslim 
League will bring about the freedom and liberty of Bengal. For honourable 
members oppf)site, it is a matter of political tactics; to me it is alujust a 
fundamental of faith. I want my Hindu compatriots to reali.se that the 
Mualim tjlfifue conaiders the question of the freedom aji4 liberty of the 
Hindu as equd to or even greater than that of the Muslim for the reason 
that the rights of tbnZunmi, as you know, Sir, if this were a Muslim Gov- 
ernment, would priority over the rights of the Muslim, 

0^^ NALINARIHA SANYAL: Not so for Mr. Jinnah anyw'ay ! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: It ix difficult to nmnd . caste* 

ridden menta^ty to realise the wideness of the Muaiixn outlook becauao 
we cannot think in a circumscribed and restriefed manser^v 
Id 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


[9th July, 


Hr. SPEAKERS DouH bring in controversial matters please. 
Otf ’NALIMAKSHA *$ANYALl He is soaring beyond caste. 


Mr. ABDUR RAGMAN 8IDDIQI: I am soaring in regions (Dr. 
Syamaprasad^JdookHrje^*: Where angels fear to tread) into which it has 
been difficult for me to bring my compatriots. In this very resolution, 
Sir, as a Muslim poet has put it — 

^ Ji 

^ ^ ^ *>)) ’ • 

« (0 you jgnoiHiit man, you have been satisfied with 
just a few buds; 

Although ihere were enough flowers in the garden 
to fill the skirt of your garment.] 

Where the quattion of the freedom and riglits of the citizen is involved, I 
would not lower it down to the level of sending letters, getting one more 
ounce of atta or two ounces more of rice and dal. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Teach that to your Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I will liave to teach it to men whom 
my critics consider to be bigger than Mr. .linnah; men who ran away at 
the moment when they .should have been in the field of battle. ’ Sir, the 
case of India cannot be fought by men who possess a restricted vision and 
call themselves nationalists. 1 hope, and feel certain, that it will be fought 
and won by men with an international mind. 

Sir,# demands have been made that this should be done and that should 
be done. The two apeakers who preceded me appeared to forget that there 
is a thing lik^ w war going on on our eastern frontier. They forget that in 
Bengal nonnal law has almost ceased to exist. OrdinanCiB® are being inflicted 
upon us from the Centre from day to day. A suhurdinale tiovernment, and 
here I wao|^ to put in a hit of recommendation for mercy through you to 
the othifi.’ljkie of the House, a subordinate (lovernmeut has not got that 
liberty of action which it would have had in normal days. That being so, 
what can be done ia being done, not because tliere are people who wish to 
stick to office but because there are people who want to safeguard their 
hono^and the dignity and rectitude of the political faith to which they 
hold. The diflioulty, if I may put it that way, has been that the prede- 
cessors oC^W foesent Council of Ministers allowed Vi^tji^froni j>ad 

to worse. If 1 may describe the present Ministers. leannot do better"’flan 
call them a ’Salvage Corps. We find them in a condition in which if they 
are able to clear the mess they inherited in six montlis ^ahall be a happy 
mm. I once called them scavengers also but only po^ical scaveligers. 
The meaa that was left to them, the hopeless mess th^^revious Ministry 
lad made at a tlm when we should have b^n on the gtti t*ire all the time 
for our rifhte, had to he cleared. Now we are there with coiuageous hearta 
and strong ainem attd Qod irilHng, in proper time, we will clear it. 
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Th<^ resolution, SiiP, has two main parts and I do not kn6\»F^||Iegal 
gentlemen will perhaps correct me — whether, in view f%ihe fact tl^ nilc 
26 of the Defence of India Rules has btcotue a jndicifti football bet^MSen the 
High Courts and the Federal Court, we can discuss it in detail here. I have 
my views on the imiiit. That was the reason why, Jsiir, I wanted to remove 
it from my amendment, " ^ ' 

They have also asked for the release i>f people involved in the so-called 
“rebellion” c(»iisequent upon tlie arrest of Con^^ress leaders. «feo loM as 
Gandhiji and the ( ongress itself — I mean all the members oijilb Wonting 
Committee — are in prison, to make a <lemand for tlie ijnm^diate release of 
all political prisoners is to demand something which is uiiatlinnable and 
impracticable. If this (iovernmeiit couM <lo it, I would w(»rk^for, il like 
a slave for the rest of m\ life It is, as I have j)oin(ed Out, a subordinate 
(ioveriiinent . So long as the pre.seni (ioverii<jr-(ieirt»Tnl ia there and so 
long as the i»resent Secretary <d State is there, it is impossild^f to imagine 
that they will try to solve tins proldem. There is, iiowever, one point on 
vliich T should like to draw the attention i>f tin* present Ministers ami that 
is the application of Regulation III of ISIS to <letain politically-minded 
Indians. There wa.s no need to make use of it, especiall\ when the High 
Court had reb^ased pe<»i)le. It was a mi.stake and action w'as taken wdiile 
the (fovernor and the Home Minister were out of Calcutta, as was prf>ved 
by affidavit in tbe High C<mrt. I .should like to ap]>eal to the present 
Council of Ministers that tbe sooner they recall action under it. the sooner 
they forget tbat4here is an antediluvian law’ called Regulation III of ISIS, 
the better it will be for everybody in this province. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Then, support this resolution. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQi: I am carrying the resolution several 
steps flirt hejT than what the honourable member who. drafted it, desircil. It 
was to .save it against criticism au<l to defend better tke liberty of our 
brothers and sisters in jail, that this amendment was tabled. What 1 wish 
to impress upon the House is that the liberty of the person, the liberty of 
the citizen shall be safeguarded and action will be taken by. the present 
Council of Ministers in a manner that will bring honour to i ti|ii :.gpd happi- 
ness to our people. 

I should like honourable members opposite to see that this matter is 
taken out of party politics. They have taken up cudgels on behalf of 
political prisoners whom they incarcerateil, even members of 
They ooinidar that we are the givers of liWrty and treedom. Tlat is tbe 
^le bnrdifen of ^ demand. Release them all and releA«j^4hem at once. 
So far as the present Chief Minister and Horae Minister i# concerned, 1 
am convinced i|L belief and so should be at least member of tbe official 
Congress .Party^ that India has not produced a bigger liberator than the 
Hon*ble Sir lik|imnddin. (laughter from the Opposition Benches.) H 
tikis I am using language which is not my own. I am Oiii&g ike language 
of one of their own leaders with whom I had intimate and friendly relatitfelli 
If ever th^ get access to the conversations Gandhiji hod in Calcutta and 
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outside, regarding the release of political prisoners in Bengal, they will 
admit in their heart of hearts that the number of persons released by Sir 
Naiimuddin was several times larger than those released in all the Congresa 
provinces rolled together. A Congress leader of eminence also said to me, 
“Siddiqi, I started with a dislike for him but after coming into contact with 
him T must say, when Nazimuddin sa>s ‘Yes’ he means ‘Yes’ and when 
Nazimuddin says ‘No’ he means ‘No’ ” (loud applause from the Opposition 
Benches). 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; He says “No” more than “Yes”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI: Sir Nazimuddin has said “Yea”. 
He uttered it in his great statement 1 (pioted in my speech earlier “Wait 
ami See”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How longf 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Not for sixteen months. If you 
could swallow all the nonsense that was uttered and done during the sixteen 
months in which the previous Ministry held office, give Sir Nazimuddin 
also some time. I beg of them, Sir, to develop a better sense of proportion 
and not to give in to shoutings and meaningless twaddle. The matter is 
too serious to be used for party purpose.s. I want them also t(> realise that 
there are people outside their own little fold who hold to higher principles, 
who believe in higher ideals and who have a wider sense of brotherhood 
than they have showm during the lust six years that we have been here. 

Sir, 1 need not add more. Times are difficult. We can go on fighting 
inside this Assembly if it is so desired, but with tlie situation as it exists 
outside this hall and in the ct)untr\, with the obstinacy fif the Outral 
Ooverument not to take into account the wislies of the four humlied million 
people of this country, many (»f whom are shedding their })lood for a cause 
which is not theirs, for demociaes, even in the sense tliat an Englishman 
understands it, is being deiiie<l to us. we have to work untler many diffi- 
culties, On every si<le that we turn there is an Ordinance, there is obsti- 
nacy, there is intransigence and there are man> things wliiidi wi* do not 
like. I am speaking from my lieart. Sir. and I hope my words will touch 
a sympathetic chord in the hearts of homiurable geiithuueu opj>osite so that 
they may rise above purely part\ considerations. Here, let us all unite if 
we quu and find freedom for ourselves. Criminals apart, I am personally of 
the opinion that a man should not he persecuted for his poiltical faith. We 
are on tkis side today, we may have to go to the other side tomorrow*. If 
the honourable member for the University of Ualcutta becomes the Premier 
he w*ill not order me to hold a political faitli against ray wishes; he witf* 
not say that this or that is dangerous for the country. It is, therefore, that 
I plead to them, through you. Sir. not to put venom into their speeches, not 
to look at this problem in any other way but in the way in which we are 
trying, with great difficulty, to look at it with a view to find solutions 
to remove the obstacles in the way of our brothers who are being persecuted 
for bolding political opinions which are praised on the one side and denounced 
on the other. I commend my amendment to the House and 1 do hope that 
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the honourable mover will take my words in the spirit in which I am 
uttering them. We are all walking along the same path. We all want 
the same thing. There is difference of opinion almut the method as to 
how we shall attain the goal. 1 assure my friends, through you, Sir, that 
we shall not follow the lines laid down by the previous Ministry liecause 
their activities were confined to mere words, words and words: Innha- 
Allah, iiow" it will be actiiui, action, action. 

Babu MAOHU8UOAN 8ARKAR: Sir. 1 beg to move hy way of amend* 
meiit that clauses (o and (J) of the resolution No. t of Mrs. Nellie Sen 
(iui)ta be omitted and th<‘ following proviso he added, namely:-*-' 

“provide<l tlial l>y gradual examination ot each and every case, (jov- 
ernment are satisfied that the releuM* is not likely to enilanger 
the safety ami secuiit\ of the province or jeopardise public 
peace and traiKjUillil \ 

Sir, we have full ‘•yinputh\ foi the release of jioliticul b^'i'^oners. I am 
jiractically supporting ttn' rexfdutmn moved l)\ Mis Nellie Sen tiupta with 
this modification that xhe wants a tribunal to lu* appointed to review' tlie 
cases of pcditical jtrisoners. hut I think that a tribunal will lake a long 
time and tijat is a cunihrtm.s wa\ to review tlie t'ases I tliink (iovt»rnment 
ill the present situation .itc tin* fit ageticv to htok after their (*ases lit^cuuse 
(i<n'ermnent at the present stage ha\e lull sMnpalh\ for the p(diti(*ul jiri*' 
fioners. From their attitude it appears that during the sliort tenure of the 
present ('abinet a large mimlu*r fd p(ditical prisomus have Ikmmi released and 
at the saim* time tlieir allowance sanctione<l bclorc .lanuary has }»cen doiililed 
and tlieii familx allowance s.mctioned liefore .hmuar\ has been dotllded. 
Their siihsistcnce allowance also has been liberullv c(uisidered. In these 
circumstances I think tliat (iovernment at the present stage are the fit 
agem\\ to considei and expedite the release of pfilitical prisoners. We also 
want to expedite tlie release id political prisoners. If an\ (rilmnal is to he 
ap})ointed to review their case.s, I tliink it will fake a long time or rather 
it will be a polic\ to shelve the cases <jf piditicul prisoners. 

Sir, we liave full symj)ath> for political prisoners. Some of my frieiidi 
have .spoken ahout the grievance.s and sufferings of piditicul prisoners. I 
think these are the grievances and sufferings during the time of the late 
Mini.str>‘. I think during the time of the present ( abinet such sufferings 
ami such treatment are to be heard no more. 

In view of all these facts I have moved my uiiiendmenl and I commend it 
to the acceptance of the House 

Mr. OHIRENDRA HATH DATTA; Mr IVputy Speaker, Sir, I the to 
support the resolution that has lieen so ahly moved hy Mrs. Sen (lupfa. 
The resolution <Ieals with two classes of people. It deaK with detenus who 
have heen arrested ami ke)it in detention without trial for an indefinite 
period and it also deals with persons convicted since l>th August, 1042. 
One part of the resolution also deals with the appointment of a tribunal 
for reviewing the cases of those convicts and detenus and lastly it dealf 
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with the amenities and treatment provided for political prisoners in jails. 
The res(dution demands that a non-official committee he composed to advise 
Government on the amenities and treatment provided in jails and detention 
camps for ilitferent classes of political prisoners and detenus. . 

Mr. Deputj' Speaker, Sir, it seems to me that the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
who is also the Home Minister is in error w hen he says that with regard to 
the interpretation of rule 2(> of the Defence of India Rules the matter is 
gub judu'v. This matter is not suit judire. It has been found in the 
Federal (*’ourt h\ the Chief Justiee, Sir Mauricp (iw'\er, that rule 2f) of the 
Defence ot India Rules is illegal and uitni vires. This matter is not 
glib judire. In order to validate thi^, there was a validating Ordinance by 
the Governor-General with a view’ to amend the Defence of India Act. But 
it has been found by the Calcutta High ( ourt that this so-called validating 
Ordinance cannot be passed. This is also illegal and ultra rireg because 
His Excellency the Governor-General has not got the power to amend an 
Act of the LegUluture. So, Sir, these people were certainly detained with- 
(»iit trial and they were detained illegally at least ior a certain period, viz., 
between the time when the judgment of the Federal Court was delivered by 
Sir Maurice Gwyer and the time when the \alidating Ordiimnce was issued. 
During this period these [teople wen* detained illegall\ and 1 am tpiite .sure 
compensation can be demanded from the Governimuit for tlieir illegal 
^ detention. 

Then, Sir, 1 shall deal with persons who have Ihmmi convicted since August, 
1942. These people were convicted by Special Magistrates under the 
Special Courts Ordinance and it has been held by the High Court and the 
judgment of the High Court has l»een contirmpil by the Federal Court 
saying that the Sjiecial Court (Ordinance is illegal and ultra vires 

Then, Sir, His Excellency the Govern(»r-( ieneral of India has issued 
another Ordinance to the etteiM that a ccmviction by the Special ( ourt will 
be treated as a cimviction b.\ the ordinar\ court The matter stands thus 
and this Ordinance has also been disputed. 

So, Sir, so far as detention of detenus i.^ concerned, 1 may submit that 
this is really an illegal detention. It lias been said that these people were 
detained or arrested during the regime ot the past Ministry. But you must 
reinembe»' that since 9th August. 1102, there have been disturbances in the 
country and most of the arrests were made after the 9th August, 1942. 
Before 9th August, 1942, the number of .security prisoners were 447 and 
after the 9th August, 1942, the number has risen to l.btHI and odd. 

Sir, the question before the House is whether these prisoners should be 
released immediately or not. The programme of the present Ministry con- 
tained that these detertus would be released. After the pre,sent Ministry 
was formed on the 2oth April, aliimst three months have elapsed and it has 
been said that 119 prisoners have btsen released. But the question is of the 
110 prisoners who have been released how many were ordered to be released 
previously? There are about 1,799 prisoners still in jail and there are many 
prisoners who have Wcome invalitl. there are many prisoners who are suflfer- 
ing fnmi serious illness. I know of a case in Comilla Jail. Babu Sarat 
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Ckandra ChakraTartyi a man of TO, has been suffering from serious illness. 
This person also has not been released. There are many other prisoners 
who have been suffering from vserious illness. A member of the House, 
Babu Nikunja Beharv Maiti, has been suffering from duodenal ulcer in the 
Medical College Hospital. Another member, Babu Kamal Krishna Roy, 
has also been suffering from duodenal ulcer in the Medical College Hospital. 
The^e persons have not lieen relea.sed. I may mention that Babu Sarat 
Chandra Chakravarty who is aged 70 has been suffering from eye disease 
and I can .say from m\ personal knowledge that he will lose his eye sight 
in the C(mr.'*e of n few (lay>. But ..till he ha> not been relea.sed. Sir, in 
spite of the report from Intelligence Branch reconiniemling their release, 
these per.>on.s are not being released. Another person, Manmatha Nath Das 
who lias been suffering very seri(»us1\ has not been released, ('an any expla- 
nation be given by this Ministry a.s to i^hs tho>e persons who have been 
suffering from illness and have submitted their petitions for release and 
about whom Intelligence Branch have given their report favourably have 
not been release<l ^ Why have the\ not been released ^ Beouiise this (jues- 
tion is not treate<l with sympathi b\ the present Ministry. 

Apart from the (juestion of leleuse I ask what hn.s been done with regard 
to the convicts. What has ln*en d<»ne about their allowance and other 
amenities*^ It ma\ be contended with sonie force that the diet allowance 
has been increased fnun TJ annas- lo annas to Hs 1-8 In the year IMd’i 
when rice was nelling at Hs o-lll if 1 ina\ rememlnT correetK, the diet 
aliowatice wa- IN 1-4 Now nif selling at IN to Hs. (0 and the fliet 
allowance is IN 1-8 only 

Then with regard to the famil> allowance there are thousands of appli- 
cations and only about HM) persons have been rci’eiving fainil> allowance. 

\ oil do not leahse the ini-er\ of tbe dependants those ]»eo))le. 1 was in 

jail ami I know tliat fiersons who have lieen detained without trial and those 
persons who have been convicted b\ the court.s which have been found by 
the Federal Court a- illegal, .ue leceiving- letters from tlndr dependants 
almost every da> that ihei arc starving. This i.s due to the ahnormul rise 
in price not only of foodstuffs but also of other necehsaries of life. Look 
at the misery of the people The\ are in detention; the\ are helpless; hut 
in spite of that what has been done with regard to the famil> allowance 
I am told, and it is all right, tliat the maximum amount of family allowance 
is Rs. To ami the minimum is Hs. b, and it is said that family allowance will 
be increa.sed KMI j>er cent, in soiiie cases ami oB per cent, in some other 
cases. I do not know whether the family allowance has been increased or 
aot, but it has been s«»ught to bp increnseil .subject to one proviso. The 
proviso is that in no case the allowance should pxcee<l the income of the 
security pri.soner at the time of his arre.sl ^^ell. I mu,\ say that a person 
who used to earn Rs. IB at the time of his arrest, may earn Rs. I, BOB after- 
wards. Time.s have changed. Moreover, the income of a person who used 
to earn R.s. 3(Ht previously i.s Hs. 1ft according to the Intelligence Branch 
report. Mrs. Sen (riipta was giving an instance that a iloctor was earning 
Hs. loO, but according to tbe Intelligence Branch report hia income was 
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R». V) and he was given Rs. 15 only. If his allowance be increased to 
Rh. dO f>r 1(H) jier cent, even then it w’ould be quite insufficient due to the 
abrnuriial rise in the price of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life. These 
are the thing.s which should he considered at this stage, but these things do 
not weigh with the present Ministers. It is said that the family allowance 
wil! he doubled. But it will he increa.sed subject to a very bad proviso 
and thi.s proviso will really frustrate the real intention behind the increase. 
1 want to know from the Hon’hle Minister in charge of this department 
whether an^' increase has been allowed and what is the maximum amount 
that is now being grante<l. AVe know that the maximum is Rs. 75 now. 
To a person who has 5 to 10 dependants Rs. 75 is practically nothing. 
Rupees 75 of today is ecfua] to Rs. 15 in the past. Nowadays with one 
rupee you cannot purchase what couhl he purchased with even four annas 
previously. I say therefore that having regard to the rise in price of rice 
and other staple foodstuffs and other necessaries of life, the family allow- 
ance of all persons who have been detained witliout trial should he reason- 
ably increased. II this is not done, the concesison now j)ropo.sed to be given 
will mean nothing. 

There are other grievances which should he looked into. There are 
grievances w'ith regard to interviews, there are grievanc(*s with regard to 
letters and with regard to an absurd rule that the securit\ jirisoners will 
have to apply for permission to have their money deposited in the jail, 
i know in one case an a])plicati(m w'as made about !( m(»nths before but no 
])ermission was granted t(» him. What is the ne(‘essit\ tor permission to 
<lej)osit their mone> in the tail'' Bcsnles these. co<ike<l loftd not allowed 
to the security prisoiHU's in the jail. While 1 wa** ('oming to attend the 
meetings of the Bengal Ii«*gislative Assembl\ I wa.s told by a person that 
certain interview.^ liave been refuse<l b> the jail officers oi the (’omilla Jail. 
What are the reasons t<»i this!" .'so tai as the Midnajxue Jail is (‘(uiCerned 
internees there tire not allowed ain interviews. They are not allowed any 
letters. So far as tlie eonviets are concerned, they have got numerous 
grievances. T can cite one instanc<‘. Dr. Nripeiidra Nath Bose who is an 
M.B. and a good physician of Bengal and who had a leading practice in 
Comilla and eommuu<ls the respect not only of the jieojile of Tippera hut of 
the whole of Bengal while transferred from ( omilla to Alipore Central Jail 
or some other jail was handcuffed b> the Militarx Intelligence (,)fficer who 
went to the jail gate and handcuffed him. Throughout the journey he was 
brought liaudcuffed. In Bari.snl Jiandcuffs, fetters and whipping were 
resorted to. Sir, this is the treatment whicli is meted out to the political 
prisoners. In the Midnapore Jail these political convicts have heen put to 
the yhani. These are instances of mal-treatment meted out to the political 
convicts. The jaditical convicts are not allowe<l to mix with others. In 
their case rules have been brushed aside and they have heen put in a ver\’ 
insanitary and ilark room. It is impo.ssible to enumerate all the grievances 
of the iiolitical prisoners e.specially of the division 111 pri.soners. If you 
know the grievances of 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tour time is up. 
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Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Let rae at leant finish my sentence, 
Sir. If you know the grievances of the Division III prisoners, who are 
political prisoners, you will admit that they are many. I am not sure 
whether Government can accept this resolution because they are not the 
real masters of the situation. Sir John Herbert. Porter (’ompany are the 
real masters. If Government accept the resolution it will be a mere recom- 
mendation to the real ma.sters wlio ma> not accejit that rt^commendation. 

(At this st:«ire tlie member iiaving reached the time-limit resumed his 
sea ( . I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have got '.lip^ from different 3 >arty leaders 
showing the names of members who wi>h to speak. .\s the nuiu))er of 
speakers is still large. I h<<j»e you will he a.'» hnet a> posMhle. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Ik'puty SjK'iiker, Sir, 

rrt:i 7prr<. W tttt nCW 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mi. Saikar. will um speak in English!^ 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: ^ (?: ruling fnrirctH, 5ltri?Tttir 

M5T. ZPJl 31 firriR. .p3j« f=T»UCn^ 1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ii i^ nn ii'^e citing the niling nf the Spt‘aker. 

I know \<)U can speak \ei\ well in Knglish The rule is definite. Tlie 
proeei'dings of the As^emldN will he in Hiigli-'h. .Vl the ^ame tim(‘ it i.s 
very difficult f()r oiii re}»orier> to take down the sp4*eeli in Bengali. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir. heton* I lugin m\ sp»*eeh. I 
would like to draw your attention to the eonvei.Hatioii wiiieii is going on 
between tlie Hon’ble Hffme Minister ami .soim* other gfiitboneti imiml about 
him and I w'ould request \i>u to direct the Hon’lde Home Minister to he 
attentive to my speech. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W hat are you going to sa> y 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: AVhatever it may he 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQi: May I rihe on a point of order, Sir? 
Under tlie rule.s of parliamentary pi<»ce<Iure, it is not within the rights of a 
member to request the t hair to ask another honourahle member to li«ten 
to him, he he a Minister i»r nilmrwihe. In the House of ( omiiions it is the 
normal thing for members to walk out as and when tliey please. The House 
18 sometimes full and sometimes it is ahmi.st empty, lieing only witliin the 
limits of a quorum. (Interruption.! I ilon’t know w)iy these people 
interfere when I am asking the ( hair to guide us in a matter of procedure. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You know that it is the duty of the Chair 
to see that the Hon'hle I^eader of the House and the Hou lde Leader of the 
Opposition are in order when an honourable member is 8i>eakiiJg. 
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Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Before I begin my speech I must 
congratulate Mrs. Sen Gupta for bringing this resolution before this House. 
The late lamented Mr. Sen Gupta was one of the most prominent leaders of 
Bengal and he died as a political prisoner. Therefore I think that it ?8 most 
befitting that his beloved wife should bring forward this resolution in this 
critical time. 

Now, Sir, I have something to say about Comrade Siddiqi who has come 
down from Sind to Bengal to preach his sernrons as a Muslim pundit. He has 
tried his fortune in several parts of the world and could not suceed. Now 
here in Bengal he has taken his po.sition as one of the leaders of the Muslim 
League in order to exploit the Muslim Bengal as the owner, director and 
manager of an insurance company. His supposed .sympathy on behalf of 
the political jirisoners, I may humbly submit, is without any foundation as 
it will be jiroved by his very speech. 

The resolution speaks of two kinds of political prisoners and one is the 
class of jirisoners who were convicted after the movement of August, 1942. 
This kind of political prisoners the mover of the amendment Mr. Siddiqi 
keeps out of his consideration and he .sa>s that this kind of prisoners cannot 
be released liefore the resolution of the Congress is withdrawn. Then there 
is another kind of jaditical prisoners wIh) are in jail, as f(»r examjile the 
political prisoners relating to Armoury Baid of Chittagong. These prisoners 
have been in jail from the time even before the present constitution was 
launched and the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Na/.imuddin was in liis ministerial 
ipidi for five long >eurs beftu’e Mr. A. K. Fazlul llu([ beiame the Chief 
Minister a second time. These people were not released tlien and I think 
that these men are not within the consnleration of the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimiiddin. 

Then there is a kind of prisoners that remain and the\ are the prisoners 
who are detained or convicted under the Defence of Imlia Rules. We are 
not considering the cases of prisom-r.s who have been taken back again 
immetlialelv after their relea.se behind the prison bars by this benign 
Ministry. Therefore 1 submit that any kind of political jirisoners, convicted 
or detained, are not getting any consideration what.soever from the hands 
of the so-called champions of lilierty and human freedom. I submit that 
whatever Mr. Siddiqi has said has uo foundation. He has, I submit, only 
fired some blank cartridges without any intention of doing good to any kind 
of political prisoners. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Then he is harmless. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I submit that the speech of 
Mr. Siddiqi should be taken in its proper worth because the .speeches of 
insurance agents, insurance men and insurance managers are exaggerated, 
and without any foundation and have very little meaning as the world 
knows. I must finish iiiy speech with the remark that his s|H*ech is nothing 
but the speech of an insurance canvasser a> lie has come to Bengal as an 
exploiter from the remote corner of Sind. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: May 1 say a wonl. 



1943.] 


XON-OFFICIAL RESOLFTIONS. 


339 


|lr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi. there is no time. Now I shall 
call upon Mr. David Hendry to imike liii si)eech. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir. I have nnt finished my speech 
yet. 

Mra DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry. I thought you had huished. 
You may go on with your speech. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Ihditioal pri'-onern are not new iu 
Bengal. Some laws or some regulations were pas'jed in the beginning of 
the 19th century when the Mu.Nlim> trietl to regain iheir jiower. Kegulutiou 
III is one of the relics of the archaic laws Afier that, st-veral laws, several 
regulations, several Defence of Indian Hules and Detence of India Acts 
were pa'-sed and for the last Idl) \eurs Bengal has Iummi -ieeing oppression, 
repression and sujijiression ot all kintls ot ptditic.il woiktus. Xow this time 
also under the garb of the Defence of Intlia Bales hundreds of \oung men, 
patriotic gentlemen, lovers of .socu‘t\ aie behinil the pristtn bats. What is 
their fault?' Tlit‘\ ari* lovers of their eouutr\. the\ like to liherate their 
couutrv and for this leason the \s hite-tai ed i:»*iit lemen on iii\ left an* very 
cruel on them 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Un^^ <.,n ^ou sa\ that? 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I am soir\. It is now a mutter 
of history that pen(de (d 1* ranee. ])eoph* <.1 Belgium and people of other 
subjugated countries are lienig instigated b\ the ^o. milled civilized 
Governments to rise against then established (tovei nineiit s. W’hat sin huve 
these peo])le ot Bengal (Mmimitted? U'hat ''in havt* thes«‘ |nv<*rs of their 
countrs , the.ne jiatriots oj India, committed that they are now thrown 
behind the prison bars under the garb ot lawless laws? It is said that 
some kim! (d prestige, the jirestige of tioveriiment, the prestige of the 
British jnsiple are at the back. I sa\ , we have s(»en what kind of jirestige 
these Eiirojiean (bivernnients iiave. We have e%en '•een that this British 
Government ha\e tun awa\ troiii Hongkong to ( hindwin — a distance of five 
thousaml miles — for safet_\. They ha\f‘ been oppressed )»\ the Jajianese at 
Hongkong, Mala\ and some other [ilaces. If fhe\ f<mld not take revenge 
for this under the garb of jirestige, I think if is an absurd thing to say that 
they are now trying to keep up then prestige. Now we find, Sir. that w’ith 
John Bull ITicle .Sum has joined, that is, with them the Muslim laMguers 
are now in alliance. The present memhers of the Government think that 
the Congress and the Nationalist (iroups are their political opjmiients. 
Therebtre it is clear that the Goveriiment in cfdlaboration or in conjunction 
with their foreign masters are trying to keep these political prisoners who 
belong either to the Congress or to tlie Nationalist (rroup.s behind the prison 
bar. Whatever they sa\ is a mere e> e-wash and they have no intention 
to release these prisoners. 

Today it ha.s been puldished rn pajiers that only per cent, of the recruitd 
of India are lieiiig supplied by Bengal. I ask now' very seriously what is the 
cause for this,** Popular leaders of Bengal are all now behind the prison 
bar. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose are in 
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prison, and Mr. Suhhas Chandra Bose i.s in wilderness. Unless and until 
these people are liberated there is no hope of mobilising;’ the forces of the 
country to stand against the aggression of the Japanese who are knocking 
at the south-eastern gate of our country, I very seriously ask the present 
Government to consider the present situation in the country and unless and 
until they take steps immediately to liberate tlie leaders of the country, it is 
vain to hope that this country will stand against the onslaught of the Axis 
Powers, especially Japanese aggression. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall endeavour to be 
brief, but I shoubl like to express our attitude to this question of release 
of political prisoners. None of us can contemplate with any sort of 
happiness our fellowmen in detenticut. The jiersdiial liberty of the individual 
is a very sacred thing and should not be lightly taken away. I can well 
believe that it gives least satisfaction of all to the present Ministry to see 
so many of their fellow countrymen behind j)ri>on bars. There are circum- 
stances, however, Sir, in which detention is necessary for the safety and 
the maintenance* of internal securif\ of the ]>rrtvince as a whole, circum- 
stances where tlie detention oi a few means pie\enting miser\ and loss 
befalling u]Km ijiaii\ . 

Moreover, ue are in the mnlst ot war, and in war time internal security 
is more urgent and neces.sary than at any other time, not onl\ for the 
continued satet\ ot the province* but tor the promotion of the \sar effort and 
the spe(*d\ (b‘feat of the eneni\ at our gates. In the circumstances, restric- 
tions on the libertN ot (he .subject are untortinialely necessary which would 
not be ailmissible under normal (‘omlitions. We in thi^ jcirty dislike the 
thought of any one being detained under (ht* Deiem e ot India Hules longer 
than is justified, but the criterion must be th.n the (rovemment is satisfied 
before releasing an\ detenu that he will not be dangerous to (he province, 
to its war effort or to its internal peace ami security. 

There are. Sir, broadly spi'aking. three cla.sscs of persons detained under 
the Defence of India Rule.s at the present time: — 

Firstl\. there are persons who are members of subversive organisations 
who.se main aim is the overthrow of (iovernment established by law and to 
interfere with the internal peace ami security <jf the province. 

So long as there is no clear and definite evidence that the policy of .such 
euversive organisations has been cbangeii or that they are prepared to 
co-operate witli Government in the promotion of the war effort and support 
law and onler, we consider that there should be no question of wholesale 
release of members of such subversive organisations. 

Secondly, there is a class of persons who are not members of any 
subversive organisation, but who join in a mass movement. These are 
mainly the persons who were implicated in the sabotage campaign which 
followed last year upon the Congress resolution of August, 1942. This 
campaign, as we all know, did .serious damage to vital communications, to 
railways, telegraphs, etc., and to life and pnqierty. This campaign did, 
in fact, do serious damage to the war effort at a time w’hen the danger from 
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Japan was much greater than it is now.* Furthermore, it added to the 
difficulties which have led to the food crisis with which we are now faced 
and can only he viewed as being highly detrimental to the good of the 
country’ as a whole. That it did not do more seriou.s damage to war pnxluc- 
tion in essential industries in Bengal is due to the fact that the labour 
which is engaged in essential industries did not join the campaign ami the 
labour leaders with very few exception> .stood aloof from it. 

That ill-conceived and ill-a<lvised campaign has fortunately <lied down 
although we should like confirmation from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
that it has completely ceased, for example, in Mi<lnapore. There is also, 
w’e think, general rect^gnition tiiuf the campaign was a tragic mistake and 
detrimental to the true iuterest.s of the people of Imlia. The question now 
is, what to do with regard to persons detained because of their implication 
in that campaign. We mu.xt remember that tlie campaign has not vet been 
called off. AVe mu.Hf remember also that in tlje present cinMimstances 
sabotage and further interference with vital communications will not only 
gravely endanger the war effort but greatly aggravate the pre.sent food 
situation. 

In these circumstances A\e think (iovernment should exercise caution, a 
caution which it might forego in more normal circumstances. It cannot, in 
our opinion, indulge in the lu.xurv of a general release of all detenus, how- 
ever much they might like to do .so. We think that they should, however, 
follow a policy of gradual relea.se in hatches of tho.sp persons who they are 
satisfied, will not endanger the war effort nor the peace and security of the 
province. It would be neces.s,ir\ for them t(t watch the effect of tlie relea.ne 
of each batch carefully and liefore lele.ising fuither batches to be sure that 
th<»se already releastMl were not engaged in activities detrimental to the vvai 
effort and so on; and that {he> ueie themsrlves convinced that the campaign 
of sabotage in which tliey were implicated was ver\ wrong indeed. 

Tliere is a third class persons undei lestraint to which 1 should like 
to refer. This is a class of laboui agilatois cxlerned from industrial area.s 
or who.se movements are restnrled }»erause the\ are enga^^eil in promoting 
labour troubles in e.ssentiul indusliies Many labour leaders have adopted 
a more responsible attitude towards the war effort ami co-operated in the 
peaceful settlement of labour disjmtes. but tliere have been exieptions whose 
object has been tf) prevent peateful settlement, piomote strikes in e.ssential 
iudustrie.s and create trouble generall\. .Such labour agilatfirs should, in 
our mind, continue to be exlerned or kept under iletention, and we trust 
that no question of cancelling orders of exterument or restrictions against 
these agitators will be taken. 

For these reasons, Sir, we must fipjiose this resolution and we are also 
opposed to the immediate general relea.ses but favour gradual discriminating 
release of detenus under the Defence of India liule.s. 

With regard to the appointment of a special committee to consider the 
cases of detenus we have every confidence in the judgment of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister in thi.s matter and we are also opposed to the proposal for 
the appointment of a tribunal to review cases of political prisoners for the 
•ame reason. 
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Mr. iANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I accord my 
wholehearted HUjiport to the resolution which has been so ably and so 
feelingly moved by my esteeitoed friend -^Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta. Sir, 
Mr. Abdur Kuhniau Siddiqi in hi^ ac’customed and inimitable style has 
indul^^ed in vitujjerati^m and invectives for which he alw'ays chooses to take 
credit in this House. The brunt of his attack ha.s been directed against the 
last Ministry. He has sought to show that the la.st Ministry was guilty of 
failure, negligence and deliberate acts of overlooking the needs and require- 
ments of the political juisoners in the matter of their amenities and release. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiiji has held out the Muslim League in Bengal as 
the liberator of the jirovince and with the milk of human kindness his heart 
has overflown in the interest of his brothers and sisters in this province who 
are now behind the prison bars. 

While I was listening to him, Sir, 1 was recalling to my mind an 
expression which was used by the same Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi on an 
earlier occasion in this House when <luring the regime of the first Ministry 
which was formed in 1937 the case f>f the political prisoners came up before 
this House when >ome <»f them ha<l gone on hunger strike in protest against 
the treatment mete<l out to them in jail. It was this Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi who then said, had the hanlihood and effrontery to say. that these 
political jirisoners C(Mi 1<1 not expe< t the treatment of damads or sons-in-law 
in their father-in-law''s house. It is the same Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
who now poses as the chamjuon of these ]>nlitical prisoners. 

Now, Sir, when the last Ministry came into office they were startled to 
find that it w'as Khw’aja Sir Nazimuddin in his cajiacity as Home Minister 
in the previous Government who had turned «lown the proposal of the 
Government of India mme tlmii onci* for an increase in the allowances of 
political prisoners. The Government (»f India on the recommendation of 
the committee upjiointed' at the instance of Mr. N. M Joshi had suggested 
more than once to the Government of Bengal that the upper limit of family 
allowances for security prisimers should be lifted and that the principle 
which had been adopted by the other Provincial Governments should also 
be adopted in Bengal. It was Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin in his capacity as 
Home Minister who had relentlessly turned down that jiropnsal more than 
once, (fries of “shame”, “shame” from Gpjxisition Benches.) One of the 
fi#«t acts of the last Government was to remove that upper limit and to lay 
dow'n the ptdicy that there wouhl he no upper limit and each case would be 
considered on its own merits. That was the p<dicy which was laid down 
by the last G(»vernmeut. But unfortunately for the last Ministry, in carry- 
ing out that policy, in the execution of that policy, the subordinate officers 
of the Police Department had gone wrong and repeatedly the Ministers had 
to raise their voice against the way the subordinate police officers were carry- 
ing on their duties in the matter of assessing the needs of the poor harassed 
families of the political prisoners. That was our experience. 

Mr. Abdur Rabuiau Siddiqi in his own felicitous language, which I will 
not compare even with the lauguge of billingsgate, chose to jeer at the last 
Ministry, i would only say that but for the last Ministry’s efforts it would 
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not hare been possible to raise the uppeV limit and to as far as Rs. 100 
in one case from Rs. 10, which was Sir Naximuddin’s final nuiximnm limit 
with regard to family allowairees. ((’rie.4* (0 ‘shame,” “shame” from 
Opposition Benches.) Now. Sir, credit may now be sought to be taken for 
having raised the scale of diet allowance in jails. Well, the answer is that 
all over India the scale has been raised because of the abnormal sky-rocket- 
ting prices which prevail today in the different provinces of India, particularly 
in Bengal. No credit i^ due to this Ministry for having done the barest act 
of justice when the purcliusiiig power of money hus g(»ne down a hundred 
times, or even three hundred or four hundre«i times. Is that a matter of 
credit for this Ministry for having done which was so obvious to be <inne in 
circumstances such as those prevailing today)' 

Then, Sir, with regard to release, look round and see what is happening 
in other provinces of India including the provinces which are administered 
under section 1)3. Releases are taking place there in much larger iiumlieis 
than can stand to the credit of the jirestuit Miiiistr\. Tl»e paltry number of 
lit) is all that the> can boast of. The programme of tlie Ministry which 
has been trotted out before by Mr. Abdur Huhman Siddiiji i^ a document^ 
of calculated hypocrisy designed tor the purpose of roping and netting in 
some Caste Hindu members of this n<»us<‘ in order to enable a Muslim League 
Ministry to be installed in Bengal. Some of these Caste Hindu members were 
looking for some )»retence (»r pretext to break away from their parties to 
take shelter under the protecting wings of ai Muslim League Ministrx, and 
in order to give them some chance a l aniouHage document was put forward u.s 
a pnigramme and nothing eKt*. ilbihu N \rkmmm N.\im\\n ('H.\KKAii\in v : 
Ho! ho!) 1 know’ the gentleman who howls from that corner, one whose 
voice had been choked and gagged liy the jirevious Ministry when Sir 
Nazimuddin was the Home Minister. It was by the last Ministry that the 
gag was removed and he was allowed to speak again as a free man. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr. Basu. do not listen to that shout. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Very well, Sir, I sliall obey your 
ruling and accept your advice ami will m»t listen to it, I kimw how' hollow, 
how unmeaning that shout is. That is the reason for that programme, and 
the hypocrisy of that programme has been exposed in all its luridnesK by the 
actual effect which has been given to that programme. About three monihs 
have passed and all that this Ministry can boast of is the rtdease 
prisoners when the last Home Minister, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, had already 
decided and passed orders for the relea.se of otX) prisoners. ?fot one-fifth 
of them has seen the free light of the day or breathed the free air of the 
atmosphere. They are still pining away behind the prison bar. And 
what is more that lies to the discredit of this Ministry.*^ It is the resuscita- 
tion of the old rusty weapon of Regulation III of 1818. Persons who have 
been released by the judicial pronouncements of the highest court in the 
province have been locked in again under Regulation III of 1818. Each 
individual Minister ought to hang down his hear! in shame for having tarred 
the fair name of Bengal and for having blackened her face with ignominy 
and thame by taking recourse to Regulation HI of 1818 in respect of men 
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been decloJred free by the highest tribunal in the province. And 
«veu then they can come forward and put forward a man like Mr. Abdur 
Rahman .Si<Jdiqi who with venom in his cheek and poison in his tongue 
flings abuses against the last Ministry. I submit, Sir, that the record that 
this Ministry can ]>oust of is a large-scale assault on political prisoners in 
the Presidency Jail immediately on their assumption of office and the suspen- 
sion of all amenities including interviews with relatives for a period of one 
month or more. This is their record. They ought to be ashamed of this 
record instead of boasting of it. Well, Sir, I know that they have got to 
obey their masters in the Secretariat and in Clive Street. The masters have 
already raised their voice even on the floor of the House today. That voice 
raised from the European (iroup will alone prevail and is bound to prevail 
in the counsels of the Ministry. (Applause from the Opposition Benches.) 

Dfi 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I also want to speak. 

lifi DEPUTY 8PEAKER: My difficulty is this. I have got slips from 
the leaders of various groups, namely, the Nationalist (troup, the Progres- 
sive Party and purti< ulurly the Ticader of the Opposition wants to speak. 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Boy wants t<» speak and the Chief AVhip of the Congress 
Party Mr. J. C, Oupta also wants t<» speak, but the time at my disposal is 
very short. So I have chosen that the Leader of the House will 8j)eak and 
if Mr. Kiran Sankar Boy so choose.s so that he takes upon himstdf the right 
of reply of the UKiver he <*an do so after Sir Nazimuddin has finished his 
speech. 1 am sorry I havo no time at my disposal. 

Ofi 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: You will .surely allow somebody 
from our party to si>eak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have no time I do not hold myself 
responsible for the time. It is very late now. Mr. Basu ought to have 
bi*en allowed lo minutes’ time to .speak, but I gave him only nine minutes. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mu> 1 submit, Sir, that ^len 
so many important points have been raised, it is necessary that you should 
give an opportunity \o the representatives of different groups and parties to 
express their views on this very important ipiestion and if it is not possible 
to comdude the debate today let the debate be carried over to another date. 

1 would appeal to the Chief Minister to give another non-official day to 
discuss this^iuestiiin. There is ample precedent tor that. It has been 
done in many cases. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. The difficulty is that there is no other non- 
official day in the pre.sent list of business. Let us hear Sir Nazimuddin, 
the l^eader of the Hou.se. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I have a word to say? It is true that 
the list of business as at present arranged does not provide for an extra day 
for non-official resolutiou.s, but there have been instances not one or two 
but several in which (ioverument has accommodated the Assembly to have 
debates which were not finished on the dates fixed by reason of the fact 
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not be the slightest doubt that this question of release of political ^psonera 
is of very great importance in view of certain facts that the 
Leader of the European Party has himself referred to. While, 

on the one hand, you cannot be lax, at the same tilue 

it is necessary that Government should take note of the changed conditions 
in order to introduce change in policy. Besides, Sir, you will have noticed 
that in the course of the speech various allegations have been made, personal 
attacks have been made even on the floor of the House which we can ignore 
but points have l>een raised wliich require clarification, and it would be 
extremely regrettable if \t)U allow this <lebate to come to a close simply 
for the reason that there is no other non-official ^Iny given by Government. 
If Government are not prei)ared to give us any oilier day we w'ill have only 
ourselves to thank because Government is not sympathetic. We have Lot 
got any power to force the (Government. We will then deptuid upon thfe 
good grace of (joverninent t<» give us amdher day to continue (he debate, 

but it will be siieer cruelty to keep us here till about midnight in order to 

comidcte this didiate. Thcrofori' my humble submi.ssion is: carry on to 
an,\ rea^onahle length of time \oii like hut if you cannot clo.si* the debate 
let it staiol over and it is tor (fovernment to deiuile whether they will give 
us another day or not 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* I quite realise your point. In that case, 
I would a.sk Mr. Kiran Satikar Uoy to ‘»j>enk. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Belore 1 begin, Sir, may 1 know how 
much lime \ou are prejiured to give me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Five minutes. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Then 1 am .sorry I do not want to speak. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As far as (iovernment are 
concerned, Sir, they are very anxiou.s to have the verdict of the House on 
the policy and prograinine for the release of prisoners which was enunciated 
by them at the tune of their assuiiiptiou of office ainl which is practically 
incorporated in the amendment that ha.s been mo\cd. Sir, we want the 
verdict of the House. At the same tune, 1 think it cun he done if the 
I^eader of the Congress Part\, Mr. Kiran Sunkar Uoy speaks first, then the 
Leader of the Oppo.sition and then I can speak. Thus we will be able to 
finish the debate at quarter i»ast eight, (Mr. S.rvTo.sji Kt’Mar Basu: No, 
no.) Sir, the debate has reached a stage when only Leaders of Parties 
should speak. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, there are various other parties, 
namely, the Progressive I’arty, etc., ami members belonging to those also 
would like to speak. You have got to take into consideration their cases 
also. (Laughter from the Coalition Party Benches.) Don’t laugh. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I point out, Sir, that today is a very 
auspicious day for marriages and we have to attend about half a doaen 
marriage ceremonies today. (Laughter.) 

17 
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• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have explained my difficulty. Not only 
myself but Mr. Speaker decided that the debate should be closed at 7-30 p.m. 
I agree with him. So I want that the House should at least know the 
Government’s viewpoint through the Leader of the House, but I also realise 
that at least the Leaders of Parties should speak. There are precedents 
when a non-official day has been carried over to the next day. Even during 
the last session it was done. Under the circumstances, I have no other 
course but to adjourn the House, because if I adjourn the House for prayer 
now I will have to c^mie again and continue. It is impossible for me to 
carry on in this way. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Before you give your verdict, 
Sir, it should be clearly understood that there is no likelihood of another 
non-official day being given. Sir, if the House is anxious to hear the 
Government point of view on the question of release of political prisoners 
then I submit, Sir, that this should be done today. There is no chance 
or likelihood as we see at present according to the business that has been 
arranged that there will be a sitting of the House on Friday. We have 
given three days for non-official discussion of the food problem, namely, 
12th, 13th and 14th July — Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, and Govern- 
ment will recommend to the Governor to prorogue the House on that day. 
(Mr, Eikan Sankar Roy*. Have it on Thursday.) Sir, Government is 
anxious to have the verdict of the House on this question. (Dr. N.^linaksha 
S.\NYAL : There must be reasonable debate. Even the leaders have not 
been ^ble to speak.) One single question is being discussed for the last 
three hours. Then, Government cannot be held responshible. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader of the House will also realize 
that it is extremely unfair if the Leader of the Opposition is not given an 
opportunity to speak and if the leaders of different groups are not given 
an opportunity to speak. I may also say that the Chief Whip of Govern- 
ment wanted to have the debate closed at 7-30 p.m. So, I very carefully 
arranged everything, but unfortunately the debate went on. I am helpless. 
I therefore adjourn the House till 4-30 p.m. on Monday, the 12th July, 1043. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-30 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Monday, 
the r2th July, 1043, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proeeedinflrt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assemblt met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Monday, the 
12tli July, 1943, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Sykd Navsher Au) in the Chair. 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 191 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aiuwert were given) 

Home Guards. 

*50. Sreejut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: {a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleaded to 
state — 

it) what are the duties and functions of the Home (luanls; 

(//) what is theii relation to the I’olice and to the Executive; 

(ill) whether they are supplied with budges and uniforms; if not, why 
not ; 

(ir) whether the Bengal (io\eii]ment War the expenses for maintaining 
them; and 

(r) whether they huNe any oftieial status; if so, of what nature? 

(h) Is the Hoirble Minister <‘onsidering the desirability of paying any 
allowances to trained Home (juard captains? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (n to (/r) The honourable member is referred to — 

(i) the answer given on the 22ud September, 1942, in reply to starred 
question No. 4b asked by Mr. Abdulla-ul-Muhniood ; 
ill) the Bress-iiote, dated the 29th April, 1942, u copy of which is laid 
on the Library Table; 

(ij/) the late Hon’lde Chief Minister's speech at the ecunmentemeul of 
the last se.ssion which will W found at pages 42-43 of the Assembly 
Broceedings, Volume LXIII, No. 1 ; 

(tr) a statement (d‘ ju(»gress <»n H(»ine Guards published in the Bengal 
Wcehhf, dated the 15th February, 1943 (copy placed on the 
Libmrr Table). 

(r) They have no official status except that they are recognised by and 
under the control of Government through its officers. 

(b) No; but grants are being paid to parties as a whole for good work. 
Dr. NfALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the policies on which the stated Horne Guards were organised 
and whether the revised policy for reorganisation of the Horae Guards has 
been given effect to? 
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KlUM tilNMllfr MOHAMMED ALi: The policy has already been outlined 
by the tfien Chief Minister. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there has been under consideration any revision of the old folicy of 
Home Guards organisation in the province? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government are considering it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how long that revision of Home Guards policy has been under the 

consideration of Government? 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The present Minisirv came into 
office only the other day, and the revision of tlie policy is now under their 
consideration. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether the H(mie Gujii<l.s are under the control of the Superintendent 
of Police or independent of him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The H( )me Guards are under the 
administrative control of the District Magistrates and the Suhdivisional 
Oflicers, and operational control of the Sui)erintend<‘nts of Police. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the llon'lde Minister he plea.sed to 
state ^hether the Provincial Grgani.sation of Home Guards is still under 
Mr. Bucbanou? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, it is not under ilie control of 
Mr. Buchanon, but be .sometimes advi.ses Government on matters connected 
witli Home Guards organisation and the training (d Officers of Home Guards. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state wiiat happened to the proposal tor ha\ing Mi Buchanon as the 
Proniicial Officer in charge of the Home Guards <nguni.sation as a whole? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

8aourity prisoner 8j. Nripati Bhusan Chatterjee. 

*81. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Eon ble Minister 
ill charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 

Sj. Nripati Bhushan (^hatterjee, a vsecurity jirisoner now in the Mlidnapow 
Jail, was transferred from the Presidency Jail under punishment? 

(b) it the answer to («) is in the affirmative, Fill the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to stat^-r- 

' (A) tile nature of punishment ; and^ , 
the reason for such punishment? 
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(<7 Is it a fact — 

(t) that the said security priso^jer demanded khtuli cloths of 46 inches 
width; 

(tV) that the jail authorities of the Presidency Jail refused to supply such 
cloth to him ; and 

(Hi) that hhadi cloths of 46 inches width were later on supplied to other 
security prisoners in the Presi«leii( v Jaiiy 
(d) If the answer to (r) is in tjie aftiimati\e. will the Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for refusal referred to in tc) (n)P 

(c) Is it a fact that the above mentioned security prisoner was called to 
jail office while in the IVesidencv Jail 5^ 
if) If so, for what reasons}' 

*(</) If the answers tf> (c) and (c) are in the atiinnutive, will the llon’ble 
Minister consider it desirable to eiKjuire into the matter and lake necessary 
steps ? 

The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ud No 

(h) Does not arise. 

(r) Yes. 

{d) lie was refused khadi cloth of 46 im hes width by the Superintendent 
of the Presidency Tail as proper sanction was not obtained from Government 
at the time. 

(c) and (/) I am unalde to supply these informations as no record k kept 
of such calls. 

(//) I do not consider it neces.sarv to h(dd any en(|uirv into the matter. 

Mr. KI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Doe.s the Ilon'hle Minister know that 
there is a definite rule for ‘.upplwii^? khtiddar to security prisoners if 
kluuUhir can he purchased at the juices pie.scrilHMl for purchasin^^ mill cloths? 
And still why was hhaddar refu.sed to the prisoner? 

The Hon'bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T would refer the honourable 
member to iny answer {d). There lie will find tlie reason as to why kh/iddar 
was refused : at that time proper sanction of (iovernment had not been 
obtained for supplying khnddar with 46 inches width, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer («)(/), will the 
HouTde Minister be pleased to state why was Nripnti Bhusan ('hatterjee 
transferred from the Presidency Jail to the l^lnapore Jail? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Iton’ble Minkfer be pleased to 
state whether he was transferred alone or along with any others? 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOUs My definite information is that he 
was transferred to the Midnapore liaB under punishment. In riew of that 
fact, will the Hou’bk Minister be pleased to state how he came to obtain the 
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information that the security prisoner Mr. Nripati Bhusan Chatterjefe was 
not transferred by way of punishment to Midnapore Jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I may remind the hopourable 
member that the occurrence took place at a time when we were not in office ; 
and this is the information that has been supplied to us. 

Nomifiation of Scheduled Caste candidates in Union Boards in Dacca district. 

•52. Mr. DHANANdOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a large numlK*r of Caste Hindus have been elected in the 

Union Boards of Bajanagar, Sekliarnagar, Keyain and Bashail 
under MuiiNhiganj hulwlivision in the distri(‘t of Dacca in 14142 
and l!)4d in excess of their population strength; 

(ii) that the local authority has given nomination of Caste Hindu 

meml>ers sujierseding the claims of tlie Scheduled (Aistes; and 

(iii) that the population of the Scheduled Castes is numerically much 

greater than that of the Caste Hindus in those Unions? 

(h) If the answer to (a) O’?) is in the athrmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (o) (?) 1 understand that this has 
happened only in the case of the Sekharnagur Union Board. 

(n) and {h) Nominations have been gi\en to Caste Hindu members 
in the Sekliarnagar Union Board only a> no goo*! Scheduled Caste candi- 
date was available. 

(«) (iii) This is so in the Sekharnagar Union only. In Keyain Union, 
it is almost eijual ami in otheis less. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state what is the requisite qualification of u candidate for nomination to a 
union board? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No such qualification is prescrib- 
ed. Only be should be a voter and that is all. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the HoiUble Minister be pleased 
to state whether we are to understand that there was no scheduled caste 
voters ill that union board? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: All the voters cannot be suitable 
persons to be nominated. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: What is considered as the suitability 
of a candidate for nomination? 

khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It depends mostly on the discre- 
tion of the officers who recommend. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Do I understand the Parliamentary 
Secretary to say that not one scheduled caste member as good as the^^one or 
ones elected was to be found in the whole union ? 

Ktian Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It is reported by the local officer 
that no suitable scheduled caste person was available. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand that the Government 
accept the opinion of the local officer? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: At least the then Government 
accepted the recommendation. 

Mr. AtuI Chandra Sen; AVa« any reference made to the honourable 
member representing the General constituency of that subdivision in this 
House? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I think the late Government 

might have referred to him. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please 
state the respective number of tho.se union boards in which scheduled castes 
reside ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hoiri)le Minister please 
state what is the requisite qualification for a member to be nominated? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: That question has already been 
answered. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: What is the idea of putting the 
adjective no good scheduled caste candidate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|uestion does not arise. 

Water-supply and sanitary arrangements in the oyclona-affeoted parts of 

Midnapore. 

•53. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: (n) WTll the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Iah ix] Self-Government Depart- 
ment he plea.sed to state — 

0) the number of villages swept away in the Mi<lnapore district by 
tidal waves in the last cyclone; 

(iG what are the jiresent number of tube-wells in the said area; and 

(ill) the number of them that were newly iust;illed with dates? 

(h) Is it a fact that for four luouths there were no tul>e-w'ells in that 
area ? 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the total number of 
fegthi'in the cyelone-affected area due to outbreak of stomach diseases 
in — 

(1) Coutai i)olice-8tation ; 

(2) Kedgiri police-station; and 

(3) Ilamnagar police-station ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Public Health Department has taken over 
charge of health matters of the said area from the District Board of 
Midiiapore ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behaH of the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Mautvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (/) Contai — 304 villages (partly). 
Tamluk — 422 villages. 

(it) Coutai — 352 tube-wells approximately including private ones, 

Tamluk — 72 tube-wells including the new installations. 

(iii) Contai — 20 new tulie- wells have been installed including 2 reser- 
voirs during the period from the 27tb (Iclobei, 1!)42, to IDth March, 1943. 

Tamluk — 6 new tulie-wells between 5th Februan, 1943, to 25th Feb- 
ruary, 1943. 

(h) No, 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(d) and (e) The Contai and Tamluk sulxlivisions were threatened with 
an outbreak of cholera and (»ther dange^o\l^ distnises in the wake of the 
last cyclone. The ordiruirv ])r()visif>n.s of law were found insufficient for 
the puriK)He of preventing the outbreak ol Mich dlsea^e^ or spread thereof. 
The Director of Publii' Health, Bengal, wa.s therefore emjM>\\ered under 
the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, to take such mejisures for the prevention 
and control of those epidemic diseases as he considered necessary. 


Stalemeni referred to in reply to daust (c) of starred question No, 53. 



Contai poUi>c- | 

station. 

Kedgiri poUce* 

station. j 

Ramnagar police- 
station. 

Attacks. 

Deaths. 

Attacks. 

Deaths. 

Attacks. 

Deaths. 

Cholera 

405 

238 

450 

219 

219 

145 

Diarrhoea 

1,028 


753 


161 


Dysentery 

777 


383 


105 



Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (5), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state whether the area in question went without 
tuWwellfi for any length of time? 
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MIim ftahib HAMiDUDDIN AHMEi): Tes. for some time it ^ent 
without tubewells. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May we kuow, how lougP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: For about 4 montha. Materials 
were sent in due time in the month of November, and the tubewells were 
sunk at the earliest opportunity when contractors were available. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: AVill the Hon'ble Minister please 
state h(»w many tube-wells had j.'-one out (d <»r4ler and ikj repair hUs been 
done? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice about the number 
of tubewells. 

Malaria and kala*azar epidemic in the KiahoreganJ tubdivition. 

*54. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Ui) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in fhar/^e of the Public Health and l^oeul Self-(foverninent DejKirtmeut be 
pleased to state whether he aware that malarial fever and kulu-UKur broke 
out in e]>ideniic form in the district of MynitMisiiif'h. |)articularly in the sub- 
division of Kishorej^anj, this \ear resulting; in th<»usand.H of deaths therefrom? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the afhrinative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whethei any quinine or medif‘al ofbeers were desjiatched 
to the affe<'ted areas at KislKU-eg-anj ? 

{(') Is the Hon’lile Minister aware that no quinine was available in these 
areas even on Rs.25(> a jiound? 

((It AVill the lion ’ble Minister he pleased to lay on tlie Table a statement 
showing sepaiately from duly, to DecemlnT, 194‘2: — 

(i) the uuinher of deaths from (ll malaria and (.‘2^ kala-uzur; and 
(u) the number attacked with these fell di.seases in isilice-stationH 
],arail, (2) Karini^*-anj, (d) I’akundia, C4) Kathiady, 

(o) ^os^aill^)Ur, and ((») Itajitpur in Kishoie^ranj subdivision? 

(r) AVill the Hon’hle Alinister he j)b*as<*d to state the amount of quinine 
distributed from the Charitalile DisjxMisaries at Karim^unj, J^akundin, 
Kathiady, Suran har Masua. Banap:rain, Hos.suiiipur and Hajifinir? 

{/) Will the Hon’ble Alinistei also be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showiiiff separately and month by month from July, 1942, to 
Decemlier, 1942, the allotment of quinine in each of the dispeiisuries men- 
tioned in (cl? 

Khan Sthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (^j) Yes. 

(b) Twenty-seven medical officers were dej)ute<l to the affw teil areas of 
Kiahorejs''anj subdivision and 92 lbs. of (|uiniiie were distributed, 

(c) Quinine was scarce in the market, but the maximum price (in the 
local market) jier pound was about Hs,]4(). 

(d) Two statements are laid on the Table. 

(e) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(/) Quinine is supplied in lump quantities according to necessity and no 
monthly allotment is made. 



Stalement I referred to in reply to dauoe (d) of starred question No. 64. 

Statem^t showing Uie number erf deaths from malaria and kala-azar from July to December, 1942, in Kishoreganj subdivision of Uie 
lensingh district. 
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Pakundi* .. 793 19 472 13 413 12 494 26 712 20 697 
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Statement referred to in reply to elauee (e) of domed fuedim No, Si, 

Statement showing the quantity of quinine distributed from the Charitable 

Dispensaries. 




Lbi. 

1, 

Karimganj Charitable Dixpensary 

14 

2. 

Pakundia Charitable Dixpenaary 

n 

3. 

Kathiadi Cliaritable Diapenaary 

11 

4. 

Sararchar Charitable Diapemiary 

21 

5. 

Masua Charitable l)ui}Htnaarv 

18 

6 . 

Banagram Charitable I.)iA|>enaary 

25 

7. 

HotMainpur Charitable Dwpoiiaary 

10 

8. 

Bajitpur Charitable Dwpenaary 

12 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With relerpncp 

to answer (h), will the 


Hon ’hie Minister please state how many doctors wore sent to Taruil, Kuriin* 
ganj and Kathiady police-station in the month of NoTeml)erH 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMEDi 1 want notice. 

Mautvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (h), will the 
Hon’hle Minister i)lease state for how many patients, according to medical 
rules, lbs. of quinine are required ^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: That was not supplied on the 
basis of the number of patients. As much (|uinine us was available was 
supplied to that area. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What is the minimum requirement 
of an individual patient h 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: That I cannot say. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’lde Minister please state 
in what month the lbs. of quinine w'ere supplied? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED : l‘’riini July to DooPinbor. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister please state 
on w'hat basis they came to the figure of lbs. and not more? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: 92 lbs. were available to he 
supplied to that area. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if it is a fact that the local Public Health Department, 1 mean the Di-strict 
Public Health Officer, reported that 92 lbs. were not sufficient for the whole 
arejiP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. Then what steps Government took to 
supply more quinine? 
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Khtfi Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: GovernmeDt did its best to supply 
more quinine. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether Government tried to replace that by cinchona.^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: That I cannot say offhand. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'bie Minister please state 
whether along with the 27 doctors sufficient amount of quinine was also 
sent or all the doctors were sent w'ithout any quinine whatsoever? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The doctors were sent with 
quinine. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'bie Minister please state 
how many 'pounds of quinine were given to each doctor? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: It appears from the statement to answer 
((/) that the death-rate in Tarail itself rose from !17 in the month of July to 
1,130 in the month of December, in Kathiadi from JT it rose to 142 and in 
Karimganj it rose from 48 to 003. Ea< h month the death-rate increased hy 
geometrical progression. Will the Hon'bie Minister jdease state what 
special step Government took to prevent the outbreak of malaria and 
kala-asar in this area? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No .special measures were taken 
except sending of quinine abuig with doctors. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hoiride Minister idease state 
whether this quinine was <listributed through charitable disi)ensarie.s or this 
was sent with doctors who were deputed by Government.^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: This wa.s done both through 
charitable dispensaries as well us by doctors. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: AVhut is the condition in that area this 
July? 

' Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: ( omparatively better. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'bie Minister please state 
what was their agency for collecting the figures of death-rate and attacks 
from malaria and kala-azarP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: District Magistrate. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'bie Minister please state 
whether he is aware of the fact that in one particular village of Tarail }>oIice- 
station, the death-rate was l,tKH) from malaria alone within three months? 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 
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Mtulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’bie Minister pleM 
whether, in view of the acute outbreak and high death-rate in this pixtioular 
area, Government will consider the desirability of sending quinine in 
sufficient quantity now? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government will look into it. 

Dr. ABDUL MOT ALE B MALIK: Government have sent nothing this 
year. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIH AHMED: They are sending quinine and 

they will also try to send more quinine. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL; Will the ITon’hle Minister please state 
whether they have distrihiite<l quinine through the Ciitde Officer or through 
the charitable dispensary? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Through the charitable dispen- 
sary and tliroiigli the Sanitary In.spect(»r. 

Point of Ordor. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. 1 urn afraid 
the practice of tw(» nienihers of the Goveniineiit Parts exchanging (jiiestioiis 
and counter-questions and answers and cf)unter-anvswerh is becoming rather 
too common in thi> Houst* We ilo not want to stand ih the way of members 
exercising their private right^, but it is one of tlie ParHajnentarv practices 
for party members in tlie (jovernment t(» elicit further information, if tliey so 
like, direct from the Government, because they are there, and it would be a 
good practice. Sir, at least tor such memlxus not to put a number of supple- 
mentary (luestions in the House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far 41 s tlie I^arliamentary 
practice goes, it is the light of an\ member to put qa^stioiis. As far as 
questions are <*<tnceriied, tliere is no distinction between au Oppo.sition member 
and a (lovernmeiii purt_\ member. This is the best way of receiving 
iiiformutioii. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am afraid I might have been misunder- 
stood. Sir. 

Millltfi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: May t submit, Sir,— ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. He says he is mi.sunderstood. I/et him 
1)6 understootl fur*t. - • • s . ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I |iavv. not .>^aid . it itt -against, our xjiles, 
nor have J. suggested .thdt a private member has not ^ot an^y rigjit. I have 
a qtiestlon df propriety ^ollowigg (he c/mven,tion. that you will 
notice is recognised in the House ol f^viiftions. <ii(f not name the House 
of Commons..! »lid not ^ isf are 

.^w^Y^ (<jr*4ii^^itnix(ma^thntakp-raother of PariiamenU, 

TO wiif r»ubmtt1ir a qiies&n of propriety. IMookarjeally very 
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awkward if two members of the same bench would exchange their ideas and 
questions are mutually asked and answered when they have other machinery 
to get the information more readily and quickly. 

Or, ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: We have found in this House that 
Speaker has always given preference to the Opposition. This session you 
have always given sufficient time to the Opposition and the Oppositionists 
have been mostly in favour ot a.sking supplementary questions. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There is no objection to any supple- 
mentary question being put by members belonging to the Ministerialist 
Party. There cannot possibly be any such objection. But for the last few 
days we have been feeling that questions which are put to those Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries who are sitting close by the members belonging to the 
Ministerialist Party do not at all reach this side of the House. The simple 
solution seems to l>e this that if those questions are addressed to you as 
Speaker as they ought to be, everybody can hear the questions and the 
Parliamentary Secretary can also answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think this is a point of order strictly speaking. 
As to what has fallen from Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu his complaint is that the 
questions have not been addressed to the ( hair and that they have not got 
the benefit of hearing the cjuestions and answers. Well, this a matter 
which, I think, does not require any more solution than this that henceforth 
the honourable members asking questions will perhaps be well-advised to 
speak a little louder and answers will be given more loudly. This solves 
that part of the question. 

As regards the other part raised by my honourable friend, Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal, he has conceded that the members of the Government party have got 
as much right to put sujiplementurv questions and exactly in the same way 
as the members of the Opposition. But what lie seems to object to is this 
that perhaps too many questions are being asked in a way which is not quite 
proper. That is a matter entirely for the fhair to decide whether the right 
to put supplementary questions is being abused or not. If the Chair feels 
that the right is being abused, certainly the Chair will interfere in the 
matter. That is all that I have got to say. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: We find that Dr. Sanyal puts more 
questions and cross-questions than anybody else. 

Further BupplemenUries to Btarred Question No. 54. 

MauWi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any difficulty in supplying quinine monthly and not 
in a lump as has been done in the past ? 

Khan Bahili HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: As I have already answered, 
^quinine is scarcely available in the market. It is not possible to make any 
monthly allotment. 
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Rep r ut nU tlow of tlio people of Kaohue in Tippera for opening a Regialration 

Offioe« 

•5S. MaiNvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Eihication Department l>e pleasetl to state— 

(/) the number of deed.'. exe<uted by the ])eople of Kaohua thaua in 
the district of Tippera during tlie last tour years (liKt9 to 1942); 
and 

{u) whether the Inspector-General of Uegistration has received any 
representation from the local people of the said thana for oi>ening 
of a registration ofht'e there 

(6) If the answer to \(i) (»/) is in th(‘ atlirmative, will the Uon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken on the said petition? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (?) A statement furnishing the required 

particulars is laid ou the Table. 

(ti) Yes. 

(h) Government have sanctioned the establishment (d a Sub-Registry 
Office at Kachua with effect from the 1st July, 194d. 

Stakment referred to in reply to clause, (a) of starred question No. 55. 

Number of documents registered from Kachua thana during the years: — 



1930. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

LakBam 

5 

8 

38 

28 

Hajiganj 

3.515 

4,695 

6,347 

5,936 

Chitoshi 

52 

95 

as 

104 

Chandioa 

558 

394 

507 

547 

ToUl 

4,130 

5,192 

5,975 

6,610 


Oistrois in oortain thanaa of Rangpur diatriot. 

*5B. Mr. AHMED H088AIN! (a) Will (he Hon’ ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether acute distress is prevailing in police-stations Shaghatta, 
Fulchari, Gaibandha, Sunderganj and Gobindaganj in the district 
of Rangpur; and 

(tV) whether half the population of the said area, mostly small farmers 
and agricultural labourer*^, have fallen a prey to starvation? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pieaeed^ state whether the Government contemplate to start relief work 
in those areas? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr* Terek Neth Mukerjee): {a) ({) Distress is prevailing in parts of these 
police-stations but it has not reached an acute stage. 

(n) There is no starvation although small cultivators and landless 
labourers are passing through a difficult time. 

(b) Agricultural loan to the extent of Its. 74,805 has been distributed in 
the aflfected areas as detailed below — 

Name of police- 
station. 

Shaghata 
Fulchari 
Gobindaganj 
Gaibandha 
Sunderganj 


Total ... 74.805 


Amount 

diutributed. 

30,366 

15,735 

8,677 

8,636 

11,301 


Test relief works were started at two places in Sunderganj and Gobindaganj 
thanas but had to be stopped as the works did not attract a sufficient number 
of persons. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (o ) (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state what is the ( iovernment’s measure of 
acuteness h 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It has been decided in 
various ways, namely, i>iiee (d’ nee in the markets, attemlance in the test 
relief centres and other tilings as laid down in the Famine ('o<le. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: W ill the Hon hie Minister lx* pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the work <lid not attract suffiiuent j)ersons because 
of the rates iirescrihed which were grotesiiuely low and not at all in keeping 
with the high price P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For the information of 
the honourable member I may say that tbe rate was fixed according to the 
Famine Code, namely, market price of rice now prevailing iii that locajitv. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state 
what was the specific rate prescribed for that area when the test relief work 
was started? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not possible for me 
to 8uy accurately. So far as I remember, the rate was annas 12 per capita. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the rate prescribed was annas 4 per per 
hundred cuLit feet? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 ^av Ws Sir’ . I kuow that 
because I was the Chairman of the Local Board. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It cannot he a fact 

becauj*e of the simple reason — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You need not suy that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GHOSH: Will the linn'hle Minister he pleased to 
slate whether he iiscertaine<! the afteeted numlier of population hefoi'e he 
allocutefl the amount for police-.station ; and, have they (‘oine to any 

conclusion w}ial.s(H‘V(‘j‘ a^ to what is the amount in r capita that has heen 
distributed on the basrs of this sanctituil" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For the information of 
the In.iiourabh* nnunber I am a^'-uin n‘peatni|.» that a^i ieult ural loans are also 
ffranted ucconlinjr to tlu‘ lules as laid <lown in the Famine Code. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: So. m\ (lue^.tion has mil bmm answered. 
Tiie (piestion v\as before sanrtioninj,^ a partieular amount for a jiarticuiar 
pidiee-station whether ( io\ et nnumt aseeitained the number (d peojde affected 
and, if so, what is tin' conclusion of the (ioMUfiment with n’^i’ard to the 
sanctioned amount per cnpita''^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I nfortunately the 

bcmoiiiable meiiibot lia> not i<*ad the aiiswei tull\. The aimuint ^iven tbeie 
is the amount wliicli has licen actually distributed. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to draw sour attention, 
Sit" - 

Mr, SPEAKER: Onlei, order. He has g-iven an answer. If .\ou are 
not satisfied with it, I cannot help it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I 'liat IS no answer. Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the iloirbie Ministei be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a laiK‘* number of families and rhihlirui have been 
compelled for want of [(mmI leave their hearths ami liomes and are wiimler* 
ing in .search (d loorl in the bonier area (d the nei^'-hlionr inj^ districts and are 
dyiii;:^ in larjfe numbers from cholera and other epnlemic diseases!’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I do not know We 
have no such information. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the informat if>n just now 
8Upplietl by me. does tin* Hon’ltle Minister think it desirable to immediafely 
hfdd an enejuiry into the matter 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If specific instauoett are 
supplieJiby the honourable member, Government will certainly do fto. 

18 
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Mauivi ABU HtfSSAIN 8 ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
please<I to state what he means by stai'vation ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Starvation means 
starvation. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the Hon’lde Minister is called upon to 
/i^ive a (lefiiiitioM of tlie word “starvatifm”. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8 ARKAR: 

follow the Hon’ble Minister. 


want a clear answer. I cannot 


Mr. 8 PEAKERS I disallow that (|iiestion. 

Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: M dl tiie Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether the test relief works were starle.l h.v the j)revious Ministry or the 
present Ministry? 

The Hon'bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mostly hy the 

previous Ministry. Some have also heen staited after the formation of the 
jiresent Ministry. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8 ARKER: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that people ilid not (fo for test relief work 
only because the rate fixed was tim low? 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: That question ha.s already been answered. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ^rfft 

— ^ Test relief works CTfGlfe?! ? 

TN Hon’bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ^ 

OrtCSf Notice I ^ ^ (7J w ^ 

Test relief worksij^ ^ sanction Notice c^?f 

I 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: sift 'spt-jy ^ 

CT ^ C5f1^ .ilT Test relief iiv 5nvr r 

ThaHon’bleMr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: r;rvT, 

"W I ’rtv CRtlP^ Cfst 'STtHt '5t7C=T C5?1 I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker (Sir, 'utft 
*t1» 5?1t I 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: Stpi c’R's 

Mr . C HARU CHANDRA ROY: 4? wvicw vrJfl 

^ vrm ^ c^stiv wt*iT v? at® t 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 4 grjT 8 ®Y ^ CWCT 

CWtTl I 
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Point of Ordor. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: On a point of ordor. Sir. Is it permissible 
for an honourable nieniber to speak in Henyrali if he has already given any 
j>roof of his ability to \inder>tan<l and e\])ress himself in English.*^ 

Mrs SPEAKER! The posithm is somewh.it .inomalous. The Act says 
that the language of this llduse will be English but it gives power to the 
House to make nih*'. that those who aie not acquainted or sufHcieiitly 
acquainted witli the English language ma\ be permitted to speak in any 
other language. I think that is the pr(»\ision. Now let me read the relevant 
section, viz., Sei tion So ot tiie (Jovernment (d India Act. 

“All proceedings in the Legislature ot a l‘n»vince shall be conducted in 
the English language; 

Provided that the rules td piooedure (d the Chuml^er or Chambers und 
the rules, if an>, with respect tn joint sittings, shall jirovide for enabling 
persoiLs unacquainted, oi not siitliciently acipiainted with the English 
language to use another.” 

Rule J1 of the Rules of Proce<lurc made by this House is to this effect : 

“If any member is unacquainte<l or not sutbciently acquainteil with the 
English lang’u.ige the Sjieaker ma> permit him to sjieak in any other 
language.” 

Now the (|uestion arises when the Speaker can permit a member to speak 
in any (dher language. It means that if a member is unacipiainted or not 
sufficiently acquainted with the English language then und then only the 
Speaker may jiermit him to sjieak in any <dher language. How will the 
Sjieaker ascertain whetliei a member is unacquainted or md sutbciently 
acquainted with the English language:" It mu\ l»e said that gentlemen who 
have got degree.s of Cniversities are accustomed to carry on their businesH 
in English. Tlie Speaker ma\ well ha\ in spite of whatever they may nay 
“1 take it that you are acijuainted or sufficiently acquainted with the 
Engliah language, and. therefore, I am not going lo permit you to speak in 
Bengali;” But the Engli.sh language is md the nudher tongue of most of 
us here. Thereiore it is ver\ difficult for the Speaker to say anything when 
a member .stuud.s up and .s.i\s that he is md sufficiently acquainted with the 
English language to express himself in that language even if he holdfl n 
degree of the University of Calcutta or any otlier foreign Vniversily. Some- 
times it l>ec 4 mie.s cxtremclv difficult for gentlemen to express themselves in 
amdher language, however ]»r<tbcient they may i>e, in that language and 
they will be able to express tbemschcN better in their own mother tongue. 
Therefore, what I propose to do in u matter like this is that whenever any 
member of-thi.s House .stamN up and says that he claims that he i» not 
sufficiently acquainted with the English language to express himeelf in that 
language 1 would accept his statement and allow him lo s}>eak in Bengali. 
Babii NARENDRA NARAYAN CH AlCRABARTY S 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I have f^iven my decision. Have you got anything 
to say further y 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ 7 ^ 

•atf’WOT rzfH 5rftin ^rn Bt¥, Trm, iot?^ "fPR 

FSTfif »pnt >4 ’w:* ^rni ttfft'rv fVsstni c5ftTf|3i, 4^? fefn 
«w? (?tt!:5if5C5R ‘'tfcsT^ sRrssmTi c^cs ^ irw? «W5 

T5H -aflft '®rf? OfPf I 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. There are many difficulties in the way. 
It is not for me stundin^. here to 'av that we aie stiaiifjers in our own home. 
We realise it at every step. Hut here the Act has definitely jirovided that 
the language of this House shall he English. We cannot go heyond that. 
The only discretion that has been veste<l in this House is to make rules and 
rule has heeii ma<le authorising the Sjieaker to ])enuit memhers who are 
either unac(iuaint(*d or nf>t sufficiently arijuainted, with the English 
language to speak in an\ other language Well. 1 would accept the state- 
ment of an> ineinher of this House who comes forward and says that he is 
not suffioiently acquainted to express himself in English hnt f)f course at 
the same time I heli(*ve that no inemhei will make a statement which will 
he on the vei'v iace ol it, unaeceptahle 1 ean lertiiinlx leavi* it to the goffd 
sense of the niemlxTs, 

Mf. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: On a point of information, Sir, TOI 

question memher nest ion 

?iftf OTsfTf it^i <*orrtH't =T7i? 

5^, t5?.3T f% (yrprn -^pn sufficiently 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ahead \ .statefl that 1 will ai'cepi the statement 
of memhers of this Houst* \\hene\er tln‘\ sa> that they are not sufficiently 
acquainted with English to speak in that language. Tlierefore no such 
question arises. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will yi»u allnw thtoi. Sir, to speak in Bengali 
if they desire to do so even when the\ are sufficiently acquainted with 
English Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: (Vrtuinly, because sometimes it might have so happen- 
ed that memher> spf>ke in Engli'^h under a mi>a])])rehensiou . 

(At this stage Mime memher^' were fui iheir leg." to speak. 1 

Order, order. Already there ha." been enough of discussion on this ques- 
tion and 1 think there ought not to be any more. 

Further Supplementaries to Starred Question No. 56. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, 

OPf4 ^5tu^ (TT ^ Te«t rolief49 

^ ?r; ^ crfnrc^ ^ ftRi wns tr i ft ’inp/T 

LWtVH C^rtsrm cn^ftlR starvation r 
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The Hon’Ms Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER 4 EA: Shall I anawer in 

Bengali or English? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot say whether nmui can ^pcak in English or you 
cannot speak in Engli-^h. The main (pie^tion being in English you have 
answered in English though the member may be quite innocent of English 
and may not understand it at all. But it is certainly open to you to speak 
either in English or in Bengali now uhen the supplementar\ question t»aa 
been put in Bengali. 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The other day you were 

pleased to rule, when a qiic.^^tion was put in Bengali, that in aiiMWering 
question put in Bengali it would be desirable to answer in Bengali and I 
want to answer in Bengali. 

(yci c^tcto i 7*1^: 0^5 

subdivision 4 :=n^ T1 ^ I 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY; r] i 'siPtTJt ^)itl (Ttf^ ; 

■iJT ^ Test relief vorki] ftpri CTfClfa^ 

^ ^ r.^ C^t ^rvT-.T I 

Mr. SPEAKER: thd.-r. please. Will \nu ple.ise ))UI \(>nr question 
direct withoin arj> intrdductorx note nr an\ (liseus.«sion ? 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Sir. vj-.j (75^1 — :nf| :nrl1tt 

C^f CgtC F' ^ starvation Pt?“, prw f*fu Test ndicfi^ 

^ Ttrr s’cto: z\ ^ cTr^tt^T^ 

^ ^vfl? (TT^rr^ starvation 7r,?r — s\ C«fCY 

(?rK^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question. 

Mr. AHMAD HOSSAIN: With refereio-e to answer (a)(o), will the 
Hon'ble Mini.ster be pleased to .stale whether mass starvation amongst small 
agriculturists and labourers in the iiHiuths of Chuitra and Baisakh had taken 
place? 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

fV — oBT^rr? ^ ^ ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ij ^ oeiTT 

I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: -n.^H -aw. rwW’ll ^ Sir. Sf^T CT 

Cffrq (TiHm — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Rny. you need not discuss blit you put the que»- 
tion direct. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: arjy *nr WfiTPT 

sfl, ^ Test relief ij Ci^fC^ ^\W vl ^ ^Tl <5 

CTfnrc^ ^fS ^Ti, ; 5 f^ Sfer starvation ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Bsbu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
since the drafting of this reply the conditifui of Ran^’pur, more specially of 
the Nilpharnari suixli vision, has ^one far wciise and people there are very 
adversely affected, it not by lakhs, at least h\ thousands and some of them 
have already died and others are dying for want of food'' 

Ths Hon bl6 Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot answer that 
question off-hand. ^ 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiuwer* to which w^-c laid on the Uble) 

Family allowance to security prisoner Mr. Hah Mohan Podcfar, 

24. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAiN: (oi Is the H(m’}de Mini>ter in charge of 
the FToim* Department aware of tlie fact — 

(/) that Mr. ITari Mohan Poddai. son ol T'-\^af ('handra Po«ldar, of 
Braliinanhana, Madhya|)ara. in the di‘<tri(t oi Til)pera, ^^a'* 
arrested un<h*r riil«* l‘.j{) ot the Detenec oi India Rules in the 
year H)4!J and <letain('<l in the ('oiiiilla dail siioo liis arrest; 

(/}) that he was tin* side earning inenibei ot lii^ taniiK ; and 

iut) that his widowed mothei suhinitteil tliree |»elitions to the District 
Magistrate ot 'lijipeia, tor family allowance us they are in 
distres.sl' 

{If) Tf the answer to (o) is in the atiii mat i\ •*, i*. tlie Hon'hle Minister 
considering the desirability ot granting him any family allowance? 

(r) If so, will the lion hie Mini'^tei ho pli'a^cJ to state the amount 
thereof ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (oi Yes. 

(ii) He has other l>r(»thers capable of earning. 

(in) I have no information about his mother’s petitions to the District 
Magistrate, Tippera, but one petition from the security prisoner has been 
received. 

(h) and An allowaiue of Rs.lo per mensem has been granted to the 
mother of the security pri-oner from the 1st Oi tober, 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to answer w'ill 
the Hon’ble Minister be ]>lea'^ed to state the dale when the application was 
received and the date when the allowance was granted? 



1943 .] 


QUESTIONS, 


867 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (iV), namely, 
that the security ]»risi»ner has oilier brothers capable of earniupf, may I 
enquire whether in estiinatin^j* the earninjf — whether allowance will at all 
l>e ^ranterl or not — the pres«*nt Ministry is exannnin^ the possibility of some 
member of the family earning, whether there is actual earuinjf therefrom 
or not: that is wlietlier tlie capacity to earn is one of the factors that, are 
examined or whether the actual eariiinjr iN examined ^ 

The Hofi’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: My attention has only just 
now been ilrawn to this aspect of the question. 1 propose in future only 
to take into con>i<leration the actual earning of the family. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'hle Minister l>e 
pleased to tell the House tin* numher of <lejM*mlents of tliis security prisoner!* 

The Hen'bte Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: He has more than one 
brother capable of earning. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I want to know the numher 

of his tjependents. 

The Hon'hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think he has got 

iin> wdfe ))e< aiise allowance ha'« hem cranicd to the nn'ihef on)\ . So it is 
olivious that he lia^ no wit«*. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With ictcrence (.. answer (a)(,n), 
will the Hon'ble Mini>tei be pleaded to stati' whether it the duly of the 
District Magistrate in whom apphe.il loiis to? larnilv allnwancc are suhmitted 
to tcrwanl llniNe apjiln alioii'. to the (ioveinmcnt with his reeomniemlation ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think thi^ is t),e practice 

at jircsent. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon hh Minister he 
pleased to state wlietliei he cf>ri‘‘iders (lir dt'^'iiahilif \ of issuing instruction 
to the District Magi>ir.ifc snhmil his n-port within a short lime as may 
be prescribed liy t}ie < fovernnnoit so that applications can )k* dispoMnl of 
quicklv instead ot waiting tor three months ^ 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ilo not think it is possihle 

to prescribe a time limit becau-'e it usually takes a long time to get full 
information about a family. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: D the Hon'lde Minister aware that 
several |»etitions are awaiting the decd’^ion of the ffovprnment for more thaii 
six months for want of report from the District authorities ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am I cannot allow that (piestion. Instead of 

asking about specific caseh you are bringing in general queniions. 
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Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the approximate time for investigating? a case and disposing 
of it ? 

Th0 Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMtJDDIN: It is very difficult to give the 
the approximate time. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: The maximum time? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it takes more 
than a month. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the re])]y just now given 
by the Hon’ble Minister, may I re(juest liim to enlighten us whether more 
than six montlis’ time has been taken in particular cases? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will explain the reason why 
delay generally takes place, (bmerally the dela\ takes ])hice in those cases 
where tlje reconfiiuMnlation of the depaitment is against tlie grant of an 
allowance and it is th(*n -oent U]» to the Minist«»r tor liis final <lecision. Tlieso 
are the kind of cases where dela\ takes |)lace. 

A.R.P. appointments in Calcutta. 

25. Sj. ASUTOSH MULLICK: to) Will the Ilmride Minister in charge 
of the Home (Detence) Department he jdeas(*d to lay on tin* Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the numher of wardens einph»yed in the A.ll.P services in Tuleutt-U 
before the air raids during the last Christ mas; and 

(tt) the numher of such pcrsoris turning up at tlieir j)osts (d duty during^ 
those raids? 

(h) Is it a fact that the A. It 1*. (\m1ioIler, C'ahiitta, hj»s issued a 
circular, dated the 28th Junuar\, l!)4d, prohibiting the enrolment of a 
person on political grounds? 

(c) Will tlie non'hle Minister he ]deased to lay on the Talde a copy of 
memorandum N(». 22d(o), tinted the 28th January, IJMd. issued hy the A.H.P. 
Controller, Caelutta? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ( ft) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

(h) The (‘ircnlar prtdiihitetl the reeriiitment of anv person as a member 
of a ptditieal party; in ]>artieular recruitment of memhers of the Communist 
Party of India was prohibited. 

(c) The eireular was for official use only. The instructions in the 
eilTular have Iwen modified by (tovernment and the prohibition on (he 
Toeruitment of members of the Communist Party of India has Wn 
withdrawn. 
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'Statement referred la in etanee (a)(i) and (ii) of unelarred queHion No. 25. 

(,) — Tht> of Warti**!!* («/) — The numbar of auoh 

Particulam. eiiiploye<l ui the A. R. P. Servu'w persorii* turning up at their post 

in Cal^ufto liefore the midM dur* on duty during thoae raidii. 
mg the la»t Christman. 


Number of Wardeas 

Paid. I'njVMd. 


recruited on the 
14th December, 

1942. 

3,2S3 1.248 

Abaent 

Attendance of 

20 12-42 

817 

Wardens on the 

22 12-42 

828 

days the Birens were 

2:M2.42 

791 

soundcxl in the 

24 12-42 

701 

month of Decem- 
ber, 1942 on— 

28 12 42 

78H 


Abaent. 





F‘.ud 

Wardens 

With 
lea\ e. 

Without 

le^ve. 

20th Divendicr, 1942 

3.073 

96 

120 

22nd I)e< ond»er, 1942 

3.102 

9A 

105 

23rd I>«*ot'rntM‘r, 1942 

3.099 

NH 

110* 

24th December, 1942 

3.071 

88 

140 

28th Dei'cmlier, 1942 

3.031 

103 

157 

•The totals of these figurt'K for each <l«v « 
wardens as It Htood on 14th 1942. a 

hi not talh with the Oirnn* of rerniOrnent of paid 
- smre that date Horn" fredt os riiitrnent was inaile. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 

With rrdei’cncr* tn aiiswru' { 1 ^ 

, will the 


Hon’lile Minister Ik* to state uhv in paitirnlar reeruitnienl of 

Tneinliers of tlie ( 'oiimnmist I’artx nf India was prohilnied 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: It was done on the ha.^iK 
that no nietiiher of a fiolitieal or^^anisation as sueh eould )»e reeniit(*d to the 
A.K.P. hut iridividinil inenihers of anv piditical organisation in their 
individual eajiai it> could he recnnte<l. an<l as the ( oniinunist Party wanted, 
as far as I know, — of course this took plar'e not iti niy time hut during the 
previous (lovernment, — to lie recruited as mfinliers ot the Communist Party, 
I believe, the restriction was placed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; W.l] the Ilon'tde Minister he pleased 
to state if that eireular No dated the l^Stll danuar\’. lf>4d, referred 

to a particular a])pli('atioii oi ai-ose out of a jnirticuiar application of one 
indiviilual a])jdieaiii ffir enrolment in the Pall\ gunge aiea'r' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I a-k foi notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'hic Minister he pleased 
to state liow many cases li.ive oceurreil after the modification of the 
circular? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: tthvmusiy none. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the stafement show- 
ing that there have been during the air raid-* a large numWr of ahseuteeu 
without leave, will the Hon’hle Minister be pela^ed to state wbether sucli 
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absentfH* meinberH are H<il! alMwed to continue in the A.R.P. services or 
they have lieen rejilaced hy others who are prepared to stay on during air 
raids ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Each case was examined and 
those who could not otfVr satisfactory explanation for their absence were 
removed from service and I think h\ now others have replaced them. 

Transfer of the A.R.P. Officer of Comilla. 

28. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): (n) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether he 
has received any telegram from the Sei retary of the Tippera District Muslim 
Anjuman regarding the transfer of the Muslim A.K.P. Officer of Comilla for 
non-observance of the Communal Ratio Rules in the apjx)intments in the 
Tippera Collectorate I' 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the action, if any, that has Is'en taken thereon 'r' 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Xo 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the \h m’hle Mini'‘ter he plea'^t'd to sMte 
whether four Muslim A.P.P. memher.s of Comilla iesi^m*d (heir po^t.s 
owing to difference with the .\.K P otli('er*r 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: M ■i\ I letei the lionourahle 
memher to (|uestioii ‘JC and to the aii^wei which ha-' been given to (tn'f 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: M> <,ue^tion is that 4 Mn slim niemheis of the 
A. II. IV have resigned ow in*.* lo a dittenuim* wnli the A K P olhret who 
is n Hindu. My (pieslion is whethei the Hmi'hle Minister knows it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a t]uesti<>n of tianster ami not of resignation. 
How does that (jiKvstion an.sch 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: 'riit* question here is regarding the transft*r of liie 
Muslim A.R.P. ttthier ot ( omillu and the Hini hle Minister has answered 
“No”. My ([uestion is that the A.R P Olhcei is not a Muslim otlicer hut 
a Hindti officer and foui Muslim memheis »»t the A R.P. have resigned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the II on'hle Minister he ]>leased to make an 
enquiry with legaid to this and other anomalies with regard to A.R.P. in 
Comilla ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That que.s4 ion also »loes mU arise. 

No-oonfWonoe motion against tho Chairman, Rajshahi District Board. 

27. Kaii ABUL MASUD: Will the llon’hle Minister in charge of 

tho Piihlii' Health and liocal Self-(Tt»vernnieiit De}»aitment l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the official members of the Rajshahi District Boaid 
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arc taking part in bringing a no-conlidence motion agnimit Muulvi Md. 
Maniruddin Akhand, (’hairmun, Uajshahi District Board 

(h) If the answei to {a) is in the athnnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what ste[>i the ttovernment propose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulei 
dalaluddin Ahmad): (OI No otiicial meniber took an> part in bringing the 
no-confidence motion 
(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the H<m]>le 

Minister be pleased to state if the rights and privileges of oflfieinl nienibers 
(d the (li^trict board are (|uite different from tliose of nori-ofticial members? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: As members they have got 
e(jual rights U'* non-ottieial member'. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Mini>ter be pleaded to '‘late it (ooeinmeni can take acMion against 4iHicial 
memheis it the\ e\eici>e tliese lights and piiMleges m then discretion? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It the\ have taken any part in 

p(diti(Ml activities, ceit.nnl\ (iovenimeiit oHIciais ^\tluld he , brought to 
book . 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will 1)0 Hon lie Minister be 

pleaseil to stat(‘ wlictlici aiiv tio-confidem e motion was bioiighl against the 
fhairmaii ot tlic KajHliahi Distiict lioaid? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. ,t vsas tabled. 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: w’lil tlic Hon'ld** Minister pleased to state 
wlietliei (he Siilidivisiona! (Mfiier, Natoie. and the Siibdi\ isioiial (Itlieer, 
Rajsh ahl, Sadar. \ote'(l in ta\our <d the no-eonfideiice motion and exerris(*d 
their peisonal jiithiema' ovei tie- umoiiImT'- ot the distiict l»oard in favour of 
the n(t-c<)nfi<ieiicc motion? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: There are two purN in the 

question. The ans^ci ?o the hist pail is in the negaiive. As regards tin* 
second part 1 refer the tiomnirahle memher to answer <//). 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: W hat uas the result of the 
no-confideiice motion ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUo'ftlN AHMED: I i.m not aware of it, 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: In view of tlie negative answer, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie jdeased to slate whether he will einjuire into the matter and 
take steps if necessary. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It any definite ( harge U brought 
certainly tiovernment will enquire iuti> the matter. 
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Excavation of Behakair Khal in NarayanganJ subdivision. 

28. Mr. DHANAMJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the CVmmiunications and Works (Irrigation) Deimrtment be pleased to 
state whether a scheme was prepared and estimated for the excavation of 
Behakair iflial of mauza Behakair, No. 20, in the Kanchpur Union Board 
of the Naruyunganj subdivision, Dacca, by the Subdivisional Officer, Irriga- 
tion, River Training Works, Dacca ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the stage at which the scheme stands at jnesent; and 

(ii) whether the Government are considering the desirability of taking 
early stej^s in the matter y 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): Yes. 

(If) (i) Tlie s(‘hcme was sent to the Subtlix isional Gfficer, Narayanganj, 
at whos<' instaiH’c it was iii\e.stiga(cd ami prepaied, for carrying out the 
work with local enterprise ns the cost is \erA small amounting to Rs.bttd. 
The Sulwlivisional Gfficer has since reported that this s{ heme with several 
others is under t(*chnical iinestigation, and that as soon as investigation is 
completed, ^t will be submitted to (it)\ernment. 

(ii) The <}ue8ti(»n doe> not aiise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (//>(/ 1, what is the natiiie of investigation 
which has been called here technical'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: As distinguished fiom 
non-technical, 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I want to know exactly what are the 
points that have been reteired to the Subilivisional Officer t^r investigation 
in this connection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Subdivisional Officer 
and District Magistrate have been asked to t>xamine and send u]> reports 
about a number oi schemes. 


Point of Privilege.^ 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: 1 rise on a point rf privilege. 
My jioint of privilege is tliat I apjdied for a visitor’s ticket on Friday last 
but no ticket has been issued. This has ]>een not only in my case hut in 
the ease of my other friends (»f this House also. On the contrary 7, 8 
tickets have been issued in the name of members who do not belong to our 
party. 
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Nr. CIA8UDOIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, «rt(? 

<K5fi[ wtw« c’tsrm ll-ntcp cittfr ffiM 

*twi nm 'srt’t'n rc^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 n-ill l..ok info (he matter very carefully iilfiT Hoe that 
nothing wrong in done. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Tlie wrong 1ms already been 
done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I^^i!l try to rectify it a.s far as possible, 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : We have come here to attend 
the session hut what about the gentleimui who are standing outside the 
House ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: S(j far as toda\ i.s r*oncerned I think I am helpless. 
1 will look into the mattei caiefully after (oda.x'x work is over and I will 
see that nothing irregnlai takes place vith ettei't from tomorrow. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speakci. there is one information 
which I (Mil gi\e \ou, .\i ilic lime u lorn wc came to iccord our votes in 
the I’uhlii .\ccounts ( 'omniit im,* OM)a\ the Secietar\ told us that caiils have 
been issued tor applii .itious ihat weic received til) l''nda\ and that onl\ 
on SalurthiN aiaon l<l<l .ipptn .itioiis ha\e been received. As leganU (liose 
applications he asked ‘'\\'hat is \oui opinion, Sii W’e all said “All 
right, canls foi tliesi' ma\ be issuimI lot Tuesrlay and Wednesdav.” Hut it 
is tunii\ that 7. S or Iti cards ha\c l»een issued toda\ in the name of certain 
persons ami as regards the .tppheations that were jnit lorwatd on Friday 
no eard.s iiavp lieen issU(‘d. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ih ave alieail\ said that I will personally look into the 
matter verv carefully. I think that will .satisfy m> fricuid Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed, 


Application for leave of absence. 

SJ. A8HUT08H MULLICK : .^ir. I heg to imtvc that this Assemhlv 
do permit Mr. Hadha Nath Das. a memher of this House representing (he 
Hooghly Niorth-Kust ((leiieral -Scheduled (’aste) (Constituency, to la* ahsent 
lor the period from loth Seplemher, to the 2Slli March, Hl(fd, lor which 

he tind.H himstdf unable to attend 

The motion was then put and ag^reed to. 

Point of Privilege. 

^The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I rise on a point of 
privilege. I most respectfully draw \out attention to tlie remark made h\ 
you the other day in ronnei'tion with the admis'»ihi!it\ of Mr. Ahdur Uuhman 
Siddiqi’s amendment on the resolution for release of political pri.soners. 
You stated that you were not going to allow' such amendments in future. 
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J would like to point out that it would he curtailing the rights and 
privileges of the^eiiihers of this House as provided in rule 42 of the Rule* 
of Ihisiiie.*.>. of this Hmise. ruder that rule any ineinher can move any 
{onendnieiit which is relevant to and within the scoj)e of the question tf) 
which it fs proposed provided it has not im*rely >the effect of a negative 
vote. Sir, I would also like to draw your attention to i>age 282 of May's 
Parliamentary Practice \\ liere it is stated that the object of an amendment 
is to effect such alteration in a question as will obtain the support of those 
who, without such alteration, have to vfite against it or abstain from voting 
thereon- Amendments are also sometimes intended to evade an expression 
of (jpinion upon the main questi(»n by entirely altering its meaning and 
id»ject. This is effected by moving tlie omission of all the words of the 
resolution after the word “that" at tlie beginning and by the substitution 
of other words of a different imjiort. There are numerous precedent-* of 
dealing with a question in this way, but I v^ould like to refer to one quoted 
in May’s Parliamentary Ibactice at pag<‘ 277. On the 7th May, 1802, a 
motion was moved in the House of (’mnmons for an address expressing the 
thanks of the House to His Majest\ tor having been jdeased to remove the 
Right Hon'ble AV. Pitt from his Councils. An amendment upon thi" was 
jnoposed ami carried which left out all the words alter the first and substi- 
tuted others in direct oppositicni to them by which the whole policy 
Mr. Pitt was commended. In the same ,\ear an addit'^s was moved in both 
Houses of Parliament condemning the Treaty of Amiens. Amendments were 
moved in both the Houses justifying the Treaty and they weie carried 

Apart from the instances that I have cited ol tlie j>ractice that is follow- 
ed in thi, House of ('ommons, P would like to state that jiractically in all 
legislatures as well as in the annual meetings of the All-India Congress 
(’ommittee and the Muslim I>eugne, numerous instances can he found 
w'here amendments have been moved to resolutions omitting practically the 
whole and substituting it by others, and. Sir, from the example which 1 
have cited of the House of Commons. (Dr. N.^lixaksha S.\nyal : What 
booky) May’s Parliamentary Praetiee. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal ; What 
edition!^ Pith or 14th h*) 1 don't rememlier it. I have not got it here. 

Well, Sir, from that it will be seen that there is a special rule that an 
amendment was practically a negation of what the proposal was, but 
because it was m»t merely a negation but asserted .something positive it was 
accepted. So it appear.s that only tho.se amendments which were mere 
negations iiiftheir character were ruled out of order. 

I beg to submit first »)f all. Sir, that what happened that day was, in my 
opinion, mertdy an ohtter ilivtum and not a ruling, because your ruling was 
in favour of what 1 am proposing now. Therefore 1 think that I should 
takf the ffrst opportunity to bring it to your notice so that the privileges 
and prw'edure may be as they are all over the world. And in this connection. 
Sir, I may say that tliis question affects all members of the House. The 
Other day an amendment was moved by us, but it is quite possible that the 
Opposition may move a similar amendment next day and sometimes the 
minorities in the House are the people who^ move amendments. 
(Rai Hahknora .N^th CiurnHrRi: Resolutions and not amendments.) 
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Mr, SPEAKER: Tlu< i> perhaps a protest apiinst what I 8t4ited ia 
reply to a queaUott put to me h\ Mr. Stark ami Mr. Strtijt put it in thi» 
way 

“Mr. A. F. Stikk; Just one point on this )a»int of order. If you 
are convinceil tliat this is .1 ha«l pieee<leni. Sir. uoiihl \o\i not at once 
rhan|:'e for the future, so that it ma\ mO ^.,01 out as another pre(‘edent i' 

Mr. SrKAKKR : 1 will certainly hutk into the matter and in future 

I may have to revise the whole thinjr- 

That is all that I stated in this House. 1 never intemltMl to jjive u 
rulin^^ a ^•■eneral rulini; ctoenn^^ the entile field as to what .shouhl he an 
amendment and what sjiniild mO In* an amendment. That was far from 
me. I am not ^rivinj; am definite ojiinion n<»w . hut I w iuild certainly take 
pretty ^rood care to study the mattei to the i»est of m_\ .ihility and to j^ive 
decisions on individual pr(»]iosals which are hroufrht forward h\ way of 
amendment. I douht whether any detinite rule <'an he laid down on these 
Iioint.s, hut I would certuinl\ hu»k into the matter as earefull\ as 1 can and 
1 shall try to he j.,aiided h\ w lodesome priiicijdes ami also .strictlN according: 
to the rules. This miudi I <an sa> for the jiresent. 

Delhi Conference and Enquiry from the Leader of the Opposition, 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, before \ou allow the deliates on the 
f(HKl situation to begin, mav I tiiroiigh \ou enquire id the Ilon’lde Minister 
in charge of (h\il Su|»)dies whethei he m prepuied and willing to make a 
statement regarding what happened at Delhi at the Conlerence which he 
recently attended. The statement on tlie situation which was reaiL^mt to 
the House or placed in our hands in his alcsence was e\ideTitly prepared 
before he left for Delhi. 

f wi.sh t4) know if the Hon’hle Minister has got any muteiiu) facts txj 
communicate to thi.s House suppleiiientury Ut wdiut lias f»een stated in the 
memorandum which has iieen circulated. Theie is another cpiestion which 
I wish to i>ut and it is this Heceiitlv there has been what is iMipuIarly 
known as anti-hoarding dri\e throughout Hengal. I would like to know if 
the Hon’hle Minister i.s prepared to let us have Htatistic.s. district hy disrict, 
a-s to whether there has heeii deficit, and, if so, to wliat extent 
whether there has been excess and, it so, to what extent and what haa 
actually happened to the surplus slock, if any, tliat was acc^uired at any 
place in the course of that dri\e. Sir, I am putting fins question in order 
to draw the attention of the Hon’hle Minister to the info? mat icm which we 
want in order that we may he able to contribute smnefhmg to the discoissioo 
and with a view to helping him in formulating and clisf iissing the (lovertt- 
ment pcdicv. Sir, it is not that wc* c an ask it as a matter of right. I bate 
put it whether he ia prepared and willing and if he is willing it would be 
ver>' useful if he were to make a statement on thest* two points before the 
debate actually !>eginft. 

The Hofilile Mr. H. t. iUHRAWARDY: I regret, Sir, that I am not 
prepared at this stage to satisfy the two jioints that have been raised by th# 
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Hon'ble Leader of the Oppositioa. There has been no change in the policy 
of this Governjuent owing to my attendance at the Delhi Conference, and 
hence any criticism or suggestion that may be made by the honourable mem- 
bers of the House can be made on the jadicy which the Government is 
pursuing. 

As regards the stiitistics of the f<K>d drive, I have not got in my posses- 
sion all the statistics, but the general picture which I may present to the 
House is this that practictlly in all the ])laces deficits have been reported. 

Mr. A K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, there is only one jK>int which I wish to 
make clear. It is one thing P> make any change in the policy. That T 
quite understand. It is well within the rights oi the present Government to 
adhere to the policy they have laid down or to make any changes. I was 
only asking if the Ilon’ble Minister has got any information which he can 
let the House know without in an\ way infringing any of the rules of 
procedure which ma\ j)re\ent him from imparting that information. It is 
information tliat I think we wouhl like to havt* and not the conclusion of 
Government bas(‘d on that infoiination. (jn\erninen1 may la\ down a policy 
and adhere to it but after that p(di(‘\ has been laid down (fovernment may 
<‘ome to know certain fa<*t'< and it may be tbal llio^e tact^ ma> not (diange 
thidr d(*cision. Hut it is opiui to us to decide whetber those fai’ts should 
have been (onsideratiou in older to introduce an> cliange in their 

policy, f^cts we want and. md. Sir, whether hicts havt‘ influenced the 
Government in an> particular wa\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Tlon’ble Mini ster a)>pears to be unwilling to 
make Spy further .stutiMuent. So let us be^in tAt this stage the House 
was adjourned foi lo mi miles ) 

(After (i4ijouninivnt.) 

Special Motions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: M r. (’haudhun. hetore \oii imvve >oiir special motion, 
T may tell ;\ou that I ha\e some <huibt if the whale motion as (‘ontained in 
the agenda paper is in order. I think the pait which deals with the reasons 
for the faihir«‘ to tackle the lood situation is not in order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, before you come to a 
decision will you permit me to urge m> points on the question. But before 
doing so 1 should like to know whether \ou wish to state your obje<Tion8. 

. Hr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then I must sit down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I was going to say is this. 

Unfortunately this mutter came in quick succession and I have not been 
able to go tbrtnigh it carefully so far as the admissibility or otherwise of the 
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motions is ooncernefi. They have all been j>la<ed there subjfH’t to my deri- 
sion al^nt tlieir adini'^sihility in this House. Your motion stands thus: 
‘*Tbis Assembly is of opinion, etr., et<‘..“ and then yi»u ]>riieeed to enumerate 
four reasons. It appears to me. however, that this u.ssi^niinent of reasons 
fontravenes the rules. T think the rules about resolutions apply b> s[H*rial 
motions also. Ihile 88 is this: — 

“Subject to tile provisi(ui of the.se rules, any niember may move u resolu- 
tion relating? to a matter of j^eneral publie intere.st : 

Provided that no res(»lution ^hall be adiuis‘iible which does not ecunply 
with the following'- conditicuiv, namely: — 

It shall not eontuin ur^’-ument*'. infereiu-es" 
and so forth. 

I think, therefore, that it would he b<*tter it \ou delc*te that part of ycuir 
moticui which deal> with reasons which an* mere ar^ninicMits that you can 
Well advance in \our discussion 

I think the whole motion will la* in nrdci it it luns thus. — 

"Tlii" As>c*mhl\ i". of opini«ui that the* ]»resent (ioveriiment has failc'd to 
tackle* ''Uccesstullv the Ichk] situation in the province’ — and tlien vou say, 
“and is further of opinion that tlie tedhewin^'’ measurc*s he* immediately under- 
taken. c‘tc , etc 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 Im^w to youf^iliuK. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs In conneMion with this ruliuK, Sir, 
particularly as it is likel\ to attec*t my motion us well, 1 have to make a Huh- 
mission. The word “aiyrument” alon^^ with the two other words that follow, 
namely. “inferen(*es’' and “ironical c'Xpressions" imlicateH not the'loj^ic’ of a 
resolution but some reflectixe oliservntions in the* body of the resolution. 
You c annot jcossibly, Sir. tliink of a conc lusion or an opinion of an Assembly 
heiii^^ giyen without any reason and it .stands therefore to reason Umt a 
resolution that is caused to he moved must have in the !»odv of the ri*aolu- 
tion siifticieiit inclications to help the* House* as wc*Ij us the (b)vemmenf to 
^'■et prepared or ready to mevt such things when tin* special motions are to 
he* moveej. A bare motion without iiicti(*ation as to why the motion souifht 
to he moved would lead things to the clark tc^ Mich an extent that it miijchf 
create in future* a bad firecedenf that would make if imfiossible for (Govern- 
ment to decide a« te* whether such a motion shcmld he jfiven ansent to or not. 
You will probably find that under rule u H|>e*<ial motion c'an only be 

moved with the consent of the Sjieaker and the sanction or approval of the 
Minister to whose department the motion relut«*«. Fnlike an adjournment 
motion where a brief statement of the reasons for the matter propoi»ed to lx* 
disouseed is required under the rules to be given there* is no provision under 
rule ^5(7) for a brief statement to be given. Therefore, if an adiJitioiial 
provision ’for a brief explanatory statement is given, that will give an 
opjKirtunity to you and the Minister in charge to find out wbat eia<;t(y the 
member desirous of moving the motion is driving at. It is only neceaaary 
that in the body cd the motion some indication should hh given aa to the 
nature of the matter that is proposed to be taken up, I further beg to 
19 
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invite your attention to the fact that in the past we had moved numerous 
motions of this character. We have not only moved in the form tkat “this 
Assembly is of opinion*' and given reasons therefor, but we have always 
started like “whereas such and such has happened this House is of opinion 
that such anchsuch steps must be taken.” In the case of the famous resolu- 
tion regarding the treatment of Indians in Burma drafted by my esteemed 
friend, Mr, Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, that was the form and that was 
approved of by your predecessor in (>111(1% Sir Azizul Haque. In the 
circumstances need not be too meticulous in the interpretation of the 
word “argument” in admitting a resolution. Sir, it make.s no difference to 
you or to the House* but probably it helps the (jovernment to know that these 
are the main lines of attack that are sought to be opened. It is rather 
helping the House, but if your ruling creates difficulties in future in bringing 
up matters before the House not (juite in the dark but in full i)er8pective of 
all the aspects of the question to be discus.sed, I .submit that you would 
kindly allow past pr(*ce(leiits to be retained and the nmtions in their pre.sent 
forms being allowed 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 b(*g to submit a tew words on Dr. 
Sanyars point of order. Dr. Sanyal think.s that it will be h(*lpful to the 
House: on the other hand 1 think it will interfere with the expression of 
correct opinion by the lloust*. In the.^e matters. Sir, tbougb man\ members 
of this House^uay find it difficult to agree to the arguments that are advanced 
by the mover they may agree with tin* text of the i‘es<dution. That is 
perhaps the reason why the mb* sa\s that no argument should be there in 
the body of tin* motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I uni not railed upon, 1 think, to give a general 
enunciation as to the exact fonii in which a resolution should be put. It 
Uppears to me that the riil(»s are c l(*ar in excluding argument.s — 

Rtl HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes. so far us resolutions are 
concerned, but not with regard to special motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am just coming to that. Now. therefore, it appears 
♦o me that if W’e allow reasons to be incor|H>rate(l in the resolutions there 
will Ih* no end of it. You can make it as lengthy as you like: you can incor- 
porate the whole argument in the resolution itself. That was a thing wiiich, 

I think, was never contemplated by the framers of the rules. As to the 
objection or as to the ground that this is a special motion and not a resolu- 
tion, if you kindly turn to rule 95, you will find that it says expressly “shall 
take plac'e othexwise than on a resolution moved in accordance with these 
rules, except with the consent of the Speaker ” 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, it is in your discretion to give 
your consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it is exactly in my discretion to do 
whatever I like. An order to come within section 9b I have got to see that 
It complies with tne rules relating to resolutions as far as practicable. I 
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tliillk it will be better — of course I say without committing myself to any 
general ruling — I think in the present case it will be better if the reasons 
are excludeil and I rule accordingly. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 bow to your ruling 
particularly when you permit me to introduce my reasons in my sjwch. 
The resolution that stands in my name runs thus : 

This Assembly is of opini<ui that the presfuit Government has failed to 
lackle suceesslully the food sitiiati<»n in the pn»viio‘e ami is further of 
©pinion that the following measures be immediately uiidertaiken to meet the 
aggravated situation and relieve the a< ute sutVering of the people, vix. — 

{h that Bengal sh<uiltl he deelared a famine area ami Government should 
organise and undertake reipiisite IcmhI supply throughout the j)rovinee 
accordingly ; 

{2) that all eXjHU't of fiK>d-stulV fnun the province on any acco\iiit should 
he cdunpletely st<ip|K'd and iiu»vement <d too(l-‘»futt (Uit of <lefi< it ureas within 
the j)rovinc<‘ he restricted; 

(J) that m-gotiations with the other l*ro\in(ial Govcrnm»‘n<s should be 
immediately nmlertaken tor iinporting l(MMl-stutt> trom the an'a*. adminis- 
tered hy them hy (lire<’t Government purchase; 

{4) that Govenim<*nt jmrehase of food-stuffs fiom othf*r provinci's through 
<’ertaiu favoured agents at the suenfire of ju'ONJiicial tuioN whouhl lx* 
almndoued ; 

<'>) that adequate (piantities of uheat and other food-^tu^l slionld he 
imfKUied from ahnmd and otlier pro\inceh ti* meet the deficits in normal 
requiremeul^j and provide fur additional demamls on account (d‘ the w*ur 
situation ; 

{€) that the scheme of anti-hoarding drive should he s<» ic\iM‘d as to 
properly define “hoarding * and to prote<’t the legitimate interests of growers 
and small consumers and n(>t to [)romote ln>arding hy hig stockists and 
traders; and® 

(7) that the More I’<Kid *’ ( umpaign should be seriously undertaken 

by— 

(<i) supplying suflBeient quantities of good seeds; 

{}>) providing tor adecjiiate irrigation facilities; and 
(r) making suitable advames t<» cultivat(»rs for |>ureliusing cattle and 
for expanding agricultural of)eration8. 

Point of onlor on the nature of motions in the form of no-eonfldonoe in 

Miniitors. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; (fn a |K)int of order, Sir. This resolution 
of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has militated against rule I02t/). There it is said 
that a motion — and a sf>ecial motion comes within it^ — expressing want of 
(confidence in the Council of Ministers or in a particular Miiyeter or a motion 
disapproving the policy of a Minister in a particular respi^ may be made. 
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Then the procedure i« laid down. That procedure has not been followed 
with re^^ard to this motion and here the wording is : This Assembly is of 
opinion that the present (jovernment — by the present Government it must 
he meant the present Ministry — hfis tailed to tac'kle successfully the food 
situation in the Province. That means disappnning the f(KKl policy of 
Government in a particular resjject. Therefore, I say this sitould have 
followed the |)ro<‘edure laid down in section 102(7). As that has not been 
done, this is out of order. 

Mf. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Your jmrty moved similar motions. 

Mft SPEAKER: Mr. Rai (’haudhuri, have you got anything to say 
with regard to this point*' 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: A no-(‘onfidence motion, as 
contemplated in section 102, is something \ery different from the motion that 
I have tabled. Here there is an expression ot oj)inion that Government 
have failed. There is no doubt alnuit that, hut at the same time there are 
certain constnu tive suggestions and Government can, ot course, avoid censure 
by acce]diiig those suggestions. 1 do not sa\ that it is not a motion ot no- 
confidence. Surel\ it is a motion ot no-confidence Hut it cannot come under 
section 102 because ot the tact that there are certain constructive suggestion> 
and Government, it they are so advi.sed, nia\ accept them Government can 
ac(‘ept these constructive suggestioiiN and avoid censure it they no like. 
Although it (MUitains censure in the first part of the resolution, it is not a 
censure motion in its latter part. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, hetore \ou give \oui ruling, I 
would invite your attention to the special motion moved by Mr Tamizuddin 
Khan — now* Hon'bh* — as reported in As.sembl\ procee<lings, pages 14ti-147. 
The W(»rding ther(‘of was almost exactly the same 

Mr. SPEAKER: This again raises a somewhat imjairtant constitutional 
piiint and it also deals with the rigdits ami juivileges ot this House. If I 
am to accept the contention ot my honourable tnend Mr. Fu#ur Rahman, 
it w’ill come simj)l\ to this that thi** House lias got only one wa\ ot expres- 
sing its disapproval td' the cimduct or poli(\ ot the Ministry. I, being a 
servant of this House and the eustodian ot the rights and privileges ot this 
House, will be ver> slow* to ac<-ep1 an interpretation which will curtail the 
rights and privileges ot this Hou'^e. In the tirst place, we all know and it 
is a recognis«Ml and well-settleil pro<*edure that censure can he passed on the 
Ministry through cut motions in discussing the budget. Therefore, it is 
accepted that apart from the procedure prescrilH‘d in rule 102, there are 
other ways of expressing disapproval of the ]>olicy of the Ministry. Now, 
it may be said that when a speeific provision has l>een made in the rules for 
censuring the Ministry, no other procedure should lie resorted to. ’I have 
already stated what hap|>eus with regard to cut motions. Next, let us 
analyse what this rule says. The rule says this : “A motion expressing want 
of confidence in the Pouncil of Ministers or in a particular Minister or a 
motioii disapproving the policy of a Minister in a particular respect may be 
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made subject to the followin^r restrictions, namely: — leave to make the 
motion must be asked for after t|uestions and before the li<t (»f business for 
(he day is entered upon; the memWr askinfj; for leave must, btdore the 
commencement of the sitting of the day, leave with the Secretary a written 
notice of the motion which he j)ropt>ses to make. If the Speaker is of 
opinion that the motion is in order and is ni>t an abuse of the procedui*e 
provided in 8ul>-rule (/), he shall read the motion io the Assembly and shall 
request those members who are in fav<»ur of lepve bein^ granted bi rise in 
their places, and if not less than ei^rhty meml>ers rise accordingly, the 
8|>eaker shall intimate tiiat leave is granted and that tiie ni<»tiou will be 
taken on such day, n<d. Inking mcire tlian ten days from the day on which 
leave is asked, as he may appoint. If less than eighty members rise, the 
Sfieaker shall inform the memher that he Ims mvt the leave* of the Asscunhly.” 
An analysis of thin rule will clearly iiidieate that it practically dis)»enses 
with any period of notice, that it may he* brought in ou the very day, and 
it also lays down a safeguard against abuse that you cannot bring in a 
censure motion any day you like if you have not got the bac'king of at least 
8b ineml»ers cd tliis House, (In (he* om* hand it dispenses with (he cpiestion 
of timely notice; on the other hand it piescrihcs a rule which rwtricts (he 
right to the extent that at least 8(1 mc*inbers must rise to snp|M»rt the motion. 
Xow the rule does imt state that any ground whatsoever lias >jot (o be* stated 
ill the motion for no-confidence. 

Tn the case of resolution it is cpiite otherwise. You have got to give 
notice of a certain number of days, I think it is da>s’ notice*, and certain 
other formalities have got to he geme through I think this House never 
intended that the nietnliers will not have theii usual remedy by resolution 
against Ministers. That will be curtailing the rights of (his Hemse. This 
rule do(*s not restrict tin* rights of memb<*rs of this Hcoisc*, but it gives an 
additional right over and above the right which the House ma\ have in 
expressing its djsajiproval of the ptdicy of Minist<*rs. In tliis vi(*w, which 
I h(dd, I think this motion is perfectly in order. 

Apart from this we have got j)recedc*nts. Dr Sanyal has pr»infed ruit 
that the present motion is exactly the same* as the motion of Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan who was then in Opposition. That motion ran thus: “’Phis Assembly 
is of ojiinion that (Government have tailed to tackle satisfactorily the prob- 
lems of supply and distribution of fcsHl-stuffs, kerosene* ctil, and other neces- 
sities of life and is further cd opinion . .. He then gave his construc- 
tive suggestions. I. therefore, hold that the present motion is j»erfec*tly in 
order. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ItRAIL: May I point out. Sir, in this connec- 
tion that fhi.s was an amendment to the Government motion P 

Mr. SPEAKERS If an amendment is |»ermissible, certainly a motiipi is 
also permissible. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in aecord- 
an< e with your riilinjf I had to omit the reasonH that were fpven in the 
resolution to censure the Government and as you were jdeased to permit me 
to incorporate those reasons in my speei'h, 1 would start with the ground 
which I should take in proving how the Government has failed to success- 
fully tackle the food situation. Had the expunged portion been there, the 
resolution would have been self-explanatory. The first part of the resolu- 
tion in that case would have contained in brief the arguments in support of 
my proj)osition that the Government has tailed to tackle the f(M»d situation 
and the second ])art would only deal with the constructive suggestions wdiich 
would logically follow from the first ])art. As much of the first part has 
been deleted, 1 have gf»t to deal in detail with the arguments in support of 
my first propositi(m of censure on the tlovernment. 

Sir, any one who will not take leave of common sense w'ill admit that 
you can cure a disease nr remedy an evil only if you have a clear apprecia- 
tion of the fundamental <’ause or causes that have given rise to it. . You 
cannot ignore the cause and ho])e to remove the effect or provide for effective 
treatment. There is a food famine in Bengal and there has been a serious 
shortage in rice jjnaluction in the ])rovince last year, i.e., lf>42-4'‘i. The 
yield according to departmental calculations has l>een only b,91b.()00 tons as 
against a produ(*tion of ,10,ltHb0(M) tons in 1941-42 Yet the ])resent 
Ministry of Civil Supi>lies in a statement ])ublished on 4th May 194-‘l 
observed : “The Hon’ble Minister is c(mvin<*ed that any deficit this year can 
be fully met from the carry-ovei <d 1941-42 as a result of the steps whi('h are 
being taken to rationalise the consumj)tion and to po})ularise the increa.scd 
use of substitute fiMMl-graius as \^ell as the reduction in consumjition due to 
the high i»ri<e level”. Three fiictors then have gone to balance our food 
budget ac(‘ording to the Minister »>f Civil Sup])lies, namely, if we begin with 
the last, (7) less consumption due to high price whi(‘h is an euphemistic way 
of stiying that many ]>eop[e have gone without IcxhI or have resorted to 
fasting or starvation tliet, rationalisation of consumption in which must 
be included, in the abseme (»f au\ kiu»wn or definite scheme of rationalisa- 
tion eating ol grass and herbs by many, and (J) carry-over from the last year. 

It is obvious that if most of the people take to prohmged fasting or 
eating grass as a substitute, there will be no shortage or may even be a 
surplus of rice m)W iuMhis province, but a well-j)aid Minister of ('ivil 
Supplies is not required ft»r balaiK'ing the fmal budget of the province in 
that way. As to the assertion that the carry-over fn)m the previous year 
has alsA> gone to Imlance the f«wd budget, let us try to understand what 
could the carry-over from 1941-42 be. Now, what was the rice production 
in 1941-42? It wa.s, as I have said, 10.190,000 tons. Now according to the 
departmental figure as given in the last session of the Bengal I^egislative 
Counoil the normal provincial requirement was 92 lakhs of tons jind 
economists hold that 10 j>er cent, that is 9*20 lakhs of tons have to be added 
to the figure for the abnormal requirements due to war and influx of refugees 
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and new ]>opulation. There can, therefore, be in^i^nifioatit or no carry-over 
from the procluction of 19414*2. particularly if we remember again that tlie 
year before, that is 194941, was an exceedingly bad rice year with a produc- 
tion of b, 043,000 tons necessitatinjr a pretty large amount of the rice yield 
of 19414*2 to be carried ba<kward to no^et the prior deficit. The whole 
theory of carry-over fnnn the ]>rodu< tion of 1941-4*2 canm»t. therefore, stand 
serious scrutiny, and because it lunnot stand an\ scrutiny, the fresh statis- 
tical details to deinonstnite sufficiency, that the Minister promised to the 
PreSvS Conferenie on May Sth would be shortly published, have not yet seen 
the light of the day and even today the Hon'blc Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies has refused to come out with statistical details. It must be 
admitted therefore that there wa> a s«‘ri<»us, \cr\ serious sh(*r(uge in 194243 
when the tt»tal production of ri<’e uas only (i,91b,(KH) tons. Dr. lladha Kamal 
Mukherje4‘, not a politi<ian but an cc<nioiuist. the IhmuI ot the Department 
of E(*onomies of Luckn(»w Cniver>ity, lately observed : “llengjil's riee 
production in the pre-war peri<Hl averaged 19,2 17’, (MX) tons. For a provinee 
that has so far depended on exports of ri«‘e frtuii Hunna. Major-Deneral 
Wood (at the Press Conference field tins w(‘ek at W riters* Iluildings) sliould 
have avoided the war \ears for ealeulating the averagi*. Thus Hengars 
average rice output is lfl.‘21T,fMH) ton*' a.s against the Maj»)r-( leneraPs figure 
of 8,l8l,(KH) tons. ^'Flo* former figure was also usimI in tin* Food Production 
Conferen(*e in Delhi in April Pf4*2l. T«» this should lx* ailded her net rice 

iinportvS of 2tM),0(K) tons. The current year’s proilm tion in -Hengal is 
9.9lb.(HK) bins Tlius there i«. net rice shortage to tiu* extent of 3,591,999 
tons to which should be added again, lier normal im|M>rts of 279,999 tons of 
wheat and tetn-' of gram, excluding tlic prcs«‘iit rei|uiremcntH of the 

evacuees and of tin* army. Xo provini‘e that is not self-suffi<’ient in her 
food would hoard birge amounts in a regime of such extraordinary high 
jirices, as has been tsu ilely assumed especially in view of lier riee exports 
last year amounting b» 1 'od lakh tons, A deficieney <9 food to the extent 
of 3.877,(KKf tons implies shortage for about 29 million months to feed. 
Bengal has now' run short of IVkhI for one-third of her population. No 
wonder that jirices are sky-rocketing”. He concludes by saying that “it is 
not safe to take t<K> optimistic! a view of the f<M>d resources of Bengal in this 
crisis and stress merely the psychological factors of hoarding and holding 
out stocks rather than the e<*onoinic factor of seriems actual fcMnl shortajje 
that has to be wii>ed out by foc»d imports from the surplus provinces, and 
planned food drive in the province”. 

But Mr. Suhrawardv, we have seen, is continually harping on the 
BupfMised psychological factors ignoring the physical fact of stupendous 
shortage and the other fdiysical fact of widespread star\'ation. 

Now let us consider, how far he has Wen able to induce a spirit of co- 
operation and friendliness among the neighbcniring provinces whom he 
criticises and yet on whose good turn depends the solution of food shortage 
in Bengal? Not in the least, Sir, they would not submit to his policy of 
ruining their internal economy by agreeing to free trade at this crisis, when 
central planning and all-round planning instead of free trade, is so much 
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net*e«»ar.v and indeed a desideratum. Failing' with the neighbouring 
governuients, he goes with the beggar’s bowl in his hand to the Government 
of India, in whom no reKiduary powders should remain in the opinion of the 
Muslim i^«*ague, for coercing, if possible the neighbouring provinces. 
Akhanda Hindusthan he ridicules, but what does a unit “A” of the Eastern 
Pakistan say to the raising of the inter-provincial barriers in the scheme of 
free tra<ieK The following press-message will show' it. Shillong, May, 
19th. — ‘Tlecent Government of India Order of creating an eastern /.one 
consisting of Bihar, Orissa and Bengal and Surma Valley of Assam of 
comjdete free trade of good grains has l)een a bolt from the blue to the 
Government of Assam” said Sir Md. Suadulla, Premier in an inter\*iew with 
the Ass<Kdated l*ress. “This pro])osal,” he said, “was vigorously opposed by 
him” and he (concluded the interview' by saying that “the Assam Govern- 
ment have been compelled in the circumstances to lodge a dignified and 
vigorous protest with the (’eiitral Government and we are anxiously waiting 
to see the result. 1 appeal to our traders and also to our g^ow'e^^ noi to 
export rice and paddy for temporary gain in such (juantities as will encroa(;h 
upon the retpiireiiients of provincial consumption". 

Mr. Suhraw'ardy has no doubt appealeil to the Fnited Nations over the 
head of the Government of India, probabl\ as a Minister of the coming 
independent Pakistan, to c<ime to our rescue, but. Sir. as the following 
message indicates, we and otir great Minister shall have to put up for some 
time moi*e with the misfortune of dealing with recalritrjint neighlMuirs. 

From llidsprings (Virginia) — you are aware, Sii , that there was a F<hk 1 
Conference of the I’nited Nations there — the following message of May 29th 
comes : — 

“India’s rice problem is being consolered hut experts liere are td ojunion 
that little i-an be done by this Conference oi the Belief (\mference. which, 
it is anticipated, will be held slmrtly. India’s need for rice is fully re«'og- 
uised” but as an observer from anothei delegation said “Where is India to 
get it Burma, Si.im aioi Fiem h Imlo-China ha\e been cut oft. There 
may be a sidiition, but it is <lifticult to see it at prt'sent". 

When such is the case can we aftonl to kt*ep ourselves at arm's length 
from our neighbiniirs and inspire a sense ot insecurity in them by <'ur insis- 
tence on a policy of fm* trade or adopting a programme (d imjairt of fcsid- 
grains through agent.s free to purchase on thmr own account and also at 
whatever price they may cho(»se. No, Sir. Kverv effort should be made to 
eome to direct understanding with our neighbours cm a clearer recognition 
of our res|K»<dive needs and recjuirements and not to alienate them by a 
siipereilious attitude and by letting profiteers loose on them. This explains 
items (J) and {4) of my motion. 

In my resolution. Sir, I have referred to the anti-hoarding drive as ill- 
conceived ifhd demanded its revision. I.iet me explain. Sir, why I (‘Onsider 
a revision of the s<*heme urgently necessary. An aiiti-hoanling drive in 
inofussil Bengal alone can only mean drive into Calcutta and the excluded 
areas and immunity to large stwkists and traders. A drive against stocks 
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witliheld from the market by profiteers and middlemen was nrfr^ntly and 
imperatively necessary and could well be uiidertuken under the Defence of 
India Rules and the Ftmd (irains Control Order, but a reckless drive against 
growers and consumers at this part of the year when the sowing season urrivwl 
and when tlie principal rice cn>p of the year w*as fur off could not but be a 
downright act of zitolum. Large agriculturists have been wanied and 
proceeded against, says the Minister’s statement. Wliat justification can 
there be to atta<*h a grower’s stea ks whether a large grower or a small oneP 
His is his bank. 

It supplies not only his fooel but meets all his othei ree|uirements. If his 
stock can be attached and liquified why cannot. on a 

parity of reasoning, the big bank balances in the Calcutta banks? 
There is a food famine as well as a mone\ famine m spite (»f the fallen 
rupee w’hcn it is admitted that the price of rice has gf»ne beyrind and must 
in any event stand at level beyond the purchasing power of the poor 

section of the'|>eople. If, again, agriculturists or growers must be relieved 
of their so-called surplus stiicks why must not the (b>vernment tmrehase 
them at fair and reasonable |irices, at any rate at the price juiid by them 
to their agents!" It is said that what is intended is to loan out the surplus 
stocks to the needy. What is a loan that has n(» legal (’onttuct or security 
behind it but a simple loot!" What is the position in law of tin* local 
committees that are to take and <listribute tin* attached stocks and (udlect 
and return them to their owners!" Such a drive against prtalucers’ stocks 
cannot re<luce but will only add t(» the alleged fear-complex starteil with 
removal of Denial rice after the hilr^est of 1941-42 and if may be reasonablx 
apprehended that the thrift that could withstand the lure of high price w'ill 
be gone and with it the zest to gn>w more food and soon after tlie next 

harvest is gathered all surplus stocks in the mofussil will be parted with 

and will either swell export oi come to sleep in large godowii" ]>reparatory 
to juissing into black markets, never again at least to give an oppi^rtunity 
to a Minister to oppress hi*- r>wn peojde at the bid»ling of the powers that be. 
The result max be a wor^e famine with evi*n a better crop if the situation 
continues in this wax. You can create more and more cmnplexes by ill- 
directed coercive measures at the bidding of w»ur masters but can never 
resolve the complexes in that wax. 

To silence all criticism. Mr. Suhrawanlx h.is claimed remarkaliJe success 
for hi.H drive, though he is unable to state before the House even tralay 
what is the net result rd the drive in figures, except that he can only say 
that there is deficit and deficit and <leficit everxwliere. I.akh.s and lakhs 
of maiinds of ri<*e. n(»t exceeding of course eiglit miiiion rnauiids, have been 
xlehoarded. Trade frozen in its track is again on the run. Prices, he .said 
two month.s ago, must crack, and prohahlv in his opinion are md only 
cracking hut are crashing headlong downwards. Hut what do thc^ official 
reports .say!" We are all aware. Sir, that on the 7th dune the anti-hoarding 
drive xvas started and it continued for about a fortnight. For (he W'eek 
ending on the 9th June. the official report— (he I>i.strict Report— says: 

‘’The average price of common rice for the provinee this week is abiiUt 
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8eeTB per rupee. It han remained almost stationar^^ as compared with the 
price in the previous week.” That was in the first week of the anti-hoardinp 
drive. Towards the end when the anti-hoarding drive came to a close, the 
District Report on crops says again for the week ending on the 2‘3rd June: 
“The average price of cornmon rice for the province this week is about 
seeis per rupee.” Sir, that was liow the price cracked or crashed. Three 
months ago, — if you turn to the District Reports for the week ending 3rd 
April — you w’ill find that the average price of common rice for the province 
was about 2 seers per rupee and in the first week of May the average price 
of common rice tor the whole province was about 1 ^ feers per rupee. That 
is, Sir, how' the prophecy of prices coining down has biieu fulfilled. Two 
months ago, on the fJtlj of May or thereabout, Mr. Suhrawardy observed at 
a conference that “the solution i.s in sight”. Two mouths after, instead of 
a solution being in siglit the problem continues to be as grave as before 
although the aux is ripening and although, Sir. at this time of the year 
generally tlie price.s begin to come down. This is the net result of his anti- 
hoarding drive — this is the achievement of the Ministry working during the 
last three months w'ith the active help of the ]>owers that be. 

Mr. GIASUVeiN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Ahmed, there is an argumentative portion in your 
motion, namely, “as it has been conclusively j)roved that there is no surplus 
in thi.s province”. That portion must be deleted. 

Mr. CIASUDDIN AHMED: 1 bow to your ruling. Sir. Now. I beg to 
move : 

“This A.ssembly is ot opinion that the policy enunciated in the Anti- 
hoarding Order promulgateil by the Ministry has utterly failed to solve the 
food }»robleni of the countrx . This As.semblv is turther of opinion that the 
Anti-hoarding Drive has caused positive niischiet by excluding Calcutta 
and Howrah fnun its operation and including the agriculturists in its 
opera! mn.” 

crtc?jrwi 

csTtc^ ^^15 ^ cn 

Progressive 

SiV, Sir Nazimuddin 

opposition J\ ^ 

^rs I fk«n — 5>i^O\ ^ 1 c*^Drf^ — oppoei. 

tionil^ ^Tfl sffi T<ifl 

wn "c^ TPnrrS^ (ymez 4^ (^mrsr 

* I firi ¥'fr5r >tr?f ^ ifH *fBT 

^Ihf 9 ^ \tT^V5 
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cvfc^ ^ ^ — 00\ 

— ^il^R ^ ferk^l ^ ?r?. <413R diatriot 

surplus district %cn — f^r^-sT 'il'-R '"WTI 

C9ti:5rc5 C? ?r?r l C^ C^*? tTR surplus 

fesfl, (?\'^^ Tfc^' (y^ ?rt? (7t surplus C$1 Slt^c*, 

de6cit c?tc?rc^ I ^ ^-ff?f ?Fvfi yv, cn anti-hoarding drive 

^rmi C^fC^C5"-f. ^ rej)ort CfhVZ ^ vJtCV 

deficit, ^lisr zrc^r vn c^rtr^ ^ 

5rrf^ ^ m ^rff^ 

sense — (P) {yr^H zfrifr anti-hoarding drive C^irf^C^ >fr5J) 

^ ^ ^j:5T c^ vft?^ ’^trvfr^T ^ c’tot 

crr?:^ •<! I sTfR tt] c^ ^5f?Piin ^ '<y c^tm:^ i ^ ^^t'^ri- 

c*^ W.9, R^f:^3 ?ir5^^vF oi ^‘r?rfr>ffr' 

S ?r^;5TC^ anti-hoarding tirive C'-C^js ^ffu CVlOR'^ I <3 y t;i|^fr , T 5 — 

^t'4 vfc *i5i cofci^^ Rc^ ofp:^ (At^ tfoOT ’r^ 

^ R?! ^fr^, ’3tfC5?. fy^tc^ im^ vrrnr c^ ^tv ^PTTl CVtCff 

TTi^ itNi’3 5??r a'fc^i Sc‘*!^r i — (7il?t3 

y'^\ry] I c>fi?l rvtry) — -^V't R^rfi; OTf? TTtv R: 

C^MRc^ Bengal Governiuentij'^ <1^ CWT^ il^srt'Jff sole agent 
^<1 a’fTTTCf srrT^^ I W.5T :5Br ^fij ^fi^r i 

W ^ fec^n 5T1 — (7) "BRTBr anti-hoarding drive ^ ^1 TO T5f??^1C^ 

WI’SPTcT ttR CTO TOT«r^T VW vftcf (?l^f% (yc^< RiRT 

CTOC^, il=T: ?zf*< Tto 4??? hoard CTOrS 'tBTC^R <iJ^ S-C-STl TO &C^"tn 

(3 crotlR -q^: (yrw TOl wcttc^t ort^ 

’TO) ai CTOTI TO ^ ^3<f* TO^)1 TO ?R =Tt*TOf??f« CTOC*^ 

^ -pfRTO^s wjf cTOc^ 3TO(yR — fVr 

Governmentijiqf anti-hoarding drive iK Tfrsf *tI=?-TO ^fw R(TO 

R^ TO toR^ I ^ rynp drive ajr^TO <PTt] "•<1 C?fC31 

TOs'fc^ '•iT?:rcw<f cTO RjR^ c^c? <fK3 toc3i i Too wtR — 

— CWC^ TO TO? Rf TO-TO 'Or^ (7! ^ ?|f3- 

C^I'^TO Rj R^ Rtt 'fW I ii^r anti-hoarding drive j}^ ftO <7T TOTffel ^ TO 
(TOra I C? >f-f^ ^CT< Rf vsrv TO-TO Rsf, TOl »l^ 

RC9 oC^ ortzii I TO3 ^fRcffO? — VW 

(TT ^fR TO TOR trf3rW>? »-il^ yAl C^CS C^C31 TOf? (71^ JifvfTOnr 
’yCO-^TOP'^ TO CTOTCPI 4C3 TOO CO^TC^ *trft — CTO ’IST 

4^*5^ TO CTOJ ^RP.35» 511 I CTO -toT OTf^TOlTf TOI ^ Wt ^ R 

order CT firs <m?R <7r9i RyTi cTOi3 =n I CTO 

TO ^41 “TSTO Ji>o w%nf, yi rcy? ■TOO «R yisnm TOi sirR TO 
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circ^ 5Tpi fV^s ^1 o'f^ i5tm 

ft ; anti-hoarding driveij 

c? c^tnrcf ^ ' tI?i 

c? 3rrR.^«rgn:’5 ^ c?tarc5, ^ i (?pft w 

C^ lil <1tni (71 ^FIRt? ^( 7 f 1 ( A member from 

the Government party : ^1 •\fy^ ^ ^ 

«ft^ I tf>KW ^ ^vTi ^ I (71^ 

Ct'ltP5 C^ oppositionij fersfR (71 ’I’T^ ftjft ^ 

(TTfC^TT^ I ^ (TT ^<^1 ftft? <7»rn:^ (TflT^f^ — 
(71 CJtzm c^ xfipfQ9i irrsn-’f-f^im ca 

^BfT^rrti Tfs c¥ti:irc^i fin ^ ^ ^ 

?f^l m C? il«R (7^1< W?1 '^W.*\\ 

(TTC^S^ I '*TR<I ’BFtft ^<R progregsive coalition vfo ‘J 5 t ijiTtZR ftr^Tl ^5^ S^ 
3ffiR9^ ^:3Tf^‘r»fC^ ^deficit province c^t 7 :<rT C^R^fi fTftT^- 

fk^R I ’ll?:?? fir^fe fir^^frftc^ 

deficit ^vfpT tfft^lft (TFtT:^ '^ns^t'^T 

’itrv^ '4^^ fiF 'Ri:3rfi (Ttrc-j c^ ^rf^rn?^ deficit i 

ft^ — f.^ T-»'fl (TTtT <fR-^5Pi 'srotT.^l ^ fit^ 

firif c^tr^ c^c^ ^sprm ^ 

(?fPlllF (71^ ^31^ ft;ft fiF •)) C<t?:-5T (TTmT-^R — ^Ttr^TK'^'f deficit '» 4^? 

(7R 3??f, #?r ^T anti-hoarding drive iJ^J' (?Ftr.=?f O^sft^TR. 

— tprl^t C^rt;FC5 VC?P — r7l 3rf5Tt7RPl deficit ^\ tiCST^T y\m 

'»rn:^ ^i 3 t.i, ^ fVs^' 

W’yOTf — ?rn: 3f< (TTPf 

( 7 f<fR^ Iff^‘«fl ( 7 Ft ^(75 *ttW 3^1. fiF^ ^tft ^tft "ft^ Parliamentary 

Seci-etary fifft C^TR. iPl ^3: Tfic?r (T^S^ Sft^ 

ft?[ — 3(3F:’sn:5T i5t^ '^rti ^ fi? i ^vfi 5 ;:^ ifpr^ 

MC5R fitc?ri ftft >i*iimn:‘pj ^ l^/^o istr^Pf 

(TFt^-jsrcF^ I 4^: 4^ c’^ 8 TT^i ^>1 ’STsn c^ftr^ 1 

srftc^R 3fj^;«sn;cfT^ (Tf^ ^?ri ^ 5 ^ — ^*crft fV^'i <?Ft^ — f% ^niTR 
iti — tpriT (tftc^ 5rc?Pf ’OTi ^ ^n, fir^^ 

"m, 3fPR ^ 3ti. -^iT ^ ^n, ^ ^ 3n. fiFjt ^n. '(s^ ftciR 

^1 ^ 4^* (.>f^ ’ol^ C'^rnr c^^fcpi fif)f<7r *ti»‘ ft^t, 

♦t« w,( 7 fto^.^ffr 5 ▼tv (Tfti^ ^ 1 Qit ▼vrv? c<tw^ <»tfiRt<t 
▼>r (TFt^ff c<ff!rc«r^ (Trim (7f^ fTcsr ▼n 4vPt vs ^\ i 4^^ 

▼^r (tTc*! ^ ▼tvs C^RTS ^ItlTf 3 n 1 ^ CVR^RR ^ VCV5-^"Grow more 

food”, grow c^ c^RiTrr ▼^ v=?»Tt<iR*trv ▼fi tot it^-:*© ?^tv ^ Ww 
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(?rsin vff— ifc^ ^ ^ i ^ 

grow more foodil^ ?Ft^ ^rft ^IvW^rc^ PtU? ¥C^ ♦ 

^ c^5f (Tf a^9Rn ^TffV ^ 

^1 r?r f% ?n =n i <7\^ wfegs^ f^«tr 8 

5fTm ^1 r^ •ff?‘l :iilt 'nTHff ^ Vf^C^TQ 'itf *fC«Rr 
^1 Sf5'5 c^. ^:3rTnn?f« ^ (y^^fc^ ^vn ^], i¥% 

C§^5T^ s>t< C'^C^ ofr5^ ^) IJI I '3t^ 

*f^i vc^n ^ fVrsPii c^mrs ^ r i«^>o 5i>t^ utr^r ^ ^ 

f%c3f^ c^d?^ ’ffw =T!— .:5trwc^ mr^ m^(j^ fVcvtr^r 

^'^1 (yirM oi, ry ^ifi^<( ft*^r3j ^ ^m?:^;. — (M ot 

sttsr a>\ i^ (?i^ 5T^ ?jfVi:?r — s^jr ift^^ti 

1 5^1 ^ I ^fu5^ 4^' <1^ c^\m , 

Anti-hoarding driveij^ c^.?rr5R I '{|J 

sd^c? ^t7:flf ^1. — 4^ <fR- 
5T^ c^5^ I o»i fw^ f^?r^ *f<i ^i '4^! ^ 

l»r^l. — '5^3 ^1 C*fK^ — £)'5i?] 4R#r?i^' 

w'pT 'srTHi ^firf^ I TTHf '«rtf«< fVgiPii 

C^CZ — ?f'^‘5TT CS‘‘?tT^. ‘ip:*5T^ trrjT^ '^ft^ dotailcHi rejwrt ^ 

^1 ^ publish o^Ftcu oiWfm "yTl^c?! ab? i ^51 ^ 

^ y^ ztr,^.^ (yrryH i]5* C^mc<— Anti-hoarding drive 

sTP^tR CZ\ ^1 C^tTTO. -3^: 3R- 

"W^ ^1% W1 r.?lOT5 I 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, on behulf of the 
Progressive Party Khan Suliib Shaiiisudflin Ahmad Khondkur will move 
amendment No. 14. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will come long afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
Bengal Congress ParliameutarN l*arty, 1 beg to move thaf this AsHembly 
is of opinion that the Government of Bengal ha.s .m) far failed to satisfactorily 
tacJde the serious food situation in the province, and wtih a view to bring 
about earl.v relief the following measures should be adopte<l 4vilhout any 
fur^er delay ; — 

(/) the handling of the food Mituation should forthwith l»e taken out 
of the arena of party jmlitic.s and should be completely entrusted to a (Vntral 
Food Council representative of all major political parties and a few experts 
on production, transport, nutrition and distribution ; 

(ii) the province of Bengal should be declared as a famine area so that 
the responsibility for feeding the entire population may devolve upon the 
Government ; 
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(Hi) there should be a complete stoppage of all exports of food -stuffs 
from the province on any account whatever and there should be no scope 
left for public suspicion in respect to the same ; 

{iv) attempts should l)e made to procure, by negotiation with "respective 
Ooveruments, sufficient quantities of food-grains from other provinces till 
the Aman crop of Bengal is harvested; 

{v) efforts should be made to obtain imports of wheat and other ayail- 
able food-stuff from countries abroad as much to meet the present deficits in 
the nonnal requirements of the populaticui of Bengal as to provide for the 
additional demands on the resources of the province on account of the 
war situation; 

(r/) more vigorous measures should be adopted to promote the ‘‘Grow 
More Food Campaign” through (o supply of sufficient quantities of good 
seeds, (//) adequate facilities for irrigation, i^it) increased cultivation of 
cultivable waste land, (/r) conservation of cowdung manures and encourage- 
ment for the use of comp(»sts and other manures, including synthetic ferti- 
lisers, (v) encouragement to fodder crops, (r/) suitable advances to the 
cultivators for envying them to umlertake intensive cultivation, (c//) State- 
guarantee of minimum prices for food-grains produced by the agriculturists 
G)f Bengal foi a jieriod of at least three years; and lastly 

(c/M steps should be taken to ]U’event waste in the consumjition of food 
in any form. 

Sir, in moving m> resolution, 1 have attempted to cove? the entire ground 
with a comprehensive outlook and, Sir, I have tried to apply my mind to 
the (juestion more as a student of economics and one uiiMous to solve the 
very st‘rious situation that is facing ever\one of us than as a politician who 
is trying tti get some advantage out of the debacles in which the country 
has been thrown iiolr. 1 submit. Sir, that tiovernment has failed. That 
means not that the present Ministry alone has failed, but this Ministry has 
failed; (he previous Ministry had failed and behind the Uiiuatry the forces 
that are guiding the Ministry have bungled and, Sir, they have bungled 
mainly bdCKinlto of certain very patent reasons. 

The first and most important reason for their failure that appears to my 
mind is that neither the present Ministry nor the past Ministry, guideil 
as they^ were by considerations other than national, have approached the 
problem as they ought to have done to face a major national crisis. Both 
the present Alitti^ try as well as the past have tried to tackle the problem 
from the point of view of party politics. The position in the country is |uch 
today — and I earnestly appeal to the memliers of the House and to 
all sections of my countrymen — that we should shed all caste or party 
approach to solve this question. Sir, the most important and fundamental 
thing in connection with the solving of the f«K>d .situation is that we must 
create complete public confidence in the measures that are to be taken up 
and, Sir, the attempts made so far either by the present Ministry or the last 
Ministry do not show that such public confidence has been sought to be 
secured. 
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The second important reason for which Oovernmeut have failed is that 
Goveniment have approached the problem from the point of view of main- 
taining supplies to a comparatively small section of our j>eople, namely* 
those that are engaged in essential war work and essential ser\ices. Sir* 
the history of control, the history of supplies, tlie hislory of distribution au<f 
supplies in and around the city of Calcutta and the neighbourhood shows 
that Government have had at no stage uu\ comprehensive polio\ to cover 
all sections of Bengal, rural as well as urban, aiul even with regard to the 
urban population Government have not sought to .help all classes ot urban 
people. There have been uttenipt> to give supplies trt‘el> to imlustrial 
labour and to certain classes of emplovees onl> ^^ho in their opini<»n have 
been doing important war work. 

This, I submit, has been a ver> wrong approach however much there 
might have been the necessity for maintaining essential supplies and food 
supplies for such class of people. It is etjually necessary t<» remember that 
unless the morale of the civil population in general is inuintainetl and unless 
prices are kept within reasotiable limits for all classes <jf people it was sheer 
madness to think that hy mere tinkering with the prol)leni*.«b\ maintaining 
supplies for a small section of (iovernment servants and agcnco‘s onl.\ «me 
could solve a very serious situation (d' this chaiacter. 

The third important respect in which the Government had tailed, in 
iii\ humble opinion, is (his The G.ovcrnment ha<l adojiled measuie> based 
upon piecemeal contred of supplies and of partial contnd of movement, the 
removal of price coii(r(d and the enc<»uragenient of purchases <>f ru'e and 
padds within the provim'e at any jirice b\ (tovernmeut Agents, large dealers 
and industries. This is a polic.v which J submit was entirely wrong. On 
a previous occasion, Sir. on the ‘JTtli Fehruar\, llOd, in connection with 
another similar motion that we moved on behalf of this party in this Hnusi*. 
1 e^tplaiued in detail the difticulties we felt wdth regard (o the Government 
measures up to that^ne. Thereafter, the jireseiit Ministry has, in conti- 
nuing the same irdlfcy, a«loptcd .several ineusures. The action that the 
Government had taken was on the assumption (hat tliere was plenty.^ The- 
Government had also all along befooled themselves and )»efoolpd the country 
by proclaiming from house tops that “everything is all right; there is 
plenty of supplies, and it is onl> the villagers, hoarders and profiteers (hat 
are to blame”. Sir, the Government started all along on a wrong premise. 
1 sympathise with the Hon’ble Minister when he says that Governmimi, 
wanted to create some confidence in the mind of the public trji^stein the* 
panic-^tnplex which was already there and, therefore, he had to use t)ie 
language of consolation. There is wmiethiug in that. I fully realise that 
in a situation like ours nothing will help if we all go on shouting that we 
are terribly short and there is nothing to he given to (he people. At the- 
same time, whatever might have been uecessar> for the purposes of projia- 
ganda and creating public confidence, the measures that Government should 
have devised ought not to have been based on such false data. Knowing 
fully well that really there was a shortage, it was simply criminal on the 
part of the Government to waste their valuable time on measures which. 
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could hot Lave been thou^?ht of if they had known that there was not 
plenty. Sir, the Hon ’hie Minister in charge had stated that he was prepared 
for the worst and that he was planning his schemes “preparing for the 
worst but hoping for the best“.. 1 do hf)pe that he had prepared himself 
for the worst. 


The next important thing that the present (lovernment did was to insist 
on the (iovernmeut of India to bring about ilerontrol of provincial move- 
ments. Sir, in that respect, 1 must .say one word of appreciation to the 
present Government. 1 do submit. Sir, that it was a really forward step to 
be in u position to get the u.ssent of the Government of India to move 
supplies from adjoining Murplus provinces. But, Sir, as w'e did point out 
to the Hon’ble Ministei in charge during the time wTien this matter was 
under discussion on the 17th May last, the measures of riecontrol ought to 
have been coupled with certain ver\ heultlis stejLs immediately taken without 
which the entire decontrol scheme would break down and w'ould not yield 
the results. We expected that the adjoining provinces could never have 
agreed to absolute free tru<le in the.se areas, (bi the other hand, I had a 
talk with at least one ('hiet Secretaix ot an adjoining province and his 
Minister in charge wlio assured me that if there w'aA any necessit\ , that 
Government would make arrangements to give Bengal supplies at rea.sonable 
rates while keeping enough toi their own peojile and while keeping a 
margin of profit for tlie province to enable them, it nece.ss.»r\. to subsidise 
food at controlled cheaper rates where as a r(‘sulf ot Government’s action 
shortage might be experienced. 


Th« Hon’bl# Mr. H. S. SUMRAWARDY: The> <ame to that point of 
view later after free trade was introduced. 


Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister knows full well 
all that. I am sure he also )iud a discussion with them on the same lines 
but somehow’ or other — 1 would not criticise any o — certain officials 
ot Government wanted to stand on official :«/. They did not realise to wdiat 
extent the position of the Provincial Government could make or unmake 
such decisfnns. The Provincial Government concerned did threaten that 
in case they were under law forced or compelled to Jl^rt with their stock 
it would be seen that not a single cartmau would take the stock, not a 
single cooly move the rice, not a single person in the whole province would 
hel|) to take out the food-grains from the province and that if there were 
lootings (^r any other criminal acts on the st(x?ks purchased the Government 
would not hold themselves responsible. Their Police might not be ijpquisi- 
tioued for assistance in coping with these things. That wa.s a prospect 
w’hioh the Hon’ble Minister in charge ought to have realised. Sir, it wa.s 
a great mistake to rely only on the Government of India’s fiat. 

The next important measure that the present Government did take was 
the measure of food drive throughout the length and breadth of this pro- 
vince. So far as we on this side of the House are concerned, we do appre- 
ciate, and we did make that olear^even before the present Government came 
along, the neceesity ff taking proper statistics of arvailable food for this 
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proTino^ before we can plan out its proper distribution and ©quifSIiile distri- 
bution. But, Sir the food drive meant something much more. The food 
drive did not fix any responsibility on the Government at all. It mainly 
tried to shift the burden of the responsibility on the people by asking them 
to organise self-help for themselves. 

(At this stage, the blue light was lit.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma> 1 have five minutes more, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Go on and let us >ee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* The food drive plan liy its very nature 
was bound to fail because it was ec«»uoiiiieall> unsound for while the food 
drive was pennitted to go on an<l while the village eoniinittees were allowed 
to have stocks estimated osten.sibl\ for the j>urpose of maintaining local 
supplies, there was no restriction put >)n large purchases by outsiders in that 
very area and removal of the stock to Calcutta ami other industrial areas. 
You could not have free trade and simnllaiieon.sly self-sutficiencv , The two 
are economically contradictory. The f(w»d drive also failed hef’anse in spit© 
of protestations and honeiNt attempts, 1 am piepured to give the Hon’bla 
Minister in chargi© credit on Ins part or on the part <»f his Department,— 
there has not been even in the most helpful part of the ccuintry a proper 
approach as detailed in- the mttes circulated by the Hon’hle Minister. In 
the first place we have repctrt- from almost eveiy ])art of the province that 
there was not a .single ca.se u here a food committee was actually formed by 
the villagers themselves assembled at a j)uhli(‘ place Fo<h] committees were 
formed l)y otticials who went and just g<»t togi'ther, as usual, a few persons 
from among certain j^ersoiis at their heck ami call and tliesc persons, -at 
least most of them were not, as (he Ilon’hle Minister contemplated, of the 
enlightened poor, and thev (heinselves might have been responsible for 
some amount of ljoardiiig-~aml it was these persons who were r(‘s]ionsihle 
for thi.s food drive. Apart frrun that, manv of them did not have that inten- 
tion of honest y for wh ich an fuith was proposed to he given to all of them. 
In these circumstances the drive couhl not have achieved the results that 
were expected. 

Then. 1 found that the pre.seiit (roverninent had certain measures for 
Calcutta and HoWiah. They wanted to re[»lace the present controlled ^hops 
by a number of (iovernment "liops. J am ver\ doubtful hoW' far such a 
measure could he helpful l)ecaiise if Government did not make proper use 
of the men in the trade, it would he nlle to think that some GovettHjMftit 
eervants appointed on salaries would he able to do the w'ork better anif' more 
efficiently and that they would all he h(»nest men who could come to Gov- 
ernment’s aid. The better plan would he to increase the nuinher of con- 
trolled shops and also to increase the number of inspectors. These men 
could have secured better contnd or better inspection could be ensured so 
that controlled shops may not indulge in black marketing. 

Sir, ray resolution has g<u five important [laxts. The first relates to the 
causes of failure and I submit that the failure has been not merely of the 
Ministry but also of those who take^he advice of the Ministers and who 
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nltimatify guide the policy of the executive. The second part, I think, 
Bays that in order to remove the present diffiulties what should have been 
done and what should be done even now is to give complete authority to a 
Central Food Council, merely to a mere ad hoc Food Council, but a 
Council which ought to function from day to day and take up the entire res- 
ponsibility for the whole province. And Government should be in a position 
to accept the whole recommendation of it whrtever consequence may follow 
and they should stand by it. That should be practically an autonomous 
bod> comijosed of all sections of the people and experts to deal with a food 
situation like this. 


Then the third part wants to place the responsibility for the whole 
population on the Government t>f Bengal by declaring Bengal as a famine 
area, especially when the Iloii’ble Minister has today acce])ted the fact that 
the food drive has revealed that in almost every ])art of Bengal there is 
acute shortage. In the fourth part I have suggested concrete suggestions 
as to how immediately we cun tackle the problem of stopping exports and 
ij^creasing imports. It has been said that there has been no export of rice 

for some time past Imt reports trickle down to us tlirough certain private 

iburces, that certain organisations known i)racticall\ like “A. B. S. D.,'' 
etc., that food-grains are going out through the ])ort of Calcutta. There 
must be no actual export at all and if there is no exjaut let the Hon’ble 
Minister be in a position to create public opinion in hi-' favour to bring 
satisfactory evidence before tbe public that thcrt* has been ieail\ no export. 
In the fifth part of the resolution I have made a jilea for a more real and 
vigorous grow-more-food campaign * 1 have seen the latest report of what 
the new Ministry has done in connection with the grow -iuore-t(uid campaign 
and I have noticed all that has been attenii>ted to be done as reported in 

T}ii' Hvnj)n\ \\ vt'klif a lew <lays ago. But in s])ite of all that I have 

noticed that money has been WHsfe<l more on mere advertisement and news- 
paper publicity than on real measures of which I have ^iven a catalogue. 
And last but not the least 1 apjieal to the (lOvernmenC and to the whole 
country to stop all kinds of waste in the matter of use of food. 

With these observations I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, 1 beg to move: “This Assembly 
is of opinion that the statement made by the Hon hie Minister of Civil 
Supj^dies on the otlt^July, on the food situation in the Province 

betrays a lack of appreciathm of the continued (leteri<»ration in the food 
situation in the Province on the part of the (iovennnenr and their failure 
to tackle the problem by shifting their responsibilitv and initiative^ in 
solving it to voluntary efforts of the people only. This Assembly is further 
of opinion that the Government should have declared Bengal as a famine 
area and tal^n measures for ensuring supply of food-giilns to the people by 
a complete stopjrage of all exports of food-grains outside the Province, by 
imports, through negotiations, from other Provinces, of adequate quantities 
of rice, wheat and other food-grains and through the good oflSce of the 
Government of India, from abroad, and by an equitable distribution of the 
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arailable supplx in rural as wt*ll as in urban areas wniie aatiSfvrnjgf 
accepted nutritional ‘Jtamlards, and by promoting’’ the “(trow More Food 
Campaign” b> making provision tor supply of ^ibc ienf <|uantities of good 
seeda, manures including synthetic fertilisers, Wop-]danuing, irrigational 
facilities, suitable agricultural lo.ans to enable cultivators to extend their 
operations, and utilisation of tallow ami waste lands.” 

Sir, it is with overpoi^ering sciist* ot grininess and tremendous character 
of the prohleni that 1 li^e to plaiv un motion before the ILmse. Tlie food 
situation in Bengal has now entered into its crueial stage. The 

solution hro(d»s no delax. and i>arty affiliations and piejmlices should not 
colour our vision and iinli'rncnt. Kvcr\h(*d\ present in this House should 
approach the pnddeni from an objective and scientific spirit, free from any 
communal juission and part\ bias (Mir discussion tonight should, there- 
fore. he carried on in a il ispavsionate and liclptn) manner. Let it not bt'i 
said of Us that at lliis hour »»t national ciisis, mflucncetl by ephemeral 
p(difieal eousidcrations. wc failed in oui dn(\ hy the jieople of the province. 
Sir, I will nitt ti\ to a[)portion hlano* as to li<»w and wliy the present acuMi 
fiosiHon lias Ix'en luonght about, whether h\ the hunglings of the (fovera- 
ment oi due to factors ovei which (he Pnivincial (iovi'rument had little 
contrid. This will add to our hitternesK and recriminations and will not 
help in the generation of that atmosphere of mutual trust, goixl will and 
( {i-opera( ion which i- s,i essential foj (he soluti«ui ot Mi<‘h a vast pndilem of 
vital nation..! importance 

The H oil hie Ml ^uhtawatdx has wa\<‘d elo<jUent o\e? the n‘sults of his 
great A nt i-lotard iiij^ I)ii\e and has jriveii expiession to his “giauit satisfac- 
tion ill the course of his statenient. That Mr. Suhrawardy lias reason to 
he gn'atly sati.sfiial is he\ond douht as he has been aide to place th«‘ unlimited 
resources and jniironage o) tlie ( roveiiimeiit at the di-'iposal ot his friend 
Mr Ispaliani, a prominent pillar <d the Muslim League in Bengal, for 
purchasing foocLgraiiis from the Kastein Zone for supp]\ to (he (jovern- 
ment. 1 will piesfoith revirf to this aspect of the <juestioii, hut let me say 
something about the diive wliich Mr. .Suhrawurd.\ hiMt so much trumpeted. 
Mr. Suhrawardy says that he has us a result of the drive all the information 
about food reijuiromenls, >tocks in band, seeds in band, etc., in a word a 
complete food census of the J’rovince. but be has not given us any figures 
which are the essence of an> statistical survey. Although be has not 
directly admitted shortage, the ver\ fact, as he has stilled, that it will not 
be possible to meet our reijuircinents without augmentation of the provincial 
resources by foodstuffs from other provinces is a rdear proof of sliortage. 
Tbt? further fact that in his anti-hoarding drive Mr. Suhrawardy had to 
envisage a provision of merelx four seers of rice per head per f(»rfnighf is an 
admission, though in an indirect wa\, of an acute shortage of rice in the 
country. , Will he ASow kindly enlighten us as t<» the exact ,,,jjumber of 
people of the Province for whom this starvation diet has been provided? 
That would indeed give us some picture of Bengal as it is now. 

Mr. Suhrawardy has now come forward with a novel explanation for his 
denying so long a state of scarcity. According to him, '‘insistence on 
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•hortege* would only inorease panic and stimulate hoarding and therebj 
aggravate the general food scarcity and push up prices.” On the othei 
hand, he has all along been con.stautly harping on large stocks having been 
hoarded by merchants and speculators. I am sure, all of us in this House 
would support any strong measure against the umsocial conduct of hoarders 
and speculators. But we must at the same time view the matter in the 
right perspective. What is after all the total quantity that has been 
hoarded, apart from that which form.s the normal carry-over of the merchants 
taking its own imurse to come into the market? On the other hand, does 
Mr. Suhrawardy realise that his insistenr e on hoarding and speculating as 
the main cause of the present trouble is capable ot creating and has actually 
<Teuted a imejudice against merchants in. luding the large number who have 
been currying on tbeir trade quite honestly, among the general public to 
the effect that it is they who are withholding siip|)lies from the market and 
are responsible for the pre.sent state of affairs? Thus fhe Government have 
provided an incitement to looting id granaries and stocks in movement — 
» matter of common occurrence in these da\s. Do the Government realise 
that while by thus overstating the part pla.ved by hoarding they are able to 
hoodwink the vast mass of our illiterate fellow citizens about their— I mean 
the Goveniment’s— responsibility in the matter of f<«.d-suppl\ to the 

people, they are also creating a serious feeling of disaffection among 

various .sections of His Majesty's subjects in Bengal? It cannot, therefore! 
be denied that the Government cannot entirel.v absolve themselves of the 
charge of heing responsible tor gram riots and other agrarian troubles in 
tlu* rural art^us. 

Hut what is the uetunl amount fft lioanls seized a result of tlu* drive!'' 
Mr. Suhnnvanl\ hiiii'ielt sa\s thi> amount to ht* apj»ro\imaiel\ 7 to S 

luillion maumU. an amount harel\ suffioiont f..r ilo* rittvirioo a*, a whole for 

not more than fifteen da\.H. the measuring rod hy wliich the sueeess 

or failure of the ^rreat Fofxl Drivr i>, tt) he ju.l^red provided h\ the pri.e 
level of ioofl-^rrains which, in.teafl of showing am of e.miiujr dovMi, 

IS increa.sin^r <la.\ hy day to ahnormal heipht> hevond the reacli of the 
majority of the people. 

Now, a few words regardinj; the action taken h\ Mr Suhrauard.x in 
entrusting to Me.ssrs. M. A 1‘ipahani the uork ot purcliasing riee tor the 
(iovernment of Heugal from the KaMern /one The explanation offered bv 
nittt (or this extraordinary aition are really amu-iing and even amazing. 
The long aiudogia offered In him in thu-s strengthening the hidd of the 
Muslim lit'ugue Ministr\ 1>\ the mo.st ohjectionahle method of offering 
(Jovernment patronage to a pillar ot the pait.N ^^oul<l appear to all uiil>ias>ed 
persons as m<»st uneonvineing if the> were told that Mr. Suhrawardy has 
tried to mislead the House In a misstatement of the grossest type. 
Mr. S^waker, Sir, I confe.ss I was very mucli surprised when I heard him 
state that iu this matter the (iovernment had consulted variou.s Tuerobants 
and ChamlH*rs and rould find no one who could undertake the task better 
than Mes.srs, M. A. Ispahaiii. I would like to state categorically that 
among the various Chambers whom. Mr. Suhrawardy say.s. he has consulted, 
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my constituency, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, is certainly 
not one. I am also authori<e<l to ^^tatt* that no member of my Chamber was 
given any opportunity either through the Chamber or in their individual 
capacity to consider any terms that might have b<‘en given by the Govern- 
ment for the task of purchasing rice for Bengal, neither were an\ enquiry 
made of them regarding their ability or willingness to undertake this task. 
My Chamber has ofticiallv put in its pr<»test io the (Jovernnieiit . and I want 
this protest also to be recorded in the minutes of the proceedings of the 
House. 

1 do not want, Sir. to be misunderstood 1 have notliing to say against 
Messrs. M. A. lsj»abaiu being given the patnuiagc of the (lovenimeut. hut 
what 1 object to is, firstlx. a palpab1\ wrong statement by llie Hou'ble* 
Minister to mislead the Hou^e, and s<coiidl\ , the hole ami couuT method 
followed in the matter ot entrusting a firm, howevci big it might be, to the 
e.\clu‘'i(ui of others with such an important task. 

Mr. Suhiawar<l\ has made much of the tact that at one stroki* of the 
j)cii Mr. Ispalmm agreed lo toiego a profit of some Hs 41) lakhs on th^ 
stocks which he po''''C*"'C(l E\idcntl\. the llon’bh* Minister seeks to convey 
the iinprcs'siidi that tui juihlic i^ood .Mi Ispaliani agiccd tn pul up with 
a lo''S ol thi*' huge •'iim. lint tlu- i»m 1 fact i> that iiistcail of imuirriiig any 
jmsitive hts^. Ml I'-pah.iiii agicrd to forego an additional profit of thal 
aimnint. a^ In*, actual < osi pro e must have been lum li below the pri<*c at 
whudi he s(dd lii’' stock' lo the lioxcrniiicnt Ami uii what I’onsideratiou 
did he agree to do s<i;'' Mi 1 sp,ili;ii( i has been ap]>oiiited tiie stde agent for 
purchase of tood-oiuiiis on ( iover a( count on a j eiiiuneral ion and 
given n blank ehecjUe with an ad\ame of Hs d eioies witli which lu- euiii 
make j)Ur< bases at an\ juices Ik* ina\ <-oiisidei uece-sai). It is, thcrefonv 
nut for nothing that Mi. l-pahani is repented to have forcLrom* a profit of 
Ihs. 40 laklis. 

Mr* SPEAKER: How long will VOU take, Mr. Sen? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: I will take an ther five or six 
minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Try to finisli as <juickl\ as possible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN* It will also he realised from what 
Mr. Suhraward\ said that Mr. Ispahuni had so long been muintaining a 
stock, I shall not say hoard, wlii( h must not be less than lO lakh.i of 
maunds of rice at the miiiinium. This amount is equal fo one month** 
consumption of rice of (’ahutta ami rnily one merchant had been holding 
BUch a hig stexk ami thus withholding it from the market, perhaps not 
without the knowledge of the (ioveniiiienf . 

By the w ay. w ill tht* Hon 'hie Minister kiiidl) c\[dain to the Houae 
whether the resignation of Mr, Me fnnes has an\ thing to do wdlh this 
appointment of Mr. Isjjiahaiji as the sole Fwjd i*urchasing Agent? 
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J now propose to deal with Mr. Suhrawardy’s plan to distribute rice 
"aiid other neressaries of life in Calcutta and other urban areas through the 
agency of a chain of (jovernment distributing centres. Certain pertinent 
qiicHtions at once raise themselves. What will be the role of normal trade 
channels in this plan? Will they continue to function along with the 
Oovernnicut distributing centres? What will be the relation between these 
two agencies of supply? Crovernment have not definitely said whether these 
distributing centres will work in exclusion of or in conjunction with the 
trade. So far us inulas.>al towii-^ are corir'erned, the proposal to introduce 
rationing, among others , through reNpoiiNj))le pei>f)ns or organisations 
considered reliable and imbued with Mifticient spirit of social service will, 
I am afraid, open the gateway to the ver\ cfirrujit^n anrl inetHciencv which 
the (jovernment want to stamp out. It is neediest to state that a Ministry 
W'liich has come into power without adeijuatc i)art> backing should try to 
strengthen their hold by making their selection of distributing agents on 
considerations other than those of m*cessar\ trade exi)erience. efficiency and 
justice and fairpluy. It would most assuredly periieluate the same corrup- 
tion, maljiractices and ineflicicncy, per}^ap-^ in a more aggravated form. 
Oovernmeiil have not also said how will the> delcnnine the “market rates’’ 
at wdiiidi their distrihutiiig centre^ will ''Up|d> to tho^e who are above the 
minimum income group fixed lor the jnnpo-f II. however, (Tovernment 
propose to open a huge nuinher (d distrihuling c»‘ntre> in addition to. and 
not in replacement ot, controlled ^hop" that are now functioning. .«iome 
relief ma_\ he provided to the peoph* w'lo> au* now to stand and wait lor 
hours together in long (pieues in front of coiitiolled >hops. The (iovern- 
ment have announced that th(‘\ will ojxm SIMI Mieli di>trihutiiig celltre^ in 
(’afcutta and Howrah, hut <0 far they have opened onl\ one. It their 
8ch(*me priJgre.is «>nail-like in thi^ la>'hjon. it remain' a matter of coiijcndurc 
wlieii they will he aide to open all (he SIM) '.hop'^ The prnhlem cannot, in 
my opinion, In* tin kled idfei-t i\ el> 1)\ this mean> alom*. I wouhl therefore 
like lo record m\ empliatic j»rote^t a^alii''! lhi> ])olic\ of the (Jovernment of 
opening (Jovernment .^hops for the supply of foml-grains instead »>f utilising 
the services of existing trade channeU The expiTienci's ot countries which 
have adofited a rationing s^ stem aKo demoiiNtrate that they have always 
utilised the servii es of normal tradt* ( haiuitd" What I tiad is that it would 
be extremely unwise for the (Jovernment to di-'hnate the existing supply 
organisation. 

Now’, coming lo the (Jovernment ol India's hasn- food plan, 1 must sav 
that it is mainly tlue to the mishainliing of tiie situation by our (jovern- 
inent that the plan has been frustrated m) far as Bengal is concerned. 
Fnder the plan, the Central ( Joveruiiient were to prescribe the quantity 
which a surplus provima* or State wa.s to give and a deficit province was to 
receive. The Government have m»t ^o far said wliat is the monthly ijuola 
that has been assigned to Bengal under the liable ])lan, nor any idea has 
%eeu givu as to how much of this (juota has been received so far. 
Mr. Suhrarwardy has, however, Iveimmneil ilie lack ot good neighbourly 
feeling among the provinces of Bihar. Gri^sa and A^sam and their non-co- 
operating attitude for not falling in line with the (Jovernment of India’s 



im.] 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


m 


plan. I also share with Mr. Suhrawardy his regret for this exhibition of 
lack of neighbourly feeling on the part of these provinees, particularly in 
view of the fact that Bengal carries a large number of people of these 
Provinces. But did Mr. Suhrawardy ever enquire why they had taken 
this attitude? Is it not mainly due to the lack of tact and bad handling 
of the situation by the Bengal Government that these Provinces adopted 
this unfriendly attitude? In their anxiety to bring as much rice as possible 
into Bengal, the Government induced the (.’entre to declare the Kastern 
Zone as a free trade area uhich gave opportunil\ to >onic tavoured merchants 
to make indiscTiminate b\i\ing in the neighbouring ProviiK’es as a result 
of which prices there shot up also to abnoimal heights. The other 
Provinces regarded this f^tiou as u coendve measure. It was therefore quite 
natural for them to take .ste|)> for iheii own --atetN and >ecunty and no hlama 
attaches to such a 'onduct «*n their pan 

(At thi^ >tage (he memher reacheil the lime-limit hut was allowed one 
minute more to finish his spondi.) 

If instead fiur (rovt-rnment have negotiated in a friend), \ manner with 
these Provinces and ic(|UC''ted them to purcliase thiough their own agentH 
and hand ovt*r the surjdus to u^. tin* attempt would then haxe hiaui crowned 
with >ome mea^uir ot -.m ( e>s and gtani" would havt* started moving into 
Bengal. (iovcrnnuMit tlni" started at flo* wrong eml It i> fludr loingling 
in tlic matter that has made the neighhouring Provniecs reluetant to stipply 
wliUtevei suiplus possess to Bengal 

With tlo'^e W(uds, > 11 , I commend the ies<dutiofi tor the aeceptance by 
the House. 

(At tliis staL'^e the House was adjourned l«u- Id minutes.) 

(Afif'r ndjoiirn nicnt . ) 

(Dr, Goliiiiila r'liandra Bhawiaik rose to speak) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Bhawmik, i Ik tpe that \ou will simply movi‘ your 
motion. 1 ean give \ou mil\ two minutes I ran tell \fMi tliat it has been 
arranged that at least all the motions must he move<l today and it is jiroposed 
that we .should rise tonight at S-dtl p.m. Thereton* 1 retjuest you to finish 
in a minute. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Mr Speaker. Sir. I beg to 
move that this As.sembly is of opinion that the (jovernmeiit lias failed (J) to 
solve the fo»Ml problem of Bengal properl\ for whudi millions of people of 
the Province are almost without biod and are dying like (-ats and dogs from 
starvation; (2i to <leclare that the Province is under the grip of famine and 
to do nece.ssar> works for the relief operation; (d) to import riee, paddy and 
other foodstuff from the neighhoui ing jirovinces ami to supply them to j>e<iple 
at the cheaper price, at which the jieople can purchase; 14 ) to make untiP 
hoard campaign su<'cessful as most of the rice and j)add\ have gone outside 
the deficit areas and whii'h ha.s been purcha-*ed hy the (iovernment agenta; 
(5) to publish the result of food census which will show colossal deficit of 
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food in the I’rovince; (0) to take census of Calcutta and Howrah when major 
portiouH of riee are lying stocked by the merchants, businessmen and other 

capitalists. 
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m I 

5f3§:rm (Ti’ftr^ i 

4 (71^^ Cnion Board ^ITlTn5 f%R5 VOir^ I r-f=T =^tiOT 

'dfrcs ^C^fer^R 71 

^irt5) ^irc^R ifjsr: ^'<3 c? ^c*fT ii^ -ii^ 

^frz! ^^^rtrvftritr c^ c^z ^rm i ?^r?i ^'4^ to toto 

^4 ^c?rcgj oc\ TOn i >i;^ TOtiro 

C^TOt^ wsTsft TOT^ ^ rfTO rrTO TOT f%?R 

'ilTTC^ I TlTO^ relief i]3i CTO^ I?1^ TO ^1. 71^ district C'^ 

TOfC<f^ 3i|ft ’4srTOP)l TOT f^Tl (’alcuttA f^r^l i3:^fC(jR I 

Of"' CTO TOt^tC-T to; TO55? To (iovernmeni TOi I iTtf^ C^t TOT 

GovermnentC^ ^ST^irt^t TOfe Midnapore district i3=T* ^t'TO TOFRT districtr^ 
famine area declare I tfC'^.R^ TTTO^ presen^ 

Ministry I IZ^ TtTR CTO’R 

C5tr5 7c^r t 

(The Hhon’ble Mr. H. S Suhrawardy : TOtC*^^ C^?T TTTS !l) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Sen, are you moving your motitui or will you 
simply speak on it}' 

Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA BEN: Y es. Sir; I will move my 
motion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But 1 was given to understand that no motion from 
ya^r party will be moved. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 1 >hall move my motion 
and I shall speak only for five minutes. 

^ 1 beg to move the resolution standing in my name, namely, that this 
Asstmbly is of opinion that the policy pursued f»iuce the assumption of office 
by the present (tovernmeut to solve the alarming food situation in the 
Province has failed through the lack of an intelligent and eomprehensive plan 
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and the adoption of hasty measures direeted not against the big stockists, 
hoarders and the profiteeer^ hut ugaiii'tt oniiiiarv (Muisumers, agriculturist- 
producers and persons of comparatively modest means hi the runil areas. 

This Assembly deplores the failure the (h^vernment to take advantage 
of the situation created b\ the removal of intei-proviiieial trade-harriers by 
negotiations with other I’rovineial (Tovernmeiits and their adoption for the 
purchase of food-grains ot a procedure based on patronage instead of 
considerations (»f public i\clfaic 

This Assembly therefore (hvlates that in order to prevent the aggrava- 
tion of the situation hexoiol recoveiy. the following steps must be 
immediately taken 

(/) De<*Iaration ol tlie junvince <it Bengal as lamin(‘-area and the 
stoppage ot all exixot^ iheietioin; 

(n) Vigorous pr<»>'ecuti«>n ot the “(irou Mole Food’* camj>aigii with 
jjrovision for ^up{lI\ of nece>Nar_\ manures and financial assistance 

to agriculturists ; 

(7// 1 Arrangements for the nnpottalion of too<jstufts inl(» Bengal from 
surplus Bidvinccs ami tiom outside India; 

(7c) Itegulaticm <d the movtonent of cNtps within the Brauiiu’e in ord^^r 
to eiisiiic that the <lcticit aieas are not denmled of even their 
inade<)uatc stocks: 

{!') pKfVisidii (it iin.ime- tor tin* }oiichase and distribution (*f any 
suiplus (liscoxcicd 111 ,iii\ part of Bengal: 

(r/> Acceptance ot rcspoiisiiuht \ b\ the tiovetnineiit to piovide loofl f()f 
the people during the present criHis. 

Sir, tlie resolution speaks fm itself ami inaiix wokK arc not maaled to 
explain the object of im\ motion Maii\ of tlie points liave been ably 
discussed by some ot ni\ tnemU ami other ttituois who will speak later will 
discuss them in more (b*tail I would mily make a few general observations 
as it is no good rejieating arguments 

The present crisis is due entirelx to th<* utter mismanagement and 
unsympathetic administration as eNer> actimi of tin* j>resenf Ministry ia 
meant for the benefit of the Theatrical (’oinpan\ and not for the good <rf the 
people in general. The\ have no wide tunlook, no heart in the administra- 
tion. 

Sir, 1 warn the Oovernment not to jday with hnmun lives. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan during tiie last food debate expecte<l a rebellion W’hen 
the price of rice whs Rs. Id per maund hut. Sir. today it is Rs, 3o per matUld 
and still there is no revidution Ami wli\ J' Be+ause (he pe<»ple of this land 
do not believe in violence and so the Ministr\ is still safe in its peacock 
throne, but the da\H are not far oft when the vomc from the land of dead 
would demand your explanation even l>efore the day of judgment, Theif 
voice will haunt \ou in your parlour, in your dream and in yimr fileep. 
They have lost their lives due to your criminal negligence. You have failed 
and failed hopelessly to relieve thg distress of the people. You have 
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(lisregaidefl the people, you have disregarded the parties who could give you 
support, who could give you brain and help you to remove your brain fever. 

I would now pla(^* betore the House extracts from the speech of one in 
whom the Hoirble Mr. Suhrawardy has the greate.st confidence and I would 
not hesitate to present the same before the House as my own. These are the 
factors: “liefore I sit down I make a final appeal to the House. I beg it 
to realise the veiy serious nature of the situation. Jt i» not that we intend to 
make jjolitical <apital out of the criminal conduct of the Ministry but 
things have come t(> su<‘h a puss, the Province is already so near chaos and 
disorder, dangers ahead are ‘*0 considerable, the Ministry is so thoroughly 
ill. f)mpeteiit and w’<»rse, that^if the honourable inenihers have any regard for 
tli'‘ future and better government of this l^rovince. it the\ have any concern 
foi good order, good muiiageincut of this Province, it they have any concern 
for the very lives of the people, if they wish to save the unhappy masses 
fi(»ni starvation and death then 1 would a}»peal to them, particularly those 
who sit in serried ranks behind the Mini'^trc. to .support our motion and 
rei’.ord their opinion that this Mini''tr\ has detiiiitel.v tailed to do its duty 
by the jieoplc. How long, 1 beg ot the lloii^e to consider, are we to bear 
tlie dead weiglit ot this Ministry, bankrupt and stciileV How long are 
personal reasons, the prospect ot a tew jobs, pronii-'o of jiatronage, benefits 
already received, being received ami dm* to be reci*ived going to keep you 
from doing your dut> by the jieopler'” 

The Hofpble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sn, could not that lie taken 
as readP 

Rai Bahadur dOCESH CHANDRA SEN: (hilN a few lines more, Sir, 
aiuk^hen 1 will place the issm* |)etore tlie IbuiNt* ami tell the House who the 
Vifljor is. 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am the author 

Rai Bahadur dOGESH CHANDRA SEN: “How long aar those who .say 
that the\ want an etheieiit ami reliable administration, an administration 
that diseharges its duties ami tultils its assurances, bow long are those who 
talk ot cleanliness in the admini.stration and justice ami fuiriilay to all, 
going to eontiniie to support a Ministiw utterly denuded of decent standards 
and confessedly iuconqietent ? The food problem is one of the major 
problems of today. It attecU.s every one of us. It affects primarily the poor 
and the masses whose interests must alwu>> be ])aramount, far liigher than 
any other cousirklration. Let us in considering this problem not be 

iufiiienced by political "sentiments but do our duty by the people and throw 
out a Cftvernlfient that has proved itself thorouglily incapable of handling 
the situation and place, it we can. the interests of the people above our own 
personal and political interests, and then let us togetlier and tackle this 
problem under a decent regime, wedded to the welfare of the masses.” 
This meuu>rable s])eech was delivered by no other person than the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the Civil Supplies Minister, who was only 

Mr. Suhrawardy then and aspiring for this exalted p«>sition. 1 believe he 

will admit now that what is sance foj;;jBie gander is sauce for the goose. 
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All4hat be said on that day was not true. But that cap fits him now and 
he must wear it. Durin^r the la>t debate ineinbers on the Opposition 
Benches sug^^ested shooting, hanging and penal st‘rvi(ude for the incom- 
petent Mini^'ters but. Sir, I di) not believe in violence and this 
time I would suggest that the ine«»nipetent >et be got rid of by non-violent 
means. itli these words, Sir. I loinmend in\ motion to the acceptance 
of the Hou.^e. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mi S|.eakci, Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER; There are two im>tinn> in \our name. Which are 
you going to move!-' 

Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I am m>t moving motion 
No. Id. 1 (inl.\ want to move irnUnm \o II, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y on ma\ move motion No 14 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sii, I he^ to move that 
thi‘' Asseml)l\ 1 ‘i Htrongl\ of opinion that the pieHeiit Mini'-fry stands 
comlemned tor it> uttcj tailuie to improve the toed ‘.it nation of tlie 
Provinee. 

It i*- a ^imple motion .iiid ^peak^ loi it^^‘l^ and I thendote do not 
propose to take 11 ]) iiim h time oi t)ie Hon»)‘ Sii. during tin* last Ministrv, 
we in thi^ HoUNe, had a gt»od deal of disi’u<»sion. A" a lesult theia'ot, a 
sel)aralt* poittolio ua> rieaieil ,uid Mi I'lamatha Natli liaiierjei* was 
entrusted with it. But duiing the iniamv ot the K«»od Mini'ler. the last 
Mini‘'tr\ liad to oo out. It eould not handle (he sehi'ine that was formulated 
and eiuim iated h\ that Mini>ti\ Tliat Mini''liv eould not do many thiiigs 
as it had to work uiidei advei'.e and unta\ ouiahle (Oieuinstam e-t. Durin]/ 
tlie regime of the la^t Mini-tr\ and duiing the la-t s»*N,ion ,,t llifc A ss»*mhl V, 
luemher.s now shining in the mini^trrial ht'nehf' •‘hmie in the Oj»j) 0 ',ition 
henelu's aiol niji friend Mr Tamizmldiu Khan moved a niotioii ot thi-^ kin<l 
whi<‘h waN treated a-' a eenvure motion against tin- pievioun Ministry. My 
friend Mr. Tamizuddiu Khan wa^ ver\ loml in In^ npeeeh and t»)ok that 
Ministry to ta-k for’ not tackling the food pridilem vef\ sal i-^faetru il\ and 
from the right aiigh* ot vi‘*ion. Tlieii. Sir, in\ honoujahle friend 
ifr. Suhrawardy was ver\ loud in hi'^ ilenum iatioii of the hlm k markets and 
profiteers and we exj)e<‘ted that after the assumjilion of otliee hy these 
gentlemen there would be an iitiemi)t made at least tor improving the 
situation, if not for finding a thonuigh solution of the |irobjeni. Instead 
of the .situation being im])roved, 1 would submit to uoj. Sir, the .situation 
has gone from bad to wor->e. (Dr. Annii- Moialku Maukt Anff due to 
what?) The situation has gone from had to woio* and I shall now satisfy 
the House that the manner in whieh the preouit Ministry is pursuing its 
policy is tar from satisfactory and there is no hope that the situation will 
improve at all. 1 shall tell (he House that these Ministers do not aeriously 
mean what they say. I thought that the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddiu Khan 
and the Hon hie Mr. Suhrawanly were very serious over the food problem 
of the Province when they eoniiu jtol ied on the action of the la.st Ministry 
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during the last session. But, Sir, from their subsequent conduct and from 
the policy tliey pursue I am fully convinced that these two gentlemen shed 
only crocodile tears for the poor starving milli(»ns of the Province. Sir, 
they did not mean what they said on the flf>or of this As.semb]y, A few 
days ago, these Ministers, 1 .should say an army f»f Ministers, had a profiteer- 
ing tour witli tlieir Parliamentar\ Secretaries all over Bengal, It was not 
for ascertaining the real condition of Bengal from the standpoint of the 
food i>r()blein hut it was for receiving receptions, getting caskets and 
addresses of welcome. On tlie 5th <»f May last Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and 
Mr. Shahahinldin Itad been to my place. When I learnt that they woubl 
be going there, I invited them to dine with me while they were there. 
Mr. Shahabiiddin refused !n\ invitation on the ])lea that the Cabinet had 
taken a de<*i.sion that tlie Ministers should not dine with gentlemen in the 
mufassal ami should not take anything publiclv in the luufassal. They 
were naturally hus\ witli the to(»d problem and so b>ng as tliey c(juld not 
solve the food pnddem, they could not aecept invitations. But what did 
we see when they went to that place After finislmig the conference work 
and after they were decorated with garlands and after tlie\ had re(“eived 
addresses of welcome and after heaiing tlie sliouts of "ZnuldlKuV' in the 
evening I saw thes were taking their tea juihlicK and eating good dishes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I.h that all relevant'^ 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: It is a solution of the food 
jirohlem. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Wl.at I nnos ^iven to 
understand was that their dominant leason uus that h\ taking dishes, 
2(1 palatable dishes, they (‘r)uld find a solution of this piohlein. So. it is 
quite relevant. However. Sir, 1 leave it at that. The ]>resent Ministry lia.s 
come out with denounceineiit.s ol Idack-markets 1 ha\e got mans things 
to say aluMit hlack-markets hut due to shoitncs*. oi linu* 1 shall not refer to 
tluMii. But I sa\ most emjihatieally hlack-markets ami the ver\ worst kind 
of them do exist mainl\ at the eonnivame of the present Ministry. So far. 
Sir. about hlack-markets. 

Now, Sir, I shall take the House with me t<» the scheme formulated by 
the present Ministry uitli regard to hoarding and an attempt has just been 
made by them to solve the present pndilem by an anti-hoarding drive. But 
the farce of the anti-hoarding drive heeame apparent as soon as it (*ame to 
light that the big ri<e mugiintes of Calcutta, the big (iovernment agent.s, 
the big rice stcukists and traders were to be excluded from the o])eration of 
that dri\*e. lioreover, they have even now l>eeu given a tree band to 
purehase riee in the interior mufassal of Bengal at any jiriee the,\ like. I 
wish to lake the House with me into the interior mufas^val of Bengal in 
order to place before them the true picture ot what this anti-hoarding drive 
of Uoveriiment has done. This drive was carried out in the mufassal by 
the otficers ef Hovernment and by some (ttiicial institutions. This army of 
officers, unskilbnl. untrained and ignorant in the line and the so-called 
squad masters have had an opiH)rtuuit\ to take recourse to corruption and 
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ixribery. That these officers and s(|uad masters were utterly ignorant of 
what they were entrusted with to do be(‘ame apparent in some cases in the 
mufassal when they distributed and used wrong fonns in connection with 
thtiir work. Sir, it will be a suriJn^e to the H<mse t<» know that everyday 
five to seven hundred peoj)le a'^seiubled bet(»re the offices of the SubdivisionaJ 
Officers for taking out j)ermit^ Sir, (MHintry boats were being iletained for 
want of permits to carr\ ri(‘e. and i woubl request the Htuise to imagine the 
loss which the cargo boal> have ^uttered fnuii the ojh of June last up till 
now. Sir, the matter ua> reierre<l to (iovernnient but (lovernment reniuined 
silent. May I a^k the (iovernmeut. Sir, a'' to what they intend to lio with 
these hoats}^ Can you imagine. Sir. tor a moment that from the -3th June 
up till now they are l\ing in anchor at <lifb“rent stations while the people 
of the localities are without aiiN food whatsoever ami many of them are 
dying of “tarvatiou? Sir, the mercliants purchased tliese food-grains at 
Es. 13 or K". 1<> per mauud and they were t<» take them to deficit ureas in 
Dac(‘a and in the subdivi>ions ot ^^adaripur ami (miuIuikIo. Sir, if during 
the present detention ot these boats priies <-oine down what will be the 
effect ot that fall in prn-es ujMm the trailers!^ 

Now. Sir. I come to the (piesti<m whether there is t'xi'ess of food in 
Bengal or whether there is s)i,,iiage Sir, so far as the anti-hoarding drive 
is com eriied it was duci ttMl not against the cajiitalist hoarders and big rice 
liealei's but it was diici ted onK against the poor cultivators and growers 
and housc-lndders m the inteiior imilassal Ami just before this debate 
commenced we hinc hcanl from tlo- Hon’ble Minister in (diargc of Food 
that the leport has tnim- that there i- «leficit in the Province. Ma_\ 1 ask 
tlie Hon’ble Minister To explain as to liow be could tliink of launching an 
anti-hoarding drive iij»on the assumption that there was no shortage ^ Sir, 
the Hon'ble Mini.ster waxed t*lo(|m-iit in seaxm and out of season on the 
((Uestion of lioarded iicc which was i(*sj>onsihle bu the pre,m*ut scar(‘ity, and 
1 h' (»wes an explanation the House as ti> his assumption that there was 
hoarded rice m the Province Now that his j»-| fheor\ of hoanliiig being 
responsible for the j>rescnt sufferings of the pe<qdc having been e.\j)b>d(*d, 
will he now come (»ut with a < iit-and-dried s< heme as to what he proposes 
tu ilo in the present circuiiistahcos But, Sir. instead of jilanning any 
scheme for the immediate future he ha*^ again come out with high liopes 
about the next bumper <///.< and onuin ciops. 71ns shows that he is incapable 
of doing aii\ tiling f(»r the starving jicojde ex<ept giving them high hopes. 
But, »Sir, even in the matter <d the next aun and (iinnu crop he is hopelessly 
ignorant of the actual state of affairs in the countryside. Even the 
prospects of the next and antnn harvest is very gloomy. In flie low^er 
hil areas in my part of the Provim-,- which grow nun paddy, if was impo.v 
sible to have proper sowings in the sowing season whicli began in the first 
week of March last due to heavy rains which caused flooding. The fields 
are still under water and no s<uvings are possible. This is the condition 
with regard to the cultivation fd nun padd\. So far as other areas are 
concerned, the sowing sea.son conituenced in the beginning of April Iwit due 
to want of rains sowings were late but immediately after the sowing came 
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in floorl-wafer wlinh submerged the plants. AVhen this is the position in 
the rouijtrv‘<i{le, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has come out with lii^h hopes 
about the next tius crop . 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: n do hope that the honour- 
able member i** not ascribing the failure ol hum and <immi crops to political 
reasons. 

Mr. 8HAM8UD01N AHMED KHONOKAR: With regard to ama?i 
haivest, Sii, it is now t{»o early to expeet aiiNthing 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why are you going into the future which has 
nothing to do with the subjoct-matter <»t the present debate? Let us all 
lio])e tliat we will liave better crop this year. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I have been dealing with 
this ])oint because the present jmlicy of tlie Government has been launched 
on the assum])tion (d a bumi)er aus and nniun crop this year. 

Then, Sir, there has been a terrible cattle ej)idemic in the mufassal. 
The cattle epidemic lias caused a hav<*c in four tbana" of Mudaripur 
subdivision and in some pait-s <d‘ ibtkarganj 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kbomlkai, ma\ I just remiml you tliar the 
question of cattle e])ideinic is not ijuite relevant to the jiresent debate. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I have referred to 
cattle ejiidemic because I want to ^how to the House that due to very heavy 
loss of cattle the ( ii ow-Moi e-Food campaign is iiound to tail. In some 
parts oi Faridpur district, a> m> tnend, Mr. Suicndra Xath Biswa^, will 
War me out, peo}de could not even plough thcii lands tor '(Fftnl ot cuttle, 
but Govt’^rnimuit <lid md caie to btdp the ]u*op)e to ]iur{dia’*e cattle from 
other places b\ lending them mone\ in the ^ha}>e either ot agricultural loan 
or loan trom co-operative societies. 

Then. Sir, for want of food-grains the poor cultivators have already 
eaten uj) tfieir seed-grains and unlcs^ and until suj)pl\ (d seed-grains is 
available fnun (tovernment there will no sowing of paddy in many parts of 
the l*rovinee. Cioies ot rupee.", 1 understand, has been ])n>vided in the 
Bmlget tor the supply ot seed-grains but altliough t\ii> is ilie middle of 
July, no aitioii has been taken b\ Government for tlie >upply ot seed- 
grains, Tlie sowing season is just expiring in man\ districts and in others, 
espeidally in Bakurganj which is a one-crop district growing am/tn paddy, 
sowing season has already begun. Xo distribution of seeds or money for 
that purpose will la* effective and will do any good to the country unless 
it is takeu in band immediatajy. Sir, seeds are being puri'hased and are 
being distributed through Government official agency. We have tha agency 
of departmental demonstrators whose posts are temporary and who are 
drawing a salary of Ks. 2r» a month. This is the manner in which the 
Gro1t“More Food Campaign is carried on by this Ministry. This Grow 
More Fut’M tlampaign has failed. 
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Then, Sir, I have already drawn attention to the policy of Oovernment 
against the big hoarders and big traders and agents of Government. These 
agents have been advanced crores of rupee*i by (lovernment without any 
interest for purchase of food'^tiiff and things are not better in any way. 
With this policy this Minisfry cannot expect to imjuove the food situationv* 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I formally move m\ motion that 
this Assembly is of opinion that the continued deternuution in tlie ft>od 
situation and the jjrolongcd suffering of the ]ieo]de foi Want of food evidence 
the failure of the (Tovernnient to tackle the food ]»roblem in tin* 1‘iovince. 
And this Assembly condemns the (iovernment’s tailure in arranging proper 
supply of food to the people and urges the ( J<ivcrumcnt to declare Hengal 
as a famine area so as t<t take upon themselves the full responsibility for 
feeding the entire p(t]niiution. 

Sir, line ^rf:i | ^ vf/) 7 ^ ( ommuniquo 

i t':-! 'srr^fnyjT 

oi deficit *r^rfT. ^,71 ^tcsTrcnt. 

-Ttrsf if.7HfP fwr&is; I 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sii. on behalf <d the |»oor people 
of this Province who cannot afloid to purchase* iice at tlu' prohibitive price 
nt)w prevailing throughout the pKtvince. I beg to move tliat tins As.s|^mhlv 
is of opinion that (iovernment should immediaieU pjoinulgaie an (*r<ler 
under the Defence of India Kules to <-oiili<d tlie ma\mnim piu'«*.s <d llie 
existing paddy and rict‘ and also (d the coming crop of padd\ in order tt> 
bring down those prices to a level approaidialde b\ the po(»r section of tin* 
peu]de of the Province. 

Sir, 1 thinly; 1 .shall not be able to sa.\ an_\ thing new us to liou the jieojde 
of our Province are suffering tor want (d food caused b\ ibeir in«biht> to 
purchase paddy aii<l rice at jiroliibitive prices 'I'he Ilon'blc Mr. Sulirawardy 
in his written statement has said that he has been able to build up small 
stocks of paddy and nee all over the Province and intends to sidl that pndHv 
at Ks. 9 per maund and lice at Us. fo, but be cannot sav that with that 
stock he will be able to meet tlie demand of ])add\ ami lice of all the people 
of this Province, lie lias left the lest of the .supjd> to the trade, but unf>)r- 
tunately be has not mentioned what juices the tiade will bf* enlitleil to 
demand. 

Sir, far back in December la.st when the jire.sent jiaddv crojt was being’ 
harvested, I put up a projmsal before the then <i<*verniiient for taking stock 
of the food and of controlling the price,*.. But for some reason or other the 
last Ministry could not |)erhuade the authorities to do so. Although 
apparently they were the authoritie.s but for practical purjames the authorities 
were iwjmebody else and those authorities could not }>e persuaded to agree 
to the taking of stock of the entire rice and paddy then existing in this 
Province. Had such stock-taking taken jilace at that time, then, Sir, I am 
suits such a catastrophe would not have fallen. Bengal would ther^uive 
been known to be a deficit Province, the deficit being of f %ery %igb 



308 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


[12th July, 


percentage, and it would have been diflScult to rob Bengal of her paddy 
and rice. That was the reason why the authorities did not like that the 
stock of paddy should be taken. Now when much of the paddy and rice 
had been exported out of Bengal and every union had been suffering from 
serious shortage f)f food the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawii^dy came out to take 
the stock. A cruel joke indeed! It i.s clear that he did not intend to take 
the stock of food. His real intention wa*. to further drive the food out of 
rural Bengal. 1 should congratulate Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy for his 
tiaving successfully driven out food of the rural area.s. It is in his own 
writing — in his statement he sa>.s that alnuit 80 to 00 lakhs of maunds of 
paddy and rice were .sold In the rural stpckists just before the drive started. 
May 1 know, where ha.s that paddy and rice gone? Mr. Suhrawardy says; 
Before even the drive started persons who held stocks actually sent for their 
poorer neighbours and lent them sufficient (juantities of rice and paddy. 
The situation was immediately eased and grain began to flow f)nce more 
into the market and persons who could not ])rocure food were enabled to 
purchase rice in the market. 

Sir, there are rejiresentatives oi rural areas in this House. I am asking 
each and every one of the repre.sentatives of rural areas who are sitting 
here whether they sub.scribe to the statement which has been circulated. 
((Vies of “Yes” “Yes” from (Tovernment benche.s ) Yes, because you will 
blindly follow him and because it is \(mr ])art\ siutement. But. Sir, I am 
sure — and I can give evicbmce. if necessarv, — that the major ([uantity of 
this paddy and rice which had been s(dd by the rural stockists out of panic 
just before this drive started were purchased h\ merchants whom some of 
my friends have iiame<l as Ispahaiiis, Shaw Wallaces and the like. When 
food w’as rt‘(|uired to b<‘ imjiorted. food was thus diiven out of the rural areas 
by this drive. What was the result ? For a few da> s only while the panicky 
sale was going on. the price of ric'c* came down by two to three rupees per 
maund. but as soon as food was taken out of the rural areas, the prices 
again shot up and now the price-level in rural areas higher than that in 
Calcutta. That is the position 

Now, Sir, if the (Government want the jioor j)eo])le to live, if they want 
that the poor people should be able to purchase rice and get their food, 
then they must control the prices and reduce the ]>rices to .i level approach- 
able by the poor peo])le. t>r. if the lloirble Mr. .Suhrawardy wants to 
adjust his halance-sheet of demand and sujiply, as mentioned in his written 
statement, hy refusing supplies to the poor i)e(»p]e. because the poor people 
cannot purchase rice at the prevailing prohibitive price, let him say .so or 
instead of saying that even, let him pass an ordinance ordering that the 
poor people be shot to death because they have no right to exist. Either 
you shoot them down ti> ileatb or you must provide some measures by 
which these poor people ma> be enabled to get their rice. By these poor 
people I mean not only the poor agriculturists and the poor labourers but 
also a large st>ction of the middle class people without any distinction of 
Cftite or creed or coiumuiiit> . Today even a middle class family whose income 
is Rs. 100 per mouth is unable to carry on. I ask the members of this 
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Hohm how many middle class families earn Rs. 100 a month. Yet take 
the case of the head of a family whose income is Rs. 100 a month. The 
average monthly requirement of a fannly is at least three maunds of rice. 
If he has to purchase three maunds of rice t«ula\ , he has to spend Rs. 100 
on ‘rice alone. Where is the money left to purchase'^ the other essential 
requirements of his family? He has struggled hard all these montlit. 
Today he is absolutely lielpless. Sir, the situation has come to such a pa.Hs 
that some steps must he immediately taken to reduce the prices of foo<l. 
The Hon’ble Minister should not be content b\ merely saying that he will 
sell the small stock of ri(‘e in hi> hand at Rs. lo j)er inauml. That is a drop 
in the ocean. Tlie only little ijuantity of rice still available is with the 
trade. But he has left the trade free and he has left the price of rice, so 
far as the trade is concerned, to the law of demand and supply. The supply 
being .shorter than the demand, tlie trade lias raiseil the price ami is not 
expected to bring it down out of its own a<‘cnrd. J would ask the Hoirblc 
Minister to con.sider tlie fact that the trade will not reduce the price unless 
it is forced by law to do .so. Therefore. I want that soim* legislative 
measures should inimediatel\ be ad(»pted to reduce the price. 

Then, Sir. I submit that tlie price control .should he extemled to the 
coming padd\ also. I am sure that a.s s(»on as ni*xt aus crop comes to the 
inark(‘t that cnq) aUo will >ell at the prevailing high rate. When the amuii 
crop will be liarve.sted then that crop also will .sell at the prevailing high 
price if the pi ice i> noi conirollod I feel. Sir. that tocluy no Ministry, no 
power on earth can ^olve ilte food problem in aii\ I'ountry. Kver.\ country 

has tor a long time been in deficit ot fraid thcr and above that, the W'ar 

demands for foo<l have made the jMisilion worsi* So long as there is war 
there will he a large demand for war ])urposes on the food-slufVs of every 
count r\ Tlie t<iod rtMjUired foi civil pojiulation is bound t<i tall short in 
evei> coiintrv. And that has been the position in Bengal also Hut I 

would a^'k the House to cf)nsi<l(*r this that *<0 long as thiuc is jic«* available 

in a shop wdiy is it that we shall have to j*urcha.se it at Rs. do per miiund ? 
A very few are in a iMj^ition to puicha'‘e at lis. ‘{'1 hut that does m»f s(dve 
the prolilem. You have lo consider the case of the vast majority of people 
to whom the price is ])rfd)ibiti\e 1 would a^k the Hon’ble Minister to 
seriously cunsiiler their case. 

A que.stion may, howe\er. ari.se: if \ou contnd tlie price there will he 
a black market. Will the Hon’ble Minister not say that he has been able 
by his food drive to have control over the hoaid? I am sure he will say ho. 
He will say tliat he ha.s already got a niachiner\ to control the hoard. Then 
where Ls the difficulty in controlling the price? 

Then, Sir, I would like to criticise the steps token by the food drivers 
in rural areas. The Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy appeulwl to our mmieyed 
countrymen l)Oth in the urban and rural areas to co-operate with the Govern- 
ment hy coming forward to help the people with supplies of food-stuffii at 
cheap rates. I know of many countrymen of our.n who have been helping 
the poor people. I shall now tell the House how they have been ill-treated 
by the £ood-<lrivers. 1 shall cite the case of one gentleman. He' U Bei 
21 



310 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


[12th July, 


Satish CbarKlra Chauclhuri Bahadur of Mymensingh. He is known to ^nany 
memberH of this House. He had purchased several thousands of maunds 
of paddy long before the Hon’ble Minister issued his appeal or started the 
drive and at a time when paddy was selling at Rs. 9 to Rs. 9-12. He pur- 
chased that paddy selling it at Rs. 8 to the poor people. The quantity 
of paddy which was in stock after being sold at that cheap rate has been 
seized and requisitioned. Then again, Sir, he has got a charitable dispen- 
sary in his village within Tangail subdivision. He stocked some rice for 
the consumption of the inmates of that hospital. That rice had been 
previously seized and requisitioned by the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail 
about a month or so ago. The Rai Bahadur thereui)fm approached the Sub- 
divisional Officer and represented that the rice was necessary for the inmates 
of the hospital. The Subdivisional Officer then enquired and found the 
representation to be true and accordingly released that rice. But, Sir, 
again that very rice has been seized and requisitioned hy the same Subdivi- 
sional Officer in the (‘oiir.se of the food-drive. tMr. Audulli-Al M.\hmood: 
Sir, he should not be allowed to say things which aie not correct.) If my 
honourable friend wants (‘vi<lence J can read out paragrajihs from the written 
statement filed by the Rai Bahadur, in the conit i>f that Sulidivisional 
Officer. 1 have got tl^t document with me and it js here. 1 can read 
out what I have sai<]. I am not in the habit (d ‘'a\inf’ untrue or irrelevant 
thing.s. No^’, Sir. 1 ask -was it foi such treatment that tlie Hon'lile 
Minister wanted the co-opeiation of our hene^oh‘nt country men I want 
a rejily. AVitli regard to the food <lrive I \\ish to sa\ ‘something else. My 
honourable friend Bai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri ha'- comjilained that the 
Food Minister has not submitted the much ailveitised bal.tnce "lieet of the 
re([uirements and available stock befoie the Houst* tor scTUtin,\. 1 want to 
know here and now from the lloirble Minister uhethci he is j>repared to 
do so. I am sure he is not. because he is not in a position to teed the j>eople 
of Bengal. If he is not, then he should confess without any hesitation 
that lie has failed to .s<dve the problem. H<* should, therefore ask the 
members representing all groups, to join him and evolve a formula as to 
bow to solve this piaddem. With whatever <iuantit,\ ol }>add\ and rice we 
may start, we must evolve a formula as to how to give equitable supplies 
to our poor jieojde. But thaf is not ]>os.sib]e \Mthout .in all-part\ Ministry, 
because a party Ministry will md dare do man} things out of fear of being 
thrown out, although those things may be urgently ami t*ssentially necessary 
to be done. 

There is another point and that is the “(Trow-more-ftnMr* campaign on 
which I want to speak. As Bengal stands in need of more food. I suggest 
that it .should be announced by the (tovernment that for the next year no 
jute should be grown on any land other than those lands on which no other 
crop except jute can be grown. Sir, if the (lovernment promulgate such 
an order, they will be able to get about 4o lakhs of acre- of la ml fre^' for 
paddy cultivation, and that will bring additional bTo lakhs of maunds of 
paddy to this Pnivince. I am talking about this very seriously. I am a 
member of the Jute Advisory Board and I know how the resolutions of the 
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members of the Jute Advisory Board are set at uaught by the Government 
at the instance of the higher authorities and uls<i of the Government Jute 
Expert. I know that expert otficer. He know^ nothing about jute. He 
was asking me the other day “tell me how many s^^ers make a maund’* 
(laughter 1 . 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to seriously consider this 

question. If more food is to be grown (iovernment should proinulgate an 
order directing the jule-growers not to grow jute on an> land other than* 
lands on wdiich nothing hut jute can he grt»wn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope >(»ii will not take niucl> more time of the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr Speaker, if >ou so desire I 
may stop now. 

1 would now (liaw the attention oi the Fotal Minister to another point 
only. He has stated that in onlei to Innld up stocks in the rural area he 
will r«*quisitinn ‘Jo pei cent ol iKe stock whndi will be found to be above 
d(Hl maiinds At oiu* jdace he Jin'* said dIMi mauiids and at another place he 
has said 40(1 imuiiids. Ma> 1 a^k the H<tn‘ble Minister to (‘Xplaiu from 
whose stock he will recjiiisition ihis small stock!'' Is it from the agricul- 
turists and the houstdioldei s or from the traders)' It appears that he has 
left the trade fr»*e lie has s;nd tliat he will seiz»> and leciuisition the ‘dock 
of the tiadeis onl> it the\ vndale tin* conditions of licenci*. How w’ill he 
then build up the stocks!' It seems to me that he* will try to build up niocka 
by taking the nee (d the jmor househ(dd<Ts and agriculturists. His over- 
2 eal(Mis f ood-dn vrfs ha\c alr<*ad\ dcuie so to earn the approbation of the 
Food Minister and to g<‘t rewards. It is regretable that >et (he Hotrble 
Mr. Suhrawaid.N e.\ult> in liaMiig succeedecl in his food drive. ith ibese 
words, 1 beg to commend ni> motion t<> the acceptance of the House. 

Adjoumimnt. 

The House was then ad|ounied at j> m. till ]).m, on Tuesday, 
the Idth .Inl>. DMd, at the Assembly House, f aboitta. 
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Proceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Attembly aatembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935^ 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calrutta, on Tuesday, the 
13th July, 194 : 3 , at 3-dO p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sykd Xatsher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 104 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which cMral answers were given) 

Appointment cf Aooountant in Mymensingh Collectorate. 

*57. Mauivi ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: (./) Will the Hon ble 

Miidsier in charge of the Revenue DepurtmeMt be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that an employee in the Alipore Collc(torate has been apjiointed 
by the Collector of Mymensingh as the Accountant of the Mymensingh 
Collectorate ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor 

(c) Is it a fact that two of the thiee selection giade post> at Mymen- 
eiiigh are at pre.sent held by Caste Hindus!" 

((/) Whether in making the appointment existing communal representa- 
tion was taken into consideration!*' 

MINISTER in chargs of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bic 
Mr. TaraK Nath Mukerjea): (// ) and (r ) Yes. 

(h) Owing to [wuicity of suitable clerks in the HuiH^rioi scale ot the 
Mymensingh Collectorate fit for ap|H)intment as Accountant it was con- 
sidered necessary to recruit one tiom elsewhere. 

(d) The Communal Ratio Rule.s do not a[)pl\ tf) [)i omotion.s. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (/>), v^ill 
the Hon’ble Minister be plea.se<l t(» state whether (invernment have made 
any definite rules as to the suitabilit.x cf a <andidate for promotion in the 
Selection tirade!' 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER 1 IEA: I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: ill the Hoirble Minister be pleased 

to state whether (ioverument made any attempt whatsoever to find out suit- 
able clerks even from the adjoining districts of Dacca and Faridpur before 
coming to Alipore y 

Tba Hon’bM Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The selection was 
made by the Collector, and I urn not aware whether any suitable candidate 
lias available in other neighbouring districts. 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be plensetl 
to state t^hether in the ca<e> of promotions tlie <|uestion of seniority alone 
is taken into cousi(ierati(»n or any <>tlier t|uestion i> taken into consideration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Both seniority and 
efficiency are taken into conMderation. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the ilon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether tliere not a ‘»in^-le etticient clerk in the wliole of (he 
Mymensini^di ('olle('torate to lie proniu(e<l to the Selection (irmlef 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not iiossible for 
me to answer that (plot ion. As I have alrea(l\ .ntalinl. (he (’olleclor has 
made the selection. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reterence to answer (o ) and (r), 
will the Hon'lde Mini'^tei he pleased tit •itatc* whether lie is aware of the 
fact that all the three Selection (iiadc appointinent> aie held hy Hindus ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With H'teience to answer (A), will 

the HoiritJe Minister he ple.i-e.l to consi<)ei the desirahihf y of askin^f the 
(’ollectoi to rei>oit a*, to wheihei lie made an\ eiiijiinv tit find out if (here 
was an\ snitalile caiKlitlate in the M \ niensin}j;-|i t oDectorah* or in any of 
the ( ollectoiate' ot thi* ad |oi limbi' districts^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A itp it was railed 

for. and the aiisw ei is f here. 

Mauivi ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: Will the ilon'hle Minister ho 

]t!(‘a,sed to st.ite wlielhto aii\ attempt was made to find out aii> suitaltlo 

Muslim ('undidate liom ans olhei distnet in Iteii^^all' 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I have already 
answered that (piestion. f am not aware whether (lie ( ojleclor made any 
.such attempt. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that tie* powei of selection for jiromoiion 
lies oiil\ with the huai ant }ionti(*s •' 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In (he ease of smaller 
appointments, ^^enerally the -elei tion is made h\ the local authorities 
concerned. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleatied to state whethei it is a fact that nejiotism and favouritism are wime- 
tinies tlu* most imjiortant criteiia tor the #*fficieiic\ of a candidate for 
promotion Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I di.sallow that question. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Alipore clerk was promoted to the Selection Qrad^ lo 
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•the Mymensinprh Tollectorate on the report of the Collector of Mymensingh 
•or was the man trau.sferred from Alipore to Mymen.singh on the report of 
somebody else? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will Oie Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Muitu})ility of a candidate is decided by any test or on mere 
recommendation ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: So far a» I am aware 
in mtikinjr these ap{)oiiitments merit us well as seniority is taken into 
consideration. 


Mre Ji Ne GUPTA: Sir, mv (iiiestion has not b(‘en properly answered'. 
My question is whether suitability is decided by a test or only on the remarks 
made by the recoinineinling authority y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the Iepl\ he ha^ j^-iven. I cannot conqiel him 
to give any other reply; you may not be sati«.fied. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon'hle Minister he jileased to stati* 
whether the selection was done 1)\ test^ 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I do not (piite under- 
stand what the honourahh* memher means hy “test”. As I have already 
stated, both merit and seniority aie taken intf» consideration. 


Clerks in the Dinajpur Colleotorate. 

•58. Mr. 8YAMAPRA5AD BARMAN: Will the Hon’hle Munster in 
charge of the Uevenue Dejiartment he pleased to stale— 

(n) the numher »)l the c lerks that are at prc'soiit serving in the 
Dinajpur ( ollertorate ; 

(6) the iiumhei ot appointiiients made in the different grades of the 
Ibnajpur ( olleetorate siiue the entoicement ot the Communal 
Ratio Rules; * 

(r) the number ot these ap|H)intinen!s given to — 

(!> Caste Hindus, 

(‘Jl Muslims, and 

(-ti Scheduled Castes; and 

((/) whether the Coininunal Ratio Rulc^ have been observed in the 
case of the appointment ot Scheduled ('asies!-' 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: tuj IJl). 

(/f) Lower grade — 1, 

Sul>-grade — lo. 

Temporary — od. 

(e) {D Five apinuntments in the sub-graile and Hi temporary' appoint- 

meak. 

(2) One apimintment in the lowei grade, eight in the sub-grade anil 
Bf temporary appointments. 
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(3) Two appointiueuts in the sub-piude and eijfht teni})orary appoiiil- 

ments. 

(d) Yes. 

EmiMoymants in the War Supply Seotion of the Induetriee Departmant. 

*99. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the llon hle Minister ia 
chargee of the C'oiumerce, Lahour aiul linluHiries Depurtineiit lu* pleased to 
fitate — 

(a) the niiinher of eiMploymentH in the War Supjily Section of tho 
Departinenf <»f Industries siio e it is ojHMied : 

(h) the ]>ay ot the dift'erent posts: 

(<’) the nuinher <d them that are (1 i Muslims and (‘Jt Scheduled ('utites; 
and 

(d) the pa\ of the posts held h\ them 'r 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) I 

The member is referr«Ml to the repl\ given to starred (juestion No. vS8 on the 
22nd March. V.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ifoirblo 
Minister be phsised to state wheilier he Indils the same view as thiit con- 
tained in the reph :*' 

The Hon’bte Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It m not a ([uestion of 
opinion. Sir, but a (juestion of fact Tbe matter is receiving my attention 
and consideration. 

War contractors under the Department of Industrioa. 

*00. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the lion'ble Minister in 
charge of the CommeKe, Lalsnir and Indusiiies Depaitment Ik* pleased to 
state — 

(d) the numher of (ontra<tors u(>rking in the Department ol Industries 
*iince the l>eg inning (d tlie ^^ar, 

(h) their names; and 

(c) the amount of (ontra< t gi\en to ear h ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Tho memlsr is referred to 
the reply gi\eu to starred (jue.'*tion No. 88 on the 22nd March, 1943. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which were laid on the Ubie) 

Appointment of Legal Remembranoor. 

20. Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN: Will th.. Hon’hle Mininter in charge 
of the Home ( Apimintment j Department he pleased to state — 

(iii who is the present incumbent of the ]hM of I.egal Kemembrancer; 
Bengal, and when was he apirointed to this post; 
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(h) who is responsible for the selection of the present incumbent; 

(r) w’as the Hon’ble Minister in charge consulted before the selection 
was made ; 

(d) has the appointment been made against the advice or recommenda- 

tion pf the Minister in charge ; 

(e) have the claims of any other officer senior to the present incumbent 

been superseded in effecting the appointment; and 

(/) what are tlie considerations uhicli liave led to the selection of the 
present incumbent y 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimutfdin) : (O) Mr. W. Met'. Sharpe has been officiating 

in the post since the 2btb September, ]t)42. 

{h) to (/) The attention of the bonoiiralde Uiemfier is invited to eec- 
of the ( lovcrniiKMit of India Act and to the statements made 
by two Ilou’blc Ministers in this House rin tlie ‘27tli February last. 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVitb iett*reii(‘c to aii'^uer {h) tr> (/), do 
this (iovcrninent subscribe to the views exprc'.scd ]i\ the )»revious (iovern- 
meut, namely, that a great ron;» was <l(mc in icjecting tlieir reconimimda- 
tion that the senionnost oHicer who was an Indian s)i(»uld be appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ]>icMnus M inistrv never 

exprcss<*d aii\ o|)iiiion that a jinsil in.|Ustice uas done 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I undoisunid ihat there was no 

expression ot ojiinion ot tlo' tlien MinisKo that the lejectum ot tlieir 
recommendation was ies(*tite<l tf»y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tliere Ma«» no siicii statement made 
by the then II (tn’lde Minist»*r. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will In* kindly look into the file and 
jead from it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There no hie hen 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the (Tovernmeiit consider the 
desirabilit\ ot reopening the (juestioii and ot lenninating the present 
officiating arrangement l>v appointing the sennirmost ofheer tii the post? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; The then Hon’ble Minister ill 
charge of the .Indicia! Department then iiiaile it clear that this appointment 
r\as made by Ills K\celleuc\ in bis individual judgment. 

Unstarrad Question No. 30, 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN : For some unavoidable 
reasons the Hon’ble Minister is absent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is held over. 
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Election of Sherpur Municipality in Myrnentingh. 

31. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymeneingti) : {a) Will the Hon'ble 

Micister in charge of the Public Health uml I>ocjil Self-doverument Depart- 
ment be pleUvsed to state — 

(i) the (late on which tht* tdeciion of the Sherpur Municipality in 

M\mensingh was due: and 

(ii) whether the ele(tion was liostpontMl h\ a (Ion ernin<*nt (irder after 

four coniiMissiniHUs ni AVaicK Nt)^ J and o were cleclared duly 
elected 'f 

(b) If M), will the Hon'l)le Ministtu he jileased to state — 

(t) whether sitting (’haiiinaii aiol Vi< e-( 'hainuan of that Municipality 
are zemindars ot Sherpui town: 

(ii) whether ( love! ninent are cons|<hMing the desirability of - 

tl' witlnlra w in;: the order ot posiponenient . »» 

{ 2 } holding ele, (ion of lemaining other wards within Marche 
Ibbb 

(di w}i(‘thei the (’olleMnr was (onsult^sl ladoie ]>oj^t|K>nement of 
elec t ion. and 

(4) whetlo'r Iresh nomination papers shall liaNe to b(‘ tilt'd by 
candidateH jj tht* election iv not held Nvithin Mandi, Ptldl' 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): i/> iith N<»\einbei, ptlJ. 

ill) Yes. 

(b) (/) Yes. 

{ ii ) (1) The ord(‘r (d jiosipcniement was witlnlrawri h\ ( io\ ernnoMit oir 
the loth Kebruarv. PMd 

The elections in tlie remaining wanU were Indd on the drd Jurie> 

im. 

(d) No. 

(4) The jKKstponed ele» tons wer<‘ tontiuued from the stage at wliieh 
they were suspended and fresh nomination of t andidates was not neti'ssiiry. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will tl.e Ibm'ble Minister please state 
whether he has receiveil any representation frrnii the rntepa\(‘rs of the 
Sherpur MunicijialitN regarding re«listributif»n of wards in that munieip.ility 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMED: Y.s 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI; Wliat was the nature of tlie represeuta* 
tion received from the ratepaNers-' 

Khan. Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMED: Tlie representation was for 

ledistribution of the wards in the munieipalil \ . 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Hon ble Minister jileuse state 

whether elections were hebl rm the basis of the old wards or the new)^ 
redistributed wards? 
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Khifi Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Old wards. 

Bibu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon^hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether Ooverninent is prepared to enquire into the complaints made 
against the Sherpur Municipalitj^? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; As the election has already been 
hold, Government rloes not think it de.-.irable to make any enquiry at 
present. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Are Government satisfied that the com- 
plaints were baseless or wrong or improperly 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED : There was no .substance in the 
complaints. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (lu(.'S), 
will the Hf)?ri)ie Minister please state why the Collt'clor was not consulred 
before the order of postponement wa.^ passed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; Tin then H<m 1 le Minister on 
receiving the^ representutifui from tlit* Caste Hindu latepayers postponed the 
election witlouit consulting the (’(diectoi 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Ho n hh' Minister please state 
whether Government came to the coiiclu-'ion that there was no substance 
in the c<unplaint without making an> en(iuir\ into the matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The h.cal r^Hicers reported that 
there was no real grievance (d' the ratepayers Mith reterenc(‘ to the election 
result of the previous terms. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Am 1 to understand that (iovernment 
accepted the local otti(*ers’ \ieu.s against whom complaints were made? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: For the time being, Govern- 

menl have accepted the report <»f tin* local oHiceis. 

Extension of time for the submission of report of the Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. before you proceed, 1 have gi>t to mention about three 
Bills that are pending f>»r the suhnnssion of report by the Select Committee. 
The.««e are the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1!G(). the Bengal I*ure 
Food Bill, HGI), and the Bengal Village Sclf-Goveriiiueut Bill, H40. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: t)n a pidnt of order. Sir. What U 
this new thing coming in ? 

nit Non’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: This is 
only for extension of lime. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That must he given notice of. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I understaml he i8 applying to the House for extension 
of time for Milniiitting the Select Committee Report. The last date fixed 
fot* subigitting the Report in this Hoii>e has expired and so he is applying 
for leave. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 have .something to submit to you 
before you give \our ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to any ruling, i am making u 
statement of facts as I have been able to umlerstainl Now T understand 
the practice liitherto followed has been that if the House is in scs.^ion, then 
this matter come> u]) before the House without there lautig anything on the 
order paj>er. After (jiiestioti time the Ministei in charge who is generally 
the ( hairman of the Select (’ommitiee stamls up aiul asks foi' leave. That 
ha.s been the practice followed all along If the House is not in session, 
then the Speaker h\ an atlmitnsf rat ive order extemU the time. That has 
been the piactiee I am told ami in |)uisuanee of ib.ii praetim* 1 understand 
the Hon'lde Khan Hahadur dal.iluddin Ahmad. Minister in iduirge of the 
ijocal Self-t iovei nment Jtepailmenl. has been asking tor leav<* in lespect 
of three Hills. That is the position l)i San\al, ha\e you ^ot an\ thing 
t(> s{l\ 't 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir I submit that the Rules of 
Husines.. (d the .\sscinhl\ do not pinvide toi suidi sutprises. \\ henever 
there is aii\ Jiiteiition of ( ro\ eninmiit to have ariN niotioji hrought up before 
the House, that will havi* to be dul\ gi%eu notice ol The notii'e mav be 
short In \oui discriMion \ mi (an ac'ci'pt sbort notua*. I do not disjuito 
that, hut in aii\ case there must he a notice <d an\ motion that is coming 
up. KxcejO motions ot the (diaracter of uni\i*rsall'k maepted motions for 
obituarx mdne or things like that whieli (amie up at vmy short iiotic'*. all 
motions must he placed in the imMiiheis’ hands l>e}ore tlms aif» called U]>on 
to give their impiession or ojunioii or veidii’t on such motions. 

With regard to this partnular nmtmn, wc have \eiv seiious objection. 
The po.sjtion is this The House ivxo yeais ago was (amhonted witli a piece 
of legi.sIaTioii relating to an aim'iidment of the ( ah ulta Munif’i|iu} Act and, 
Sir. very seiious objections \ver<* then taken even to the iiittfMjuction of tliut 
legislation. Thereattei a .Select ( (unmittee was ap[»oini(*d with a s[»ecific 
dirction given to it tliat within a jiarticular date the Stdect f ommitiee must 
finish its labours and (amie hef(»re tlie Ibmse. A new Ministry came into 
office thereafter. The Select Committee. 1 presume, did not meet and, Sir, 
this House. sr» far as this Hill was (onceriied, had no indieati(m of any 
intention of the last (jovernment to pnaeed witli that measure. The Hill 
was dead. After the apixuntment of llie Select < ommittee, tw'o complete 
66S.sions — -T think imue tlian two — (d the House l^eie held thereafter and in 
regard to Hills in tlie con.sideratiou .stage the rule is that it the im»ver «»f a 
Bill does not continue the Hill for two ses«^jons. the Hi)! autoiiialically stands 
dead. In view (d that I think theie must 1h* some rojtice before we cuii take 
up an important matter like this. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will he useless waste of time if we go on 
like this. AW have got a very important matter before the House. AA^'e 
may take up this matter tomorrow. ‘ ' 

Point of Personal Explanation. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

On a jaiint (jf persona! explanation. Sir. 1 am very sorry that T 'lid not 
know that the House would iiit^ foilay at 3-3(1 ]).m. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Your (juestion has been held over. 

Special Motions on Food Situation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let U‘' now proeee<l with the resolutions. All the 
resolutions have now been move<l. They are now o]>pn to discussion. 
Mr. Dattii. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. S])eaker. Sir, this is a matter 
which has tur/ied (»ut to be ver\ serious. I teallx <lej»recate the sjiirir of 
complacencv (hat is to be found in the statement submitted hy the Hon'ble 
Alinister in (diarge of Civil Supplies. IL* is nf o))inioii that the ste])s that 
he has taken from time to time have aneste<l tin* deteiKuation at the mo.st 
ciueial moment. 1 suhmit. Sir, that it is not a tael that the deterioration 
has iu'en arresttal — — 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: l'h<* Hon ”lde Minister in charge 
is not here and, I think (lie House shouhl a^\all the jdeasui(‘ (d his arrival. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T think sfniiehndx tds(* js u. itching tilt' procet-dings 
of the House. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN: Sn. he Is \ei\ busy in 
dealing with an iinjautuni business 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I submit. Sir, tliat the situation 
has lu*en deteriorat ing and (b*(eriorating eve!\ day. s<> mueh so that at 
present the real pi( ture of the situation has leil been t»dd and is nor before 
the Hon'ble Minister. I am afraid that he is mU alive to the gravity of 
the situation. 1 eome from the district id ripjiera. and I know the situa- 
tion that is prevailing in the Chittagong Division. Sir, deaths mo meurring 
in the ilistriet (d 'rijiiieru. There h.i'i been a large influx (d jieojde from 
the (listriit of Xmikhali — male, temale and ehildren. They are all starv- 
ing. They have got no Hesh in their body. The skin has stuck to the bone. 
Keally it is painful to look at the condition of the people; especially, at 
the Akhaurn Station people are d\ing in great numbers. It is impo.ssible 
to give the figure, hut it is a faid that theN are dying not «»nly hy hundreds 
but by thousands. Day before \esterdav we found in the paper that the 
Bnr Anssociation of Hhola in the district of Barisal has telegraphed that in 
Bhola sulxlivision of the liarisal district people are d\ing by thousands. 
This is the situation. It seems to me that the spirit of complacency that 
u to be found in the statement does not give the real picture of the situation. 
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Tbeii, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in eharjre t>f ('ivil Supplies has staled 
iu hia report that he has taken steps and he has been completely satisfied. 
What are the step.*i that have been taken by the Hon’ble Minister since the 
Ministry- lias been formed? We find that the first step is the food drive 
or the anti-hoarding drive; ami the second step is the building up of a stock. 

AVith regard to the first >tep I should like to say that the foml drive has 
been approached from a wrong point of view. Heully it was starteil oti the 
assumption that there was no ‘shortage of food, hni there was lioardiiig in 

the mufassal areu'i ^The llon’hle Mr. H. S. St uh \\\ .iRl)^ : No, no.l 

Sir, a cen.sim was nece^^arv, hut the ceiiMis as taken h\ the Mini.'*lr> was 

a defective cen.sus. Tlie Him'hle Minmter ha^ been suti.sfied with the result, 
hut the result, in fact, is otherwise. Iteally a jiroper census 

has not been taken ami tlie foo<l committees that have been 

formeil are not representative committees. I (‘an tell him from 
my experience in m> own diNtm-t that real food commit le(‘s are 
not being formed alter a met'ting which is ncc(‘ssur\ for that 
purpose. No meeting was hehl ami no repr(*senlative food committee w'as 
formed. This is tlie situation. To crown all I ma\ say here that a.s the 
food drive was going on, the agents fr(un Calcutta were purchasing rice 
in tlie mufassal aiea'. Tin* drivo was taken up for the ])urpos(‘ of maintain- 
ing the supplies, hut instead of supplies h»‘ing^ maintaim'd, the siipidies 
have been really withdrawn. Food-grains ha\e Immmi withdrawn from the 
deficit area-> to ( alcutta with the result that the alreadv deficit areas have 
l)(‘eii further dcnmhMl of the cnip Thi‘ dri\(‘ has a disastrous result, and 
my honourable fncml no. 1 do not claim myself to he a fri<*nd of his- -and 
the HojiTde Minister ha" hcmi ver\ inmdi satisfied with tin* result, 

Another step said to havt* been taken by this Miiiistrx is this, that be 
has been aide to build iij) a "to<k and with regard to tins stock I want to 
put a few question", I hope the Hioi'bb* Minister will give replies to these 
(jue.stions. Tlie fii"i (luestnm 1 w.int to ask is, Wfiat jier emit, of this 
.stock ii.i" been jmri Ini'etl tiom the niut.i"sal aieas ;ind whtit per cent, of the 
stock lias been purclia"Cfl ln>ni ont"ide the j)ro\inre? Then. Sir. it lias 
lu^en said that Mi. ]"pahani bad ,i huge "toek at tin* time when he took up 
this onerous duty. He sa\s that he has sacrificed about Ks. 4t) lakhs. It 
seem.s to me that at the time when there was a huge Ht(K‘k in his {Ktssession, 
that stock .should have been requisitioned under Jtule TdA of the Defence 
of India Rules for withholding jliis stock from the market. In many cases 
stocks of this kind have bt^en re(juisitione<l. I know in Narayangaiij a stock 
of 20,111111 maunds has been retjuisitioiied on the ground that the .stra'kist 
committed an offence under the Food lirains ( oritrol Order, His oflerice 
was that this .stock was withheld from tlie market for a long period. Now, 
Mr. Ispahani had a large stock so much so that he could make a profit of 
R». 40 lakhs. That stock was in his pos.ses.sion and certainly he was with- 
holding this stock from the market. That stf>ck ought to have been requisi- 
tioned under section 7oA of the Defence of India Rules. But this w’as not 
done and instead he has l>eeii congratulated Ha3'ing that he is a young man 
and be has done an onerous duty for helping the poor people of Bengal. 
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This titock will he utilised, it has been stated in the report, in this way; 
that “stocks requisitioned from traders who have committed offences under 
the F(K)d Grains Control Order are to f^a into a pool from which the needs 
of the deficit areas will he met hy retail sale through controlled shops at the 
rate of lis. -f per iiiaund for paddy and Rs. 1) for rice, for payment of test 
relief wages in kind.” May 1 know whether any controlled shops have 
been started in the mufass^l areas'^ (The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SriiR.\WARDY : 
Don’t you knowi^) In my district no sho}>s have been .started in rural 
areas. I know some controlled sliop.s have been started for the benefit of 
the privileged classes at the cost of the public of Bengal (Cries of “Shame, 
shame” from the Opposition benches.) The s\stem is altogether rotten and 
had. The Government servants are getting the benefit of these shops. 
These controlled shop‘s have been started in the mufassal areas, esjiecially 
in the district aieas, Ici the benefit of the privilegerl classes at the cost of 
the jiublic. I know, Sir. that the members of the Bar Association of 
Comilla wanted to be included in the j>mileg(‘d classes. Df) \ ou know, 
Sir, that the* lawyers do not get any support from Government because they 
are HUjiimsed to be aiiti-tfovernment and that even the teaidiei’s, iiowever 
lowly ])uid the\ are, cannot receivt* an\ helj) from ti)e Government as the} 
are alst) consi(bM’ed to be aiiti-Governim*nt 

The Hon'bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is m )t the Government’s 
fault. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! That shows that \ou cannot control. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I know that the Disuh t Magistrate 
stated tliat a mule \^as a hundred times moie valual)le than a non-combatant 
Indian. This st.itenient was ma<b* in a juiblu* plaia* by the District 
Magi.strate. I'his is the leal state ot things prevailing in the mufassal. 
You cannot i-ontrol District Magistrates. \(»u cannot exiua is,* any control 
over these Imperial otticeis. The\ declare juiblicly that they are Imperial 
officers and are not theret»)?e bound to obe\ the edicts of Ministers. 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Did he make that statement 
from the point of view of food ct)iisiiiii]>tion 'i' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, this is the report. It is also 
reported that the\ MUj)]>oit (biverninent seivants and are not prepared to 
treat the members oi the public in the .same generous way, as according to 
them the jiuhiic are aiiti-lrovernment . The^e are the twai steps on which 
the llon'ble Minister in eharge has made a statement that he has l)eeu 
eoinpletel} satistied in this mailer. Sir, there is no reason for congratula- 
tion over these two steps. The question is how to tackle the situation. 
M^V answer is abs<diitely clear. To my mind the situation cannot be tackled 
satisfactorily unless supply is received from abroad. There are plenty of 
supplies in the suh-coiitinent of India for militarj' requirements more than 
what is necessary for them. These supjdies <»r a little portion of them may 
be relea.sed for the relief of the civil pojmlation of Bengal. If .such supplies 
cannot he obtained, we must necessarily control the price of these food- 
atuffa and intrmhice rationing. The policy of the Government of India is 
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that the maximum price cannot be fixed. We iii\Kst realise the fact that 
unless the maximum price is fixed, it is impossible to bring down the level 
of price. You may Lave supplies, you may have stocks, but they must be 
made available to the people at j>rices which should be within the purcha>»iug 
pow4r of the people. The situation has greatly deteriorated. When the 
present Ministry took up oHice the price of rice was Ks. '*'2 to Ks. 1*4. It 
has now gone up to Its. '‘It). Ks. .I'l. Rs. 114. K>. and more. In ni.v own 
district, w’hen I left (’omilla, coarse rice was •celling at Ks. Mv and medium 
rice at Rs. 36. In the district ot ]tari*<al I hail a talk with a manager of 
a hotel. He said that in his village licc was stllmg at Ks. 40 per md. 
The situation has gone heumd control Control the price, tix the maximum 
price, obtain supplies from outside ami thus tr\ to impntve the jmsition. 

Mfi M. ABDUL HAMID: How much sluoiid it hey 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: How mmh^ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I am not going to reply to \ou. 
I will reply to the Hon’ hie Minister 

Then there i^ unotliei thing What h ahsnlutely nccc.s.saryy The 
Hon’hle Minister in hi> rei»oii stiessod the nece.ssitv of growing more food. 
Cules^ you take up the Mon* Kood ’ campaign in all scrioti*ness I 

do not think it will he jiossihle (<* deal with the sitiiatum satisfactorily. 
You mu.st bring umhT ciilti\ ation the '*‘f pei cent ot laml whiidi is now lying 
fallow. I would like to draw the attention of the llo^hle Mini.sler to 
another important {stint ami it is tins; The\ must con.slrm't fences under 
section l<i of the Water-H \ acinth .\(‘t in area> where crojth ate heing 
destroyed by w’ater-hyacinth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: H> whomy 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ky water-hyacinth; this cun he 
stopped by constructing fences, as 1 said, undei section 13 of the Water- 
Hyacinth Act, 

The whole thing i" that all the supplies that we may get from abroad 
must be equitably distnluKed. Another imjMirtant point which appears to 
me is that there should be a change of dietarv ami if ne<'essiir> legislation 
should be introduce<l in order to put tliis into effect. I’nless these things 
are done it i.s not possible to solve the jirohlem. If such a state rjf affuir.s 
would take place in uu.\ other country the {lecqile there w<mld liuve risen in 
revolt. If such things would have happened in Kngland what would have 
been the situation there y IVfiple here are living b\ fliousands and they 
will doubtless die by lakhs and the situation may he such that no (iovern- 
ment would be aide to carry on the administration even for a single day. 
People must shake off the terror of death. We should aUo reiireserit to 
the people to change the diet. 

Government must take hold steps to relieve the ,>ituation, otherwise 
there will l>e no end of troubles. I am afraid if this state of things continue 
for one or two years more ’>6 per cent, of the people of Bengal will die of 
Btarvation. Today I am speaking here, but it may happen to be my lot 
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that I may also die of starvatiwi* The situaton demands immediate att^- 
tioa and we must take a dispassionate view of things and save the people 
of Bengal from disaster that will fall upon them if the situation* is allowed 
to continue any more. We must all sink our politicaj„ differences and try 
to find a solution for the disaster that is impending. 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: ioad 

WT I food CY 

food nYCf ^eu yty, ^ 

’ll?! fr? <9n YtY, ^t^XSTS (TTfif ?TI 5f5n (?t«T 7T1 I 

food (ij? control ftxSf ?C>i 

^ ^ 13 ” I ^Tf^nr 

f^tXT, C^Ttr^ ^ ’Ttl’T ? CR^fl tftY '^1 ^ 

«tt3^rT^ 5TC5 T?i ^ 3r« c?[r/^ \ 

C^, C^l C=Tt^ ^ ^ ? 

'3^1 ^ ^ti cy, ws 

’Ci«Tt4 I (TT, 4‘f%4t3tX 3* C*I queue system ’fB 

<G^ qaw^ c^fr.T, G(r.m z\m C!5^ c^, 

wj^ 9f<,- fBT7^ ^jrj ,jy^. 

fVj ^ti tirrt ^irs^r 

^ F<f?7^51 ^4], 3"^l 4f'-R3 ^Hl treasury 

bench ^ ^y\ ^gR ^4: house meml>er ^rtfV. support 

^1 ’®TIRX4t Ytl'r’YC^R ^T'TY I XRl fV C^5tC5R ^irc^f^T 

fV queue 'il’RS f^Ri urff^ vr]^ 

3^ Lake Market vfi C^l fV 44s ; C^4tTR CRT144] 

4C3T4t4 4t41 'YtCPW '^4* ^Rl 44Y 3 CRtr44 C^afl fi»'(;^JC5> I ^41^41 

<?fC4fe ^41^1 C44^ vff[TY (RI. -n 4^rR CYC441 3n*R 

CFr4 4fC4 I 3 41 control shoj) ^r,?pT77r, 74^ ^r4\ 

C'4t4X4 f^TOpT, f44i, <7T4tC4 ^t'S^ C^4 '4TX5; (7\ f4 3tiRR 

sm 4fi:ii5 r ^44 c^^r cycto ^4R[ c4c4 ‘‘( 4 ^ 13 ” ?f(^ 4tc4 'ii4 
<714 ^f4t4 '*lfHHl, 314^4 444 f34l»1 4|snr«TI 344 3tU*R 441 C4 C4f^ 4T4 

3t^44 UTR C<f3in 41 ; f44. 344 4t4 f4 4’C4 3141 gfTlTl f4(.4 4fXT, 3T^ 
3141 444 44^14 44Tt4 ^ 4Tr4 I >il^3tC4 fiX44 ^ f44 R^fTI^ 

C4 44T1 'il Wf 3 41 f4 44X3 15t4 ? 4f^ 4f54 4T4131 3*41 (<J? ^13414 
44C31 014^ 4fi Clive Street o04 Ylfwm f^4 51 414, C3t^^ 441 3ff4X4 
4t'f C3 41 5r$l, 31^X4 4lfi C4tl4? 4T4 44C3 ^ift tij 01X44 food ^ij 4 4441 
4^. 44*1 4l4l4 4t44 44X31 41 I 4T4X4 3*41 44:4X4 food drive 44X3 
f^tC4C?4, 4f44t31 3 l!l33HJ^ C44 scheme C’4l4 4t4 C4341 ?’4, <7jtl 

<4 44X3 ^44? (7R 4^441314 drive 44X3 4t4^t ^'4f4? 31 44X3 4t44 

4X31, 4ft Clive Street <S4 4lftr¥X*f4 6^4 ft#! 4X4 414X3 4! 4X31, 4ft 
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Ministry tflf 

¥9^5 ^'fnrrzR i rft ^ c^t^rmi^r ct, fr 

1 c^ c^ Phf^i <srf^ (Si^ c*fnr 
o(mw^ ^ i »n>Ft^ wt*ni, «rtft 

tot^l 03 $ a ^33T1 0 I< SRT *?fft <?F r tfll 

3rfl^^ ^ ^*f^r$ prfti ^9rf|, c*?c^ fir?, 

?f5t^ ?Frfl oj (71 «lf8 cW> 

fri !3tc??r ^f%r? ^1 1 >iT5T m, 

cst^Ttr^n ?r? ^ i a Srk^ fhv 

^11 01&1 C51 iii^r&i ^ (7r ^r^i, ^ cfi^i” ai 

0]^ ^'3 ^rf*ni. ?nt|, 

treasur}' bench <Ji ?rr^ oj$ (71 ^ItlTI- 

^ ^1^1 oj-^vrf^ coc^ I ^f?n <7n?*f9 ^fT^fs (TTtii 

^5T ^r?U, ^ 5fr^^ 0 J$ ^ITT "^rrnp (laughter) I 

^r-y ^Pti^ 53Tr? ^ii I ^ 5r;5 Gpti^ vri i <55 ’ffti^c^li’i 

^PiZ^ 5^ ^1 ( j)5jnr3T$ tft^TT^ Ptrsw I ^5tl7f^ <<t^ 

fro ?i^i ?rr5 ^'Wn ^ ^(.^i ^ 

vfcs. ftj, ^ ^:<i, (?rf5ii 5^ l 

^1 01 $ ^if ^3 ?r?rr5 (?t "c^ C3t^ii v^in^i 

^ 3 ” I ’3tt, '«iTOi ^ (7i$ ^vfi 3r3rf^^ irfOT f«x^i ^4^ c^i Of^ 

cwtc^ ’^19 fV ^ TiTi ^ 03^ im Mti ^ii<5i*«4¥^tar wtn 

I 5 tfc'v*! ^*i(i^*(, 'ol*l, 'T?R C5rtfl 

^5|4i ^3 1 (71?^ c^f«f ?? '^Sr^ ^^rti:^ i tow, ^ 

^ House^^ TO4fC'5 nf?n ^4^ ^Z^ '®rtl!^, WWl, C'Hfrj 

(71 ^ ^tz^, 3 (TT^r^ti^, ^sm ^«ni 

^prz-^ mvs 5(71 1 ^TOi¥ ^ iTV«n 5 ^ to to ^tiror cror sii, »if?n 

famine area ^ar declare iTiTO ^tx«Tf!?Trfff c«il¥t^ <feir ^I’FI WV^, 
<4$ TO ^iftfi, TOf?l (7N I 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the most burning question 
of the day is the question of adequate food-supply and the calamity with 
which the country^ is now faced has reached its climax. Today the question 
is not whether there is hoarding, and whether that hoarded rice can meet 
the requirements of Bengal. It is now an admitted fact that there is deficit 
everywhere in Bengal, and that the worst sufferers are no doubt the poorer 
and the backward section of the people. As a representative of the scheduled 
castes who are the poorest and the most affected section of the people of 
Bengal I think I shall be failing in my duty if I do pot give an expression 
to my feelings on this most burning question of the day. Sir, I have bad 
personal experience of the horrible picture in the mufassal of suffering 
humanity as a result of the present day acute food shortage. On the top 
of that, Sir, came the anti-hoarding drive of the Hon^ble Minister which was 
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directed not towards the capitaHit hoarders of Calcutta but against the 
poor agriculturists in rural areas, 99 per cent, of whom were on the verge 
of starvation, not to speak of surplus stocks lying with them. As you 
know, Sir, 70 per cent, of the actual tillers of the soil Iiave been reduced 
to the position of day labourers. They are all starving or are having at 
most half a meal a day. Furthermore, it is a dire tragedy today that the 
female section of agricultural labour is not in a position to come out of their 
houses for want of cloths to secure their daily bread by manual labour. 
Can anybody imagine that the poorer section of poor Bengal are able to 
obtain their daily rice at the unprecedented and abnonnal price of Rs. 37 
**^per mauud that is now prevailing in Bengal? Sir, 1 agree with the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy that the food question should be promptly and adequately 
tackled, but I cannot congratulate him for his blaming the fanners and 
peasants for hoarding rice. I quite appreciate that the duty <lf Government 
should be in the first instance to come to a solution by taking a bold stand; 
they should take a complete stock of the entire foodstuff available in the 
j)rovince; they should make a correct estimate as far as possible of the 
actual requirements of the province us a whole and then they must make 
the best effort to feed the hungry people of the deficit areas by bringing 
in food from the surplus areas of the ])rovince. fnun other provinces and 
from ablPbiid, Sir, the anti-hoarding drive has proved itself to be a failure 
in that it has not brought in hoarded rice as had been expected by (bn'ern- 
ment. Now, Sir, there is no other course open to tiovernment but to a<lopt 
rationing for the w'hole of Bengal. The scheme of the Government in the 
matter of rationing should be on the basis of ten chattaks for every adult 
male, seven chattaks for every adult female and six chattaks for every 
child. In this connection, Sir, 1 may refer to the recent statement of the 
HunTde Minister that people must economise in their use of food even to 
the extent of using less than what is absoiukdy necessary. I feel m>self 
inclined to ask Mr. Suhrawardy whether he is prejiared to deny himself 
the pleasure of liis dainty dishes, his tea, his shnrJmt and his other luxuries 
which he is in the habit of enjoying times without number^ I think I 
should not be wrong to say that the rural Bengal labourers take their food 
at least thrice a day and at each meal they take 8 to 10 chattaks aud the 
cliildren from the age of one begin to take rice. This anti-hoarding drive 
and the rationing formula have created panic in the minds of the poor 
agriculturists. 

Sir, the last Ministry in reply to questions and answ’ers and during 
debate, both inside and outside the House, declared that Bengal is a deficit 
province, but 1 do not understand what is the motive behind this Ministry. 

As soon as this Ministry came into office the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies and the Ministry as a whole declared that there is no deficit in 
Bengal. I think I shall not W wrong in saying that only with a view to 
the real thing Ibd to dupe the rural masses they have not declared 
llkAt Bengal is a deficit province. They did not dare because of the fact ^ 
that a time will come when they will have to be in charge of rationing all 
over the province. 
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Sir, before I take my seat I would lilce to appeal to my frieuds of the 
Scheduled Castes by giving a reference to a particular leaflet that was 
published by the Governmeiit in the Department of Agriculture and 
ludiistriej^from which we find something* which is contradictory to the 
statement of the Hoirble Minister for Civil Supplies, that Bengal is not a 
deficit province. From this booklet which has been published for the 
purpose of “Grow More Food” cami»aigii we timl that Bengal is really a 
deficit province in respect ot many important foodstufl's. This is what is 
stated therein: “Though the poets have des<Tibed Bengal as 'a land (»f 
flowing rivers, smiling fields. an<l radiant skies* it is a tragedy that sht^ 
does not produce enough food-stufls re<|uired f<»r her population. And nof 
to speak of any ‘luxury {(n>d’ she lias \o ilepioid very largely upon outside 
supply even for some items of food which are necessary* to enable her popula- 
tion to keep tody and soul together. For exainph*. she imports, on an 
average, about 41*^ lakhs maunds of rice from Burma and other places. Jn 
other words, taking the consumption of nee at an averag<‘ late ol tJ maunds 
per head per year al»out (IS lakhs of people will go without any focal and will 
die of starvation if this supply is not availahle. And this figure represents 
about 1 /10th of the population of the province, ( an an> more unsatisfactory 
state of things be imagiiieil 

1 w’ould like to ref»‘r this to m\ honourahh* fi lends of the Scheduled 
CtfStes. The Scheduled Castes are the poorest sc'ction and they are the most 
suffering section. I understand tiie\ comprise 1 /oth of the total population 
of the province. If any section is to die for want of food, if any section 
goe.s without food, it is the Sche<luled Castes, and it i'^ tlie first and foremost 
duty of the Scheduled Castes to co-opeiate in solving the food problem. 
During the time of the previous Ministry we were opposed to. tlieni on the 
ground that that Ministry coubl not solve the problem At tlnit time rice 
was selling at the rate of Bs. !-'» per maund. If has now gone up to Bs HO 
or Bs. Ho ])er maund, still my friends an* waiting for the mercy ol Uie 
present Ministry. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur UOAY CHAND MAHTAB, of Burdwani 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has already been Hai<l on the floor of this House 
with regard to the failure of (iovernment to tackle the food situation pro- 
perly, and several re.solutions also have been moved to the same effect. 
Moreover, in a recent statement in the House the Hon 'hie Minister in charge 
of Civil Supplies admitted that us a result <»f the statistics availahle so far, 
as a result of the recent food drive practically deficits have been reported in 
all places and districts. In view of this statement I am afraid that w^e must 
presume that in spite of the GciveriimenCs drive against hoarders and in 
spite of the inter-provincial barrier having been droppeil for a free circula- 
tion of food-grains we have still not enough to meet our requirements in 
these abnoniial times w'hen over and above the ftMliiog of the normal 
population of Bengal, Government have to consider the huge amount of food- 
stuff required for the ever increasing number of military and evacuees who 
have settled down in this province for the duration of the war. 
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Sir, may I through you remind the House that I gave a note on the 
food problem in Bengal as far^back as the 23rd February, 1943, in which 
I pointed out a certain percentege of deficit to the then Ministry and after 
a lot of discussions pointed outHbe possibility of a shortage. A]^ough the 
then Government disagreed with my percentage they still held that Bengal 
should be considered a deficit province so far as the position of rice was 
concerned. Sir, I do not intend to dilate in detail upon the statistics 
contained in that note of mine this afternoon, for in view of what the 
Hou’ble Minister said on the floor of the House yesterday it now appears 
that although, the present Government have not attempted to declare that 
this is a deficit province it is quite clear that our demands are much greater 
than our supplies or stocks. There is no doubt that today there is not only 
a very great shortage of the staple food-grains in our province, but I do not 
think I would be far wrong if 1 say that the Government will probably, 
although it is trying to put off the evil day, have to declare famine condi- 
tions in certain areas of the province. What is preventing this declaration? 
The present drive against hoarders, a term which has led to much criticism 
and sarcasm, has yielded according to the Hon’ble Minister seven or eight 
million maunds of rice. Even if -this be true, there is no doubt that if we 
take into consideration the actual deficit as disclosed by the recent food 
drive we are still not totally out of the woods. 

Sir, I think that the high price of food grains and the subsequent short- 
age was due to the lack of an adequate policy of control on the part of 
Government. Big employers of labour were allowed to purchase any 
amount of food-stuffs for stocking and distributing amongst their employees 
who are supposed to be engaged in essential services for the furtherance of 
war efforts. I do not grudge them being allowed to purchase and stock 
food-grains and give it at controlled rates to their employees. But some 
limit should have been put upon the amount they could buy and stock. 
I am afraid Government too have bought up a lot of foodstuff for the same 
reasons. I wonder whether we can call these two people hoarders. Coming 
from a rural area as I do, I must say that whatever little stocks the poor 
agriculturists had in this area have more or less been taken over as a result 
of this drive and if proper control is not exercised by Government I am afraid 
that the result will be that the people in the rural area will feel the pinch 
much sooner than those living in Calcutta or those who are employed by 
Government or big firms. I w^ould request the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of Civil Supplies to pay special attention to what I have said and try and 
prevent this sort of unsystemetic method in trying to get together as much 
rice as they can lay their hands upon in order to meet the demands of the 
people. They should consult their Di.strict Officers and ask them to submit 
schemes of requirements of the particular area first before taking away 
surplus stocks, if any. 

Sir, I do not kno# why Calcutta and Howrah have been left out of this 
drive. As this is a very curious matter I do not propose to draw hasty 
conclusions or to cast any reflections as to the reasons why this was done, 
for I think it is up to all of us to try our best to help in solving this most 
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difficult problem. Casting refleotums on the past Ministry or mud-dinging 
at the present Ministry, I am afraid, will not solve the problem, nor do I 
think this drive of Government will be successful without getting adequate 
eupplies from other provinces. I do not know whether even that will help 
in meeting our demads. Although many years ago, Burdwau was known 
as the granary of Bengal, today it is more a myth than a fact and 1 hope 
government will not fleece this district in such a way that the inhabitants 
might be the first to face starvation. There can be no analogy between 
East and West Bengal, for in West Bengal we get very little crop” 
and in consideration of the present state of affairs prevailing in West 
Bengal I would like to impress upon the Government the needs of carrying 
on relief works till the next harvest, that is, fill December to save the 
people from utter ruin and starvation. 

Sir, I am afraid that in all fairness we should say that the Central 
Government is also responsible for the shortage (d f<»(Kl in this province. 
Unless the Central Government has proper scheines it would be very diffi- 
cult for any Provincial Government to tackle this very serious problem 
adequately and satisfactorily. Even if the Central Government took charge 
of supplying the extra popiilutioii ot our province. I mean the military and 
the evacuees, etc., I am sure it \ioubl give some relief to the Provincial 
Government if they were not responsible for supply to this extra 
po|i Illation. 

Sir, I am sorry for having taken up so much time. But before 1 conclude, 
may I in all earnestness ask the (tovernmeiit to treat this matter with all 
seriousness anfl to forget parl\ politics and help to save the millions of the 
province from starvation ? I am afraid there are still some people who think 
thht it is not true that many people in the rural areas are practically living 
on one meal a day and some are not lucky enough to get that even. I am 
sure that if anybody has seen tlie sites near dustbins in this city wbere 
half-starved women and children in the midst of filth hunt for a small 
morsel of food, they will realise that there is a very great deal of truth 
in what is said. Moreover, the increase of crimes and lootings are also 
another factor which gives us the idea that conditions are such that certain 
people for reasons of want have to resort even to looting and theft. So 
there is no doubt as to how serious the whole situation is. I only hope that 
although the Government has been unable to formulate a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the food problem so far, they will try and <lo it as soon as possible 
for further delay will not only lead to calamity but may even lead to the 
disintegration of the Ministry. (Applause from the Opposition Benches.) 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, now it is admitted on 
all hands that there is heavy shortage of foodstuff, particularly of rice in 
the province of Bengal. I appreciate the compiling of a complete census 
of food requirements, forid stocks and seeds and seed requirements and the 
organisation of food committees and the plan to bring about through the 
committee an equitable distribution of food. 
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This drive ha» practicaHy demoiuilfated what we were telling before- 
hand. We from Bakarganj waited upon the Hon’ble Minister in chnrge of 
Civil Supplies and the Hon 'hie Chief Minister in May last on deputation 
and tried to convince them that Bakarganj which was at one time supposed 
to be the granary of Bengal was a deficit district and further export from 
that district should be stopped but the export was going on even after that. 
Although official correct information is wanting, it is rumoured that the 
deficit in Bakarganj district has been to the extent of nearly 70 to 80 lakhs 
of maunA^tf not more even according to the subsistence ration laid down 
in the scheme of the anti-boarding drive. I repeat, Sir, what I said on 
the floor of this House on the 2bth February-, IfMJi, that the districts of 
Bengal were surplus or deficit only relatively and if proper statistics were 
taken it would be seen that all the districts are deficit. Bakarganj was 
wrongly declared a surplus district althougli statistics of the Agriculural 
Department even did not permit that. We repeatedly asked the Govern- 
ment not to lift the embargo Imt it was done. Even before the embargo 
was placed late in January, IfGJ, large quantities had already been exported 
and during this short embargo period large (piantities went out by pennit 
system, on the requisition of other districts and also by other nefarious 
methods and when the embargo wa.s lifted the flood-gates of exports were 
open through the agency of the Government of India and possibly of the 
Government of Bengal as well and the so-called free trade. I doubt very 
much how far the neighbouring districts were benefited. I would pa.ase 
for tt reply from Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas who was crying hoarse for lift- 
ing the embargo. These agents purchased any available rice at any price, 
resulting iu the shooting up ‘of prices beyond the reach of the common run 
of people. 

Further free trade for which Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas was crying 
hoarse exploited the situation and helpe<l the exports on receiving commis- 
sion. These dishonest people of the free trade cared more for their money 
than fr)r catering to the neetLs of the people. These traders even the Bagu 
merchants did not care to store any rice; they thought it safer to act as 
commissioned agents us the rice hoards might be seized by the Government 
as it was done during the food crisis of September, ]!>42. Bakarganj, Sir, 
was depleted of whatever rice it liad and I will be failing in my duty also 
if I do not say that for want of proper propaganda beforehand the ignorant 
and illiterate cultivators did not understand the implications of the anti- 
hoarding drive and in utter ignorance being apprehensive that even their 
little stocks would be seizetl some of them sold away their stocks just before 
the anti-hoarding drive. The result can he more imugine<l than described. 
By the uncontrolled drainage from a relatively surplus area Government 
have brought down all the districts to more or less the same level, and 
the magnitude of the problem has thereby been increased. 

Now that the requirements have been found out and the food census 
taken it is only the determined surplus that should be allowed to be taken 
out iu future. 
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Where are actual famine condiAolia prevailing in some parts of the 
district: Of this Bhola, Sadar subdivision, Pirojpur north and some parts 
of Patuakhali deserve mention. I have toured Bhola and Sadar north 
and hod reliable reports of actual death from starvation. There are lots of 
destitute, diseased men, women and children and a good lot of ablebotlied 
with famine-stricken look.s and, hnding no work to do, are going without 
food. They are also unable to do any physical labour. There are women 
who are unable to go out even fur the purpose of begging owing to the want 
of even rags to cover their shame. It is u fact that girls aBPdf%t)men are 
beeing taken from Bhola to Kalaiya side in l*utuakhali subdivision and 
practically sold. Some people have been compelled under the circumstances 
to divorce their wives for being unable to maintain them. A lot of people 
have been taking uneatables and are being victims of cholera and other 
stomach troubles. It is a fact that in one place per>ple took meat of dead 
cows only to save their lives. Even after midnight 1 personally heard the 
piteous wails of starving jiersons when 1 was in the town of Bhola. (Iruel 
has become a rare commodity and an object of quarrel between beggars. 
We and the District Officers wanted sulficient money for test relief and we 
got only Es. 5(1,000 which was spent in Bhola alone in a few days and there 
78,085 adults, 500 females and 8,484 children worked up to 5rd July, 1045, 
and taking two children into one adult the average wage per head pt^r day 
was only annas 8-5. Another fifty thousand was sanctioned but it is 
ej^tremely inadequate. To u(bl to this. Severe cuttle epidemic has been 
raging for months and unless .sufficient agricultural loan is provided for the 
purchase of cattle and even for the sustenance of the bigger cultivators, not 
to speak of growing more food, there will be very little food grown in the 
district. Agricultural loan has been asked for, and about a immth back 
gratuitous relief was asked for by the District Officers but up till now 1 find 
that no gratuitous relief has been provided by the Government. Private 
charity has been absolutely exhausted. Government should take immediate 
steps for procurement of good foial-grains by negotiations with other pro- 
vince.s of India as they have already started ami also with the allied countries 
such as America, Australia and f'anada, and the supplies should be equitably 
distributed on a well-planned and well-rationed basis through these food 
committees which have been formed with some members added to it, if 
considereil necessary. 

The Government should also adopt an effective plan of fixation of statu- 
tory prices of all articles of daily use which should be enforced, with u penal 
provision iluring the abnormal times of war. The Government should uIjwj 
guarantee to the cultivator.s the minimum purchase prices of food crops in 
the villages and also the maximum sale prices to the consumers. The food 
committees can be easily converted into co-o[>erative supply soeieties and 
stores all over Bengal. Share money would not be wanting. Well-to-do 
people will come umler the scheme. The Government can also render 
financial assistance in the .shape of interest-free loans. So, sufficient funds 
should be available to purcba.se food-grains in the villages during the next 
harvest and to loan them or sell them at cheai>er rates. This can also be 
the buying agency of the Government also. 
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Lastly, I will try to impress upon the .Qovemment of extending canteen 
privileges to the employees of the loca| bodies, such as district boards, muni- 
cipalities and dispensaries. They are all doing works of public utility. 

I am afraid that with the half>fed or starving employees of the local bodies 
the administration is bound to sufer or even to collapse. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to point out that 
with the loss of Burma the food problem for Bengal becomes absolutely 
hopeless. The “Grow More Food** Campaign last year succeeded in placing 
76 lakhs ol acres under cultivation for rice and millets. This increase was^ 
secured by substituting food crops for money crops and as much as 36 lakhs 
of rupees was paid by the Government as subsidies. Therefore, we find 
that all land with reasonable irrigational facilities was already under culti- 
vation and any further increase of acreage is practically impossible. 

I^et us therefore face stem facts: (1) What is the normal rice crop of 
Bengal? (2) What are the present requirements? (3) What was last 
year’s crop? (4) What is the deficit? (5) Last and not least what is the 
remedy? Sir, stern measures are necessary if we wish to save Bengal. I 
would ask the members of the House not to shirk their responsibility and 
duty. We have no better illustration of the saying “while Rome was burn- 
ing Nero was fiddling’’. Here, Sir, it is while Bengal is sta^^iug the leaders 
are squabbling. (Laughter.) 

The normal rice crop of Bengal is about 8') lakhs of tons. This would 
allow a population of 5(1 million people each 1/2 seer of rice per day rfhd 
judging from what the Police authorities are allowing the Civic Guard, 
under my control at Entally, 9 chittaks per day; this estimate appears to 
be correct. Again since 751) lakhs of acrcas all over India yield 250 lakhs 
of tons of rice, therefore, 3 acres yield 1 ton of rice and as the entire area 
under cultivation of rice in Bengal is not more than 240 acres, therefore, 
our estimate of 85 lakhs of tons would not be unreasonable. 

The present requirements for Bengal must be abnormal. Calcutta was 
the great distributing centre of all rice imported from Indo-China, Siam 
and Burma to various parts of India, especially to Cochin, Travancore and 
Ceylon. Then there was Persia, Iraq, Arabia, Ea.st Africa, South Africa 
and Mauritius all of which depend on Bengal for their rice. If we take a 
moderate estimate of their needs and place their requirmenta for 10 million 
people at ^ seer per hea<l we would need l/5th more of our normal crop, 
that is, 17 lakhs of tons and if we were to further calculate the demand for 
evacuees and the army taking it at only 3 lakhs of tons, we would roughly 
need 105 lakhs of tons of rice. So we begin with a deficit of 20 against 85 
lakhs of tons. But what was our actual rice crop for 1942-43 — only 69 
lakhs of tons! This is the figure supplied by experts like Major-General 
Wood and Mr. D. N. Sen of the National Chamber of Commer^, because 
they calculated that the Miduapore and Orissa cyclones destroy^ about 15 
lakhs of tons. We need not consider what was carried over from the 
previous year because Burma was in the hands of the Japs by May, 1942, 

7 months before the harvest. The ej'-Premier, Mr. Failul Huq, wame<l the 
House this year (1943) in February before the budget discussion began of the 
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serious food shortage due to the suppli^ of rice being entirely out off from 
Burma and other eastern countries. *JBut what steps were taken by our 
leaders? None. There was no constructive work but only destructive 
criticism offered. The Chamber of Commerce, business! ike immediately 
made provision for their labour staff so that industrial centres would not be 
disorganised and our war efforts hampered in any way. The utility services 
followed suit and so did the Calcutta Corporation mainly to keep their 
scavengers at work. Then (‘aim* the army with their requirements. Indian 
troops at every theatre of the war had to get their supplies. Food is a most 
powerful w^eapon of war. Napoleon said, the army marches on its stomach. 

Next came the demand from Ceylon and other overseas countries which 
got their regular supplies from us. Could Bengal refuse their wan^s? If 
so, what right have we to expect rice from Assam. Bihar and Orissa and 
to get wheat from the Punjab and millets from Bombay Y Free trade means 
**give and take” and not only “take”. Last of all. the (Government stepped 
in with their control shops to help some of the ju>or. leaving the rest to 
look after themselves. These half measures iiiiiiiediately shot prices up. 
The law of supply and demand drew out stock>. Hoarding and the black 
market became the order of the day, and then Ldlowed the mysterious n*sig- 
nation of the Fazlul Hu<i Ministry for an all-parties (ioverument. 

Now, Sir, is the present Ministry an all-parties (Government? (A voiCK; 
No,) And can the present Ministry solve the food situation? If we all 
mifst suffer, we all sliould take responsibility. It seems impossihle to solve 
the prohlem. Miracle.s cannot be performed t<Mlay. The price of rice has 
risen to Be, 1 per seer. This should be c(»nt rolled to help tbc poor. This 
is only July. What reserve has the (Government? We have t() face five 
more months of scarcity before the next harvest is gathered in. It seems 
fearful to picture what the .*<uftering of the poor will he. Substitutes like 
wheat and millet may help with rationing all round, but I have my doubts 
of any great success. The root cause has been the loss of Burma brought 
about by anti-British propaganda. The politicians to whom the British 
surrendered power are responsible for the present state of affairs. (Applause 
from the Government Benches.) The only remedy now is to find a strong 
man with pro-British tendencies who can unite the pcojde, working with 
Hindus, Muslims and the British. This is a national crisis and we demand 
a National Government — a Government that is not strong to include 
Christians comprising of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians has no right 
to our vote. At this stage we cannot have a communal Government. 
History does not record a single in.stancc of civilised people enjoying peace 
and harmony when one race or community is singled out for hatred. The 
Indian nation is a mixture of Dravidiaii, Mongoloid and Aryan races. Who 
are the Aii'ans? Not only Hindus, but Persians, Afghans and the Anglo- 
Saxon people. If we were to consider the invasion of th<L Arabs and the 
Turks and take into account the different communities, India would be 
best described as a Noah’s ark of races, because as many as 222 different 
languages are spoken here. Then why this hatred lor a particular class of 
Aryans? By ^ngaleee claiming (o be Indians, countrymen with the 
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Pathans, Punjabi Muslims, Sikhs, Higputs, Marhattas and Guiichas, do they 
become overlords of these martial races? The self-government, the equality 
we enjoy, is the gift of the overlords whom we wish to drive out of the 
country. (Cries of “Hear, hear”,) Let us again face stern facts. Who 
is to be the paramount power here? It took China years of civil war before 
Marshal Chiang Kai Shek became overlord with his party and then we find 
Japan attacking her. The leaders should call a halt and not sacrifice their 
misguided and helpless supporters. It is a dreadful price to pay for those 
who preach racial. hatred, indulge in political blackmail and extort from 
weak Governors and Viceroys positions to suit their selfish ends. It appears 
that 'fJemesis has now come to deliver her retributive justice. It is grati- 
fjing to find that the Nawab of Murshidabad presided over a meeting at 
the Town Hall on Sunday, the 11th instant, when the Metropolitan, the 
Mayor of Calcutta Mr. Badrudduja, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and others 
attended, emphasizing the need of communal unity among Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians and Buddhists. 

Yes, Sir, let us unite and drive the enemy out of Burma. Mr. Fuzlul 
Huq was on the Viceroy’s Defence War Council. He is surely pro-British. 
AVhy can he not come across with his group of Ministers, including the 
Christians who hold <‘11 seats comprising Europeans, Anglo-Indians ami 
Indians, and join hands with Sir Nazimuddin? Let our slogan be — England 
for ever: India for Indians: all for the Empire. (Cheers and applause.) 
Then there will be n(» need of food drives under the tucktaposh, AVe could 
then prou(f]y exclaim — 

The drive of Mr. Suhrawardy 
Will now be up the Irrawaddy 
To give us rice, 

At pre-war price. 

(Laughter and applause. Cries of “Well said”.) 

Mr. 8HAHE0ALI; Mr. Speaker, Sir, that the food problem is the most 
a(‘ute problem is admitted on all hands. Since the inauguration of the 
present Ministry there has been statements an<l counterstatements as if the 
solution of the food problem entirely depended on the issue of statements. 
The la.st statement that has been presented to the House by tha Hon’ble 
MinistiT clearly indicates that what is good to one is death to another. 
Mr. Monmohan Das has already stated that during the last discussion on a 
special motion on the fooil problem members who are now on the Govern- 
ment side were in the Opposition and they levelled criticisms against the 
activities of the then Government. The same thing has happened now. I 
ask my honourable friends opposite to request the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Food and his friends to take a note of the critici.sms tk^t they had 
levelled against the then Ministry when they were in the Opposition, and 
if they can do that the problem will be easily solved. Sir. the irony of 
fate is that although at that time the then Hon’ble Minister and his 
supporters declared tluft Bengal as a whole wa.s a deficit province though 
some of the districts were surplus districts, and they were censured for their 
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fifcilune'^to tackle the food questiou properly, the statement made by the 
Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy on his assumption of office as Food Minister was 
that there' was no deficit and that the present food crisis has arisen as a 
result of rice being hoarded by capitalists and merchants, which on the 
results of his pet anti-hoarding drive has been proved to incorrect. In 
spite of Mr. Suhrawardy’.s failure to find out hoarded rice and his admission 
that Bengal is a deficit province he is still being supported by my friends 
opposite although that was the very ground on which they opposed the late 
Ministry. 

Sir, the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy has said that there is deficit , in 
Bengal, but he has not yet given any idea as to what exact amount of rit e 
is required for the entire population. When there is a deficit which has 
now been admitted by all, our fir^t and foremost duty would he to find out 
what is the anumiit of that deficit and how to meet that deficit. That can 
be done in different ways. The first thing is to get rice, if possible, from 
outside. You have read in papers. Sir, that the Assam tloverument has 
asked the Central Government to get ri<*e from Brazil and if they gel it from 
there, a part of that rice should he* reserved for Assam. It clearly indic'ufes 
that Assam is not prefjared to give its own riee f<» Bengal. So is the case 
with Bihar and Orissa. It should therefore he otir duty to gi*t rice from 
outsi<le, whether from (dher provinces or from outsiile India. If it is 
possible to get food from Australia that should also he tried. Vnless food- 
stuffs are imported from outside our peojile will die. If for argument’s 
sake it is said that it is not possible to get food from outside, in that rase 
our duty will be to see how with our existing food-grains we cun survive 
the difficult times ahead. This, Sir. is possible only by rationing. But in 
the matter of rationing what we have seen is that rationing has not at all 
been in the interests of the poor, as, for example, I can say that Khan 
Sahib Mafizuddin Ahmad has god a card for jiaildy and rice from the 
Controller and the .same is the case with Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad of 
the Legislative Council but this poor person, Shahedali, has not got a card. 
I ask, why this is so.^ With all the jmwer that 1 can command 1 beg to 
request the Hon’hle Minister to see that there is no ilistinetiou in the matter 
of rationing of food, which should be distributed without any distinction 
whatsoever so that all can get rice in proper quantity. 

Now, Sir, Government should also stop all sorts of exports from the 
province. During the time of the la.st Ministry rice has been exported 
outside Bengal without their knowledge and sometimes with their know- 
ledge. Some officers have l>een appointed by the Central (iovernment to 
take away rice from this jirovince. This allegation we have heard and 
when this was levelled gainst the last Miiii'^try, there was no answer. I 
should asl^the Hon’ble Minister that the .same thing should nr)t I)e indulged 
in and that rice or any other foodstuff sh<ujld not on any account be 
exported from this province. 

Sir, I should like to refer to another thing. Black markets should be 
stopped. I should saj that a genuine attempt should l)e made to stop the 
black markets. In the statement we have heard so much about 
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Mr. Ispahani. He waa willing to give a go-by to the extent of 40 
lakhs. Messrs. Ispahani & Co. have been here for a number of years but 
what have they done to the people of Bej|gal the past? Have they done 
anything for the people of Bengal at the present moment? I ahould say 
that if they want to do anything, let them do it in a public way. If tliey 
do anything in a private way, that should not get any place in the White 
Paper. 

Now, Sir, I ‘Would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to 
the fact that at the time of the food drive, they instructed their officers to 
distribute rice according to the number of members in the family. Now, 
cultivators, besides members of their families, have generally a number of 
labourers for thei» cultivation work. There has been no provision for 
them and as a result the poor cultivators could not get anything for the 
labourers and the result has been that they have n(»t been able to harvest 
their crop for want of food for the labourers. This is esseAtially necessary. 
Suppose a middle class family has got ten members. It will require X 
amount of rice and for the labourers it will require Y amount of rice, but 
the people who went to ascertain the quantity of rice required have taken 
into account the X amount of rice but did not take the Y quantity into 
account. So, it will be impossible for the cultivators to harvest their crops 
in future. 

Another aspect of the problem, Sir, is the “Grow More Food” campaign 
and that should be done seriously. The cultivation of jute should be 
reduced to a great extent. If you say “Grow More Food” and at the same 
time you say that there should be more acreage for jute, it will do no good. 
So, I would request the Hoij’ble Minister to see that the “Grow Moie 
Food” campaign is attended to in right earnest. 

Miulvi ABDUL WANED: 

^ ^ w tftrsnr MfTOT — (7\ 

(^Ttc g rff c gR csmn cnr^mr 

^ ^rt^irTc^, T' ’tfros 

CY *r*f cwfnmp ^ Oftirof 

«fi C6tnr ^ ^ ^ <fffiT -ninr ^ IVart^i wn 

ill wrW ’iii ^rfc^ tst? ^ yHc*fC^^n, 

YftCfl '9 ^ OT? I <4^ C*fW¥ 

Hct ^ »ftc^ Prvi fwTY c*f^ I ^ M ’irj ^ — 

i4 C51 I Ymi ? Wtm C¥NtV T 

♦prrth cmf\ r mm mm r fiR Tmuf ^ f¥ r 
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<fm I ftij ^r^^rfs? ^rprft? iJtfNn 

cn? *rf ^sfc^r? ^n *r?RFt9 m ^ S^*ft*R c¥lit^, 

^•(tt-TT c^rno i ?n?R ’«Ftai 

firamii ^ fiiTir^T^ 3rft?fr$ fV c^ c^ r ^ ftra ttt, ^ c^1 

<4'’F ^SRt?tR Clirr^ <?f^ ?TW ot^CW ^l5l«1 JfbH 

(TOl^ tf^ ^'5|fotf^ (7R ^ ^ ^1 

fiR ^ C5R^ rR I o!i^ ifTn cal^ ’ipw ^ %9n i 

^ fePt ^F?t? ^ rtd^ (TT^ intw 'stonr 

«il¥V(R^ ^8F OT ? S?t^ ’'Tsn? ^li^TTtfffl ‘ft? ^ fvsipii Tffcsn I 

^rp“ *R ^5TRl I ^Pf ^ *4^ ^‘fPfCSTV 'il^ *ff^ r 

Cjpl a ^ 'iJ5|Rt^ aivz ^tPT5#l rnnr (.3^ ^ 5t^t 

c^F^rcsn— ^ ^ <ijpi c^?i ’jtrrtisr ^ ifTar ^ 

^ 'arff I ot?* ?rfpRt?nr c^ 

C^rfCJ ^ f^ I (ijfr C’TtC^ 

c>\ c*^ f^fc?r i OT ^w ^trs 

il^pyni ^ ^rrfVc? fcr ^n ^ to #rPmPm 

^ c<(rff ^ I Of Pt^ s ^rfirw 

irfy^ ?3jw ^to?l '3 FW? ^ ^^OTl ^nirwp (Isughtor 

and hear hear) Wl iRTrMi C^tCl 5R I F^t fto ^ I ^ 

(?T-rr pR Rnr cftstir ^ i ^mrw^ m cmiR i to to 

RRt5 ^JITPl C^fC^I Rt? ^ Rt9 91^ I CVH 

^:ri vu^ tfirm ^ arm 

^of^jiii ij'T* ?t^^HK ^tr?4ii'ffl RC'*'nFof% ^¥*f #nhihii 

c^ t cffc !^, (TrrlS^ irtom thpii ^rrtor cm^ i ^^rriR i5f^ arm ^ ^ 

C5fr^ ?tC5 i ^n*f C5fr®n ^jfwi a 

uPf ctwt^ I ^*f CTtr^n =TT’5n oroff ^tft^ omm ♦f^f^- 

¥lPc?r ^ ^rmr >imrRT orc^ crct 

c'jft’fiR c-sfto c ^ r cy^ i ftift (oft^ ^Vs *nRi m c4mt> 

Rtt^ l Ht5tft (TftMff^ W^ W^ OFta c^«13f% Rt7 ?r^ 4or «ri cvtwts 

^ I ’iFcsT ^ I ^ ijw fr ^ ton (?i ^ 

tot?t Rfi:"TT5R ^ »icw ^oFi ^sprt^ frr crnirci ^ — a 4Tfir ori 

^ I (7|^ Ftft RtW Wl Pw, WtOT RRtimi fT*f. 

Rtl ^ftc^ C^ ’ft^t ttFTTS ^1 I 

4^ RtUr RWfefi cHraf (RRTS ^ T?r I (Rtif^ttPr cw«fli 

ciCT (R ’Pra C5n¥ toji «fnr rwSti cHir ^oci? »tt«f 

CT^ c^ ^ ^ cForto. !f<>r5: ^Ftii toR ttm om, 

mm RTJ wni isr frm, 4^ St^ cvc^f to? f%ft cflin 4i7rwpi i 
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vfif C9rt^«f% C? c^rtro^— (Khak BahadtteMahicud Au 

^5tr3 ^ ?) ^ Parliamentary 

Secretary C^k^CSj'i, fetTR C^ICTl^, ^ 

5717 (TT^mr 5J:7 ^rt7t7 ? ^ i!Tt^ C^5t^3T7 Tfi^ TT^Jt ^qt7f7 7^ CTO 5C7 

il?F7T7 «tfm 5r7 I 7C^ C'tC^, ^ 7T7T 7t5t^ I 

(Here, here.) sffiT Ttrf^ C7f7tlJC^ S^R 7tC5T77 7f»JtU5 "arfTfOT 

Tin c^ f^nrro, cTtc^rc^ ^ 7ft c5 TO 

f^f7 7C7J “777 *=^ ^MtCT] I 7PC?T C?7f^ — 5tC5T7 *ft7 ^ 

TFn 77^ CTC^ TtTO I 'STtGj (?R^ C51 ? il^'TO C31 ^^TTC ^R 

711 ’3tt ^71 ^ 7^ 77^“ ^iy?i ^ I ftlllTtr %71, ’ytft ^StUf 71 

(TftTO 7TO1 C7 .®t7 S^itl ^ 7Rr51 I ^ 7T751C7 C*f7i77 

C77t7 71577 C7rk7 15t7 7^7 »t7T7»f" fV^l 7f^ CTtT^ ^ '^Uf 

C7R ? '577 TtftSt TCJT 71 ’717 fV Tft ? C7 C7R7?t TTs^ 7T:7 | 

7f7 7f7 TfV 7^, C7 ’^51 ^7 71 I 7^71% 77^ 777C7 CTO *^'S, ^5tC5fC5T 

C7 C77 "TOTf C7?tr5 I 'il^7 7^ TCJP C’5t7t7 Cg^T^ C77t7 777T7 Tit j 

3 fe^tl TOT CTOrCD CTtTTl ^tirtlT^ C7 C7r5n C7^7 I C7 fr7 

C1W5 7TO.7«ftS7t7 *^7TO C7f^ f77?:^ r.^.Z i^.Z (.TfCTl , diTCVlC^T^ C7 77tr5T 
c*fi:7 1 ^ (yrmz ^Ri cTO7i, itr/fcTt ^ (?mr7 1 757 Stoti T 57 ^ 

TOT 7FTO 77t7 ’5t7 fT7 71^ C^k7 (Tlfsn 7T^ 0^*5 7t'>tC71 I *it7 

^ ’JfrTf f7C7 CTO >i3C71 ; 7t^T7 7t^ C'^.T^ ’?Tfl '5tr7 7f%C7 ^1%r7 f^5R | 
^t 7tift7 f%37 c7i:7 crtt7 TOin ii7: f7?:7 CTO 7rtftc7 fVgiit^i ttoti 

'7T7t7 'o\t f7C7 C77 ? C7f5n 7vft7 7r«T C$v^ 7t 7 tC 7 7 

^ 77[ fV^l 77717 77T, 77 C7TC7 15tr7 Wto fwT7% I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Maulvi ABDUL WANED: 7T^rc7 717 ^ 777 ) ftft T^TCSTl ^ C7l7 

57 TOTtlTF f7Cli vilCTl^ ^ 71 TOT fTOT^ I f%l7 ^T ftlTF TCJ^ ^ ^77 C^lC^T 
mvTfii C5m7 fV TO? Tiri^ Tin ■?T% ^ ft cTicir Sk^n ^ 71 ^ 
^7tC7 TT^JTTI 71, ^5t^t77 Tift F|[R I TTl^S 'OT i 

7JT P^lCTfr Tltir J3T^ cTlT^ ; ^5 ftliTT^ Tll5l7 TOC^ 71 I T^t5 

^T^tl '!t7‘ ^"511:7 Ttfer ; C7 CT^^ '^I7»tt7 C^ CTlCT TOT TlTOTl I ’ylft 
ftffni 7CT SkrfT ^i?^ CT'^fft ctr c^c^ i 7i5i\t*^ Tsn ft ^itrt c«TBr5t ^ 
c^. JiVs TCP 7CP^ c^ ^fro I ftrcT cr cptcn ptftr P7i 

TO TOTfr (7i TO CTOCT? (Langhter.) 

vflfkP TTlft ’5t7 ftr ^7^1 TOy PTlT tfTO5 ft C7 TOTO ^5f%C7 p fC 7C^ 15T7 
frHftlS ^TTF UlT UijTT CPlTirS ift^iTit I 7l7t7*nK C^CT Sllf 'olffc.tS, fPTI 
CT^ TTtftft TO ftr ^5517 CTFtTO iTtTOT^ iWlT I C7TC¥ fTOtTlTOCil 7|t#t 
C7 #|71P CTO fPT «|I5 c> 5 7t7 TO WtW TtCT fr^ftT 57 71 I Tl ftp TO 7PH 

fts yscTT ^friSr 4TO1 tTOt ^7 cocr Skn tot f%fT cr^ c75fetc7F cfer- 
fsTO TOFti to TOTi 7TO SkiTT “mn cto Ar TO^ 
TO, 7fen TOlf TOtift TntT?" 
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^ I oiimi ^ f%jf ^Ftcw (?wftr 

^ I ^ c^^rtwmt^ ?ir^ I fipi 4wf^ fiFi ^ 

wtts I 

Miulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wit^h I could convince my 
honourable friend Mr. Bokainagri that the people of Benj^ul are not just so 
foolish as he likes them to be; condemning thi.s Ministry hr their alleged 
failure to solve the food pn^blem, he thinks he i.s giving proof of bis 
sympathy for the starving masses. AVe know how much weight is to be 
put on the words of those who, when in power, did nothing. 

Sir, I congratulate tlie Hon 'hie Mr. Suliraw ards if not for anything else 
at least for his ability to correctly appreciate the situation. He has very 
recently in one of his .statements said: — “J .shall organise Bengal on famine 
basis”. I congratulate him for this statement, 

Sir, this province is really passing through a first cla.ss crisis. We are 
here talking <»f starvation, pestilence and d<*ath. What %iins me i.s that 
even when we are passing through this great crisis wc have not been able 
to come to <»ur proi>er .senses A Parliament, eonstituted on the moilel of 
that political system known as westerit democracy, is supj>o.sed to he a 
mac'hinery through which the will of the naticm speaks, hut in reality it i.s 
a ntuehinery tltrough which the will oi the majority and more correcti^ the 
will of the coterie that domiuatc.s the majority speaka. J do not know whut 
actually happens in the Mother oi Ihirliameiits, hut, Sir. in this daughter 
of the mother 1 have never, in the eourse of my si'ven years' experience, 
wen any matter being discus.sed on its merits. Kver\ thing proceeds aeecird- 
ing to prearranged ]»art\ [ililns. I tliink that this should 1 m‘ made an 
oecasioii at least for (jod's sake when things may be diKcussed on their 
merits in view* of the pestilence and disease, in view of the unthinkable 
sutBferings of those whom we are supposed to repre.sent. I do not think that 
any man, einuimstaiiced as we are, can sedve the food prrdilem alou« unless 
he l)e aided by (lod. We are all Muslims. The Jlon’hle Jaoider of the 
House, the Chief Minister is a Muslim; the Hon’hle Minister in <*harge of 
Civil Supplies is a Muslim and fortunate!} the honourable lander of the 
Opposition is also a Muslim. We Mu-hHiiis believe in (iod. Let us, there- 
fore, take it that Providence in His wisdom has placed Mr. Suhrawardy in 
charge of the Supply Department. We have at least this satisfaction that 
we have placed the best amongst us in charge of this department. He has 
done all that a human being in the cirrumstanees could possibly do. 
Failure and success are in the hand.s of Providence. We are not responsible 
for failure or «uct‘ess. Our responsibility lies in our doing our duty well 
and we are s^sfied that tbe Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy has done bis job 
well, and I hope that in all fairness everyone concerned will have to admit 
that. 

Sir, il any piece of legislation or if any sty lb of oration cxiuld solve 
this problem, then we could have all sat together and passed that piece of 
legislation or delivered speeches in that style. Legislation or oration cannot 
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Mte the people. The only thing that can save them is an united action. 
Instead of indulging in party politics let us all combine together in a 
religious spirit and try to solve this problem. 

"^^Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy, like all other human beings, is not infallible. 
He has made mistakes and he may in future also make mistakes. Instead 
of showering curses and abuses on him for his mistakes, let us in his moments 
of disappointments fill him with energy and courage. I would appeal to 
the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition and through him toi his party to 
consider whether it is time for us to take any political advantaga%out of this 
grave situation, out of this starvation and out of \he sufferings of millions 
of our country men. 

(At this sta^ the red light was lit, but the member was given two 
minutes’ time to finish his spceidi ) 

• 

Sir, we may have causes for fighting one another or making peace with 
one another, l^t in order that we can fight or we can make peace with 
one another it is necessary tliat we must live. I would most seriously 
request all to defer their petty squabbles for the present and to deposit ail 
the causes of their political quarrels in their political reserve bank. Let 
us survive first and then let us see whether we shall have to fight or to make 
peace. 

* 

Mn. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to say a few 
words about this question. We have heard so much about the condition of 
Bengal, but I still feel that Chittagong is in a much worse condition than 
many places and Fahall give you some of the reasons fbr my feeling Jn that 
direction. 

As you know, we used to have a lot of rice, a great deal of rice, from 
Burma. In fact, many Chittagonians used to live almost entirely on 
Rangoon rice. That rice has not b**en forthcoming now for many months. 

Another thing is that last year’s crop was a very disappointing one, 
mucl^dess than we had hoped for. Another reason is that two lakhs of 
evacuees m come from Burma. They came to the Chittagong district last 
year. They came with practically nothing, without money and certainly 
without food, and they had to be ariven food. 

Then, there is the military and last but not least the mules of the 
military. I know that the military has to be fed. I know that the mules 
have to be fed. I for one w'ould be loath to see even a dumb animal go 
unfed. But you cannot go on feeding the military at the expense of the 
civil population for all time and that is what is happening in Chittagong. 
People starving in Chittagong were asked to grow more ric^ not for them- 
selves but for the military'. I do realise that the military must be fed and 
that the mules which carry their kit must be fed. But I do feel that the 
District Magistrate of Chittagong is there to look after the civil population, 
and not the military. There are plenty of people to look after the 
military. 
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Then again, there are so many families in Chittagong with almost no 
earning members. Many of the menfolk are p<)Iiti(‘al prisoners. Many of 
them are detenus and last year several huudre<ls of people were kille<!. It 
means again there are so many families with no earning member. 

Then again, I have to grumble alnuit what I feel is the unfair 
way in whioh tbod distribution is arranged, (ioverninent servants, as 
Mr. Dhirendra Natli Datta has said. <‘an get rice at seers per rupee and 
sugar at iS annas a seer. Kation card is given to tho.se i>eople who earn up 
to Rs. a hionth. Y’ou cun just iinugiiie the state of tho.se people who 
earn a rupee a dny^ M liat can a lul>ourer who earns a rupet* a day do^ 
Sometimes people earning Rs. :»tH) takes advantage of the ration card. A 
dai]\ labourer who eariiN a rupee a da\ has to pa\ 10 annas per seer of 
rice. AVhat is that to tee<l a tamilx Y I do sa\ that the arrangement that 
has been made tor the <listrihution oi‘ food is e\treiiiel\ Unfair. 

J lieu again, there are tin* H-^hernieii id Chittagong and they are in a 
terrible crisis. .Vs \ou know, lioats have been removed and conse(|ueutly 
no Ikiat can go into the Bay oi Bengal which means that the livelihood ot 
fishermen has gone. 'I'lieie is plent\ ot siope for fishers in Chittagong 
rivers and tanks, ljut that does not give much work to the fishermen. These 
fishermen have been fisheimen toi man\ giuieiations and even their women- 
folk are Used to helping them lather than doing other w'ork. (lovernment 
hifvt* dlstiihuted Mune spinning wheels and sonii* seers of cotton. A man 
who has not been used to that kind of work cannot at once get much out of 
it and it means that the uniount he earns is ver> , ver\ Hinall, e(*rtainly not 
enough to live on. 

' 'j 

Then again, 1 would draw voiii attention to the roving begg#r.s. Tliev 
Used to he fed b\ jieojile but now ever\ grain of food counts and they I'unnot 
get anything. No one can give any grain of food to these beggars. People 
are boiling the leaves ot mango trees and eating them and they are also 
eating red potatoes which are undoubtedly very substantial but not good for 
stomach, (.'holera and malaria are taking a heavy toll of these people. 
There is no medicine for cholera and tliere is no medicine for malaria. 
Recently six or seven fishermen died in a vcr\ .small urea in a smalP 

tank and nowadays when we talk of jieople dying of starvuWm I wonder 
whether we reali.se .seriouslv what it means. J have alway.s realis«*d it and 
1 have admitted' it. 

There ia another matter on which I would like to say a W'ord. 1 know 
for a fact — I am not s|>eaking from mere hearsay— that a man who wanted 
to send att<i to Chittagong applied for permission. At first he could not 
get it. Next time he went with a ver\ nice present and he was succesaful 
in getting the permission. A day or two later, the embargo was removed 
and the man felt that his present had been wasted. He went to the officer 
and said “let u.s make it half and half". In the end he managed to get 
back more than three-quarters of the present. One thing I must say that 
the man who gave that present is not going to he the loser. It is the poor 
man who is going to buy that atUt who is going to payJ' 

23 
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There is niueh that I want to say but I have no time. I feel that you 
must send rice to Chittagong and you must see that it is properly 
distributed. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for lo minutes for prayer.) 

(After fi(lj(/urtirneiit. ) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the short time 
available to me I propose to focus on the centre spot in the picture. You 
know that the last Governinent were manoeuvred out of office and the 
present (iovernment installe<i in their place on the food question. I am 
therefore entitled to ask the (jiiestion as to what have been the achievements 
of the present Government in the soluticm of the food (juestion. Tlie present 
Government have he^ui in office for more than three imuiths. (The Hon'ble 
Mr. H. S. SriiHAWARDY; Xot thiee months.) stand corrected, about 
three months, and what have the> achieved so far^ Sir. this (juestion may 
be answered in one short .sentence: While f(»rmerl\ tfiere was starvation, 
today there is death. I use no language of exaggeration when 1 say that 
today there is death : apart from (‘a.ses of actual deatli from starvation 
reported from various parts of the countiy the disea^es that are reported 
t(Klay to take a fieavy t(dl of human lives are reall\ diseases (d no food. 
How can people have food when then* is no food ^ How can poor people 
have food when the pri<‘e has shot up to as much as cent per cent, since tlits 
Government accepted office. So people are starving anxl <lyi»ig. This is 
the first quarterly halan<*e-sheet oi the Nazimuddin administration in the 
mutter of food, I^et us .see liow tliis baian<‘e-s]je(“t came to be ])repart‘d. 
As 1 have alreudv said, the hi''! (io\einmcnt weie manoeuvred out of (ffftce 
and the present one installed in their place on the food que.stion. Sir, it 
is no use recalling how His Kxcellency Sii dohn llerbeit h_\ ajiphcation ot 
questionable methods installed hi.^ prize-bo\ , Sir Nazimuddin, in office. 
Sufli<*e it to .sa> for our juesent puipo>e that the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
anyhow got installed in office and immediatel\ on ai ceptaiiee of office he 
thought and naturally tliought that lh*ngal might forgid the grievous wrong 
ttjbiat she had suffered in the hands of a reart ionars and partisan 
Governor tlirough Sir Nazim’s insti umeiitalit> if he and his Gr»vernment 
could solve the food problem to somt* extent. Sir Nazimuddin applied 
himself to the solution of the tr»od problem ami in lliis gigantic task on 
whom (’ould he depend hut the little wizard ot the Muslim League, the 
Hou’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. Mr. Suhrawardy is young, energetic, 
and clever — —(Mr. Kir.an S.ank.\r Hoy: He is not >oung!) Youth is more 
a psychological phenomenon than physitdogical Let me say, he is young 
psychologically; and I should say he is generally well-informed and well- 
read; hut he is erratic and above all he is a magician and like all magicians 
he believes a little too much in trickeries. He lias apj>lied trickeries to the 
iolutiou of the problem and has brought the provime to grief. Immediately 
on aeceptanee of oftiee the Hou'ble Mr. Suhrawardy undertook to repudiate 
the obvious. He began to preach his pet uo->hortage theory. The 
Miuister-magieian by the sleight of hands, as it were, tried to convert the 
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obvious shortage into sufficiency. What did it matter to Mr. Suhrawardy 
that the supply-demand position of food-grains in the provim-e had greatly 
deteriorated.*^ What did it matter to Mr. Suhrawardy that supplies from 
Burma had been lost to the provinre.*^ What did it matter t*) Mr. Suhra- 
wardy that tljcre hacl l>et'n tailure of crop.s over a «ide area owing to 
<*yclones, floods and other natural causes ^ \\'hat did it matter to 
Mr. Suhraward\ that the demand ot tood>tuft‘s had greatly extended owing 
firstly to the influx (d a large nuiiiher of p«*ople in the industrial areas of 
Calcutta ami Howrah, sectuidly. tt» tlie influx ol a large nun>lH*r of evacuees 
from Burma and Mala\, and la>tl\. owing lo the >tatii»ning of a hig army 
on the eastern frontiei ut tin* pruvinre*' Tlie man in the street knows all 
these patent facts hut Mr Suhrawanl\ pretends flint he iliil not. He 
listened to his Mast4*rs* voices; was it not Mr I, S .Aniery who speaking 
on the general f(M»d situation in India said that it was m*t a (juestion «*f 
shortage hut a <juestion tif maladjtistineiit ?' (The Hon’hle Mr, H. S. 
SuiiK \\\ AK‘l)^ : Hi* ^p<^ke afiei I dnl » In that ea*'!* lu* lielp»*il Mr. Amery 
to make that ptepostercus stati'iuent .\g^am wa" it not .Majoi \Voo«l who 
speaking on the Betigal food '.ituation fiefote Mr Snliiawaid) said that in 
Bengal it was not a (jncstion <d ph\*'i(al 'shortage hnt a <jU(‘sfion (d 
hoarding. On llii*' iniaginarx hoarding. Mr Su}iraward\ set hi" !n*art. 
He imagined he could s<dve Bengal " food piidilem h\ dehoatding this 
imaginary hoarded "feck He did not l(«>k for the-e hoanU in )daci‘s where 
tl*e\ might exist, viz . in the god<»wns of t'ahutta and Howrah, specially 
in the hig godowns of the Hnr<i S/thihy <d ('ii\e Street, hnl he proposed to 
find them, magician as he is. in pla««‘s where the\ eonld not and did not 
exist, viz , in the poor men’s hovels in niufassil He initialed his nieinoruhlc 
antisiioarding drive witii gr*«‘al <*eienion\ and tiumpeiing, From whal he 
proclaimeil alvout the food drive, one might havt* lhoU}.'hl that he woultl 
flood the whide province with the dehoarded stock, hut at lon^ last —only 
yesterday — like a im*ek lamh he Ideated out in n*pl\ In insisl«Mil (jUeiies, 
yes, tleficit has fieeii reported from ever\ area All right, it is never too 
late. Have the cmiragi* now to sa\ that Bengal is a didieif jirovinci*; hav»* 
the courage to declare Bengal a famine area; liave the courage to say that 
not au ounce of foodsTuft shall go out from Bengal to any country whatsoever 
and have the (murage tti fell His Majesty’s (jovernment that Bengal has got 
to he fed if the war in the Fast is to Im* won and ajiproach His MajcHty's 
Government for .suyiply of ffaidstufts from overseas'' 1 knf*w tfiat he wdll 
not have that courage. 1 know that even if he makes that demand he 
cannot make it irresistible It was mereh to make this demand irresistihle 
that we on this hide «)f the House made an offer t<j them for an all-partiea 
Ministry, hut the\ turned down that pr(»posal under the protecting wingM 
of a partisan (irrvernor and t}ie\ will go down to history as a nutiiber of 
people who have lad rased a great cau^e siiid who have thrived and 
prospered on the ruinatnm aiHi «ieath jd their e(Mjntr\men It is for them to 
an.swer what they will (h». l»ow tlM‘\ will H<dve the i»r<d>lem, 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Mr SjHakei. sir, we in this part\ are op^Kised 
to the special motions moved by the Opposition in sj, far a« they ceuHure 
Government for failure to tackle the food problem. As regards remedi.s, 
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for a ver\ serious situation, there are many points in the special motions 
on which all parties couhl a^ree. We consider, however, that Government 
in the short time they have been in office have endeavoured to tackle the food 
juohlem with energy and determination, and that they are not to blame -for 
the deterioration which has occurred. The present is not the time for 
<eiisun* and recriminations. Mistakes — serious mi^^takes — have been made 
in the past, but it is futile now to rake these uj) for use as political 
bludgeons. The situation in this provin(*e is critical and, if it is not to 
become more so, all the skill, knowledge and resourcefulness of all parties 
must be thrown into a common pool. 

1 think lionouralile members will agree that Beiigars food problem 
cannot be separated from the food problem ot India as a whole and 
doubtless they wel(;ome, as we do, the directives issued recently by the 
Central (jovernnient following the Delhi eonierence. 

Now, Sir, the (Vntral (lovernment in its statement of food policy 
rightly lay stress on the rigorous enforcement of the Food (irains (’ontrol 
Order. This order, we understami, is in force in Ifengal. and gives the Local 
Government great powers to control the trade and movement of food-grains. 
It will be interesting to know from the Hon’ble Mini>ter in (‘barge of the 
(■ivil Supjily Dejiurtment how tai this order i'' being enforced, tiovern- 
ment should in our view exercise strict control over all rice mills in the 
proviiK'e a.s we te(*l that it is through these mills that th(‘ movement of rice 
can best be controlled. Dice mills are, for the most part, highly concen- 
trated in c(*rtain areas, and have clearly defined normal sources of supplv. 
A large jiart ot the rice crop passes through the mills on its way from the 
producers to the c(msumers, and it seems t(» us obvious it is here that the 
main flow of nee to the general public can l>est be directed and controlled. 

I suggest that (invernment should establish a spetdal staff for their 
inspei’tion and supervision 

Much ciiticism, Sir. has be(*n levelled against the rei*ent anti-hoarding 
drive ot I In* Bengal (foveinment. Stuue is pertinent, tor we in this party 
believe that il was a mistake to extlude llowiah and Calcutta from it', 
scope, e think that this drive will have .served a most u.selul purpose 
if it has resulted in filling, however. inmleijuutelN , the gap which exists in 
our food statistics. Its main value, however, has been to effect some 
measun* «»t redistribution in the rural areas In this matter Bengal has 
given an important lead which the Governinent ot India is urging other 
provinces U> follow. 

Sir, before Government can tackle the problem food distribution, they 
must concentrate tirst on the elimination of hoarding and profiteering, and 
deal mercilessly with black marketeers. I think that no matter how severe 
are the }>enalties meted out to those gentry, they will have the whole- 
hearted approval ot the people of this provinee. No longer can action be 
restricted to issuing vague threats and prosecuting |>etty traders. It is the 
big hoarders, those who hope to profit on a large »t;ale, who must be 
brought to b(H>k. Again I think it is no exaggeration to say that the 
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people of Beiijral will aid Oovernineiit to i^niell out tliejk* pests once tKev 
*re convinced that tiovernineiit are determined to stamp them out by all 
inean;^ in their |M>wer. 

^Reference has often been made to the stocks of rice and other foodstuffs 
held by industrial employers for the bt*uetij of their workers. Such 
employers have frequently been blamed for iucreasinjf the fcmd difli<’ulties 
of the province by buyinjr at hiffh prices in the open market. In the 
absence of (jovernment assintance in the matter *»f supplies they have been 
forced to do so. The syNtem is not a irood one. and has inherent in it the 
danjfer of competitive buyinjf, partii‘ulurl> in a market free of all price 
control. 

It njay interest honourable mmlM*rs to know that the u^^regate stocks 
of rice held hy participants in the Beiifral ('hainhcr f<H»d scheme on the JitHh 
of June amounted tr) u supply sufficient onl\ t4» mwt fonr and half weeks' 
requirements 4»f the total labour forces catered for l)y the scheme, on a 
rigidly rationed hjisi«. (»f s<M*rs p«*r we<*k tor j\ite mill and inisc'ellaneous 
factor;- labour, ami -U sccis jxr woek foi 4*n#i’im'erin^ and juihlic utility 
labour. Tlie prices at which net* and tUloT ftaal ('ommoditics ar«‘ made 
available to industrial workers an* thosr fi\rd h\ the (iovernment of Meni;al 
on the 18th Sej)tcnihcr. Iftt*..* Ind\istiial woikcrs an* tlius obtaining 
at aj>pio\imat<*iy thre«* annas a st*fr a^rainst a 4Mist t<» the employers of 
tkirt cell annas p«T si'cr. 

Sir, (fOV4*rnmcnt has h<*»*n blamed tor its tailuic to sc< un* supplies of 
rice from nei^hhourin^^ provimes, and it must la* pointeil out in all fairness 
that the lailure was <lue in the tiist pla<-e to the retusal of the surplus 
provinces to fulfil the basic j»lan of the tiovernineiit of Itiilia. and in tin* 
second place to the steps which they took to prevent fiet‘ trade. 

The important ijiiestidii <d prices hail mm*h to do witli the failuie of 
free tragic as tlie danger oi a hi^jh prii*** level in Bengal, at tract more 
than surpluses from Ben^^aj's neighbours, was j^^reat. As it is - prices of 
rii'e in the iicio-hlmur in^^ surplus provinces have shown a marke<l sympathe- 
tic rise -completely unjustified h\ the extent of trailc which ])asHed. 1 
wtiuld warn tlic Hon'hlc Minister that internal food prices must be 
drastically lowered],' and held at a much lower level. ln*tore ad«*(iuafe 
supjdies will he willinjfly forthi'omiiij; from other more huppilv situated 
provinces. 

The people of Benjfal. .Sir. have suffered jrr<‘atl\ from lack of prejiaration 
to meet a food situation which many montlis aj^-o threatened to develop inh» 
the crisis of t4>dHy. This must not happen ajraiii — urnl (iovernment in spite 
of pre-oecupatioii with' the [iresent food difficulties — must look and plan 
ahead. Are plans bein^f devised to ({iiifnd and distribute the next rice 
crop, and the one after that'r If so, I wmuld ask the Him’hle Minister to 
give the House detail of micIi proposaln. 

More food must l>e grown in Bengal and. while we feel that the present 
Government are tackling this jiroblem seriousl,;, much still re^iiiains to be 
done. There is the question of irrigation whi<h is fundamental to the 
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increanefl prodiution of food crops in the province. Sir William Stampe 
has, M'e understand, recommended certain steps in this connection, and we 
should like to know what action is being taken on them. Doubtless, certain 
equipment will he re(iuired which, under present conditions, may not. be 
easy to obtain. We, Sir, feel that this difficulty can W overcome if the 
(ioveriiment of llengal jiress their claim in the proper (iiiarter with sufficient 
determination. 

Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I commence 
my revi(‘W' of the statement on food situation in Bengal made by the 
lloirble Minister in charge of (.’ivil Supplier, J w(mld congratulate the 
Minister in charge* on his bringing out such a nice pit'ce of literature that 
contains pregnant statement on food >ituation. As a ni(‘c piece of litera- 
ture it not only contains the* heaeity eef explosion, vocabulary, Ntyle and 
dictum and maste*rl\ hanelling the subje'ct (d dis<-ussion, but elaims right 
ap]ue*e‘iation of ihe* climax ed his expeetation and aiiti-edimax marked and 
admitte*el In him in his pathetic mde (d stern reality and pre*s<*nt state of 
things. Sir. iti the meuieegraph ])ubhshe*d b\ the* Hon’Iele Minister 1 find 
see many “wiirs” to murk his luture* e‘\pcetat ions and big hopes, and so 
many ve*rbs in the* prese*nt and past te*nse*s tei exjdain the* various grounds 
e)f his se*lf-e‘ulog\ em the re*e*e*nt feeod elrive* as \ve*ll as the e)utbursts of .senti- 
ments e)n the exi>ting state* of affairs, while* thousand's ed the unfortunates 
of this ])re)vince‘ are* slaneling on the* veTge* ed d<*ath anel destruction feu* 
Hhee*r want ed their <lail> mors<*ls It is a niee* thing indeeel tee make an 
hone'st attempt tee re*me)ve* from the* mind eet the* dying multitueb* the panic 
(d death of .she*e*r starvation. It is a pieuis jeeb ineie‘eel tee eb'vote all emr 
euiergy tee the* refeermalieen e»f eleviN ami puig-e* the*n- hearts off their greed 
of spee-ulat ive* gains, while the*ir vie tiins an* aln*ael\ bre'athing tht*ir last. 

Sir, it is a e|Ue*sti<en ot life* anel death 1'he* soriousm*ss of the preeblem 
e*un hardl> be* e*\agge*rate*el It require‘s imme'diate seelutieen. But what 1 
finel in the slate*menl eef the* Heen’bb* Ministe*r in e harge. falls far sheut eef 
what e*ver>eene* expeedeel. It is over twee memths iliat the* pre‘sent Ministry 
has bee*n in eeffie*e. but elo we finel e*t an.\ appre*e lable full in the prie e eef 
rie*e* anel (dhe*r css<*ntial e euumeMlitie*s in this preevine e* i' Do met we still 
find the starving anel nakeel millions threiughe>ut the* length anel breaelth of 
Bengali^ l)e» we* yet hear eef impeertations of the* neeVssar\ ejuantities of 
rice* freuu e>ther pnevinces. which have surplus to spare feer us^ What sure 
step has as \e*( been take*n te» ste»p further t*xportatie>ns of rie'e anel either 
femelstuff freuu this preivinceJ^ What aiimunt of beans has been granted to 
the poeir e ultivators e>f Bengal te> ensure future ereips?' J)itl the eultivators 
rec'eive their expeeteel seeellings this sea.se > n He»w many pairs of cloths 
have as \e*t h«*en se>ld at eemtredled priee to the niiked millions of Bengal? 

Where are the answers to these ejuestions. Sir. in the statement e>t the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge? As yet 1 elo md find the actual figure of 
stocks that have been seized in the ree*ent drive. The*re*s a whisper in the 
air that there was no appreciable steak throughout this province to be 
seiaed, as in the recent drive the offie*ers appointeel in it failed to discover 
an\ sU' h iif spite of their siiic*ere and honest attempts. Unless and until 



m3,; 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


347 


the actual figure is dijw'losed the truth of what is heard is sure to stand 
admitted. The Hon hle MiuLster seems to In* so very jubilant over the 
sueee>s of the equitable distribution of the seized stuff in the last drive; 
but may 1 know why the erx of starvation i> still heard throughout this 
province?^ Whx the influx of ^tJ^rving villagers still <‘rowd the streets of 
this city of (’alrufta:" 

There is no denial ot the fart that ot all the other pn»viiiees in India 
the position of Hengal has heroine worst The supply-ilemand position of 
hers has deteriorated most misfrablx . The demand of rice has, in this 
provime. greatlx expande<l as a result of a large influx of xvorkers into the 
Calcutta industrial aieas and other militarx xvorks and of evacuees from 
lUirma and Malax as well as the stationing ot a big army on our eiistem 
froiitiei To make matter xxoise tin- hapha/.ard judirx of the (lovernment, 
nlxvaxs tailing in rtb*rtivrlx r<»-i»rdinat ing and «’ontr«dling the different 
tlepartinental functions, has hiought about the link of I’onlidenee of the 
general piildic and husinessmen in the ahilitx <»f the (ioviunment. 

Sir. I do not hnd anx reason win the present Ministry should not 
declaic Hengal as tlic iamim- area, while the naked and starving millions 
ot tills piovinee ale alreadx praying toi death, which tliex now consider 

to he the onlx soho e ot tlo-ir lives I think it to be tlie solemn duty of the 

(iovei nmeiit now to declare Hengal as the famine area and take over the 
respoiisihil It X oi feeding the hiingrx people ot tills piovinee and clothing 
tliem 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BI8WA8: Mr Speaker. Sir, before you ask 
anothei membei to sj>eak I risi* on a point ol peisonal <*\planution . 1 was 

not pieseiit here w lien Ml Alxlul Wahab Khan spe^ke. ll»' said that T 
was respofisihle for drixing out paddx from Hengal Sir, that is a 
malicious lie ami 1 treat it with tlie eonteinpt it deserves. 

Mr. 8FEAKER! Do not use tlie exfuession “lie ". Mr liiswus, will 

you ])lease resume your seat!*' That is not a personal explanation. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

'arrm At 

'^Pr3 i ‘Sit JEffCfftt”’! V.’S'Ch 

^ I 

mrwt r^r:4 ■fHn 

"eWTS 1 (A member: ci] cmr) 

fffi' 3m TjT 3jnj?mr ^9* vti 

Tste g n::^ 4vy <nn i Ptri 

IRTOl^ tv fVhrStCsf VJI] <tT»T-»IWI VSP9 ^ 

foi '47* At fcff I 

(Mr. Abu Hoahain Sarkar ; mt C^TtY m ‘Yf? ’PltY ^ l) 
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aT?Prf#t ^sTtpr ^T-Wm 

< 4 ?: ^f^TT-’TWI ^ tpSt^ < 4 UTCf^, C?. •IC'ft'bM 

^ ^r?T (Pff >j;’?t t5Ti?^?r it?i 

S<Wf^ ?p®n 7 nr (Tf 5 n ^ i 

^rrji < 4 ^ 'Bffe trnrrflF^ firstc-st^r ^ fw? •KtOT ^ 

« 4 ^^*f *f ’ft^ < 4 ^* o*rf^^ •TO ■YT^fwcsn, < 4 ^ 

5 fYi < 7 rfi^ csi fk^# 'ai^lkrtr «tf?«rfOT ^ 

(y^ fiR ?n? 3 T^ wrr^ ^prs crtnr o^fk^n i 'si csf^^s 

<4^ ^J'HWdK <4^^ v4^FBIR Ol •TO ^IRl CTtOifk^ ^5t9 fV 

(?rtr^i src^^r^ fk^n ^ ? fk^ i 4^: c^ sir ^ ^n a Ri^i fV ^ fkjp^t ^ 
trrvfBF^ir crta c^it^c.' 6 > i ’««'< "Tst^ <n:? oj 

^tar ^tXY ^cicb, — in Ft^ <tfkt?n:^ ; 

^[’rfiTST sft'srm CF 5 ^ 'jfi s •air^ 

C^ <f5t^ ’AMI? ^’r«rc5, 3MI Afe^ 'AMI trt | Xt^, 

^f^fr^TS 9f fkn (a sr^’lAAR, CAR ^ <ItS^fl CACH 
?t^f%A tpoR Atftn AAn 5R A1 — r?I C51 «ttOT'S R I '4^‘ ftA AtAC‘'f^ 

< 4 ^ ^tfktc^is * 4 ^^^^^ RC^fkrR ^fknoR ^^ 11 - 5:1 A‘f''<fRAC't, AM • 4 ’rs^A 

C»fC^ffkTR fk^f?ROTI CTStACM ; AfSXA ^ffel FtAI ^ft'ffeCA A<trYfT 3 AI 3 IJ? 

T:?! fkl fkAl?I ^ m fA I AW" 1 < CA^ ^fATtC^R v 4 A^ YTTO^ tf^lR ^rft — 
AMI < 4 AAA (k? 1 ?t <tt 91 I '^ 4 ’*fR ^ft C^>Aft ASr^ Ysp nTC 5 R CAR 

fkr^ v4^ <tfkrc?ni Atc^i r atcai rtrt »^r;5tn; ^t7?p 1 ^rr^iR ^ 

ATfAyftr^ (aaCA 'ot'JT ItCA ''tf^Ftr/i AC^fe^ — AR R f ^^y ^ C^R ^flR 
ARRTlt^ < 7 Tf^ #T <tCA A^tfkltl YOifkr > 5 ^ cAt’afArt »f 5 IFff-fkrfx AR 
ACAt'Jin AIR '3 FtAR 'ifktC^ < 4 A^CA^ ^ 4 ^ ^tfill^'-t'' A^ 

Ftf^CV C*?' 5^1 ^T^^fkl I (dapping from the (Jovernment Benches.) i 4 ^* 

A^^YR ' 4 A 1 ^ *rd^C 5 I < 7 T 1 ^ ARAl ’SfR^^R. , 4 ^: #11 =Tt:AR ARR 7 

^rfar^fiR ncA <^Wi5ii it^‘3 ^RciR 1 itc^^ f^iA Ta fFAH't^ c^itA f^cA^r ai ? 
(A member from the opposition Iwnch : CA^. ACAS? AtAR^-f F^FA^V^ Cm feCAA |) 
' 4 A: ftXAA I fAl S'tR feCAl A 1 | AR^f At:^A ffAl f^S* 

CARA fA- 5 R 5 Csr^^CA fACS^^ Af’YR AS^R AtACl CTRAfe^. -ilAr CA^ ACAt^ 
ACAt'-tr^ ' 4 A: 3 FfP ACT 3 FtAR AARAA YtTS At‘ 5 rRAC*tA ??R%A 

CA'SAl CYtCAfeXAl I (A member from the opjK) 4 tion bench : l) 'stfi 

-sfRi — ^f;,: ?Tfl I fACAt?t*»CAA ^ ’'^ifSP ’AfA CAR ^JTAA ^aH^ CA^ ; 

ATffC<RR iRl C*<kAI Af^. CA A’^ AAfkTR : FtAtA AAlACA Af^^tR^ 

^ffttA CA ACAt^nSl tfAH C’lC^lCS?. fACS^tAA CA fAA 3 Ai<t r»C»R ACA ^ 

^kkA CA A’tfA«ttA*»"rT 51 tfAft CFRAC^. ItA^ C*R ^fA^ffe '^f^CAA TO '% 

AAARA^ I l'*R v 4 AAt 3 I f^r?l feeT — aTFRai. — ’ i?tAAAl (Rai HarenDRA 
Nath Craudhuri : Sit down. Sit down, we won’t hear.) 
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Mr. RASIKLAL BISWAS: ^ItOI »mfai I 

(Noise and interruptions) ; 

Sabu NARENDRA NARAYAN CMAKRARARTY : 

— J1C3 ISt-Q 5^, 

<il^: ‘<3 C? ^C3 r-TTST ^fsHr 

'3 ^ ’RTCfiF ^ ?F^3 I 

Mr. SPEAKER ; il ^ C^. ^rm point ^ 

?r5T^ I 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CMAKRABARTV : ^m. 

(7R Sai«f (?Ftr^ ’TO 

»TO <71 ft3r ’n '£ <?ftOT5n^ TO 

^'r.^ ‘^’5T^ SrJ S«'5 ’T^ ’ftv 'il ’«f'oV'3 Cue’ll ntTO*! 

Tf'-n 'A'fl^ '^‘TO ^) : 

“T1h*v an* (lying; they an* Molding; they an* suffering; (hey are 
collapsing: they are starving. I woulil liki* to have a straight answer this 
evening from the Hon’hle Minister in charge of this department whether 
he has allowed the Civil Diiectorate Department not to direct the energies 
in the jiroper direi'tion Their coiitnd has not controlled tin* >^garieH of 
thP department; control has not controlled the sliady, filtliy transaction 
behind the scene; control has not contndled everything.” 

(A voK K ; W ho hu^ said so!*') 

^ <Rr: 

TO =^^^*51 ^ ''TO Coalition party^ 

I r^'^rs TOIf ^^5 CTtnife^f ^aj* 

<705^1^^ ^'TO fpiRi't TO’Tli^l? '! ^*TO -i3 

^ np 5rt*TO^ — •^f’r (yfoi ^vofv^ Ti-fv ^«farT^ r 

wc^ ?tsTO^ V Tfpif] 5TfTO "rrm y-^ frTO 

— (Tffev sffTO '3^^ yjPI * TO^I TO f^'Oi CTO ^ 

^ (7’fTO -3 ’ii'*TTO ^ I <7rM <7ltC^ftTO — ‘ TO 

TO f^C5 ’TfriTT ^”| nr3rr.5F .ij:R gn"’ ^rtTO^ ^>^7 'TO?1 CTOft 

TO c^pi TO C^ I (A VOICE : 'OT TOf^ TO ?) 

^’fSTTOTO C<tC^ TO r^TO ^rC^TT CTO^l TO"^ 0^ I 

TOlf’T, TOT5I . ■J’[ ^ ^'4 — l^fCTTC^rTr **'1^ TtTTi ’jat?! I f’TTO 

?jr5T^ '^ffr^rtTO ^3^ f^rf-r^ to??. '3=t* 7»toto f^nr 

'Q’ffTO TO I TOTOT $TO, gTO 

CTOf*'^ ^tTOS TO^ I TO^t tJTTJT^C'r. ^’Fvfi iTRr«f TO (3? 

JPPTO Trfv »PTtTO ’«fmi ?n) oTOrs TO7T «>tTO5 ^ttTOI 

I 4C^ fro 'TOTS TO — 3^1 "^1^ rfCpiTO ^TT 

TO", vlfr? TOTOk? *3^^ TOTO WTOtTO TOt TO t S 'lCg TOt 
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>a ’PPiTBr i jit^ ^ p«fc;^ iri^iirni ’^ts 

n-ura 5tf»fc5 o>^ 9< -5tc^ f»f(?r ;tmt? ^ ^ 

■ii’f 4^1 ^1 sftfi <cw *mf W5 rTfira C3R1 cB^ ^ 

trf‘f ’r75f 7f’r,^ I ijfff, fsejm ^|% w f?n crta 

4’f JiTi?i >R>m, iPi'im 

c»farc5— ■^ifTWs »ftc=n 1 .<i^; ■JiWr'fj ?flf%?r ?rf% ^MU l m '3 

ctfOT 'imt I ■JitsrcJin, ;tr5i n<c5T^»r ’wii-’tvsT sftiftTi 'srmi t? 

ftroi 5Tr3 c’tc^rfs Py hi. .4^ cmfk 

r ni I HT® ■il=»i?I fef^ g*t=I ^ HTfro 'HmiWH %fH 

^ ’f»?:i^? W“1H re's riTf-^^ Tmne^ ^te^i ^ ren 1 

’!if3R‘I '3 g-pysiranrH =f’e^ on, jpren Bnen hi i f^tn ^rs'r'CT'k^ 

W '59fH<m ■HnR‘f(TF HHTentBH) sFenfSHTR, '5'fH'3 CH ^ HHn C5lOi[^, 

'*?l»'3 erterp ftsf 'jtfH I -Hfsrc^F^ sftwT-jmrfH Hr* hchcb ’rij- 

ImiKTial Policy, HRf^l =?TfsH I Briti.sh Imperialiam^H 

nrejH^f en'ineH . 4 ^ chw, jrn?i 1 hthr c^Pten 

? !?TI r British Impt^rialism 'Hit HlHfeH-I STPT 'if OI ;pj- c’mCB— ' V.tsmi 
•flWCTH Hew 'Hfept fw HM (A meml)or frooi the Con^’reHs Bench : And 
you have iK-corae an agent of the British Imperialism.) Hp? Hi 

"tl’T'Fl JfertirH CJIhHI fneytft i (Noise and interruption.) "CstHHl Hp 
'HtHteHH new hi ,_; 5 Pp„ fnj Hf 3 Ph hi hi- 3 . ^ 

’ri'3 cjmi.— '5tr3 Prj aim hih hi i fHesTr hr, Pw wen 

CH-PrcHfr HHH HTH rt. 151 •■hRhi v^tPH i 'hIh 'hWcir new HP 

‘flr^ W.th.H L(K)k at England JjHeSH CTO' 0>^ 1 J-HesH WHHttftH'T 

CH r^sH Pwor HtTw? 'jT? cswePH otrs rm.— ■steHH hhth hr c^rWeaH 

C'PfHTs rm I HTtHtBirw c^h. -HtPa-^iew o’M. HelPHtneHs o'M 1 .aVtt 

CM »R->f«Hi HR-^I. Wt, ciRiews HTT (OfiMos rr? l” 

'^ITHI «lt?-f*-H| HI? mWHT tjRl ndHlRH 'SPOR H| | itHl Hm CWRTS »tRe5H 

HI m 01 CHi iStCHH, — hTH «l WHTi 'tlTTS Hi | o] O'CMM mtHfCHs ^Hl TWl CWtHR 

HI I HRHI »prt?tH. Ps^ HFIP 5 H m C^hPs. tJtlRH 'm c«tcw eWTH HTWSl. 

HJlH^f^ »ttCHl HI— oiwvfl jprtt •HfHHl HrrrrfP5Hie*t WtpH 1 HftHSsfr <9i 

Uiwr^ HTW srfHl WHtifi HTTH WR, CWR tr'm CHT^ ^trCHH fH I hhot 

’I^^Ph ch jrF¥<t Tm«r!:»l cami oi c»c»pr arm HtmPr arft? 

OSWeifH, HH I 01 wvtl HHTS sflHttH fn CH C5tHlt»tr HtJtWT HIHH Bff^BT 01 

f^CHS — CSWCHH He*'* V01 Ht® 'HtHttHfl ■4? OUg rl l V I ’"FHPT 

’wtHtH P^esf f%im oistti RI^I ®racw Hltm htmi^ c^tHiR?.— 'sitHttvH hh I Hanj 
Ht;*nc»l '•ft® Ri^rs: hi 5 ^ 5 , j^ttrs; ,p,f^ .p,n^ ^ 

*fnft»4lflrsi BtPtcff Seki| 'hi® hih^® tTnnw^turji 1 hrIh® •rc HiW'l l fits i 

fHfor RHI trnrlwr^BrsR WHl *fCH rCH, 'Hf®c®? fHf^BS (HHtH tsf1» I CM JfTRfWCT 
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c5r3'5ftv*5TT?:?^ tcwiwr^r 

c^ jRtr ’nprim — 

^iwc^ 3rfr ft: ’«iW] c?Tt?Ti?n — wftM 

Central GovernmentC^ “"tftl CJfTO ; ‘^^iTl?. ft^. ^t;3TtC^ 

^-Sf Tm ^ ftni 51^5T^ I ‘iJ’Tt 

^t5t^ ^ ^ wfft^ «tm rz^r o^s* ^ -nig 

0^ ^fs' ^‘RIF fnyri Denial policy^J '< 1 ^:?^ Tfi^ <^U>rZi^ 

yfyt^ irt^ ^jzrpn rz <^1? c^tr^T c^rtr^rf®^ 

zwrz , — 'ii ^ '5»^r*rt»]r 

^ I denial |)olicv^ ^‘oTT^ C^* ^''fOF ; Ttn^ ^9 

'^l'5'»^tC‘^ 'o C? I I)(*nial |H)liey ^'sTt^ ‘■*<4^ 

ft^TT? =rr?T Er?m>^ C' 

^Mft denial policy Tt*^Ttn'C*f‘T ft^sft ’fft^ff^. 

5jft?n. c^w^t. 5^irr^ 'ii^T' c^^ft'Tt'driR 7j:r^ m w^ 

^fv.^T ‘9 r.irft.T TT^ni Tt^rnft^ 

7X?f1 — ^ fvr;Tf 3rt‘^=T 3T^"sTtr»t^ -STrcgf^^ 'tM'-t' I 

"r^” >5^ 

il JTTt. *4 «f»ff T^rfesTJT l > 5 ? denial |K)liey=!T 

nz^ ''ll??! ftc^ Civil Supply DepartmentijifT Dirwiorate b'^fer^*T | 

:r#rc“'‘T jfrsy iSjt OrstZ'M ^rnrr: r^r^r fwc^ ^1 1 ^ 

bt^T zz, rTf rM'iPi R^T m. -ij f^ ^t'^1 ^TW^Tt^ ^rflrv^j 

%?f ^ I bPT ftpr731 Director. Control 'jpn, ftc^OT UPH 

barest 'aT'oPJ . 92 ^^.**PT 3|r5m T5 ^ d?1 ^rfl^PH *% 

sTt^rrcT^ <trs^ f^ji i 

^Tf^Tf^ bPT b’e^ '^(f^frv, ftc^TtC^ — 3rft^ vrfr^ir r/5^ ,jpT:?T 

nC3rTU5 ^Tt-ifC^P I r.^F?p; :r^ 15^ rJfiTi yr^ fsfl 

Tfr?] 5^ ^ C'T fror r^r^ 'Jjt prjzi 'j 

yprz^ C^fti^Mr^K TTfW ( C'ipifpl C^^PpT 

’ j Tpr > ?t */ srft »OPr 3ryt-rcv^ i^iatrict MaKiatraU* C^fWR 

(TTft^? CvfC^ ^ C^TTW^ I ^5^ — 'S(-f''T‘^ ^«f=T 

^’77f yypTf f r. 's 'ii’f ^^rirytft vrm, 

^^Ftrs *tt^ ^f#TF I '2*'^. ^rrWTT FT^ ajfr 

^’ir^r c^. fpi F*=5Tt9 ^rnr^ !! =>iTr3Tt^ 

sft^in? ^ C5Tz^ ; 5fiin c*^'9?n nv w — ii^ ^c<f?r 

?f%rt» ^^Rt? ^rtT^r ftrcri ^ f! it?} c^sfftrw? i 

?it?»tf?, ?^, ftft, ?mi, — ?? <r¥C3r oif «r^?'5i ft^f^ ?tftw:»P!r cw? 
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•fC«T? C'ilC^f^ r7tCii C^t6i«ii (A member from the opposition : 

rnifk^n ) I ^ fP'XT denial policy <j Civil Supply Department^? 

f?r?prffiT?r, ij <4?' ?T??T3t?] f^ff^fnr 

♦f^trs HiTlc^ ^pyf^ i fr^rfy^ ^ jrtf^ ^ ^ i 4^* 

m?? ^nm ’R^fstc? -5t^ <4?: f?r»rygrc? mn 

^ ?m I "51? ^fcwi ^rmc*f^ 3rtvti Qfirni* otni ; C’ltS 

c*f9 <4^ c?tfrsr?r «4^ ^^sTOt?, 

’fi'sutir^ipr? c0Yt? ^nrp:?? trrrr?# ?R)e |c«c^i ?? 4?r?^TOr? 

C*ff?t^t 5t5T wz ‘^fr^ I ^ ♦ 

?t^5‘<c^ *4^ — ‘ifhTtfiTrs C? ^ 

C*tC5 8IC ?tc?? ?rpF 7(fV ; KiCt 

cv'Gvi SfETi xri I <4^ ?? ?\5 4r?hn c?*n 

^ fV^ c? fVc^’3 ^Fot? ^ I <4^ nt^r? ?fR #T ?trT 

^ f%Pf ^fsr? ^*'»T I ?t*5n7:»<‘-r^ ?i ?r^ f?c? 

Pf 

PlGTC^ ’'qf?T? ?csr^5^ ?t’5TtT?^-fC^ C^? ^rft^ ?tT5Tr?l ^ I ?t*5Ttr‘'i 

C^OS yw? 3nft ’art??! f%l -stf^ 

*tt?? I C?iR fif^ 7^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ Sr^’f c’TT^o ’ttf? — at 

^ w^ r.^;^i I f^’% r?'.r3 ^ at vj^nr^ 

f^, ^t?i 4^?t:2[ ?fiTi ?B^T^ f^nrt'4 ?^?fer5R ; 'art? a\^ 

vc?Tt ?ft? ^-,f)r 7)f?^ 7(] I ?r? r t' c^? 4?^ ?tr 

C?^ '’SW? ?^?7 0*f? ; Sir, we have already explained fully how 

♦he preaent Gov(*rnment particularly the MininU'r in charge, has lost the confi- 
dence of all Bections including the members of his own i)art\% and the file must 
be entrusted to somebody more competent and who may be in a position to 
deliver goods and to* revise the whole thing profierly. \5t: ?T?TtU^? 

*atfBF ?t’?T? ^T-f?v5t^f ?ft? rti rvfr^ fi^- ’^rf??] 

c?t^tT5? ?^t? TTrj ttty ?n:?fe 4?t ^f? ®t: ?tvf7tc^? 's 'ft? 

?tyt?r cvfc^r V8(f;nn ?%^ y? ?i • ^ ty?t ?f’r?'s 

C?f?? oflScial congress c?f^*T^t? ???'? ^ r ? fe T :^*T ; '^rf? ^fsF 

?t?Ttift ?f?t? ?ft C? T?^ ’^^^3 ?f^ ?f3rt? official 

eongre884? ? ?1 «tf? — ’5t5 congress ’?rt? so called rongres84? 

*1i ir’nr ^ t!^c? i 

'^?7 “fNT? WT-^H ■BTW? ??r'4l? ’R? ?? 5t^t^ ?t?1 tprt? 
¥tTOp 4?’ ?rff ?5^i,j ?^«f ?ft:3rcf? i ’«f?HT 4 ? ^t?"fs \ 5f? ???n 

0t«i (»r5 c?c5^‘ 1 ???n ? T C t? 
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ftftaf ^ or ??U5i 09 ^ 5 m ’ppm ^^srr ^ 

r^ tTjrm <71 ^r^THi 5TT^" ?T^ — ^vff^ »rfiTO 

yafiy<f ^1?01 fVTV^ T5 5t I 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : :TPr% 3»ra*tfe '-fsm. Rna 

RSfiif I 3r#:rm T^3i 'f < «?7Tfl 4^ wn f^rnr ^ <tftl iJftn 

c^/7r%?Fi f c^ ^.^2? 3 frcT ^fi:*pr nrw c^ c^ 

(7Ft?rC^ ’3f3 ^<1 ^ '^>3T5Tr-f. ^ ^^1% ^tftWCT iTTf^C’^ TTT I 

?<f*r ^T^'P? ^It?i <7fmr5^ s^ ii<.^ cmcs^ i '^rPffr^PT wcm ^ffhn ^ 3 ^ 

c^rPTT!;? 5t?:^ w^ fe^ ^6^ 1 3^ 9^! ^ 

’3^ c?m?75 ^r ^ 

^rmOTi ‘ssrstr,^ f^.^TF^n 1 ^P\ i 

^f 'S’ltr^ TFT*^^^ contract ^T) fi^r C'yi >CI^6 frPFI 
?< Stan ?1 I f•(r.^ C'.M, 7;T^« 'nr.v ^1 ^ef (3rr«f%f 

distriburion wm TH^I ^1 4^* CttsHT*! C>)«m71 7I(7l f^C^ I 

Cn<f?7T 0 ^ ^Pn ^ — legal wayc^, illegal way C^ riftOP 

’rf*' ftar9 I 

•m 4^( §■<! 7^C"f<i ’•(^ '5F71T ft7IC5R. fT^Cl^ ^rCF^T TFt^f I 

c-sTi TTtrsrftaR tt;? ’Rtri i 4«Pi 

1^ C’^CT -rln h<a ^ 1 fri? atc?i ’Ttre^, irt^‘ 

(Tfl ?^fV1 C'^^F (J0<^ ft^l Ci^tCTOI 3t^^) allowance 3 Ci;i CSdT.:| mrW5 I 

ft^i c^<c*5 — csttan ^P)7:i5 ^r?! i cta^ ^<ar 

53W^Tc^ f^^i CoKi? cDi >6x IW< f*^ Ik^,^ 

^3" ^^\•>‘l\ 1^1 Sc;5 f'-f^^i h'a 4^>i?:5i i 

53f<iJh3 ^[1(1^ C^rc5«^ “4 Minister C^^l CWCS^.’l" ^ 

f|^ I irrs :Brf3r 71ClPi^-?t ctlc^rs C^*t Writers’ Buildingiii 

I <71 fsft <71^ =T^rn; 'ITttr i ^htr 5if^ 

♦ *♦♦♦♦ noine and disturbance.) 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of order, Sir. Why 
does the honourable member address like that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman. exception has been taken to your tn<er- 
ance of the name in that way. IMeane utter the full name— Mr. Nareudra 
Narayan Chakravarty. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : C^t^rfe ^ 

3r?m <7ti:3F^ elites ^TPn wivm <7rf¥i tri ^9 cwc^r i food m ^ 

C9pr Vff ^ I (71^ TOR 51Rn?^ — ^ ^ ^ C^t^ffar, !fl !ft»r TOOT 

TOf^ 9^ '4r^ C^’PPl C9K^ ftas MfrOH I ?trt #Tf^ 

5t%C^. ^C5fC5r (RTT^ C^tTO f^: WRft ^>*9ftCTOt« (TftV, t5t^ Sf1 -4% 

Gtun f^CST I 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. ZamMi, I ask you to come to food. 
Tou are indul|;^ii»g too much iu personalities. I will not allow you to 
indul^fe ho much in per.sonalititH. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : C? member 

#ri f¥*4fi TOT, sRi ^scg^»f« gl‘t f^rs tr*^ i cni' 

fiof? C^nrC® ^ (TI^ ^f^rnr'l bW#! C?rHtf — So called Congree.. 

51^1 a?, i 

Mr. SPEAKU : Mr. Zaman, do not bring in irrelevant matters. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Sir, rTTfsrfe foodijsT I ?PT?f«t 

5H i 

!fr5T ^'5m =T#r^ ^:sTrr«fcf^ »ic9f 

food problen ^olve I ’ 31 ^' 7]ZW ^ZW 

^v(t3frfift3 3(51*1?! ^nry^ ij^rt 

5 fr$ ftnr brain c<r.’^, cool (yz^] ; ^W 3 ftvmr fra 

3fi I ,ij5ft3T c^v:^ *3^? ??n c5ir?R*^ '^str^ i 

( 7 l^ further dwcuHnion C^'C^ Ftt Kl I 'f^^t'Z^'^ 

frsj Party meeting i] rsrp^if rrf * 31 ^ application 

a>T?rc!5^ i tbi^'h cfrt>^ 

c<ft^ vc< I orr^iz^ 3rr<i ii. c^?jz^ ai3ft77^ 

Tfl '2 — I 'StZ'^^ manager, salesman c?tni 

I ^!f^ 3i^t ]^ -s^UT ryz^ \ 

firsspll C’PT’rfe -il^ 3(vt I5;t^! ^'^rtf^ 07 0»r^ C31 c^ 

r 5T!:?n i7<yi -s^a ai^rroi 

?T^ ?rcyt^’S C5fTO^. factor>^5T C^TTTO, soldiers 

C51!:TO:I and others ^Pn ’-(iVC^ 

’tin C^*l 3fpT! ^’7C=7r?f C^CI? ilC^ Parliamentary Secretary cvtTI 

’JTC'T?!’ ^'3|3J'.| ^f%C?r frfe CBl^RltRI I 

Tf^Z^ jf?rsn3T Pr^S?tlT C'Tt^FT'i- MjK'^ I 5!?7 I 

(Nawabzada K. Nasakulla : srr:^ n) iftft 3lt35TI!:^ Wtft, 

y\^c^ ^ I 3fc?fT c^vffY ^ ^t(\z^ — C7\^z^ 'S^i (?r tofa ^i? i c^zi^ 

csTt^Fr^ ^rmr oountry?r c3Tnrr^ c#T^ (7f^ TOT I ^3r^ 'im 6^ c^ 
a fro *fi ^Pf c^?t i ^«ti to i 

wiz9^ wsT ^ ?rff^ ^ cisf TOi. ^TO^ TOT5trw, '•r<t5fr?f '«fen to to 

TOT Ytft?f 5?*?!!% <71TOTO ?Tt‘n fVg^Pii r^r%'%TO “^3?n ft OT’' T 
4=VTO <Mff — “?rf OT, ft^?rfPc3i I “?T# 3rfw -^'3t!:?rc5T ctotq TO" ?rT«ft 
v4^ TOi (.5m:<?T%:TOf ^t3rfn ^rfbr^^s fTi^ cTOlsm* TOti cto:to*i » 
C51 TO-^ ftv I ’5[^nTO?T ^Z^, zrfl51 Y1 f%J C5Cy 

cwzi m ft^ ! ftr «ii<fn;3T s ^ crotift^ 
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^ (?j^ CW5 I fVi m 

(stcftf I (?i^^ to ^ ^ (yfz^ 4jc^ 3tcw?j- ami trn ^t\w c^ c^ c^fc^ ! 

ftft Food Minister :5tiJ ^f?TC¥ <3Hr5 1 firfl? ’ifm,' 5^. 

^ rffvft ^ Wf3T I OTtV Orsnd HoteM 

^ : 3rf*>f, c^tt^ns, < 4 ^ Stos 

3 rc^? c? ^11 s*cR >rcw — 

^s ^ii?i «t5f c^.§^ — sn. R ^.3i c?^ C5r?:?i m i — 

c^5 to?s 5r?n ^t, <^r^ «fftr amrl* y^fr?R 

c^c^^c?c5 I ^ c^i ?f5.*?mit. fef^ cvn 

Ministered firceR ^ ^ f^a ^ 1 . 

OTfa V? 3n j IVM c^r?:^ Rruj %in — d^^ji wf^j- rti?^ — 4ft?T- 

^TC5T? 3fft^ c^ ?rf^ (y a^n cv*rr^5 c^< i (y rym 

C«lk^< C^rci 3T^ CT% ^fV — (At thin NtAge his alloUnl time being 
expired ) Speaker :R.vr«rV'5 ^41 ^ | 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr Zaman, pleaw* liniKh noon. 

Mr A. M. A. ZAMAN ; -41^ >,'dT5fii aC"^^ '^rsn ^6^ I wm 

•Jtt8''51^ CaC^^r^n 5T5Tf^C5^~~i:f7:R factory m.1. vffe’F ^fCR 

'>rf^ a I ’JTtVtnrs SoIdierH rw4 food 

^na. ^^5rt7T»^ «^a, ■*rr< a*<i ”Drf^ ’icw toi tot 

5Tf5TT(;'**W '^-^i i 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Zaman, your time ib up, 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: ^ «? to^^. Sir. lirrfv T^]wr,^ f^^SST’ll a^I r.n 

^ (?FSiC5^ 45t: ^f>.7 c^rf^nTr^ — c^Tf^ ^tofl Cflc<fn5 'it^ <i:p 

m ^RT I ^ r^wi c«CT?!R toi — a‘ .r cto ^t^r to i 

2 # vftTd rf\ 5T5i c*Rl^ to5 I “^ 2 ! 4^ 2 y'^a o^i ^rRsi^f 4 

edt-’frf^.’*F 42 ? /??# -mfi -art'^mr tor^^f f 'a>.R 

=ftffe?i 5f^ 4<- CRT 4C2I 2TRn cRrsRR ^temr i oRW.?! fm 

toPii cdf4c'A ett ^ r.^ hov, w.^ r Sck?;. c>f^ 
80\ c^ c*R 2 R ^ ':^ !W? »=(! C5t^ (yz^ r 

Mr. ANANDiLAL POOOAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 inuHt eonfesB F have 
nut been able to .‘<hare with the Hon’ble Mini.ster for Civil Supplies 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. This in a 
very unfortunate position. Mr. Mukherji Hhould have been allowed to 
speak now. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Hut Mr. Pmldar is already on 
his legs. 

Mf. 8PEAKER8 I intended to call upon Mr. Mukherji but Mr. Poddar 
rose firs*. Let him go on. I will call upon Mr. Mukherji pext. 
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Mr. ANANOILAL POODAR; As I was saying, Sir, I must confess 
have not, been able to share with the Hon’ble .^Mihister for Civil Suppli« 
his abundant optimism and so far as the trade is concerned I may tell hii 
frariSIy that his statement has been read as an eloquent commentary o 
the fruitless drive he had undfertaken with a view to escaping from th 
heavy responsibility of making a correct approach to the solution of th 
intriguing food problem. Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv has beei 
playing the role of the hero in the tragic drama that is being ‘enacted oi 
the stage of this unfortunate province today. Like the Pied Piper hi 
tried to bring out all hoarded stocks and he' feels that he has transferrer 
the panii' from the people to the hoarders. I must only tell him that hi 
has forced Uie poor cultivators to part with their little .stocks, often withom 
any immediate return and nipped in the biid the (trow More Food Schemi 
launched b> more sensible iiersons. I am sure. Sir, cultivators will not 
feel encouraged Ui grow more crops for the fear that whatever stock they 
will build up, will be taken away by the (iovernment Agents under execu- 
tive threats. So long, most of these cultivators had some stock to fall back 
upon ill critical days. Now, Kir, they will he in distres.s and resort to 
looting and Hon'bic Mr. Suhrawardi has to ihunk himself for these 
increasinj; criineH in llie countrvHifit*. 

Sir, the Moirhle MiiiisU*r for Tivil Supplies him not told u.s whut jseful 
statirtticrt ho has been able to twruro a.s a rosult of Avhat may be called his 
“ui.dei drive. What even the late J)e.hbaiidhu Chittaran^a 

Dart could not achieve with a band ot saerifieinK- workers, we are told the 
Hon’ble Minister has attained in course of a fortni^rbt.— he has laid the 
foundation of Pallimanj^ul Sumities. Hut from all aeeounts, people are 
dying of hunger, lakhs of people are living on Mith,, jack fruits and even 
mango skin, w<mien with children are begging for a eup of riee wafer, and 
teing desperate, men are eommitting suicide in order to escape from the 
responsibility of muiutaininjf starving families. Thanks to the Defence 
ot India Kules, the press is torbidden to publish these harrowing tales. 

, Sir. I have to thank the Hon’ble Minister lor admitting that he counted 
his chickens before they were hattdied and that he was able to state with 
a clear <-o«»cienee that there was or would be sufficiency^ because food- 
grains were coming to Hengal. I wonder how the Hon’ble Minister, who 
is reputed to be an intelligent man, could insist so long that there was no 
shortage of ric'e, knowing it fully well that Bengal has been a deficit 
province since the beginning of this century and had to depend for her 
rice supply on the Jar h<asteru countries and her neighbouring provinces. 
Sir. the Hon ble Minister must have been aware that the total deficit in 
rice requirements for Bengal amounts to approximately six an^^a half crore 
maunds per annum in a normal average year with a normat population 
and after the fall of Burma and Siam, and with thevinflux of lakhs of 
people into this provin<‘e, there has been an increasingly heavy shortage 
of rice, Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardv told the House in March last that the 
neighbouring provinces were not helping Bengal because “they are not 
satisfied^ , Sir, I am quoting his words — “that the Ministry in this proviaoe 
are dealing a^^uately with our own resources, that you are distributiiig 
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them properly, that you are putting down black marketing, hoarding and 
other anti-social activities.” But, Sir, although the Hon’ble Mr, Suhra- 
wardy and his competent colleague.s were ushered into the stage,, with 
the blessings from Olympian heights, the neigh l)ouriiig Provincjal Govern- 
ments would not realivse that a new Messiah had come to Bengal and would 
not co-operate with him. Perhaps, they have realised to their cost that 
the Mini.stry has not only conspired to choke the normal channel of trade 
but are out to give legal prottM'tiou to Imanlers. with whose help they have 
to keep themselves in power. Sir, I am tohl on the very day the embargo 
was w'ithdrawn in As.sam, the agents of the Government of Bengal pur- 
chased rice at fabulous rates and even the man in the street of Assam, 
Central Provinces and Bihar knows that a particular Calcutta firm is 
responsible for sending the j^rices up to the spiral and yet llon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy expects that the neighbouring pr«>vinces will allow his 
agents to inflate the prices. 

Sir, (tn the ‘list Decemlier. IIG‘2. Mr H. S. Suhrawardy as Se<*retBry 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League and of the Committee appointed 
at 4U. Theatre Bond, to consider the food problem in the province, issued 
n circular letter to as mun> as associatioiiN. The saitl (\unmittee inter 
alui recommende<l that (t(»vernment ><houId adopt the poliey of ItMl per cent, 
contnd and that all export of riee tmtside Bengal shouM be stopped, 
besides regional rationing of food •supplies must be iutrodueecl. But today, 
""TW. can Hon’lilc Mr Sulirawardx tell us what lias been done by him to 
bring intci effect the ^ai<l reM)lution> of hl^ Committee for tin* wholesale 
rationing <if Calcutta witli gnarant4*ed regular ^upplie•^H Whih* lie sent 
his militia under thoiisand.s 4»f ^^^uad masters m ijiiest of honiwlers in the 
countrv.side. he had m»t the coiiragi* to ascertain the qiiautitv hoarded by 
the Kuropean traders ami utilitv eom'erns in Calcutta and ifinM’uh. He 
cannot think ot introducing even a partial <'ontnd tcuhiN ami perhaps has 
DO strength ami stamina to stoji the military purchases as also exports of 
rice out of this depleted jirovinee. Will the H<m'ble Minister tor Civil 
Supplies tell the House it even on the 2nd dune last, tons of rice 

were ex ported^ from jjrfcutta*' ]hM*s he know that rice is still Indiig pur- 
chased ill C5#utta in the shape of ration for the sailors of ships arriving 
in the Port anW^a huge <(uaiitity is being taken away “oft the record”? Sir, 
it is a common knowledge that niilitarv aiithoritii's hava* ucmimulated huge 
etocks of wheat and rice ami in absence of proper (‘are and preservation, 
part of it has to be de.stroyed when it lK‘comes unfit for human consumption. 
It is high time that these stocks were placed in the market and the military 
authorities were requested to make purchase from surplus areas from time 
to time aofwding to requirements and according to quotas to tie fixed by 
the Government. If panicky purchases by fiov’^ernment and utility 
eems are allowed, I wonder how the price can be brought down by the 
Hon'ble *Mini8ter for Civil Supplies, every thunder from whose office has 
been so far responsible for (treating newer complications. And thanks to 
the crusader-like zeal of Mr. Suhrawardy, merchants have been driven out 

trade, the normal channel of tracle has been clogged and the much 
advertised scheme of purchases and distribution with the ^co*^peration o( 
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the people's committeeH has been given a decent burial. The so-called 
people’s committees, his executive officers have been able to set up, will be 
obviously the agents for distribution or maldistribution of the little stocks 
that may be rightly and wrongly seized. Sir, so long as purchasing on 
behalf of the Government is concerned it has been entrusted to Messrs. 
M. A. H. Ispahan!, who, it is announced in all seriousness, were approach- 
ed to make a big sacrifice again for the sake of mother Bengal. Sir, 
Mr. Suhrawardy has told the House, that he consulted various Chambers 
and found no one who could undertake the task Better than this firm. I 
would inform the House that so far as the Marwari Chamber and Marwari 
Association are concerned, this is far from the truth and I would ask 
Mr. Suhrawardy to let the House know when he invited the representatives 
fif the dift'ereiit trade organisations in order to discuss the matter. Sir, 
my information is that there are many competitors, who are ready to accept 
the otter even on a lesser commission and I liave yet to he convinced that 
the firm appointed will have to undergo a sacrifice. Is the Hon'ble 
Minister prepared to appoint a small committee consisting of some members 
representing the trade to examine the acccniuts of this firm as also its 
method (d' purchase!'' Then, Sir, I want to know tlie terms mi which this 
sacrificing firm has been appointed as Government's jmrchasing agents as 
alsii the powers that are going to be delegated to it in tliis behalf. AVill 
Mr. Suhrawardy let us know the terms on uhicli the aiijiointment has been 
made, the reasons why he has appointed onl> one a^eiit, whether (»r 
any money has been advanced to the agent and if so, on what basis and 
against what security as also what the amount'^ If im security has been 
taken, why notP Whether any direction has been given to tlie agent to 
purchase any fixed (juantity of a specified iiuality of rice within a fixed 
urea P Has the agent- been given any directions as to the price for which 
they are to huyy If so what steps have been taken to a'‘(‘ertain and secure 
compliani’e with those directions by the agent!'' Or has he been given 
unlimited powers as to the rate at which purchases have to be made!' What 
is the guarantee that the agent will not purchai^ on its own account 
directly in his own name or indirectly in the name <^*its dunimy duplicate 
firms!' Does Jiot the Hon 'hie Minister consider it tiw^Jbc seriously 
prejudicial to the interests of the Province if the agent iT^s so and does 
he propose to take steps with a view to checking this sort of purchase? 
May 1 know whether the purchases that are being made by the agent and 
its dummy firms are being carried on under the direct suiiervision of the 
local authorities or they are carrying on their activities aat free lancers? 
Have the Government checked the accounts of the agent or do they propose 
to do so by comparing with the accounts of the firms from whom the agents 
have pun hased the gtHnls? 

Sir, these are some of the questions which naturally arise in uur minds. 
1 know agents have been appointed by the Government of other provinces 
also, but nowhere the ap[>oiutment has gone to one fortunate firm. Besides 
the activities of the agents appointed are being directed and sujwrvised in 
minute details by officials and their accounts are almost daily checked and 
verified . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: May I have two more luiuutes^ Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: Sir, I eonjirratulnte the Hoiri)]« 
Mr. Suhrawanly on heinp able to show his eollea^Mies in the Muslim I^eafTUe 
that Pakistan is ^^orkin^^ in Hen^^al hut 1 may tell him that this will not 
deceive ( lores of his ( <>-reli^M(»nists in the eonnt ry^ide because their hunpfry 
stomachs will not be ajipeased. Sir. 1 must record my emphatic protest 
against this app<»intment and 1 am confident the people will not tolerate 
this nonseii'-e. Sir, Mr. Sulirawaidy ]daees hefon‘ the House aei'omidished 
fact> and then pleads for co-operation. Is it j)uttin^»- aside party politici 
or pnrsuinjr the ^amc in a shameless manner ^ 

Then, Sir, the Miiiistrx has promised open SOO (iovernment distri- 
biitiii^*^ centies m (’ahutta and industrial area. In mufussal town also, 
rationing' will take place through ag-eiits a]>p(»inted In tiovernmeiit, 1 
ha\e alreadx received leports that the ft'w such centres opened far have 
l)(‘en entrusted to nicii. w Ion t(» (pnOe the HoiThle Minister for Civil 
Sujiplies. ar«* relialde and care has been tak«‘n s(» that not a single perHon 
liaviiig an.\ ■'ymj)alhy for tlie opposition in this House has been appointed. 
.\gain. there Mill he a great scope tor ne|M>tisni in th(* %vork oi ealeulatiiig 
4lie [xtr vdintt! incoim* ot a tamil.v as food-grains will he disirihuted from 
these shops to tamilies m hos^ income does not exceed certain fixed amount. 
The Cliainta'r-' had hccii er\ing hoarse tor leaving the ulode aflair to the 
trade 

Sir. thc' HoiTble Mr. Suhrawanly knows he or Ins (adh-agues cannot 
8(dve the food problem but still be lias to be ver\ bus\ iii nuinufaeturing 
new plans not for •‘olution ot the problem but lor raising Iresh smoke- 
screens to avoid the real issue. .Tingling silver M'ill f(dlow into the pockets 
of their supfiortt'rs hut the Hon ble (.'ivil Supply Minister will, so far as 
the poor are eoiieeriied. eontinue t<» imitate the famous JViiice of Arabian 
Nights whose least to beggars was rich dish covers with nothing below 
them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKER4I: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T riae 
to support the resolution brought by my friend Dr. Nalinaksba Sanyal. 
1 am a mufassal meinb*^r rejiresenling the rural const it ueney and naturally 
the acute distress prevalent in those urea.s appears uppermost in my 
thoughts. 

But, Sir, today when <*oijiing to this Assembly from my residence in 
South Calcutta, 1 saw a sad sight at the corner of Gariahat Hoad and Dover 
Lane junction — Iwiy (d H) years lying on the pavement — flies swarming 
on his mouth, tears rolling down the cheeks in death agony. This part of 
the town is inhabited by affluent people — people with heart too. But they 
feel that they are helpless to tackle the problem, as the foodstuffs in 
quantity required by them are not available even by spending money. 
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Everything is under control, and unless the Government comes forward 
nothing can be done by individual efforts. This is not a solitary example 
but may be a daily (K‘currence in different parts of the country. 

Sir, I had been released from detention only about a fortnight back 
and naturally have not been able to cover the vast rural area fully. The 
Hiiiall area that I have been able to move about has given me sufficient 
general information to justify my criticism against the Government. I do 
admit, Sir, that the Government has undoubtedly shown quickness and 
dash that is wanted under the present situation but, Sir, the Ministry I 
understand did not take all the parties fully into their confidence when 
planning food census and for that the working out of the scheme has 
suffered — nay, deviated as originally planned — in one word we may even 
say, it has failed. 

Food (‘ommittees were formed by the local officials which were filled up 
with their protegees and favourites. The Congressmen and men of 
independent views have been religiously excluded — nay, avoided. Petty 
officials were vested with extensive powers. Corri]i)tion and bribery were 
rampant. I have received many comi>laints and 1 cite a case as an example. 
This case went up to the Subdivisional Officer of Arambagh 

“40 maunds of paddy was recorded to be 000 maunds and after petition 
to the Subdivisional Officer a fresh enquiry was made and stock found to 
be only 40 maunds.” 

The reason for overestimate. I understand, is for refusal to i)a\ brih(^ 
1 have this information in writing from Mr. Radha Nath Panja, n.L., 
practising lawyer of Arambagh (’ourt. 

The Hou’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies has mentioned in his 
statement on page 3 that the District Magistrates sent for the large agri- 
culturists and impressed ujxm them the u<lvisahility of liquifying their 
stock by selling, loaning or by charitable distribution. They \M‘re warned 
also that failure to do so would mean requisition of the stock at price 
eousidereil reasonable by the (lovernmeiit. 

What was the result I read a relevant portion of one letter I have 
received from Mr. Mutilal Roy of Indus 

“On the whole this Drive hu'^ done more evil than good to the villag^es, 
where in near future the number of starving population will he multiplied. 
The authorities failed to impress upon the people the intention of the 
Ooverumeut in inniiguruting this Drive, and the result was that those who 
bad surplus stock of food got panicky and sold tht*ir surplus slock before 
their houses were searched. And now there is practically .speaking no 
surplus food in villages and there is no alternative left to save the situa- 
tion.” 

The letter from Mr. Rauemlra Nath Singha Roy of Darhatta, Hoogbly, 
states : — ^ 

“The food census drive has made the matter worse as the agriculturists 
not knowing the benefit of the .scheme and also from many rumours, most 
of them sold their crops at any rate to the big merchants of the town even 
not thinking of their own necessity.” 


4 



1943 .] 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


361 


I alwi read out a jHirtion of a letf^er I received from Mr. Narendra Nath 
Sen, no lejw responsible person than the Vice-Chairman of the Hooghly 
District Board : — 

“The present Food Drive has made the people apprehensive that their 
stork of paddy would be taken away and many of them sold away large 
quantities of jnuldy at low j)rires and these liave probably been taken to 
f^alrutta and Howrah. Practically famine conditions are prevailing in this 
district dm* to acute shortage of rice and the high [>rices of all foodstuffs., 
and other necessaries of life”. 

I Wlieve this is nu>re than enough. 

I hold the (io\eriunent reNponsible for this situation. Their intention 
ntight have be<*n good at the start but due to faulty planning and apathy 
t(> (‘ollaborate with responsible parti<*s. the situation has worsened. 

Now. Sir, about the .scale of rationing. It is very much underestimated. 
The agriciilturi>ts are in the habit of taking much larger iiuantities. Kven 
the (iovernmeiit Jail (‘ode allows a prisoner 12 chattaks a day rice diet. 
The hard labour the agi icultui ists will havt* to «lo in tlu* sowing season 
demaniK largei latioiiirig. Inadeijuati* jirovi^ion uill tell upon their health 
and coii^eiiueiit l\ atlect the “(iion Mole Food” campaign. 

iMirthei allowance ot Kt per lent exce***' due to maiiitename of other 
•4ioUM*lio)fl expf'Uso sin li as clothes, mednail necessities, etc, besides the 
food requirement, is, 1 consider, not «inly inadequate but absurd. In this 
connection 1 cannot but comment on tlie want of juaetieal sense of the 
authorities PKoisinn toj gi\ing alms and «‘\penscs ioj- drilv stieh us 
Durgu Puja expenses and chaiity ilnnng' Hamjan period, i*(c., have not 
been considered. 

Now. Sir, m\ district is a ileficit <listrirt tor >cars. I learn that in 
Arambagh subdivision ahme five lakhs of niannds shortage have been 
estimated. All the dT unions in Serainjiore subdivision as well a.s those of 
Sadar subdivision have been de<lared as deficit areas. 

No doubt test relief work has been started, but the rati* of wages are 
not only inadeijuate but aNu foodstuffs are not made available in the area 
so that people working in the relief works can Imy rice. 

In this coMiiection I read out the (’orresjmudenee between the Vice- 
Diairman of the Hooghly District Board and the District Magi.stniU*, which 
runs thus; JlV’^ith reference to \our letter No. dated the 2()th May, 

1943, regarding selling of rice at Ks. id to the labourer ernphiyed in Test 
Helief Work, I liave the honour to sfat^* that the high prices of rice were 
taken into consideration when the rate of wages was fixed and it is for thift 
ahnorma) high price of rice the rate has Wen enhanced considerably. If 
GoverniVient sells rice at Ks. Id after purcliasing at the market rate Govern- 
ment will have to incur additional loss. J therefore think that no utieful 
purpose will be served In moving Government in the matter. And the 
rale of lab<mr i harge is onl} nine annas per rlu> aiol he has to buy rice 
at 14 annas j*er seer. 
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The V ice-Chairman’s letter runs thus: With referenee to your letter 
No. 253, dated the 27th May, 1943, I have the honour to state that at each 
of the test relief centres about Rs. 1,2(K) is paid daily as wages to about 
2,(>t)0 workers for tlie purchase t>f rice with the money and experi^ice 
utmost difficulty for want of sufficient stock in the village as about four 
niaunds of rice which can be purchased wiHi Rs. 1,2<M) is not always avail- 
able daily in one or two or three villages near the test relief centres. The 
result is that rice of inferior qualities and at prices higher than the market 
rate have to be purchased by these workers and there has l>een scarcity of 
the articles in the locality so that the villagers are sometimes unable to 
get adequate supplies fi)r their families. 

So fur no action has been taken. 

Situation has been further complicated by this drive resulting in the 
outflow of whatever little surplus som(‘ peo])le had. So with all the 
emphasis that 1 can command I ask the (jovernment to declare famine in 
my district and to arrange for the import of food.-.tuft‘s inside the district 
as well as put embargo on transfer of the individual surplus out of the 
unions. Sales are still being eifecteil and rice being hcnt away. It is 
surprising that paddy is now being sold out of the district as seed; this is 
only possible where everything is in a mess as no seed is re(|uired at this 
time of the year, sowing being aln*ad\ complete. 

J further ask the (iovernment to start free canteen immefliately as su^ 
gested in the statement of the Ilturhle Miiiisttu*. 

Another point on which I would like to draw the attention of the 
Ministry is that in the planning of the “(irow More Food*' camjiaign they 
shoubl take all the parties and holders of the nations in confidence and try 
to work out tlie campaign in c<dlahoratn>n with thc*«c leaders and e.xperts. 

Mere ilistribut ion of leafietN will not help. Agricultural loan, .seeds, 
manures are to he made a\ailahle and that in tune which seldom liai>pens 
in the leisurel\ wa> the (iovernment move.-». 

We are fm ing a national crisi^. Let me ho])e every (Uie of u.s will rise 
to the occasion forgetting party politics, 

Mfi PUSPAillT BARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, three month.s or more ago 
we had a discussion on fimd in this Hounc when the price of rii'c was Rs. 15 
per maiind, and today we are di.scussiug the jiroldem ot fiK>d when the price 
of rice is about 35 to 4t) ru|>ees per niaund Sir, we shall not |>erhaps be 
incorrect and unjustified if we sii> that t<»(lay w’e are discussing the question 
of life and death of the pe<»ple of Rengal. Sir, it would not 4>e unfair if I 
say that (he fmxl crisis has appmied in the province for the shortage of fiKid- 
graius due to natural calamities and he;ivy influx ot people. Inith civil and 
military, in Rengal. Rut it would also mu t>e untrue and an exaggeration 
to .say that the present acute food (uisis is mainly the ilirect outcome of the 
half-hearted, unwise and insim^ere judicy of Kith the jKist and the pre.sent 
Ministry of the province. 

Sir, we agree with Mr. X. R. Sarker who delivered a thoughtful speech 
on the other day in the F<K)d Conference that the question of^iHwl i.s an%»ll- 
Imlia question ’?and it shouhl W discussed on an all-India Ixisis instead of 
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wgioDol or provincial basis. But when we compare the food position of 
otTer provinces such as Bombay, Madras, Assam and Bihar whicli are ih» 
less dependent for food-jrrains on other provinces we find that they are in o 
comfortable and l>etter position thjin Benjral. 

Sir, the food situation in Beujuri^l has reache<l its present j>osition neither 
in a day nor in a year but it had befruii to ileteriontte from more than two 
years a^fo. It was and it is due to the Imlf-hearted, thou^fhtless and 
insincere policy <d the and the present Ministry that had hc»en followed 
and is beinjr tollowed from time to time. 

Sir, the fis>d |>ositii)ii has reached to such an extent that the people, 
8peciall\ in rural area^^, are Hcllinjr their last helonffiii^rs to provide them- 
selves with bncd and cloth". They have lost their home, they have lost their 
shame ami the\ ha\e lo"t their everythiujr which distui^niishes human hein^r 
from be;ist. Th<‘y are swelliri}; the numbers of street be^m'ars in a half- 
naked or naked c-ondition and ti^htinj^ with street do^s for a scramji of fiMwl 
in the street" of the towns and in the houses ^d the villa^^ers and increasing 
the numher ot death" in the "ticket and in the huts. 

Sir, such I" the* condition of the |H*ople of the province. The prices of 
f<H»d-grains are "oarin;/ hivrher and higlier day hy day. The long suspected 
shortage ot t(od"tutt has hroUirht the prices of IcHMl-grains abnormally 
higher. X<d)od\ knows when tlie soaring pric-c" would n*acli to its last 
Jjanit. Price ot nee now varies fi'om IN. do to ps. 40 per maund in different 
parts ot the pioviii<4*. The tcsnl situation has reached to such a stfige that 
some places ot the pro\in(e sliouhl he «le<lared famine areas. 

Sir, there is undouhtedl\ shortage ot rice in the prccvince and there is no 
.suspicion alnuit the fact. 

Sir, in the inaiketing- report on rice the Government ot India cslimaie 
the coriNiimption /or cdjHttt to !»»' d44 Ihs. a year. According to this 
calculation Bengal reipures lakhs tons of rice j>er year foi the consumption 
of 6t)d million [>eople in a normal time. 

The averag^e <d last 11 roars' rice produc tion of Bengal, acionling to the 
statistics ot the Direc tor ot Agriculture, Bengal, is H'l o lakhs tons and 
according to India (ro\ernment’s estimate Bengal has a pernuinent deficit 
of fio lakhs tons of rice per >ear. 

Xow, Sir, Beng-al meets iliis deficit hy inifwirting nee from Burma, Bihar, 
Assam, Orissa and Xcjial hy known and unknown traders h\ knowti am! 
unknown routes. It is no denial of the fact tliat the Ixirder <listrict,s of 
Bengal are generally fed In the rice of the l>order provinces, dims, Sir, 
according to India Government's estimate of consumption Bengal juenes to 
be a cleficit province hy alxuit (i a Isikhs tons in munial time. 

Xow, Sir, it is said that the year I94I-4‘J was a surplus y«ir. But the 
calculation, taking Government estimate into account, shows that the year 
1941*42 was iM>t a huge surplus year. Taking into account the Director of 
Agriculture’s repcjrt on production of ric e whic h was estimated tsi lie 99 lakhs 
tons we find an excess production of Ido lakhs tons on the basis of average 
of last 11 year’s production. 
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Now, if we calculate the normal import of 4 lakhs tons of rice from 
Burma which has already been stopped in the year and the export oP3-5 
kkhs tons to Ceylon and other places and the excess consumption of rice 
due to shortage of wheat supply we find the balance excess of only 5 lakhs 
tons. And now if we consider thi Director of Agriculture’s report of produc- 
tion of rice for the year 1941-42 to be true and if we calculate the India 
(ioverninent’s estimate of consumption at 344 lbs. per capita per year for 
(iO-3 million jieople, then our excess production of rice comes to only 7 lakhs 
tons, and ag4iin if w^e suhtwict the rice exported to Ceylon and other places 
which is 3-5 hikhs tons and the excess consumption of l*lakh tons of rice, 
then our rice |K)sition comes down to 2o kklis ton> which is a very scanty 
surplus. 

Now, Sir, the year 1942-43 can never be a surplus year a*' the production 
of lice according to the refwirt of the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, is 
about 79 laklis tons and if w<* consider the consumption at 344 lbs. per 
capital per year for 00 3 million people, whicli is 92 lakh'* tons, we find a 
deficit of 10 5 laklis t<»iis ot rice in this year. 

(The meniher Imving leached the lime-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mttuivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: 

i^gsemhly racmber'd^t '^TC^C^ 

I Tfit | ministry 

vflTl Council of Ministers deficit province, Ot 

^ ^5\rz i ?rf?n 

csrri i ■sr^rr -tu) c^9:?Tfk^ 

(?mc^ 5^. party cvfC^ party leaderco^^t 

National Government ministry '-OT 

ci>^i ’Tr?t . 3 ^^ fV^i 

rflf. — d^9 c^fTisTfk^’ c?, 
c?OT m f^(%g f^c?T ^ C5V^ 

«fm-d3pm^ 1 fVi dti:5c<^ 

I Cd d^r^h ^ 1 , Cd^ ministry d^Jtd 

^ ministry jqcd I f%i cd^ ^^dd^ d< Cd 

^dtdl ’®OTYdd^dRd7:F*^/5td ijd^ddd) 0^1 ^(T^-dftd 'iftCdd fesd Food 

Drive 'Jgd'K dhfftdd^d dd^T ^fd ^ Cd 

tfm-djJ Wd ddrrs Cddtldferdd. 'm heading ^ d^ “STOd Cddl Cd^rdlf — 

“^ddd Q ’TS^df^tl !!" ^d *5fd^ dC«f dCW fdf^ CdfCTO “*^&F »^dtdtd«fCdf 
^d d^ Ff%Cd dl I d*^ fV dttdfCP'Cd dfi^CdTd ’3^otd dffdTt:^ ? dl , 

fVsir^ dl I dfdQ dTOCdrd f»Cdd dd dfl^dt^ 5f%dtC!?, 41d: ww 

d? (TTddrft ^ df^ dt^c^:^ :5dtfd o^cd wsj dt^^TiCdTd wst^ dd 
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^ tfijmit wtt^t 4 ^ ftsiMsT c^ 
^ c=T^(.?c^, 4V, c^ '5f5^''r=rc®^f «ftfr-»rfw fir: 

i^fS* 5 3rr^? ^ ?C^ BurpJuB province tpftCtT 

OJN^tl (?fK^ 4^ 4 ^ drive campaignij^ C^CJ 

*'?r fV ^t-fi ’irr^ r ^ ^ 

?rK<f?r®^r il^ C’T crfsTC^ “Bengal deficit country sTff snrpluB country 

^5fc^ fipj I fVi ■3tT»5tT fi^tr 4t at, ^f^ri fr ^rn 

^f? 4t ^vfi ?rf’?fr5T ^fc< wr.^ oft^c^ j irrfir firgipn c^Brfe 

— »Ttrr^c^. fjfir ftft? arf^rg 

CZtC^ 4^ ?MR C^r^«If51 India Government ij< ifitri^Tr aiater 

Governmenti]5T ftfrTj fip r^< ' ‘TTrirfr^^Ji Ci Central 

Government : 5 fi mum rz '^fc''('r:^T‘*l?. rz Sf^n C^ isrmt^r 

C3t?<n '3t^Tt7:»’‘7 jrfrrrrr jfc^ti i” “^r?Tf?i C5i — 

3 fi fitrgr^ c^Tt^.sn. '5':^ 'STt^r^T itmt ar^ r ^ w^sas^, 

ft- ft=r ^ 

^rfJT ^ft 2 r:j'fvr. 7 v» anti hording drivci]^ O'C’f CrC^ftsTt^ 

ft*F^ 4ai ft^ "siTTU I fti '?f»T rcHiilt cric^ ft r ^(■•filT?r cfj?- 

^sit^fT^cr^r 0|)jK>Kitjonf35! Lcaderii’J '5t^'5 C''*!) 

ftf^ i3'5 campaign Burplim province 

I i3T»T ft C^la 

-sft^TFTT ^r^'i Jf^ r^ information i fjfif ^ ^itn 

^ I ^K*t< drive at ftrji^T Z^*}\r^ 4^^\ ^I'^Tl CW5 ^iTJ f 

ftft at scheme ^^pvp ?f^p np 7 ,j *tfr^ grow more food 

Wfi #T at ftp av^rz ^jft c^^fr-r ^5p^, 'Avn^z^r^ 

jiroduction atl^ 4^' production JtW/Z) 

3r53fi?l :T^f«ffTT yci i 

ftpt fift.J g-C«^-t rvfrjf 5m ’^rffTT ^ttZi 4^ 4^ ftC*N 
c^c^c’F ?? 5fpT oFK^cipr 1 at at 4v, 

^frs 4^^ 

C^ ^ (ABDru.A-AL Mahmood ; 7{\ family <1^T7 ^ttr) 

^4^ ?c<fr family?? Scfl^f ^*11 (Protests from the Opjiosition 

benches, noise and interruption) ♦ ♦ * ♦ 5f9Tpf ^1 

c5fc5T c‘fc^ ^ Mpm ^rf^t ^ ft.^ 

c^ Sjftrsi 4^ ^*T5KZ ft-5^ ftj 4^ T55R { A 

voice from the Government Ijcnches : zt7{ i}^ 

^flRt-3 ?T?r I ) ( Protests from the Opposition benches, noise and intemiptions. ) 
m Si? W»in nVA ^rit statement rv^tc^ ip OT«fl 

^^35 wf3ii? 4^ m Ttc^ I 4^ *^ftp <mr¥ fim fim v.?? t 
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^ I *51^ ^ ^3f«Tt^ CTft^ 

<mm ^ 0^ 5{^?fT? ^arffiTQ 

^ cPr ^mr ^ (Mr. Abdulla-Al 

Mahmood ; \QQ^5fi {^TR’T C^tCff^ V9) 'HR (TOTl, <s\^ ftf 

^ a ^*t55t fervi <ff? ^r 5r5Q iPF) ’art^m ^ (?r *ff 

W( ^zni •3?f-rr5T fro ^tn f%nr ^rc^ 

^fvr? ^ ^/r:^ 'Brmft «rt*i^ ^artr?i c^tcro^ f% ^(i r *rn5i «fr3u^ 

c-srmm ^i crtr^ ^«n i ft: 

^Tfr.Brft C3T>fC5? ^Wt5^1 tpT7?F Leader 

Mr. Hendry?r ^«mi ^ to C? (TTtr^rfk^ ^sn:^ 

vfl3F?Tt^*nn (?^?f <3^^! f%ft — “throw out this Ministry which is 

sitting as an incubus on tiiis Province. Throw it out and replace it by a 
national Ministry. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Sir, quotation 

snn speech Sft I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! order! 7\] 7^17:53^ » 

Maulvl ABDUL HAMID SHAH : i^lft ft^l (?mf^ 

Tsrt^t^t^i m C'^rf^nf^T fV 

quotationij^ lirr^ ftrg^ 7<?T, ftfto -iJ^l National Government 

i]^r 3t=T "s^T cbh I fir^r ?ft 

5T^t1 TO l^r.^ ^Tf:3Trr'»^"h S\t TOTTOTO? C^fC3 '^TO (A voice: 

'®rtTOt7;^ ftc^T 5^r) C^Ff^S party ftc*fW ministry ftc? Z\ 

^1 I 


Thi Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : cW.^ I C5TC5T !' 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: ^^.3^ to! 

Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Mr. Sj)enker, Sir, we are (M)nfronte<l with 
an unexperted crisis in our country. Not within livinjr menvory luis food 
been so scane even for o\tr chronically tarnished people. AVhy is that so? 
England apparently suffers from no seriou^ shortage although she does not 
produce even Half the foodstuffs that .she needs. It i.s re[>orte<l that .she has 
stocked f<HH) for tHmsumption by the civil jropulatioii to last over a (‘onsider- 
able period of time and the British (foverninent intorms that food-ships are 
still stuling to England from America and Australia ploughing submarine- 
iilfe.sted seas. Why has not food l>een similarly st(»cked in India for the 
civil population? Why are not food-ships siiiling to India where many 
people are already starving? Is it not because we have not a free independent 
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Government re.vpoiijnble to own people as Enprlaud has j?ot? Is not the 
present hitiuition the most f^lariu^ pointer tlmt our (ood problem is iatiiilttely 
oonneoted with the (piestion of our freedom and that those who seek to 
divorce the one from tive other are the coii.scioiis fools of a rapacious and 
heartless Im]>eriaiiMn y The tfovernment here have ailmitted that they had 
removed rice ir<iiii (oastal areas in Henjral ac(M)rdin^ to their denial policy 
for fe«ir of invasion. Did the (iovernment tr\ to remove the i)eople from 
those areas als(> wlien they were remo\injr the f^Kulstuffs y N<». Would, 
for instame, the Itrilish (»overnment withdraw food ii'om the Ihiver district 
for fear of (lerman invasion ami leave the civil |H>puhition of Dover t4) their 
atarviii^r tate!" Has not the S<»viet (ir<»vernment tried to evacuate as much 
of their civil po]nilati<m as iMvs^ihle in spile of (M>lo'^sal difficulties whenever 
they had to leniove t(M»dstutt'' fis)in threatened aiea^y That is what happens 
in a (Oiintrv A\here a tree (iovernment is resiHui^ihle to the pisjfde and enjoys 
their adei tnui and confidence. That is where a pniples* war is conducteil 
hy a jieoples’ (to\ eminent , 

Hut, Sii, -iihrle ajjreuts ot 1 nipei iali-in have cnjjijvtMl up iti this country. 
Thev that food i- seiKirahle finm treediuu. They have allied themselves 
with (dive Slieet and with the hlackest jKditical. ecoiouiiical and communal 
reaction in this (ounirv Tln‘> deflate that what tin* juevious jw'oples’ 
Minisfiv ('(inld not achieve reiranliiij^ ffsal a^oiinst entrenched Hritisii vested 
NUerests, tin* Mu'-liin Leaj.rne Ministiv will achi<*ve and has achiev»*d. And, 
heboid, me whith was sellin^»^ at K- l-S per inaiiiifl fin tin* la«*t da\ of the hist 
Ministry ha" now shot up to IN. d(» per iiiauml. And vet the so-called 
“(’onununisi s” led piffcession of huiijrer-marchei s against the last (tovern- 
luent and not now when the price of iif*e has increaM‘d twfifohl Who will 
denv that the Muslim Lea^nie Mini"tr\ whuli has enteted itself into office 
hy the lank dooi h\ the ^race of a Hritish tiovernor and of Uiilish vested 
interests is tlic least (Mimpetent Uodv tf) lof»k att«*i the inleiesls of tin* hungry 
peopley The (all has heen made to the toilui^f peasants to urow m(»re food 
for feediijo- the jieople Hut would the Muslim ],eayue Ministry or their 
allies, the so-called ‘'('oiuinunist Hartv of India*' ^ifuarantee that the fiMxl U> 
he c’l’iiwn will not he l;ikcn awav from the hunj^'ty i»ei»plf‘ under an\ 
conditions r 

Mr. Speaker, .Sir. nevei has the hisioiv of Imlia heen so hesmirched since 
the time of Mirjufar as hy these snakes in the ^nas^ Thev opposed the 
la.st popular Ministry liecaiise it was not an all-Harty Ministry iiicluflin^^ 
the Muslim I^a^rue; now they supj>ort the Muslim Hea/rne Ministry and 
op]X)se an all-jwirtv Ministiv. Even a child can see that so lon^f as we are 
under British rule, it i.s onh a jsAverfuI |Ki(riotif |Mipular Ministry which 
does not (jiiake in its slioes in front of the (Governor and (Tive Street mn 
alone tai-kle the jrrave food situation, if at all A Ministry, wdiich is ,s<dd 
to interests which are op|K>sefl to the interests of the jieople I'annot <l<» f*o. 
If we have to save oui people. Sir, I suhmit that only a most jwiweilul 
piitriotu and representative Ministry may perhaps do so. Let iis pull <iur 
weight tfigcther to tliis eml. 

(At th is stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: ^ ^ fri 

food problem ^ ^ 

^tW '2?(? f%? (A 

Member from the Opposition : yprfft I ) ^ ^?n 

JTf^c'fCg^ — TTfTT-Ji »5t?r ^ ^ ?^<ri r^(?^ f%? 

Colt I (Mr. Abu Hossbin Saekeb : f% c^tZ^ ? Cof^?) C^ ^T5f, 

C 3 ffe coffr— I c*f«fi ^c< — c^*^. f^ 

C^'y I (Dr. XalinakshYa Sanyal ; (TT^iru^ I ) 

^ 'ITffI;, T5 U| I frur \ 

-i]9fri:< 'zrm ^?F^Trrr ^tzf^<i] Pr?rtfe i ^ 

'^<4 ^ 05 

— (yfr.& ^ ,ij 9 fu 

? ?1 ■?(•;[ ! 51 :!f.j I zfzt^pj $lz^lz^ I “oir-rfi 

^‘5 «?t crfs— fe? g’=T5Tf^t ^tfe— -t<?T^ T?!? t^t^C5 

C5^<?rf<tc^ ^i (sZ'^ti 

=Tf*5Tt^ ‘5?t^*t-?r(^sft^ ! ^rt^l ur?;? — Z^C5 

%f^| il*fn?T FfTruvr. ?rt‘^3T irf^ i]:ru C^ c^rfi Tif^ C^tfT^T 

^ftr:^ Sfer^ci? i frrr 

Asseiulilycj f^ v ^’5ffi:yT ?PtfV I <yr*t^ 

^ ^ ^ Cort^ IZ%^ -^rJTf^ ^-Z I ^fe?l 

i3^^r?f7:iT< .JJ^ '4''f^Z-^ fu<^ I Ji r^ UC5 V 

jj ^rf^PT f% iftzi^iif c^'-fTs y fVf^^? ii’s^ 

fsTfu^i ? c'i:T^ii:‘^< fV ^‘•T >pt ^fPYPi ^»fferi ;rf?c^, 

’«rt^ csf^^i ^ ^ c^Tfr^^ dU'fttz^ ^fz^ ^rf^i ^fr5 csli^-?:?;^ ^rtnn- 

^ ^ Z^ Cofp'^^^ C¥ ?tfijr^ C^ (?T^ vfffifTif | ^;i f%r 

c*ti'«i T^t3^ i^tfzi cizt^tz^^ — ^ c?rt^< — 5T^f^=fri f^r5f| ( 

c^y ff^ ^ ut i ^ 

c^r^C'^iJ ^riv^pr ?ft^ ^fBnri ^ft#t 

25tOT <rf3?). (7it?f%ft«t cffinn 

^\ — TTf^s ^fiRi cn 4 «fu urt* i — 

^ CcTt^*^^ — fV ^ ? K^ fr c-^Rcs^ ui — ’^r.itl’F 

l fifu 

I ’fif'd' sr-ifA ^yf^iri "arp? ^3^:? 7f5pl 5t^C5C^ 1 fV n^fVc^ ^1 f 

^fs^ •if'fiiru ^Rr«P£ ’fcf ■Sf^.'^rr^ 5Vtfhri 

Wiftcsc?. ^if '3 f% ^1 ? 3 n 5 ’i^i% CWfr^^ 
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^ ^finn “c? (yri, 

ypft^ i” 3f5tqrf% :^j ^rfsnrtc?^^. ^i wror '^rror vittc^ i 
i^tVS I 

^ c^ff*fT^ T41/ ^-sKv? 5%] 5%! ^gfT f^ i ^ 'n:^ ^:n ^ 

^Tf? fir«Trft 5f^ c«ik^< i)^ 'ijc’nf^ jrPnn 

c«f?n c^‘1 5l%C3 3n I '®fTinpF ^rf%in 

c’SWot 'S\^ ^<1 (?f?n f»^ 5fi — ^rtfn 

cst^tOT c^ ^r=r^ ^fVin f*n::^ i c^'tOT 

Ji^ ^ c^ c^ftnn f^ zti^ {^ i 

(A Voice : l) >f;f fVf sr^^rt^ itti I fe2r< ?ft«t T fir 

'«^?n fiwc^ ? (A member from the opjKwition Umohes : CofJTt^ 

^ I Laughter from the Opponition benchert.) VCrf«Ti, ?FTC!F 

^mTk 4^ fi<c^ 4? (?i ■?rf^ c^ftnjp3^ cn c5m?ri!n ot 

^art^ C^ T«n 5Tf% ^1 I (A Voice : fir»5ir^ srrsr*?, fifj 3fC5r»< l) C*fftV5nR 
3 ^ (ynr^-<i] fV^vf c'-ft^4m 1 ^vff^ iSi)eaker. -aft^l^rMr 

dignity 5 3 '<1 ^ ^! I 4^ 4^FTfi}‘ zn 0*T5J>^f%r^ 

^fsTT^^n I nrf^ vtfinn ^finn c^fir i i? <?ni 53 fir<? i 

Wr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ ; order order?? JHt? 

3*^1 *n I 3*^'l ^ 'Sftfes^tT ’rj*rp,W C^Tt^, '3*'<1 CWT 4^ rl&?T ^Tfinil 

Tm "^rf^ imrrrp^'f =ft*n (yr*< i ruling 

otCSfl jffi 4^T^Pt C?rfr^3 ^fWSPi TOT (yftV C-fTcPftST 5TJ 3*C^ 

?ffirr< ’Tt^C3 l (Laukditer from all quarter».) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : fim ^firc^ I ypf fsTfirfirfi? 

C3fcfi, 4^^ rffiitT^i ort'T m 5fif?r ^ i ntv 

TT^tsfil ^ sn^ ^ C*tNrsr<ifWP, (TTr^rM^n, 

m 4^ Afisembly^ f^ vffjTf 4 ^n* '3OT OTirfiffr^'S 

tSrv «fTc?F I fimi ^ *m 

^(\m sjtf^ ’▼^fitnrnrfir? r^n ^itfirc^tcfe «rtt«i yrffiin 4«itr!T 

’aitfiini 5 4?- ^1 C*R, C^ m] 1R1 

^ ?t?n iTt^rT 45Ts* Ta^ryfr^ii umi fir. S*m??r?r fir, fir, isM^ 

Smi ^f%U5 I 4^; fir^tn, 4^ ^fi5 •Tts^ ^tfirusc^ l (A voice : 

^ni)* ^ ir.in Trofir^c?^ c^t^Rf^fw c^ftirrsT 

c^rw?^ 9tmrff ¥f??i c^ fimniip. ^r:*n ^*ff ar«h, 

^sfltipT? m I fefii o»i cffpm < 3 ^ 5 , iit? 

Ri*mr cm:^ ;nlt?i stftTfc^ri— C5i 41 R ^rlt 
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C^FTi ^ 

cpR ^ I c^ ^ <tfrrr^ 

ff 5 ^ 555 — ^rmi ♦ff^, ^nvsrt^ Pff^ « 

fir^ ^ ^1 ’^t"ttN5%r 1 ^ ’fc^ 

y\1rjr^ 3!*^1 — fsf^ ^vji f5p^ C^R^f ?1r.^3T :TC«rT 7*1% 

^ I '^tfe^ ? (A voice : % f%pT 

'Bftr.^JT I ) ^3R r tfi? ^St^n ^ National Government 

5lt 31^ ^fiT?n C^? C^r^ ^fi:^ I National 

Government ’5r.^ ^ilf^C^ Ff%l s\i^ I National Government 

y^^ll ^frlTT I •!lWr'T?f f^l f^rm ^ l (Mr. Abu Hossain 

Sabker: 31^ ■'tr^5 f^?) 

Mr. 8i)eaker ^^nil 5^1 1 

MinistryCJ 5tft ^jv^Tpr vrtfsF^ C^ Ttn^l C^'^1 

ij^ ilt?r) Patrioti.sra, Patriotism 
7l!:^’1 <4^ «Fvfi 3tf^l Patriotismii^ Tf^CTOI 

To chance 3f=Tl oQU^ 

I (Vf«f f?F ^Fts^ 5pfiTT73 ? ^13 O^Pt 

'^Pm f% 3tYt^^ YKl ?! ^ff 1 <4 irtSjjJ^ 

^fV’4tr.5Ml '43^ — vU 3 Patrioti»m4^ ’FfipitS ^5; ftS't’Tl fV^ 

5Ffk3 ^ 3Trt^ fTs^ I 

<!t5n ^fNt^ I 4n: bi^c^ i -4? w '^tft 

Tn ^5'!’/ a>T^t 4, (?F, 4^^ ^«ii 

btt I 4?h ’Fftrs c*^*l '3^1 ^%3 ^fio 

<TR ^f^u3 Htf^ ■irr^” 4^!ti'i ®rfe:^f^4 ^r3‘t"=T 

f^RCT f3f^ I fVjJpn 4^ 4^^ c^ ? 

^ftr3 ^ 3«r^ issued resign f»fC?R ^ 

C^T ^sr ?jrfiir5 "tfCSR ^ ^f%C3C^, 3*1^ ^rflCTir -5ffir 

3mt ^ c^ ? ^hrnrt^ mft’F f^ 7t^ f^f 43^ ^ 

^ resign f®fC3^. ^ 3^13^ ^ 

^SPKVm ideal Tl *ttfirr3^. 3t^ >rfb^ #tf^l Sfe3 4^: ^ ’HR 

4 issued 8^^ Government of India Act4^ ’T’rlt^R ^51 

TT^ I 4^ ’Tf^ I 3tfl ^ ^finn 4^ 4^ ^r^C3^, 

cn^ frrsc^. ^rfVsPT ^ 

^Fftm c’lj^t^TOTR, 4^t :/vS <jipr t 4^ 4 ^[wn 

iTt3 fV ? tin ’pf i Tf<tc^s i?Ti:^ i 

tfi (Mt^Pr m I w^ c^pr to ^f^rro TO i 4^r5T ’#Tfr«i ^ ‘stff^ 

lw«l TO r^ r 4^ grapes are aour ^rfroi CTO W fV ? 4^ 

^tTO^^ 8ft3 4^^ ^ ftFfft’? TOT Tf%C3 CHO^l Sfro I 
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^ ^ ^ ^rt^r ^0 ft? I m 8*iii wfn\ ^l^ftt^ i 

?i T '8 ^ c? ftf?i I ^ij^s 3Tpr wir ^ ^ft'sufrai 

^ftc5 I C3mi >6 ^ ^] C3rrt?r5t^ 

'S’tfnr I csT^Ri ^ w xO ftr^ ’trw N3<f3^J 
(Ttft ?ftni1 ?tf^ JRW 5T5t^ Tftr^ BtftriS? I ^ ?15t^ 

05l^TtC?? rq ^.1 ? C^ :rr»f viJC^^ C#1 ^5tWl 

^t’8 1 ^ftrs ''S^tft's I ^ c^ 7Tr5f c?‘ ? 

(A voice from the opjwsition : r"tC'«tnR?) 

C3T3rtc*»^ ^ 3 Tft ^ I ^mi (Tpjn 3Fft I sjt? sjf^ft^^ 

^fT3r ^rff3r^5<^T ^ ‘^ftRn CiT^tr.t-^ ^6 ^ 

’ '*tfft ?r^ ; OT ?r^ ft*^ 'tr^^ Sri ^ftrs 

^ ftr^ ^ ftrsfe, ivnr^^ f?^^3 ?r^i w 5t? — 

f^^r- ’!»tw bt^ I 

^6 ^mr JT^ni ft^n SVr^n 5!rvr^--»pr|^ ^^i. ■jjtrtft'itc^ 

ftCi fV ?l??lft 'ir:^ -of?, S^tft'.rc»P3 '3»tO ’tt^.l 

I -i3^«l ^’TTt^ ^Tpl I C5t?;tr5 

•^tft ^^ft^T (?T?n) TO r^TtJJf •^^tftnil 

a5j^'ifS^:3’T wr 'rrm ^r^<] c.r^\ 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Sir, on a j>oint of infornmtion Tift iTOTii bt^ '3* C’f 
<i)^1 control shop C^3^1 ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

#- 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ^tf^l ?rf^C5 C*^ft(r) ?pr^l 

ff?ri I OT5? C?I^Pt ?f??T. ^ C^C3 »'f3 I nrfr C?39I r^? I C*TT¥fr 

<»n#t ^tsi r3?m ^<f«fr3r' 'rrrp:^ ^if ^rt^os 

c*rs?i ^ c? ?TO^':jri 3 r^ffi ^‘Si 

?ft?, ’Strtr^ medical aid F^r CofSTt^ ’ftiT^^TI C» 3^ 

I ftFi, (7T ft^ rm^fTfc? Pfffnrs? i 
C^Tt^St^ I ^1 medical officer ij^ ftff^f^n re[>ort 

^(Ti (?^C3 ^ I fZT^ C^Ttr^ ^C3 ^czr.^ 5»1 I (’ontrol- 

(?wr5f ^,,c*ffVc< ^ c?t^ ^1 r-lr^t:^, c?’<fir?3 

csTfT ^ ftmr^ I cot^ ==n^rt? Trf%i c?r5F r^nm:^ ^ftrvi 
I Teat relief ^r*mTg O^tWl *r*I fttfffftrsri:?, cn^ «ftftrr5 

^C5 ?i *fi^ c*^ «i*t? ?tci ’trrH i^Pi c?T^ 5rt?n i csf»ni 
C?t^ ^3OT nftozfe I Cotm C^fUPFf c? ftr cl t^ l 

imi S^c« ?wf?i fftrrs <tffir(?sri c^mts ?rc?'tc^ 

?Tlt?T <1tiT? *nr¥T9 I c«f?fll c?lr^? ^ C>rf*ttn Teat reikfdj? * IRT 
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<10 I c.^k4<i 

^ ^ reU^^ ^ -sttrir ^ i\m 

^ ^ f^PT cstm ^ 

^5tr3 C^ I (TT^sr^ VtH^t'-ST ^ft^fT-^fW Food 

4riveil?| I ^ ^ ^1 ^1 ^ Vtf^l 

?rf:5Tt^ w^rr ^ ^fSsr^nf^C^, Rst? (A member from 

the opposition bench ^fg^i ^Ff%^’2n C^?) <5^’ 

food drive W( ^ ^1 I ^1 oq^ 

food drive ii C?Rct5 ^IfSlTl r/.\^ C? 5t^ar^.. ;d^^ I 

certain ^ta C5I 5Tk^*^Cf ^ TS^^r ’^rW, ' 

^31 I Food Minister :rc?1WP ^f(3 1%P( 

^ '®rf^, India GoTernmeanitjijf 

^ W (7f*t 3ff5TtrF»tr^ attic’s f^TTS I ^ f%f^ 

<5n:<f5? i]?* c^nr ^ft^- 

«jTTf*rc^ Famine ' \ 

orf^fc^ (71 ’®rt^ Eamine declare ^i Tf%C^ ^f^TST^ ^I i (Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed: M (Noise and interruptions) Sir, 

C'5tf^rC9I^(731 W bf%^l ?t§C3C^ 1^1 food drive ijjy TPTTI 

^p%i '4^ f%5 5tSc^ I <71 ^Tfi ’rm^rr ^ 

5^C3C?? I 3f5^ 7'08t relief '^t?:gJ i zT^ (Tft^ I 

cst^ ao Vf^ ^1 f^^(, ao nsrt^f ^ :^•^5^ Z^^n^ I 

3frJT^ Cof^< ^jiclTTr^ 3 ?^r^Tt^ i t3f^ 

<5 ?tsTt?r ^FfiT^FiTin r^c3 cot^ f^Jirr^f -^rt^s a zm^ 

0^ vc<fT z''$L'z cst^pi 

fw irr c^ -^ r i ^ z]^< ^ i 

^ Tf^c3c»^ I :j5r^-r^Ti f^HTPr 5?'41 ot 

^tzKi FJtrtr-<'^r ^=pr?i ^nf%5 i (At 

this stage rod light was lit. ) fip^, Sir, crmifi 7R ? T^in ^I'-iftr^ 

^ c fiffvi? ym I Sir, ym ^ (laughter) s\^ 

(Tj ^T ^vfi 7{] ?rftr?n ij^r: ^ zmc^ ^ir.^ yf^ 

^rfsR 1 f^rcnn ^5^l =(5mi 'jro"t'n‘i? tt ^33 ’rt^m 

^1 ^^rt%iT T3r^ ^f%i75fe — 15JlffI7( ^ ^ 

^-<if«i 8c z\m &t^i *ft^ I mzni ^tfNm 

ftsft^JpTT ^'<3^ ^ C>f<fTl7T >COPt free kitchen ?n ^IWt^ C*r3i^l 

<?R5i 'jsrtft ^ ^t%. 

^rr^ 'irsm (7m?^ free kitchen c?rmi z^\ '5ro<a‘t a 

c^rtt’iR ^wn *rjj ’sr'n ^ ^ 

■»ftir I fin 4 TRT1 ypfvs to fie® — ^tr'R ^fprr- 

jn r v t yg nF *4 ^ to fir:^ i *4 ^ ^ tob^ f%fir ■^i ^Ffiim?p, 
^svmrr ^imew ^rrpt (Ttsih i ^ vi ^Ffirm ^ to heckk ^n ^«r<l*rf 

»( i r i«K mhn fvKV vranr fir t Sir «tfar wt« fir vfira * twMM jil^ m vf%nr 
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?lrt7 3n wm i 

ftw n«w ^rfewr® ^rjrnrc^ c*fn^ yt g ^i fe y f^rtffSr 

^itw^i »r¥r»r i 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Spe^iker, Sir, 1 CH>me May 
to bury Cspsar uiid not to praise him. Bengal today is under the grip of the 
biggest famine in the course of its chequered history. - Pestileuoe is waiting 
round the corner. The Floud Comuiission l{ej)ort in the course of its 
historical survey recorded that between ItiTo and 193() the highest price of 
paddy recorded in Bengal was in 1J129 — the price of rice stood at Rs. 4*14 
per maund. 1929, ^ou will remember, is the \ear <»f acute ecMuiomic crisis 
within the British Empire. Madras iworded its highe.st price for pad<iy at 
Rs. &*14 p^r maund in 1919. The price in the Tinted Provinces in 1920 was 
the same. Bombay price in 1919 wa-^ Rs. .‘>-12. The >«ars 1919 and 1920 
are years when dovelike [)eace returned to India’s shores after World War 
No.'l. 

AVhen the Ministry that has gone hy was severely heckled before the 
House in March last for it> alleged inability to s(dve the food probletn of 
Bengal, the avenige price ot the medium rice st(K>d in January, 1943, at 
IT. 10-12 per maund and the a\crage price of (XKir.se rice was R.s. 8-10 per 
maun<l. In Februar\ , 1943, the price st<KMl at Rh. 12-Io and IN. 10-13 per 
maund res{>ecti\ely. In March, 1943, the pa>( Ministry st<KHl di.ssolved after 
^Wiad fought down thr(*e ('ensure Motions on the food question. The average 
price of medium rice tlien ruiige«l between IN, IS and IN. 20 per maund 

and the average price of ctxirse rice varied between IN. 10 ami IN. IS per 

maund. In April, 1943, when Bengal was enjoying the caresses of rule 
under section 93 the price of medium rice and the pric^e of coarse ric.e rose 
to Rs. 24 and Rs. 22 respectively. On the 24th of April, 1943, the present 
Ministry came to power. In May, 1943, the average price of medium rice 
ranged between IN. 30 and Rs. 32 |)er maund and the average price of course 
rice Po.se to Rs. 28 to IN. 30 f>er maund. Yet we find in the speech of 

Mr. Suhraw’ardy that with tlie al^olition of the zonal barriers in the east(»ru 

region and the system of {)erinits — I am ciuoting his words — “There was a 
definite arrest in the price of rice. Along witli it the enunciation of a (dear- 
cut policy directed against hoarding and black-marketing prevented further 
sjveculatiou in price.s.” A little self-in trcispection on the jwirt of my 
honourable friend might have avoided a confusion between the past and the 
present with the future. The prices are still soaring rocket high. The 
following figures between the third week of May and the second week of 
July with regard to the price of rice in (’alcutta I present to him for further 
study ; — * 

May 1943. 

Ist week. 2nd week. 3fd week. 4th week. 



Rs. a. Rh. a. R«. 

a. 

Rs. 

a. 

Patnai 

30 

0 

33 


Kalma 

29 

4 

32 

8 

Bolepur 

28 

0 

32 

6 

CoaiM 

28 

8 

31 



23 
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June 1943. 

Ifit week. 2nd week. 3rd week. 4th week. 




Rs. a. 

Rs. 

a. Rs. a. 

Rs. 

a 

Patnai 


33 5 

32 

0 

32- 

0 

Kalma 


32 13 

31 

8 

31 

8 

Bolcpur 


32 8 

29 

4 

31 

0 

Coarse 


318 

30 

0 

30 

4 



July 1943. 

Rh. 

a. 




Patnai 


32 

0 




Kalma 


31 

12 




Coarse 


30 

0 




I nhall not imitate the inimitable method? of my lionourable friend with 
rejfard to hi? own statement on the food situation. (The Hon^ble Mr. H. S. 
Schkawardy: Silly.) My honourable friend calls “silly”. His methods 
are inimitable. W'hen Mr. Suhruwardy in course of the debate in the Bud^ret 
Session in March, 1943, described the Budget Statement of Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, the then Finance Minister, as a mere scrap of pai>€r, I looked in vain 
through the statement of the pre^ient Minister of Civil Supjdies to find out 
the policy behind the scheme. In March last I heard the booming of guns 
from the European benches when they demanded whether the policy ot 
Ministry that was to go was the jxjlicy of control or was it the p(dicy of 
decontrol. I ask the present Ministry today, is it the policy of control witb^ 
what they allege with thirty thousand paid s<|ua<l masters and one and a half 
million members of the Food Committee throughout Bengali Is it the 
policy of c!outrolK Is the policy one of decontrol!" Does this Ministry 
follow the basic plan enunciated by the (lovernmeut of India!" With the 
sympathetic concurrence of the provinc'es and the States in the Efistern 
Kegion Mr. Suhrawardy tells us in his optimistic language, “stocks are 
l)eginuing to follow. The trickle from the neighbouring provinces has 
started and oui supplies are being slowly hut surely augmented.” As yet 
the leNtd <d piiie.H d<»es not betray any evidence of augmentation. I should 
have imagined that the statement nf the present Minister of Civil Supplies 
wlio was the past Minister of Finance in this province would be replete with 
concrete detaiils. Figure.? dance liefore his eyes. Mr. Suhrawardy has not 
given us any Kalaiu'e sheet of the food p<»sition of the province. He is not 
sure whether there has been shorUige of rice in the province. He who 
pretended t(» umlerstand the psychology of the masses lietter than anybody 
else on the 2(»th March, 1943, is a(>ologetic today. He .says, “It appears 
to me that insistence on shortage would inrrea.se panic and stimulate hoard- 
ing and thereby aggravate the general foo<l scarcity and push up the prices.” 
He is very well sati^fied with the results of the food drive. I like the 
expres.>lon “drive”. The race of slnve-<lrivers <loes not seem to l>e extinct. 
In his statement without giving figures Mr. Suhrawardy i.s supposefl to have 
dehoanled stocks in the region of seven to eight million mauuds — he did not 
tell us wdiether of rice or piubly. I^st night he made a statement on the 
floor of the House that his comprehensive census betrayetl deficits in almost 
every district in Bengtil, Shall I attempt to accHuint for the figure — seven 
to eight million maunds with reference to Major-General Wood’s figures? 
The current year’s production he estimated at six million nine hundred and 
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sixteen^* ihouf^ud tons. The c«rry*over from the last year he eatimated at 
one million tons. The Central Government’s proposed supply to Bengal is 
to the extent of five hundred and fifty thousand tons. The gmnd total 
therefore is eight million four hundred and sixty-six thousand tons. The 
average annual pro<luetion from I9‘Ui to 1941 is eight million one hundred 
and eighty-one ihousjjiid tons. So aocxmling to these figures there is a 
surplus of two hundred and eighty-fiYe thousand tons. It is signihoani that 
Mr. Suhwiwardy’s dehounled figure of seven to eight million mounds 
approximates the carry-over figure of Major-General Wootl. 

Mr. Suhrawardy has not calculated the requirements of the year within 
the prov'ince. If we asMime that the rice-etitiiig p<»pulatiou of Bengal «t 48 
million souls, and if we assume further that the per capit/i consumption of 
11 chattaks per day, then in ac(*ordaiw*e with the forecast of 1942-48 there 
will he a deficit <»f (J -9 million maiiiids. I may hardly jmint out that the 
Jail Code assumes a c(»nsiimption of rice of 7 maunds |H*r head per annum. 
The figure given hy the Land Beveiiue CommisMon is 9 maunds per head per 
annum. The figures tor consumption mhipteil h\ the present Ministry 
regarding the recpiii ements of tamilie.s with stin ks are 14 seers per month 
for males and 12 seeis pci month toi temales .md sccus per month l)el<tw 
the ape o{ 14 \ears and a}»o\c the apo* of 1 \cars. ( liildien below the age 
of 4 >earH ha\c no re(juirements. l’he\ do imt <*al >et the\ live. They hu\e 
certainly rmt votes. 

I do not grudge for a moment the se!f-coinplaccnc> ol the Minister. On 
tlie 2nd June. 194‘{, a Pres^-note of the Ministry of the Civil Supplies sjioke 
as fidlows : “There is every reason to helune lliat prices have reached 
their ficak. Witli the estahli‘-hment ol free traile in hxistern Zone and the 
Steps that are being takiTi to tighten up the administration of the FikmI 
Grains Contrid Or<ler and to unearth luKirds, there is grouml ior solid 
confidence that prices will begin to fall.” 

On the 3rd June, 1943, there was a discussion befw<»en the Premier of 
Assam ami the Premier ot Bengal. I shall he glad to hear the results ol the 
discussion. On the .siime day the Orissii .States imfM)sed export duty of Bs. 4 
to Rs. 10 per iiiaund. On the 8th June, 1943, Mr. Sii lira wordy iinifle the 
following statement to the public: ”My visits t4» Bihar and Orissa have 
yielded satisfactory results and we have been able to appreciate each <ither’« 
point of view and difficulties. lioth pmviiices ha\e agreed not to requisition 
stocks in future or to interfere with the movement of f<K)d-grains in any way. 
They liave also agreed to look into the previous cii.ses of re([uisition of stocks 
which were meant for Bengal. The food-supply officers of lK>th the Govern- 
ments have agreed to examine each oase and merchants who have any com- 
plaint to make regarding the various orders of reijuisition or freejsing should 
apply to them as early as possible. Both the Governments liave also 
instructed their various officers not to requisition any further traders’ stock. 
Traders ’and merchants therefore ran continue to purchase sU>cks in these 
cones and move them into Bengal without hindrtmee. The Assam Govern- 
ment have similarly opened their doors to free trade. It is hoped ihtti all 
these vill result in rice foreinfj^ into Brvfpil from all directions and bring 
prices dotrn all round tn Bengal^ hut in other provinces as well,** 
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Hia prpmises have not come true. Bengal has not yet acquired any 
advantage. The other provinces within the Eastern Zones have merely been 
dragged up to Bengal’s price level. It is the good tale of Icarus of old. I 
wonder if the Bay of Bengal will be christened by the present Ministry the 
Icarean Sea. I now come to the measures adopted by the present Ministry 
for the solution of the food problem. The abolition of zonal barriers is not 
the policy of the present Ministry. They are claiming credit for Govern- 
ment of India policy. The food-grains control order has indeed been 
tightened, but the policy of allowing big industrial (‘oncerns of Calciitta as 
also Government agents to purchase rice unfettered from within the province 
or from outside the province included within the Eastern Zone at any price is 
a policy not of free trade. The ordinary civilian producers and ordinary 
civilian coiisuniers are both placed in a position of great disadvantage. Thi.s 
indicy reminds me of the doctrine of freedom of contract illustrated by 
Dickens with his immortal wit — the contract between an elephant and 
chicken for the pur[H>se of dancing. Free trade within the province and the 
right to piircha.se un fettered without fixation of price are inconsistent, 
illogical iind uneconomic propositions. 1 sliould like to know from the 
Minister (I ) whether the Ministry has made up its mind to stop export from 
tire pix)vince; {2) whether the Ministry has seemed aderpiate tran‘iiH)rt 
faeilities from the eeirtre. It so to what extent!^ (3) Whether the 
Ministry has been able with the con<’urrence of the military aiithoritie.s to 
release sufficient inland transport for inter-district tr*affic; (4) whether ih^ 
Ministry lias been able to secure ade((uate (plant it ies of rice and other food- 
grains from outside the province — I do not want to know the figures at the 
operational stage. I should like ts) visualize Mr. Suhrawardy's “trickle”. 
(5) 1 sirould like to know the (juantit> of horo crop — it has lieen harvested, 
and also tlie forec'ast of the aus crop. t(>) I should like to know to what 
e.xtent black-market lots been penalised. 1 should like to know if influential 
profiteers and hoarders have been brought to hook. (7) I should like to know 
if Mr. Suhraward^ ’s oath of honesty ha.s been administered to the hierarchy 
of ofti(‘ial.s in the Supply Dejwirtment, against wlioiii allegations are rampant. 
(8) I should like to know why Calcutta and greater Calcutta have been 
excluded from the anti-hoard drive. Is it becanise this is where we live and 
earn^ Is it because the trade-l»arons of Calcutta have all adopted philan- 
thropic mission of Messrs. M. A. Ispahani*' (9) I should like to know the 
amount spent by the Ministry on the agricultural hwius between the 1st 
April, 1943, and today, I should like to know the amount actually spent 
on test relief works on these dates. (10) I should like to know the amount 
spent on gratuitous relief. (11) I ‘should like to know if the Ministry has 
succeeded in obtaining the transport facilities for the purpose of bringing 
wheat and other foo<l-grains from across the seas. What are the terms of 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s appeal to the United Nations!^ 

In my opinion famine and pestilence can never be solved by large promises 
and smooth excuses. Nor can they he solved by a far-oflF White Hall Moghul 
who on June 3rd, 194-3, ivS rep<»rted to have stated as follows: “The rice 
situation causes anxiety and must continue to do so as long as the Burma 
crop is lost to us. The chief concern at present is for Bengal and specially 
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Calcutta where the price of rice is over eight times pre-w’ar.'* His premise 
were wrong, his theories are wrong, hi.s expectations hove not yet come true 
The establishment of a National (ii‘verument in India, to my mind, iij th< 
only solution. The “Grow More F<kh 1 Campaign” will hardly solve ou 
sufferings. From 1891 to 1941. i.e., in the course of fifty y«*r», BengnFi 
p<»pulution according to census figures has d.mbled from thirty-one millioi 
souls to si^t\-one million souls. The net aresi which was sown in Ilengai 
with fiKKl crop between 1940-41 is 24 7 million aus. The area under rice i* 
20 7 million acres. The area sown with more than <me crop is 5-3 million 
acre.. The total cultivalde waste ac(H)nling U» the Land Kevenue Commis- 
sion’s Keport is 3,72.') thousjind acres. The lawns of the Government House 
may be Ijristling with vegetables; they may bring relief to Mr. Suhmwiu'dy. 
Ihe \egetables will surely not l>e available to the f>eopIe of Bengal. We are 
freciuently told in this Ilour^^ that the Bengal Parliament is the daughter 
of the Parliament in West Minster. Is it a Mep-daughter?' The index of 
retail food prices publi>he<l by the Ministry <»f Ixilxiur tells us that in 
England between 1st September, 1939. to 1st September, 1942. the retail 
fiK)d prices have lisen onU by 17 per cent, and here the cost of living index 
puldi^^^hed h\ the Hegional ('<»ntrMlh.r of Supplier, da(<‘d the Ilth May, 1943, 
is 280. ho will tell us that India is n<»t enj<»ying ptvree, who will not 
tell us that Bengal’s heart l.eats with the heart of’ Minister SuhrawardyK 

Miulvj IDRIS AHMED MIA: ap irst-ifs 

^ 1 ifn, m ¥rt7 

’51?? ; fV? 3t?i <43 ?3 ^ cmuv? 

^ r-frs C<tr.7) 53T rm 4?- rr? | (Mr. Abdclla-al Mahmood ; fV 

*5^1 food drive 

I food control 

?1 food drive T?r?T? r=Tt^ ^‘3711 CT 5 ^n, | 

ij?* 4 ?: 

r*iRT? itT’ 3 ?ri r/43) 

r!3;5T? driveij^ ^ ft? 

^ * 5 ^ ?ivt mn rcroi 

5Y3: s M 315 T? ^ 7ifu ?PF 7 ?Pfi rc^n c»i 9!^ 

c^Nt? ovt? ?i ^ ftvvSt? 4tfspf9i 

check ri 3 ; -ii?: c^?r3 3 ^f??rr5rfl ^3 

"5^ I Pn, - 4 ^ ^71 y =yf%?^r3i, yt’3;5t? 

TO rs-'aft ppfftcf y 4!7T3 

^ I ^l-T4rzmz^ ^>nfzm example frftf I 

rtfr, (7i?fr?T >ci7^ ^Pin wz^ <rtr5r% w? f|if| 
food drive movement * 51 ?? y? 3 ^ 9 Pn ^ CiT^ 

4?: ^ Irs cro C"'fr511 l chidlenga 
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fitfpp) n &f^, bs ^’5t, m ?^«r, ?r?r ^ 

irm 3r^ f^, iTjnr 3^:^ oq^ iqtw c^ ttosi ^ 

^ <7Tr^, ^ croi 3r3 "Tlj <1tf^ (?Tr5 c^ i 

^11^ <ij5r=r'9 ^ *fc? ?rw^ ^r^i irm i 

challenge (ti tFt«r ^ <ttf^ ^5t?r^ ^«IT3IT^ member- 

^ "sit^r 3rf^ tprT^t <1tf% ^rfirf i 

(A member from the Government bench : Challenge accepted.) C?f»f, 

3ni ^ ?ptc«rf ^ vft^ I »4^ (TT ^T- 

^fe^rfTT ^r^RTR ^rs 0!f«rt^ C^ 

01^ y'CT I PrfVs ^ (r?Tt??, <D3R fV PleadercJl^ T3 ^ 

^ PffV® C5Tt^, ^}f^ <t$rg ?^tr3 Pr c^r f^p- 

^-5t5T f% ^ 3rfn I 4^* wcs^ tfj?* (7f, ^ "Pri 

fiR ’nr 3 r f%3P7i fir^ 1 c^ ^ft^r b\ 

'^iWp. -^t^«f^c3rc‘iv?r oqrgrci? (?rnn ^^rpn r.«rt? «fti:^) ^■’^r, 

«fnr-T5r^ ?T5^ rch ^jictt Sten i ft<ri 

^ I c’r^fTc^ C5ft^ ^n c^ c^gi ^rnn i ^rfr 

^ ’rf?i f^, (yrp] tf3rt«f ^ ^fV i 

3rnT^ ^fsrn) GT. food ’TOF 3T^ GI village fooff 

committee •'-ti»{ TT’TGr^ 'JtTJ •’tfV irrigation, drainage, adult education, 
sanitation, census tTf^S 5T^ I ^:r (tj rniC^ 

^rtfir w^ ^ T!:P73 f^c^i t 3ii:*^=r S*t^ <i]3R "tf / 

gt c^c^nr ’nr ^sT 3^ ^ rmr i fsf^ g ’pts — 

Gltjf^ Sf?' 5rT^ ^PT i^^ppr ^yfy fcg t ^g 

Sfl? ’TOTS ’rtT’r 5^.'^ ^ I ^ni«rf| i^aj^ village 

committee^ ^ | zrfj^r^rnrflG^-^ 9 

’TSt^ member m PnGI C^ ’T^ committee rn ^^nrt ^ ^WTS\ ? 

linnTrroR ymm f^Gi fnn z(m i 7 ^ 

?^nT Gi cffi t|T?rt^3T ^1 1 ^rf? crt-t' «i]iF?i sjrvn irc5>^ 

0\ “ Grow raort^ food ” i£if GT (ilBTC? GO TSTC^, '31 

c^F3R TO ’nr^ r ijtGnr 5t^t Gitc^R <ij3R ri:^ (M 30 ^ utr^ ^- 

'Stwni^ firO TO Gl*^ TG^I OT1 3M ’PT C<tC^ 

*rtGa TO I tfiT^ =*r^ ^ rtd^ gtto g»to^ Gr^ft 

Wi TO ’TRFI? I ^Ps'-l'Gni^l^r f^fipy C31 I 

ftv *»fTO ^Nt]? TO, TO ^Ifr^l TO? CTO? f^GP^ ^cj 

^1, ?=m? ^*?i ^3^ ^tc’p? ^ I 3r?’f?3r#l5^,^nr5Tt!?-TOF?^jrS5r, 

GT^nTTO Magistrate ^ If^ (^, ^af CSRT^ 

^ ^5^, 33f^*f *rtT5 GT^ C^TfTPl f5r3?«t 5G5 ^ItGT 
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Prani I Rusaia? o5<ftt^ ^ni ; 

Bureaucratio ; ^Tiii ^rJH ftl?N ftj T[fir<n ##1^ •ffffHP 

I (Here red light was put lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Mr. RASIKLAL RltWAi : m f 

MMhrl IDRIS AHMED MIA : W\W ^1 ^ 

^ *r?prf^ 9 

c^ ^far^i srfiTcyT*^5n ^x-'afeirrsT ^mr^r ijfp 

’S.VI311 JR toi fV ^sfcn 

5 c^, ^^^.#*1 , 'ift lyi ?nr 

^ I f^, #Ti ^ JR^ *sfmc^ ^*rr!n nu^ c^ncsr^t ^ WH'' 

I TO in zm 31 rniui? I S^tfrs i oQiffri ^vn, irfin ^- 

^ ir?n ^rfr irtt^ ’itr. 3tr3 

I Ct^, ofi^vf! c^rr=f*T TO syroi cir, irf^' »pr^ rs^tv oivfTJ 

TO! cu^i iPTO^ irfTJ ^f%r*r?r irni sit^^rnTfr-f^ c^iirv ^“7^ 

c^fca %r3 3T?‘’c^. c^n m xtxn] t 

iPf^ 5 '‘tfiTfjfl ?nf ^WZ 

Jamine fund^ ^ TOC 3 fund ft?! fV TO 

-atfir 31 5fTO ♦ftft ^ I Tto era's CTO C5%1 'ii*’ffl 

TO!R ^ I 'il’r era Tt TO ? ^ ipill irfo fund TOW 

TOftewi IT] rir, 3 l 7 ’e^ 51 >t^ ra ^ ilP ajt'TOTO’?^ famim* area *Te*T 

declaie TO re 31 , 'Sf^’C^ e^TO^tC^ • 2 r*‘TT?‘r?r 513 533 TWl ^a^raS 

TO3ti^ I ■^f^B e-B rr^en’T e^re^ fB vuto^ itz] ivy^ ^f%i- 

<t3, *'^T‘13 CTOT to Tici: ^e-t^ ^r?B S 'S wTO'fB^fC'f W5T^5rC3 

^t3BB (3h 1RRI 

Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^:9n n^TOTV 
TOr-^rf^B irrw 3B ev^'-ten wtf^ci^e ^. — iPs avnwz^ wrft^ri 

Wff3, If*!", S ITB^B f^f?/eTO e^ TOe^l TO??. — WoB CTO 

I CB^ w^> ^Tl’TO TOT-TOTB TOTO^ tpTCP 

fVj ':3'Cirrwa TO wfir l 3B WW!f3RW? TOT ’^fTSU, 

TO^ S?1 wfVft'iTO fir? ^ TBft C^T TO, TJC^i, *M?tt3 

TOcwgi TO ^fro Sror fe'TO ^1 TOB ^^1 1 cbItto ^tfirro^ ctobi 
tff^Prft froe^ :i ’ trM ' s r ^ cTO^ BfTO tot-totb nirfTO bi i 

TOT-TOJB ^TO TOl STT'TO^ TO 3BC!5 SB, W5^ BCTO, TOl 

475T ftr Tfp <113^1 rR ilTOB atCS C^TCE,— 4TOf TOT? 

TO ?B BI, WwrfB C3^, fT5?r?B C3*^. W^T3 C3^ TOf ?fTO? C^lC'iW 

^CB, trf3 fic^TOB 3TT'5t CWTC? 4?^ C^Wffl «ff? TO? TO*t <1TC?? Wf? 
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cmucs *f7i ftifTTs ^ 

c^tcsrs vrt) csfwu ^5?pn ?? ^n, — cro^ ^stro c^fr^- 

5% 37 zftzs.i ^r^nm 'm»n3 

'’tm 7 f«fl 5 C 5 T 71 I fr 7 ftf 7 Taf 7 ?^ 5 T CSTif CTPim (1 

*1171-77771? 711717 -7177 7777, 317 TOT 417 75l77t77 »ff7 

7777 TllTlWOT C77 717 C7C7 C71C7OT.— .SOT 717 317 77C7 7^ I— 7717 7l«l^t7 
7:t*f7 7Rr, 77f7OT7 577 C7>7:7fW7 73 C7C3? C^lCTTf I 717T-777T1OT 
f7f77 7777 fSOTilT f^7 CTj^StOT ^717 

!.5r<.3 7*71 5f53 %l TT<15 71171 7777C73 7fS7 5^7 ▼lOT ;— “7*1^1% CSlOTCT 
^ 7 Jf 57, rT17l 7?^ C7151:77 737 C7 7:7 77 57, 551 C7 ^ ^ 7:7*77 I 
?ir^ l37 Vlfirt 7*7i:7 CT ’Tin 737 C7 cy^ltr 7771'3 77,— 551 “Tflm C5OT7 
«?113l C7Nl” j? 2pm- 55 <377 7J7 7^2f7*r7 7^73»r7 7*177 S 7f- 

737.7JII ^77777 TTfV 7f** 47* f7OT7 71W1 5717 77 W&lOTI 5l7 3117 

77 f7..7 C7 CThT C75i:7 C7*37 C* 7. c7? 7-=F75t C537C5— TlTT-TTTTl 

7*<.B 71171 77^77 ■-.^TfTlTlfl TTli;"ll7CT7 7*7 1 711717 71*7? C7? *775 C77,r7 

C537?.'.5 7OT-f7C71^1 -737177 I ■4*53 C^117 71 ul37 CTl" 3^7 777T 771 C*33 
737— 7«7-37>l7 f^TOR ufoTm 71173*377 3*11 317371:^7 *37* 47*5l 7OT 
f^fTT 77 1 4*5 r7C77 srC7l3377 ^ ^*7 *5r77 71 *7173*71- 3lft7 

7lf53W5771 C7? Tot ^Aot? Sf^lTl C7*37r57, 471 4*571S *537^ 731 C7 73.3^7 ' 
71CT IJTTITTOT? S*l%7 C637 717 471 ^7717^*3*5? 7f»3 S *nf$3 C*m73 737* | 

C 7 *777757 35 157 737 71171 7 *l '^77 

5177 C 637 C 15 333 C 713117 ( 7 m ',3 F .37 711717 *t^t 7 t*T 3 ^ 4 OT 737 7*37 C 5 r.'-* 
C 537 OT I C 733 V 7 VfttfTCI-S *mt 377 7*^1 7773 ?t 7 n 35 lf 7 *H 711717 7 if 33 ‘ 
7 »^t^l 517577 * 77 T 7 f 53 'Iff? 57 57 f 7 #lf 7 * 5 l ^ 5 *f 3<%77 3153 5*037 *tB >7 
'TfT^ 717777 T 73771 ^ rS 7 l 7 3135 » f*Fl*Ft 7 T%I* 5537 7 l 7 I tpfl 5 ^ 
C 73 r 77 757 S *7357 5 * 0575 ^, ,rfV *53 77 * 0 ft * 055117^377 tf 53 .-* 0 rfr 7 

7 RT 71171 77*0577 *tl 7 H 57 H 8 tati 8 ticg 7 «ft 7 vt 337 54 3 I? *775 77*0577 

^7-7 iniTl, *7737 -3 771,^ ijtfiro *P37 

®'nC¥T^ ^*1 cTto^ C?fC^C 5 R I 


477 47*717 71J7f757r?t 73"377!!|7 7135357 31*0571 717*1 4515 

'•it* rxf-a 


I 4}^ ^TT oH - 

^ ^ C7 -ITT -07131^ 7, 

5^ 5717 35^ 5*057, 7,7, 71?,-^ OT77 *5,177 4337,7 ^355?1 , *057? 
H? ^35-307 737 *5^1*7, 577377 737 737 f*^ .,5^ C5573 ,773, 577377 

cm 7jn, 31513, 577377 *3717 5*0571 7*^75 5^1753 5357 57*77*^75^731? 57 

C33^3^ 573^ 75177,-57^7, 5*7 7, ^ 471 =lf3n 717^ 57333 571^75?^ 

3Tl-ftW?1^350l7577 *FC7 in3r«l3 573755 57 *3*0375 ^757 7ll7,-7ltl3 45751 
3117 1^57 4 7335 1733 5737 511537 1 tc 3 5ftC7'3 57 
W7t7 515 7737 5537 737, C** 73^. 317733 735 3155 57? OfiPBCH 7ft 71 
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cn cn c^tc^n cet^ ^ 

•ttwi 5t^l ’ifw 

f^f^n?ir^ c^- 

^rt^R:^ compulsory subject f^OTip I ^ ’CT *ffart11 

^ Pfni vm c^z< fimfH ( 

cvtcz Wct^ ifi*fn ’smtot^ srtC'sf <4^^ 

cn 4^1: ^1 c*R:^ ^z<] wfW 

5Ttt?Tt7?^ oQ^rf^ WTO ^1 1 ^rm »pr cru c4«i*> 

WTW ( 7 Ft?r^ ’iir^ c’Hn vn -ns* ( 7 >ir^ c'^irr^ i 

sn a*f^ 5^ fV c^FRTTCff? ^5C^ 

S^t?^ Sirrw^ I Government of India Act 

\5CiR wfsTFi (Trt'-ft>rc^ :^r5 W <71 ^ CT3^1\4^lfl 

C4 i7[ oJ5 ^ 4:^^ ’Tt-^nr^^ r/M TOTt^vf^ CWT^3 (NW 

C^ ^8^ ^’1 I 57t^5T W.^ 'f^.^ ^mi 3TO WCWsft W frc? 

c^.z I csfi^i ’r-fn^ >rfw f^cn^ 

=Tc^ 3 r 3 3 t^ w f^.*! «it:^. r ^tp ^ c^frs 

^ ^ ^pypi ^ cWP Ti C<^/.15 ^p:^ ^ I (Ncrj ^ irjc4 wc9 

w wz^ ^ I 

•?Ttw Tsrm 4^ cn 4?^ *-ifiR'5#t''!i' ■wtc^ WT‘^»m ’nt- 

<m:^^' ■®<T'ti c^c'j 4 ^r "s^T-pT ^\*p^ c’fws 

c^ftccT Ttw =rfiR^55ft^ *nfiri ijistiw ’vvi 

c’fd^ C^fff ftftl srf^- *1!^ 

WT^ C^W ^5Jf7:3 ^ ! 

WT.^*7|Tm T4W cstTO C^f nrri; •arfip?'^^ wmi 

*3;!^ wn i w tf^T-? cnrii frj|- 'i fb; T-drsrt^^ 

4 JPPTTB TOW ^1 I ZPS ^nrfT tj-t; g<W $lt^ !3TOflR »R 

f^Ff^ cyt^ c s ! 4=?f ^*%Xl^ TtfT 'i =?TtWf tfTOvar I 

^ 3m 8n:^T »r*^, 'Jsrfhr 

^ ^<rPrTO I '<p3rfyriipf -srtnWTO^ ^11*3 nmiJ’ wm 

<4 ^ftr? cvfOT® I 'Wcw ^f'fi, 5r^^(H 

grow more food campaignii^ tfft ‘^rfjfiPSI* ^ftum *Pr*n3 ijt 
’W! C 5 RNCW im* 3 m 4 ^ C?^t 7:3 — CTO? ‘iffC??^ ^'fSTl 

’«m:?:, fipi ^3-?ffTO ^ C^TTT^ WCT; C«^«R W, 4t? o^ 'ifc^rofi? W '5ft^?^'3 
5 ?i, w ?rrf^ ??to ^rft 5W ^WT€’fi 

"iftcf ftn ?w:w "*1317?? ?Tt3 ^ C^mC3 CW ParlUmentar>' Secretary c^t."^ 
(StTJrc? 1 ' ^?T ilW? ?t3 C3^ tT3 IZ^ fwCK C31 5l3 

nczm ^t 3 ftfi cm cm^ > toc??^ ^ c^rnr® ^ 

grow more food campaign41I fTOB 'tl3 2JFTOJ ^ VC*T mn 

awn ft m wr, c*rw cw wnm cwim ?? wt 5 : #t^ cw fm i 



382 


SPECIAL MOTIONS. 


fl3TH July, 


Mu NARENDRA MARA VAN CHAKRABARTY : On a point of explana- 

tion, Sir, ^ C’f ?jnmr 

^ ^ 80 called congress member I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order. Order! 

BaSu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : ^RPSff ^ 6^ Of 

^rNff^r I ^vn c^flrc^ vffr^ 

oqsT- 0i}35rv,i vff?^ 131 ’ I C^ 

^ ?rtf7 511 c^t5? Trfy ^ K5iftr*Ni5f 

I '4f3mi ^5^ ^,*»f 3r%^i ^si’ c^ 

’PO?' (Trt ^^•1 5rf7tv<pr 5jrvfi Tqifif ^51 5^1 1 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I will not make any oration now. 

I will only give certain facts which are directly in my po.ssession with regard 
to the food situation in my part of the country. You know. Sir, and I hope 
Mr. Banerjee over there who Mas in direc t posse.s.iion cd all these fac'ts 
knows this. In my part of the country, I mean the subdivision of (loalundo 
which is my constituency, crop failed in July, 194‘J. Mr. Banerjee was 
g(K>d enough to reply to my <iuesti(uis in the Assembly and admitted that . 
crops failed. It remains a fact that in that ]>articular subdivision more 
or less acute distress jirc‘vailed sim-e IJb'S. To our misfortune the entire 
crop failed in 194v and so the di^tre^s prc'vailing toda> can better be imagined 
than descril)ed. I d(» not know definitel> what is the (ondition in the sub- 
divisions of (?ontai and Tamluk in the district oi Midnapore. 1 believ*" 
there the condition l)eggHrs description. Thcdr condition i> such whicdi 
demands every sym[»athy and .support from any administration that may 
exist. Neverthel(‘ss, my part of the c’ountry also demanded re.sponse from 
the administration since the time the crc»p failed in July, 1942. 

Sir, I made u referencM* of this to the llon’ble Minister by questions in 
the Assembly and thereafter by representation and by submitting notes by 
putting all suggestions pc>s8ible, and even scuiietimes I attempted to put 
certain sc-hemes tojiim. Then, Sir, I went begging with a begging boMl 
before him and alsc> before the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Food Supplj, 

I mean the Nawab Bahadur. My letter*' were generally responded to by 
Mr. Banerjee but M'hen questions were raised as to uhat was the jaissible 
solution he always referred me to the Hon'ble XaMab Bahadur from uhom 
nc» restKmse was received. When 1 approached Mr. Banerjee for assistanc^e, 
help was rendered by a reply referring airuin to the Hon'ble Nauab Bahadur 
of Daeca. Vnfortunately callousness continued until I came in lebruary 
to make a rejuesentation in the matter. A (question uns put by me but all 
my efforts to get redress were in vain. Mr. Banerjee could not render any 
help. We came running up to the FchkI Minister and I also met the Direc- 
tor of Civil Supplies not once, twic'e or thrice hut more than that. I made 
representations and I am happy to say that after the formation of the 
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pment Ministry the people of my suhdirision are jrettiiiir some supplies 
since then and the pcwrer sec tions are gettinjr supply of rice at Rs. 15 per 
maund. (Cries of “Hear, hear’’ fnmi the Coalition Party benches.) In 
this. way, Sir, although the distress continues. j>eople are suffering acutely 
and thev have not suftirieiit food, still something of a supply is available 
and the people are not entirely without supply Wause timel\ help is being 
reriileied by the |)resent Ministry. I may tell you, Sir, that at least some- 
thing of an equilibrium has been established in my district. Sir, I know 
of a man in my subdivision who had a huge stiuk, but he refused to give 
n)e any supj)ly. But something had to be done because mv family was 
there in my village home. I ottered to purchase .sto<‘k from him. but he 
refused to give me any supply at all. Sir, ns soon as the fofwl drive was 
launche<l its effect in the (i(»alundo subilivision eoiibl be seiui then and there. 

I reeeived a letter fnmi that partii'ular gentleman offering to give me 
supjdies and I was requested to send mv man to receive supplies 
from him. 1 did accordiiigl\ and 1 got the supply. If tin* foot! 
drive has not done anytliing els«‘, it has at least established something of 
an e(juiliht ium in the countryside and in man\ pboes people are getting 
supplie.'i for 15 days or ‘Jtl dax" or one month. There has been some supply 
of rice and people of all 4iadi‘s or positimi who were starxing Indore are 
now getting a supply and are m»t erxing for a morsel of food as before. 
(Xoi-e from tlie Opposition benches.) I know, Sir, wliere the shoe pinches. 
(Laughter.) In the couiitrxsidc I notice a marked improvement in the matter 
of siip|)lie-. I also notice that stocks are being moved to (’hittagong, 
Faridput. Dacia and other di'*tiicts — east. \u*st and north. This is the 
efteet ot the present Ministry’*. tiMid drive. 1 also notiie that from otlier 
countries. I mean Biliar. Orissti jumI otbet places, soim* supplier bnve iMone. 
are loniing and will come. Smiething we ba\e got, are g(*tting ami will 
get. 

That is all. Sir. that I have got !•» sa\. Theiefore, Sii, the tuikling of 
the f(K>d jiroblem which was a failure before has beconie a success due to the 
eft'oits of Mr Suhrawardx juid lor this we are all grateful to him ((’lies 
ot “Hear, hear ’ from the (’oalition Faitx benches.) 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr Sfieaker. Sir. sitting as I d«» unattached 
with any party (»r group in thin Huu^e. I think it behoves me tliat I slioubl 
not support or opjmse any j)art\, be it (fovernment or ( tjqiosition, in a 
partisan spirit, Vuit I should exerei-e my free judgment and take decision 
on the meiit of the nu»tions before us. # 

Sir, nothing on earth is dearer than life, and for the jireservation of 
this life food is esssential. So when foodstuftn lH*come scarce in the country 
the anxiety of the j>eo|)le Irecoines very mm h acute. And more the anxiety, 
the more perturbed do the people become and in their utter helplessness 
thev look U[) to the sovereign autlu»ritv or more approjiriatelv, the (iovem- 
ment of the country, for help and succour. Our Oovernment here is 
represented by the Ministry which i-* coiufKised of men elec ted by the [M.»ople. 
Let us therefore see how our own men sitting over our destiny dis<*harge 
their obligation. 
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Sir, now to deal effectively and satisfactorily with the food problem at 
a time when the calamity has spread all over the province is out of the 
question. To tackle the question with a view to giving substantial relief 
is also an uphill task and cannot be done overnight. For this some -time 
is necessary. There must also be a clear-cut policy, a comprehensive scheme, 
a definite programme and a willing heart. The Food Minister has furnish^ 
ed an elaborate programme. It comprises a definite programme and a plan. 
Tie has visualised and rightly visualised that imf^ort of foodstuffs from 
outside the province and utilisations of internal food stock.s would contribute 
largely to the solution of the problem, and be rightly thought that there 
are large stocks locked up in the godowns of the greedy nuihajanx, and 
that they must be found out and made available to the jieople. With this 
'view in mind the hood Minister laun<‘hed upon an anti-lioarding campaign 
and the result of it is that the mahajam, the traders, will now be compelled 
to surrender their hoards to the (Tovernmenf on recpiisition. It was in 
]>ursuance of that scheme that fhe f<H)d drive was undertaken. The food 
drive was undertaken not in a spirit which j>romj>ted anti-hoarding campaign 
but it was done with a view to ascertain the real stock of the people and 
the food requirements of the particulai areas. With this end in view, the 
food campaign was re.**orted to. Now, the (loviernment is in possession of 
the actual figures of requirements of the country as well as of the fond 
stocks. So fur so good. The food drive was carried on in a spirit to which 
the people might md take exception. Instructions were issued to the offi- 
cers that they should, after consulting the opinion of the people and 
addressing them, form food committees. Food committees were organised 
accordingly. iSurely these have been organised to serve every village and 
hamlet. In short, everything pos.‘»ible has heen done. Now it reijuires 
(Toverninent to put into action the ]»rogramme that they have in view. 
Surely there are (’ertain drawbacks and objectionable features in that pro- 
gramme, but in spite of su<*h shortcomings the Si heme presents a workable 
basis. Criticisms by different s[)eakei> have already brought to the notice 
of the House the defects of the scheme. The (juestion of the exclu>ion of 
( ah’utta and Howrah fnuu the food drive has already been refeired to as 
unjust and improper. It is said that on account of a<lmiinstjative reasons 
Calcutta and Howrah were left tuit, and that the Minister in charge has 
taken step.s to take uj) those plaees ere long. If there is cogent rea.son for 
exclusion, he (‘ertainly has his reasons for not doing it so long, but not 
otherwis<* : on this matter (»pinion will have to he formed by me after hearing 
the Hon’ble Minister's reply. % 

Now, Sir, it was a great mistake on the part of the Ministry to have 
fixed 10 chittaks as the ration for a male per day. I think it, to say the 
least, is half the daily requirement of an individual. Again, I do not 
know what has induced the Ministry not to make any provision for children 
up to the age of 4. Perhaps it is not within the knowledge of the Hon'ble 
Miui.ster in charge of the Fo<»d Department that rice ceremony takes place 
on the 7th month after the ba!)y's birth. After the rice ceremony has Iteen 
gone through the ehildreu are taught to eat rice. Therefore provision ought 
to have been made for the children as well. How did it escape the notice 
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of the Hon’ble Minister I do not know. He ought to hare consulted his 
party men who come from rural areas. They could have enlightened him. 
The Hon*ble Minister seems not to have consulted them. Be that as it may, 
he opght to make a clear statement to explain why Calcutta and Howrah 
were left out. He must not make a secret of administrative reason but 
must divulge the entire facts to the House. 

Then he has asked the ])oor agriculturist people to make 8a<‘rifice of the 
surplus stock of food in their po.s.session in times of need for their neighbours, 
but that is not the ba.si8 on which he should have proceedetl. This is 
indeed an abnormal situation and no human being cun cope with it. I 
regard it at a visitatiim. a punishment from al)ovi‘. in consefjuencj,* of our 
Godlessness. God has sent down His wrath on u^. If. therefore, the 
Minister wants to do justice to the cause of the hungry he must look to 
Heaven and the Holy Quron when* lie will find a re.il solutiofi of the pro- 
blem. 1 hope the llon’lde Minister will try to n*ad (he passag«*s on ('hurity 
in the Hol\ Jlook. There charitic'' an* < laste<l imder two heiuls- compul.s<try 
and optional. He has been rlealing with the < harit\ optional. He has uske<l 
the village peojde to releiisr their tuiplus too<l in laMtu) id their more 
m*ed\ tellnw-bn*tliren, but lie has not similarly asked tin* great mi’ii who live 
sumptuously to make the "aiTihce as well, althoutdi in their cast* such 
.sacrifice is (‘ompulsory. Kxtractions should he mailr from the rich : a sort 
of tax must he levied on them in oidn to ti*ed the poor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ho w long will \ou take to finish. You havi* alieurly 
exceeded the time. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Oril\ tw'o mimite.s more, Sir. 1 would ask 
the H in’hle Minister over and again to read the Hoi) (^uron, specially the 
passage' in which charitv ha^ been diseUHs<.d. I would ask him to pay 
sfiecial attention to that, so that he will be out ot the wood ami money 
might he available in order to feed the poor. I beg oi him to 
take a lesson from the Holv t^uron where he will be abb to find a right 
solution in the right direction. Gtherwi.si* he will be groping in the dark, 
dumbfounded. 

La.stly, I would ask the Hon’bb* Mini-tcr in charge to make a clean 
breast of the reasons why be left out ('alcutta and Howrab troiii lii*- food 
census while giving reply. 


Adjoummtnt. 

The House was adjourned at 9-2(1 p,m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
14th July, 194d, at the Assemldy House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legisbtive Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of^the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The AssEMJH.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the J4th July, 194d, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Si>eaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushek Am) in the Chair, l-i 
Ilcju’ble Ministers and 211 memWrs. 

Issue of visitors’ tickets. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Before the proceeding's of the House commenre I 
should like to make a statement with re^’-ard to the complaint made relatiiiir 
to the i«<sue ot visitors’ (‘urds by the Sycietary of ihe Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. I have since looked into the matter and I liave no reason to 
think that any irrejfularity was committed liy him. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Inspection of primary schools. 

•81. Mtuivi ABDUL JABBAR: Will tin* Hon'hle Mini^ster in eharpe 
of the Education Department he pleased to '^tate — 

(n) whether there is any rule for the ins]>ection of the i)rimary schools; 

{h) whether the rules are olKcncd b\ the in-'pectorate in the di.striet ; 

(c) the miiuher of piimary sehools in the district of Dinajpur that have 

not lawn inspected during the year 1942; and 

(d) what steps do the (h»vernment i>n>pose to take for better supervision 

of the primary sehools in the said districts 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): <n) Yes. V nder the rules '^ub-Insi>ector.s of Schools 
are to visit each primary scluxd in their respective cin les twice a year. 

(h) Travelling: allowanee allotment has been insufficient to enable proper 
observance of the rules. 

(r) Fp to the 15th March of the financial year 1942-43, 670 schwls had 
been left unvisited. 

(d) More funds will be allotted in future. 

Khan Bahaihir BHAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer rd), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when that future will comeP 

ThO HonldO Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The future will come in 
future. 

« 

KhWl Bldiadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will tb. Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to give us some definite idea about tbe time when it will be done? 
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nit HoffilMf Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANS ThWquestion was (ktked in 

the last session of the Asseuihly. 1 shall take up the matter as soon as 
possible. 

Gofiditioffi of PulU and Tallah PunifNng ititions. 


•§2. Mr. C. W. MILES: (n) Hus the attention of the Hoirble Minister 
in charge of the Ix)eal Self-Hovernment Deparlment been drawn to the state 
of affairs prevailing at the Pulta and Tallah Pumping Stations as revealed 
by the rejwrt of the S|>ecial Officer in charge of these stati«»ns published in 
the Press on the 16th June. 194*1 

ih) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment have deputed any otfi<er under section 16 of the ('alcutta Municipal 
Act. 192d, to ins|)ect the Pulta and Tallah Pumping Stations^ 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be p]ca>ed to lay on tlie Talde a copy of 
his rejK)rt to Oo\ eminent 

(d) Is it a fact — 

{() that there ha** been a ‘iteady deteTioratif)n in the (ondition of the 
Isiilers and filter beds and of the water works generally over a 
period of years,* and 

{ii) if so, what are the reasons for this deterioration h* 

(e) Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to stab* whether Government 

have taken any action under sections 17 and 18 of the Gulcutta Municipal 
Act, to ensure that the following works recommended by the Kjiecial 

Officer are immediately i’urried out: — 

(1) installation of the llhatpara boilers; 

(2) thorough overhauling of the big units of Hubroek and Wilcox boilers, 

one by one; 

(3) immediate cutting out of the blades of Parsons’ turbine No. 1927 and 

balancing same ; 

(4) re-blading of this turbine when blades arrive from England; 

(5) ins|>ection and thorough overhauling of the other turbines, one by 

one, by the makers; 

(6) clearing of silt from the pre-settling tank"; 

(7) replenishment of filter beds as per programme of work submitted 

by him; and 

(8; investigation regarding the cause of deterioration of raw river 
water? 


MINISTER in chirgt of tho PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tiM Honlilo Klitn Bahadur Mauivi 
dalaluddin Ahmad): ui) Yes. 

ib) Yes, the Director of Public Health and the Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department, were deputed for this^^gurpose by a Government order 
issued oh the lOth of April, 1943. 

(c) No. 

(r/) (i) Yes. 

(n) The reasons appear to Ik* lack of regular maintenance and of proper 
supervision. 
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( 0 ) (1), (4) and (6) lo (8) Yen. 

(2) This will b* taken up after one of the new boilers has been installed. 
(afKo. ^ 

(5) This cannot be done until l^ter action under (4) has been taken. • 

Mr* Aa pa STARK* Will Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
the lack of .regular maintenance and of proper spperrision referred td^in 
answer (d){ii) has occurred for a period of and, if so, for what 

period ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, for 
a number of years, and I think, for more than ten or fifteen years. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whv Government do not projK)8e to 
lay a copy of the report on the Tabled 

Tha HonOda Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

report of a bubordiiiute officer is confidential. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Honlde Min ister be pleased to state 
whether any time-limit has been impose<l on the works to be carried on by 
the Gorporution? 

Thf Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, a 
time-limit was given before and then an »'thcer of the de}>artment was bent 
for inspection and he suhiuitted his report, and after that action has been 
taken. 

Mr, A. f. fTARK: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to ^tate if 
the Corporation failed to take action under the (iovernment’s direction 
what ai’tion do Government propobe to take? 

Tha Hon’bli Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Govern- 
ment have only given directions: a time-limit has been given, hut they have 
not agreed to ('omply with the directions. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Rou ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state whether Government have received the report of the Special Com- 
mittee appointed by the (\)rporatioii for consideration of the Spe^ial Officer’s 
leportP 

TtM HonTila Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No 

report has been submitted to the Government. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (e) (2), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc^ftate how long the hig units of Babcock and 
Wilcox l)oiler8 are working without overhauling and repairs? 

Tha HmiIH# Khan Sahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot 
tell you the number of years, ^ut I caff tell you that they are not in good 
order. That is the report that has been received by me. 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon'ble, Minuter h# jrfeasec^4o how 
long the two bad Iwilers have been King waste awlRinf to be wlastwedP 

Th* Honnhl* Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUOOIN AHMAD: reansot 

the exact time, hut it has been for a long time. 

^BalNi ASrfUTOSH LAHIRI: Will tii« Ilun'hle Minister be^pleaeed to 
state whether Government will stay any action on the report ol the Rpeciai 
Officer until they lifcve received the rej>ort of the S}»ecial 
Committee appointed by the C'orporution for the con>iderution of the report 
of the Special Officer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMADs It is a 

request for action. The (Government has already issued direction, and 
therefore the question ot ptistp^mcnu-nt does not arise at all. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state if the 
directions under sectimi> 17 and IS have included the supply of foodstuffs 
to the luhour at the waterworks? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No direc- 
tion was given under section Oul\ one direction has licen given under 
section KI and after that receiili.v a diiection iiioler section 17 has been given, 
The (|Ue^tion of rlireethm unde! se<*tion IS (ha*.'' not arise. 

Clerical staff in heads of departments attached to the •eoretariat. 

•63. Mr. A, M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge 
•f the Finanee Department pleusetl to lay on the Table a statement show’- 
ing, separately, up to the 2Sth Februarv , llM‘i — 

(а) the total number of (I) permanent and (2) tempofSl^ eiericdl officers 

(including sheristadars and Office Superintendents) of the 
principal heads of departments (including Board of Revenue) 
attached U» the Secretariat, 

(б) the number of them that are M» Hindus, (2; Mualims, (3) Scheduled 

(Pastes and (4) members of other communities; 

(r) the percentage of (1) g^radiiutcs, and (2) non-matriculates, among 
the communities referred to in (h); and 
(</) amount drawn as salary per month by eai h of the communities 
referred to in (h)? 

MINISTER in ohorgo of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Honlilf 
Mr. Tulsi ChOfidfS Coswimi): The information is not readily available and 
its collection would inv(dve an amount of time and lal>our that would not 
be justifiable in w^ar time. 

Mft A. M* ABDUL HAMIP: Will the Hon 'hie Minister pleased, to 
state if a list is kept in each department fbowing the numl>er of officers 
employed and the amount drawn by each of them as salary? 

TfiO Hofil»lo Mr. TULBI CHANIMIA COtWAMIl Lists are no doubt 
kept in the departments hut their collectiite would involve an amount of 
time and labour that would not be justifiable in war time. 
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Mr. A. M. ABdUJ. HAMID: Sir, fny question has not been properly 
answered. I want to know if such a register is maintained in each depart- 
ment. , 

n$ HofiWi Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMi: I wtil notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which part or parts of all these jiarts m^iiti|!med in (a), (6), (o) and 
(d) appear to he difficult to colltKt readily? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: In the opinion of 
the department the collection ot the information required would involve 
an amount of time and labour that would not he justifiable in war time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. 1 have not asked for the opinion of the 
departments. The question is directed to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
and the Government. I am not concerned with th|^clerks’ opinion. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister state wdiether after going through each of these- parts 
the Hon’hle Minister is in a jiosition to give his reidy as to which of these 
four parts, namely, (I) total number, (2) the number of thiqii that are 
Hindus, Muslims, Scheduled Castes and members of other communities, 
(3) the percentage of graduates and non-matriculates and the amount 
drawn as salary per month by each ot the comnninities. is ditficult? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: All the four items. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion'hle Minister please state 
if he is aware that there is one (‘onsolidated list of all the Secretariat staff 
who monthly salaries from the SeiTctariat and the whole information 

can be obtailtlB — at least except <r) — from one registefef 

Tht Hofi^lt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAi||l 1 have nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister please state 
it the reply that is here iriven was examined by him and if it is his reply 
or the department’s reply? 

The Hon’bif Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: It is my reply most 
definitely. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister without any 
excitement let the House know if he had any time to go through the file 
prepared for him by the department? 

Th« Honlllt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 object to this 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I also object to the demeanour of the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

TIm HonnMt Mr. Kliwaia SHAftABUDDINs On a point of privilege. 
Sir. Ift a member allowed to insinuate about framing an answer as Dr. 
Sanyal is doing? 
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iir. SPEAKER: Certainly not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Hon'ble Minister has said that 
th^s is the department s reply. I ahi entitled tn ^question further jrhether 
the departmini^s reply was examined by him. I do not hnd any t^j^tion 
in it and if it is an insinuation, it has been drawn upon him by himself. I 
cannot help it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: %b far as I am concerned, I did not hear him say that 
it was the department’s reply. He said it was the opinion of the department. 

Tha Hofi’Ma Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 suid-^in the opinion 
of the department, and 1 am lK>und lo consult the opinion of the depart- 
ment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the llon’blc Ministci please state 
how lonjf he thinks ^ would take to make the intormutiou available. 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I want notice. 

Clerical staff of the Secretariat. 

*64. Ifr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble MinisUT in charge 
of the Finance Depurtiu^it be pleased to la\ on the Tabic a statement show- 
in k— 

w/) the picserit riumlMM <>t <l) ]retmaiieiit and (IM tem|>oiary tleiical 
officers (includin^^ Ue^^istrurs uml Head Assistants) employed in 
the \arious Departments <it the Si*cietunat; 

(h) the number of them that aie <1) Hindus, Muslims, td] SchedultMl 
(’aste|^j|iul (4) meml»ers oi other communities; , 

(f) the percentaj^e of (li giaduates and ( ‘J ) mm-Matri( ulale-^ among 
the ctUmnuiiitie.s referred to in (h); 

(f/) the amount drawn as siilury per month by each of the* communities 
referred to in {b))r 

The Hofl'bie Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM I : The iiif(»rmation is not 
readily available and its collcM*tion uould iinohe an amount of time and 
labour that would not lie justifiable in war time. 

KhCfi Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Can the IJon’ble Minister give 
U8 some idea about the length of time and the amount of labour that would 
be necessary to Have the information? 

The Hoil*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I have already 
answered that it will require an amount of time and labour which will not 
be justified. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I^t us have an idea about the 
amount of dime and lal>our. 

TIm Hon*bla Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI I Inordinate amount 
of time. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: On a point ot order, Sir. The question 
from me aH well as from the honourable member from the other side was 
how much time it would take to make the information available? 

Mr. SPEAKER! His reply was “inordinate amount of time”. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: What does he mean by “inordinate 
amount of time”? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a j)oiiit of order, Sir. The rules 
provide for (piestions and answers. The rules do not provide for frivolities. 
Sir, we have a definite and specific (juestion asked and we expect an answer 
and the answer must not be in terms that evade the (juestion altog-ethei. 
Here a specific ((iiestinn is asked and. Sir, \(>u in >oiii wisdom will see that 
readily the whole (juestioii can be replied In setting one officer ot tlie Secre- 
tariat or even if an offict^r is not a\ailable. one of the many Parliarm*ntar\ 
Secretaries that arc v\it)ioiit any job can go round the dejiartment and 
colIe(‘t it in halt an hour time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What i> thi> spcet b ioi? W hat your point of 
order*'' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: M\ point <d' oid.-r i^ thi^ !f the an^uer 
canriot lie gi\cn for some in<-on\cinen< <• that the MinntrN may la* fiading, 
let tliem franklv state that 'rhc\ cannot c\a<lc tin- an^ucr h\ putting up 
such frivolous replies 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thev ma\ gi\c an\ answer lhc\ like and \ou ma\ 
draw >our own intetauice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Wlicn the Hon’hle Minister says that it 
will take inordinati- time doe.s he siiL;;^est that it will take something like 
n month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I can say nothing 
(lefiiiit«d> . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Kon’hle Minister consider the 
desinihility of emph»ying the scr\ ices ot Parliumentarx Secretaries to obtain 
tile inttjrmation available witliiri tin* Secretariat building? 

The Hon’blf Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: It is not possible for 
Purliarneritary SeiTeturie> to gather this information. 

Relief operation conducted by oertain nonH>fnoial organisation. 

•S5t Mr. P. BANERJEE: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Kevenue Department be plea,sed to state — 

(i) wdiether activities of the Diamond Harbour Pelief ('ommittee (a non- 
otticial org^anisation^ (‘onductiiig oi>erutions in the cyclont^afifected 
parts of 24-Pargauas district were obstructed under orders of 
the Subdi visional Officer; 
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(ii) whether pertni.xsion for the Iniate tairying foo.1 an<l drinking water 

was withheld; 

(tit) whether the boatmen were prosecuted ami fined on the ground of 
their l)eiug in the <lenied area, pending renewal of permits applied 
for; 

(ir) whether different relief organisations, viz.. Diamond ITarliour Relief 
Committee, Marwuii Relief Committee and dnna Seva Mandali, 
were ordered to depo.sit rice and other foodstuffs in (he Nurnrat ; 
and 

(r) whether all facilities of work were withdiawn in respect of certain 
organisation that refused to carry out as ordered at (ir) above? 
(h) if the answer to o/) is in the athnnativc, will the Hnn’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the reason thereof, and 

(f?) who i.^ re.sponsible for the orders and obstructions ns referred to 
in ((i)y 

MINISTER in ohirge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Honlile 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjaa): oi) ui. .//>. {,,> ami <m No 

tin) Thi.s jiart of the (question concerns the Ilonie Doj)urtment. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ld.* Munster be 

jtleased to state whctiicr it a ta( t that -exeial (enl}dalMt^ a^ mentioned in 
cjuestion f/i n, tin and <im were -uhnntted t<. ( no ei nnient 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon'lde Mmistei please 
state wliethci he ha** .inswerei] fin*' ‘'N<» fmni ]tersonul knowledge or by 
} 't 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I lone alrea.ly given 
In^ answer to (//) iM. ttn, tr) lUtd i i ami I do nut find an\'t}nng more in the 
file 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: D the Hm. Ide Mjin^tei aware that 
several coniplaiiil'* were Mihnntted to ( io\einnient 'r 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: No 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With leferenee to hii answer lo) '/), 

(/n, (ir) and ^ n, will the Hon ble MMn‘‘fei ph-aM* state if he is aware that 
his ]irede(‘essor in oftiia* actiialK ie<ei\4*d a written eoniplaint from the 
honourable member who put the (pjestioii ami emlorsed by some of us who 
personally went to the pbne and visited and saw tlie SubdiMsional Officer and 
found that <lifticulties were being ereate<l liy him!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am md aware 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With refereijee to his answer </i; itii) 
where he says that this part of the <|iiestioii <on<’enis the Home Department, 
w*ill the Hou’ble Minister please state if the department concerned took the 
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trouble to obtain the information from the Home Department as was the 
practice in the previous Government and supply complete answer thereto? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question, I think, requires looking into. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On the previous occasion when the then 
Hon’ble Mr. P. N. Banerjee replied to questions relating to Midna{)ore, 
some of them related to the Revenue Department and others related to the 
Home Department and the Hon’ble Minister in charge was good enough at 
that time 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: My i)resent question is: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state it, instead of avoiding this part ot the ques- 
tion, he enquired of the Home Department with a view fd supjilying complete 
answer to the (piesti(»n given notice of ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In vi(‘w of this iimliility to obtain 
information from the Home Department, will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of giving a more comjdcte reph at a future date and take 
this as notice? 

Th« Hon»bl# Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERLJEA: I can accept this as 
notice, but the rules ha\e got to l)e seen whether thi.s department can <hi it. 

Alteration of procedure of land registration by the Commiesioner, Rajshahi 

Division. 

•08. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 

of the Ib'venm' Department he pleased to >tate whether it i> a fact that hy 
a circular trom the ('ommi.s.^ionei (d the Uaj'^hahi Di'ision the following 
procedure in Lund Kegnstratjon ca^e has l>e( ome himling in the said Division, 
viz. : — 

(/) for each mauza a separate jH*tition is to he filed if share is not eijual 
in each separate mauza; and 

(ii) in case of inheritance e\er\ heir is to file separate |)etition for 
respective share or shares? 

{h) Doe.s the .same proi tMlure obtain in the other Divisions in Bengal? 

(r't If not, do the (Toveriiuient prop<Kse to follow* the same procedure 
throughout Bengal? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: [a) (m Yes, for Pabna 
only. 

(ji) No. 

(b) and tc) No. 

Mtulvi AZHAR ALI: With releren<*e to answer <i), will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether tliere is an\ .such rule from 
the Board of Revenue specially for the district of Pabna? 
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Hit Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I could uot follow 
him. 

MftUivi AZH AR ALI : The question is whether for each mauza a separate 
petition i.s to he filed if share is not equal in each separate luauza, and the 
answer is “Tes”. My supplementary question is whether there is such a 
rule or any s|>ecial order from the Hoard ot Hevenue that that rule should 
apply only to the district of Pahna?^ 

The Hofi’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not a fact 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: With reterenee K» an*^wer>4 ih) and (c), will the 
Hon’hle Mini>.ter he j)least*d to state whether the same pr(»cedure (detains 
in other distri('ts of Hen^al or thi> separate treatment ^hould he meted out 
in the ('ase of Pahna f>nl\ Y 

The Hoii*bfe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: Sir. the procedure of 
re^^istration is ditterent in difiereiit distrirt.*. 'I’hi^ is heeuuse the unit of 
rejL^istration in tlie exi‘'tin^' Ke^n-'ter D is eitlier nmhitlintn or Mnuzaivan. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: U there an\ oT«ler from the Hoard of Hevenue^ 

The HonTlIe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 liave nothing more 
to add. 

Typhoon devastation in Diamond Harbour subdivision. 

•67. Mr. P, BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 

the Pevenue Department l>e pleased to state — 

(/I whether it is a fait that tlie to-wn <»t the de\:istation caused h\ the 
t\phooii on th«* Hith (U toiler, 1!HV. in the Diamond llarhmir Huh- 
di vision was not puhlished till the ‘Jnd No^emiier ; 

(ti) whether the name ot the Diamond llarlMOir suh(]i\ ision, the actual 
spot of the havo(‘ in the ‘J4-I*arg.inas. was mentioneil in (iov- 
ernmtuit Press-Note; and 

(til) whether an> su^^e\ of the extent of loss of human li\es, cattle, 
(Tojis, et( , was made' 

(h) If the answer to (a) itnt is in the affirmati\e, will the IJou’hlo 
Minister l)e pleased to state the reason for not puhlishing it for general 
iuff*rmatioii ? 

Tht Hon’bl. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) O) arwl (tin Y<« 

(rr» It wa.'i referred to as the southern part of the I^l-Pargana.s district. 

{h) The information was made available to the Press as sfMjn as the 
compiled .survey figures were available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reH •fence to answer '/>), will the 
Horride Minister he pleased to state when and in which particular press 
were these figures actually published ^ 


Tht Hon*blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
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Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to stafe if lie has ^^ot readily in hand what are the latest survey figures of 
the total loss in the Diamond Harbour subdivision referred to in ^the 
(|uesf ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Loss of human lives 
l.'lOO; eatfle 2d,74d; number of huts damaged or destroyed — 25,201 ; damaged 
crop is about Id *82 lakhs of maunds of jiaddy. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why is it that the news of the devastation which occurred 
on the Kith 0<*tober, 1042, was not published until the 2nd November? 
"What was the reason? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
Certificate cases in Pabna district 

•68. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Ron’Me Minister in charge 
of the Itevenue IVpartnient he pleased to lay oti the Taide a statement 
showing — 

{(i) the iiurnher of <’ertificate cases (for the realisation of road, public 
work and education cess i pemling at the close of the year, 1941-42, 
in the district of Pabna; 

ih) the number of such cases filed during the current year uj) to dlst 
.January, 194d; 

(r) the number of cases J(u which sale ])roclamation had to lie issued 
with respect to the — 

( 1 ) i)ending cases, trid 

(2) < uses filnl (luring the current ;vear. up to .'list .Tanuar\, 
194;i: 

{(i) the iiutiiber of ('ascs in which C'-tates -were put to auction, U]i to 
.'list .January, 194.'!; 

(c) the number of cases m which estates Mere eithei sold or money 
realised from certificate debtor" a" the result of the issue of sale 
proc lamation ; 

(/) the number of cases in Mhi< h the estate" (‘ould not be sold for want 
of bidders ; and 

(//) the number ot cases in wliii h money (ouId not l>e realised from the 
('ertificate debtors by any other means? 

The Hon’bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 4.045. 

ih) 4,012. 

(r) (IJ 400 and (2) nil. 

(c/) 400. 

(r) In 51 cases the estates were sold and in 112 cases money was realised 
from the certificate debtors. 

(/) 300. 

I/ 7 ) In 5,049 cases no amount could l>e realised by service of notice under 
section 7 and execution of distress warrants. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With rt*ft*rentv to answers (f)) and ig) 
which show that 4,t’»rj cii-ses were tiled during the current >ear up to Slst 
January, 194d, and in n,(>49 cases no' amount could he relkiiaed by aervice 
of notice un<ler se('tion 7 and execution distress warrants, will the 
Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state if the fiovernineut is oonsiderinf? the 
desirability ot stopping the issue of certificates until better times coma? 

The Hon*bl6 Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ( inulars have been 
issued to i*«sue <'ertificate'« in those case's in which |he\ are jroiujy to be time- 
baried. The^e (‘ases will lie considered <»n their (»wn inetits, so that no undue 
ha^d^h^p ini^jht be created t<* the people 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilondde Minister be pleased 
t4» state if apart fioin tlie l<»i<-e(l iis'‘\h. ,if ccitificates ( io\ ernnient have in 
the past or are at |)re^ent consi<lei iiijr the dc^ii a]iilit\ of takin^^ some other 
action, ijaincl> . avsiimin^r jMiwcis under the Dclcnce ol India Rules to 
susjiend the niischiet that the liiinitatKui Aef is likely to cause and to avoid 
limitations in cases where exenij»tions are likely to lx- allowed!' 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 want notice 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the n<.n ble Minister he 
jileassed to state wlictlier (fo\j‘rnment is considcnnir (he desirululify of 
renew in^- these bonds for a;:Ticnltuial loans instea<l of issuing ci‘rtifi<’ut<‘sJ* 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Realisation of arrear rents and cess in Tippera. 

*69. Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: un Mill the lion'ble Minister 
in cbari.^e of the Re\enue DepartnoMit be pleahed to state — 

(») the i]iiinU*r of < uses in wbi<h do* nisloM* ])r(K ecdin^s ba\e lieen 
adopted to realise arnuir rents arid < esh in the district of Tipjiera 
from April. 194J. tri 2>ifh l ebniuiy. 194d; and 

(r?) whether the garnishee proceedin^rs lune been allowed to realirte 
arrear c ess or both cess an<l arrear rents y 

{!>) Is the Horrble Minister considering the desirability of stojijiinjr the 
^farnisbee ptoi eedin^'s in the distro t of Tij>|>4‘rH <lunn>^ the jiresent Kbiionnal 
situation? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: • /) The garnishee pro. 

cedtire was adopted in resj>e< t <»f ‘Jld certificate*, filed against tlie defaulfinj( 
projuiotors for the realisation of arrear road, publii works and education 
cesses and upon fi09 |;inuf»s c)f tenants of the defaultiiiij projirietors clemand 
notices were issued for arrear cesspu only. 

ih) No. The tenants are iraying* their dues on receipt of demand notice«. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: M’.ll the lion ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fad that the Revenue Department of the 
Government has found that the irarni-hc'c procc*dure is illej^al? 

The Honlile Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of 
that. 
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Mr* DHIREIiDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble MinUier please 
tell U8 the number of tenants included in the 609 groups? 

Tba Hon’bit Mr* TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. I want notice. 

Raoovtry of Agrioultural Loan in Kurigram sulidivision* 

•70. Nazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chiirge of the llevenne Department be pleased to state whether in Kurigram 
subdivision certificates are being issued for the recovery of agricultural loan? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wdiether the Government have ascertained whether the 
agriculturists are in a position to pa\ the loan? 

(c) If the answ’cr to (h) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of suspending the recovery of such loan till the 
present food crisis in the country is over? 

(tJ) Has the Hon ’hie Minister received an> i)etition from the people of 
Ashtamirchar in police-station Chilinari for withholding the certificates ? 

(c) If so, will the Hfurhle Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken on it ? 

Th% Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (o) During the current 
year 2,lo2 certificates have onl\ recently been filed to avoid limitation. The 
old certificates are being executed as this is the harvest time of nu.s paddy. 

(h) Yes. The cultivators are getting more jince by tlie sale of rice and 
paddy owing to incteaHed [irices ,>{ food grains now ruling in the market. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) (’are was taken t(» mitigate haidship in deserving cases where the 
peojile ^\ere in distress, (ertificates were filed onl\ against the wilful 
defaulters and in casi'.s where the <lues W(»uld otherwise be time-barred. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what information lu* has been able to find out that the harvesting 
time of paddy had already begun at the time when the (|uestion was 
aaked? The (pie.stion tmisf have been ask»‘d at lea^t three weeks ago. 

Mr.r8PEAKER: That is an argument Kver\bn(l\ know-, the harvest- 
ing time. That is not a (piestion 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the reply of the Hon’lde Minister 
is imsed on information reeened. I want to kn(»w what i^ the source of the 
Hon’ble Minister’s information at tbe time of reieipt of the question that 
it was harvesting time. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The answer that has 
been given is ha.sed (»ii the report received from a haal ofHier. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to stute which I)i.strict Gfticer referred to which part of the district when he 
Mid that the harvesting "time for aus crop had l>egun at the time when the 
certificate was issued? 
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Mr* SPEAKER: That is much into detail, i do not allow 

the question. 

ElMtioii of PrtiidMit of District Sotiool Boanl» Mymonoingh. 

•Tl. Mtuivi MD. iSRAIL: (a\ Will the Hon’Me Minister in charge of 
the Education Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the date of special meeting for electing of a President of the 
Mymensingh District Scho<d Ihmrd due to he held <ui the ‘21st 
February, PM2. was pi»stponetl tt> a later date; 

(/;) that the notice of postponement wa> seized on man\ memhers after 
the ‘21st Fehruary. im2; and 

(lif) that the dela\ in sending imtices has caused unnecessarv expendi- 
ture to many memhers!*' 

{h) If the answer to is in the atlirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
he pleased to state the reason for postponement <»f the election and the delay 
for passing sucli onier!" 

The Hon'hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (o) (n Yes 

{in No. The notice intimating memher'^ of tlu' postponement and fixing 
the ‘2Hth Fehruar\ . nt42. at TJ noon as the date and time of the me<‘ting was 
issued to all memheis of the District Sclond Hoaid on the loth Ffdiruary, 
and was adilre-srd to them h\ name to their mhlres.s us given l»\ the 
District School Hoard offu'c 
( ni i I)(H*s not arise 

The District Magi>'trate p(»«.tponed the special im'eting to a lat<*r date 
umler orders of (Jovernment There was no dela\ . 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: W ith reference to answer will 
the Ilon’hle Minister he pleaded to stat*- what <auses led the (loNernment to 
Older postponement of the election ti» 2Sih l*Vhruar\ , liM?':' 

The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The orders were given hy the 
late Ministry. 

Appointment of Inepeotor of Smoke Nuieanoos Commietion, BengtI. 

•72. Mr. ABDUL KARIM; (.r) Is the Hon'hle Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and lae.il SelM ro\ei nment Department nwun* — 

(/) that the of Ins[K‘ctor of Stnoke Nuisames in the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisances Service was ad\ertisf‘<l hy the Ptihlic Service (’ommis- 
t*ion, Bengal, in the ('ulruttn Gazette in August last, 194*2; and 
(ii) that it was rcservesl for the Muslim candidates? 

(h) Will the ILiiiTde Minister he pleased to state whether the poet hae 
since been fillesl up hy a Mu.slim? 

(c) If the answer to (hi is in the negative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
b© pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Muslim candidates with requisite minimum qualifi- 
cations who applied for the post; 
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(it) the number of them that were giaduates in Engineering, if any; 

{hi) the reason for the delay in filling up the post by a Muslim; 
iiv) the name of the jierson (»ffi(‘iating in the post ; and 
(< j what is his academic qualification 

id) Do the Government contemi>late to fill up the post by a Muslim 
shortly ? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Maufvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Yes. 
ih) No. 

ir) (i) tfi (hi) Only one Muslim candidate aiqdied for the post. He did 
not poNHcsH the requisite qualification. The l*uhlic Service Commission do 
not agree to furnish further mateiial.s av they aie of opinion that the methods 
adopted by them in making the selectnm should not be open to discussion or 
criticism on the fl(Kn of the House. 

(iv) Mr. D. P. Ganguly. 

iv) A statement is laid on the Table. 

id) Does not arise. 

Sfateinent referred to in itnswer to cl oust (c) iv) of starred question .Vo. 7'J. 

(1) Passed the Junior Cambridge E.xamination with Distinction from 
Victoria European Hoys’ School, Kur.seong, in Pt-U ; 

(2) Passtsl the Senioi ('ambiidgc Examination attaining Iloiiouis stand- 
ard from the same in.stitiitiou in Ibdd; 

(d) Passed the Hoard of Ajipientu e.^hi]) Tiaining Admission Examina- 
tion in First Class ; 

(4) Served as an Apprentice in Mechanical and Electiii'al Engineering 
at Mes.srs. Hum A (’‘ompany, LimiKyl, foi o\ei 4 years. 

(5) Attended the Calcutta Tcihnical S( hno] in Mechanical and Electiical 
Engineering ('oiiise for about 4 \cai> ami jia^-stal the Final Examination in 
Mechanical EngiiuMuing held umlei tlu* Ibsod of Ai)prenticeship; 

((I) Membershij) ot the Jnstituti(m of Engineers (India'); 

(7') Worked as I'oieman in (haii:<‘ at the Hengal Government Sawmill 
for alxmt fl months; 

(8) Worked as Smoke Ob<eivei undto th(‘ Hengal Smoke Nuisance': Com- 
mission for ovei dj \ears and acquiicd < onsideralde kimwledge of Mechanical 
appliances used foi’ the alKitement of smoke. 


Irrigation works in the Rajshahi district. 

•73. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that major 
portion of both aus and anuin paddy crop** was seriously affected for drought 
and arnan paddy was destroyed for exies>ive rainfall and consequent flood 
ppeciolly in low-lying area of the Hajshahi district y 

(b) If so, is the HoiiTde Minister considering the desirability of re- 
excavating tanks and opening uj> existing channels by silt-clearing in the 
district ? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on bMialf of tho Hon^blt Mr. Sarada 
Protanna Pain). {( 2 ) I am iuformeti that some ]H)rtion of the paddy crop 
was damaged hv drought and tfjat the mnan paddy was als(> damaged, hut 
only slightly by untimely rainfall and In fungus. 

(b) Schemes for execution as emergency irrigation project.s were recently 
called for from District lloa!d>. I'he Distric t Hoard of Itajshahi have sub- 
mitted twenty such 8chemt‘N. which ar»‘ now under investigation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With retereme t<) answer will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state winch of tin* 'JD schemes wc>re received 
and b\ winch datey 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Vein recenth 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the ilon'hle Ministei be pleased 
to st;ite if it Is a fa('t that neail\ 4'> sc-ln'iiies of the District Hoard of Hajslialn 
wane under (xuisiderat ion t<u ih** la>i I xears" 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sug^e st lolls were (alh‘d for onl\' a 
few iiioiillis ImcIn and schemes weie ie<ei\ed onl\ ie(entl\ I cannot say 
an\lhniu' <>- leganls ye.n - nn'iitioned h\ Dr. S.mval 

Production of paddy and **Crow more food’’ campaign. 

*74. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: io> Will the ilon'hle Minister in 
charge ot the Agriculture Department U* pleased to )a\ on the Tahlc a state- 
ment showing — 

(//) tlu* estnnativl produi tioij (»1 p.idd\ in maiimls itf (fns \ear; 

) the normal prodiKtmn of padd\ in inannds a \ear; 

(r) the piosjiect ot the nihi crop this >ear in the I'roMiice; and 
{ri} the jiopiilution of liengal a.s re< orded in the last ct-nsUsy 
(A) Is the llori’lde Ministei awaie that the pnxluction id ]nold\ js h•^s 
this \eary 

(c) It the answer to (h) is in th«* affirmati\e. will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleaseil to state the measure the (boernmeiit is cori'.iilenng to take to 
grow ni<*re food**' 

MiNI8TER in charga of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hotain): um (,,) The esti. 

mateil production is dOd.TTl .M<M) maunds of j>add\. 

(/r) The a\erage outturn is ilih7oI,4<Ni rnaunds of paddy. 

(r) It is refiortc^d that tb«*re has l>eeri 4‘onMi<lerahle iruTe>aHe in acreage as 
compared with previou.s \ear The prospects are fairly good. 

(n) 

(h) and (c) Yea. Schemes for wide distrihution of aux and anwn paddy 
aeeiis and also of rnhi aeed.s are already in oj>eration. With a view bring- 
ing new' lands under cultivation steps have also Wn taken to improve irri- 
gation facilities anti for this pur|>ot*i> the District (tffirers have been authorised 
to take up .small irrigation .schemes which will he of practical utility. A 
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ftchera«> for irrigation by means of Persian wheels has also been sanctioned 
bv Government. Propaganda by means of posters, slogans, leaflets, etc., is 
lieing intensified to grow more food. 

I liave to add something. Schemes are being matured for reclamation 
and cultivation of cultivable waste lands, for increasing the area under more 
than one crop, for increasing the yield generally by extensive use of manure 
and depiirtmental improved seeds, and for introducing new rahi crops such 
as wheat, maize and millet and schemes ior increasing the area under rahi 
are also being matured. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view the urgency and the 
necessity <>f getting more fiMnl in the province, is the Government consider- 
ing the desirability ot putting jute lands for paddy cultivation, I mean, 
kinds on which paddy can he giown*;^ 

The Hon'ble lUian Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: As 

a matter of fact jKiddy ha^ already been cultivated this year even on lands 
whicli were license<l tor jut(‘. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: While tiMiig the (piota for jute 
cultiviition is the Government c<>nsi(hning the desirahilitv of netting ap.irt 
those lands <»nly lor jnte cultivation <iii who h notlinijj hut jute can he grown 
and setting tree all othei lan<l> lot paddv cultivation s 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is a matter for the consideration ol the Jute Advisory (’ommittee. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With legard to answers (h) ami uh 
will the Hon’hle Minister he pleas^il to stale the amount of and <7nnin 
p.iddy s^mmU r<*spectively that have been aduallv distributed all ovei llengal? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As regards mis I am not in a iHisiinm to give the figures just now. As 
regards mtnin d lakhs of maunds liave iuM:*n distributeil. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wliether lie is ,iv\ai<‘ ot the ta< t that whih* larjj^e ipiantities of tjui> 
and niiKin padilv seeds were .ivailahle it was due to the negligence ot the 
local officers that seeds were not procured ami distributed ^ 

Th. Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDI^ HOSAIN: 

For mmiti pudilv alone (itJ lakhs was spent as against only 9 kikhs spent 

last year. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My ([uestioii has uot been answered, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot help it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: reih aps the Hon Tile Minister has not 
underst<K>d the (piestion. 

The Hon’ble Khen Bthadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I have understood it. 
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Mr. ATUL KRItHKA CHOSE: Sir, my question is this: WiU the 
Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state whether it was due to the nejfli^rence 
of the officers, althou^^h finant'e was there, although seeds were there, that 
those seeds were not procured and distn!nite<l 

Tht Hofi*bl« Khan Sahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUOOIN HOfAIN: 

Seeds were disfnhuted where (here were no •^eed^. The first consideration 
was ^fiven to those places where seeds were wonting. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Wdi ihe lion'hle Minister he pleased 
to state how niueh money ha'* lapsed ^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Not a single pie. 

Dr. ‘N ALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With ieleren<e i<i answer ia) (//), (tv) 
and (ri, will the lion'hle Minister he pleased to .state which answer relates 
to which year!' In answer it is -tated liiat the estimated jiroduc- 

tion. \iz. d(l {.77 1 ,'hMl maunds lelates to this \e.if Does it mean that it 
lelaies 1 m ihe \eai that has ^'^one" 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN t 

All these fi^ruies refei to the \ear ending' '{Ist Decemliei, IJM'J. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: II that is sm. Iimw does the answer {fi){v) 
}>e<<»nie lelevaiit '' 

Mr. SPEAKER: V on an* aiy-uin^r, l)i San>;il 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: If the reference is to a jiast event, the 
(question of i)ro.spe( t at the moinenl of re[)l\ does not arise 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may he so Y<m (an draw \our own inference. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon'hle Minister l>e pleased U> 
state which answer relates to which >earr' 

Tha Hoif’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

This reter.s to the rtihf < rnp winch of coniHe i^ ot the >ear l!Md. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tin Hon Me Minister he 
pleased to tell us whether tin* (fovenimeiit has received an\ »cheme» from 
the District Officers lor irn^'atum pnrIK»^e.s'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Schemes have been called for. Some schemes have* been executed by i*ome 
of the District Officers and l(s. 10, (KMJ has Wen placed at their disposal for 
small irrijrational projects. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to aiiswern (h) and (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleasetl to .state wMit is the totiil amount 
propo^d to he si>ent for the puriKi^.e of improving/ irrijration facilitiea in 
Bengal 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tliat has not yet Wn settled. 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hoa’bie Minister be pleased to stiite if 
Ooverumeiit have received any reconimeudation with regard to irrigation 
schemes from Sir William Stainpe; and, if so, what action has been taken 
thereon 't 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Discussions and negotiations with Sir William Stampe are going on regard- 
ing irrigation by pumps, run by Dier^el oil engines and electric plants and 
other methods. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the Hon Me Mini>ter 

be {deased to st<ite as to when free distribution of a\i< and ainni\ seeds com- 
menced in h^istern Bengal V 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Distribution had commenced before ue t<M>k ovei the rein> of office with 
regard to on.s paddy see<l>. Ammi seeds ^^eIe di'>tributed alwaut the middle 
of May lust. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleas(Ml to state if an\ and (inuin seeds \wu'e distributed in tlie district 
of Faridjuir I'' 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I think some seeds Mere distnhuted. but 1 ha\e not got the pajiers with me 
to give the exact figure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reterence to ansMer (oioM, 
uamely, that the ivstimated production is million maunds of paddy, will 
tile llon’hle Mini.ster \>e pleased to state what is the actual pro^iuction of 
paddy as against this estimate ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That is the oetual e.stimated proiluction. Frodiuiion is ahva\j, estimated 
and it is never Me ig lied. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state Mhether manure pla\s ;in imjmrtant part in increasing the 
production of crops; and, it so, uhat arrangements Uoyernment liave made 
for the supply of iimnure to the culti\.iturs 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Certainly, manure jilays an imi>ortant part, and (iovernment has declared a 
nuinure week from the 19th of this month when till the cultivators will he 
4iake<1 to dig manure pits and Mill }*e slmM-n boM* it is to he scientifically 
peoserved and how new manures ean he manufactured and this muII g^o on for 
one week and after that the -lute Regulation (tfiicers Mill have instructions 
it> inspect these manure pits and re|H>ri the pn^gress of (sdlec tion i>t manure 
in each nK)uth. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With r<>)r«r(l answer (r). luimelv, 
that there ha> l>een a (H)iisulerahle inrr<vase of acrea^re as <'i)inintre(I with 
previous year, will tlie llon’hle Mini-ster Iw* pleased to h»\ on the Table the 
aetual fi^^ures of a( leajre tar l!m-4‘J and for l?M‘J-4d^ llt‘re the fijrures 
given aie onl\ estimates and mo arfuals. and tt is raiitradhtorv to the 
reply given in a pievioiis session that tlie acreage has fallen 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr San\al. \t»u m*ed not explain: >ou put your 
(jue.stion direit 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

4’he attnal mrcage is imt with im* )ust now. hut last \ ear’s acreage 
1 can gi\e il I gel notni’ Foi this \eai 1 laiiiiot gi\e the actuals which 
are <tiil\ ,in estimati* 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This \ear has heen exjrlained as the 
.\e.ti did II;: list Detcnihef. l!t-}'..\ .md he m not jii^dohl^ tolloMing the 
(|uest Kifi jirojiei l\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is so.n ijuesliori. l)i SanwiP*' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 am trviny' to cleat iiji 'Pfie aimwerM 

to all these (jucstions relate to s,.me \e«iis .m,! ni\ tifst (|uesinni was as to 
uliich iHiilion ol the aIls\^eI i^dates to whnli \eat and lie has s<aid that if 
lelales lo {lie \eai end ng lUt D^Meinher, Then he has taken credit 

that ill s \e<ii s pixisjMMts aie lairl\ gxHxl W ith regard (o tin* jwrrlion 
lehitliiir to rith/ (tops he sa\s it lelets to the eafl\ pait ot lh4d 

Now nn (jUestioii is, what was tlo* .i< l nal ai leay e xd that jrerunl tx) whi<’h 
this <jtiast!on relates (omftared with lh<* immedMteis jne<edin^' vdo ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That ac reage is not a\ailahh‘ witlumt nolne 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'hle Minister aware that in 

this \ei \ iloiise in a pre\ious sessnni lignies weie gM<‘ii showing deterioration 
or de( tease in the aiieage’*' 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

in the pre\ lous \eaii there was pixdKihl\ a <lecrea»e hut this is the e.slimale 
tor the j) re sent year. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the raht croji estimate rannot he 
made now 

Mr. SPEAKER: J undersiand that \ou are not siiti.sfied with the answer 
given and .vou think that lie is not capable of understanding your (jueMfion. 
But that doe.s not give you ari\ right t-o discuss the fjuestion here and to 
explain times without nuiriber the .same tiling over and over again. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN BINHA: W^iil the Hon'ble Mininter t>e 
pleased to give the names of districts where i'ersiaii Wheel Irrigation iKheme 
bins been introduced 
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Th« Hon'bl* Khan Bahadur BAIYEO MUAZZAMUODIN HOBAIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ’hie Minister cxjusider 
<be (le.sirahility of eonstnicting fences under section 13 of the Water- 
hyacinth Act!" 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, it is hein^^ wnsideied. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Supply of soedi of paddy in Jamalpur subdivision. 

30. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): u/i Is the Hon’hle 
Minister in char^^* ot the Ag’riciilture Dejiartnient aware — 

(0 of the scarcity of seeds of and (umiu |ia<ldy in the thanas of 
Sherjjur, Nalitahari and Nakhla of -lainalpui 'iulKlivi^ion in 
Mymensingh district ; and 

(ii) of the fact that it is now hiph tune tor sowiiifr paddy in low lands? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the attii mative. will the Hon'ble Minister 
he pleased to state what >tej>s he ha> taken oi intends to fake to supply 
sufficient seeds of (lus and <niuni padd_\ in the aforesaid area ininic(liatel\ ? 

Tho Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

{(i) No; hut tliere is dmnand for padd\ see<l on ham due to hi^di prices in 
the Jamalpur subdivision as well us iii other suhdi\ ision'^ »)t the Mymensinj^^h 
district. There is no scarcity of seed in the area. 

ih) Arran^<'inent has lieen made to purchase and distiihute about l.OOt) 
nuiunds to the needy cultivators of thi> subdivision. It is cuntenipluted to 
distribute tumin paddy seed also iluriuj^ the ensuing: season. laist year about 
5,00t) maunds were distributed in this subdivision. 


Uniformity of urolghts in the Nilphamarj subdivision. 

32. Mr, K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 
eharve of the (Vmimerce, Labour and Industries Department aware that two 
kinds of weights, namely SO and 00 tolas per seer, are used in shops, baiars, 
ete., in the suhdi visional town of Nilphamari in the district of Rangpur? 

{h) Tf M*. is the Hon’ble Minister (onsideniij; the desirability of intro- 
ducinpf standard weight in a j»artieular locality for the benefit of the public? 

Tho HonM^o Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIH: (n) Yes. 

(,6) The member is referred to the re[>ly given to starred question No. 11 
on the 5th July, 1943. 
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RtprwtnUtion from Wtrdort ami ^amadtrs of Bongal Jails* 

33. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (/i) Will the IXouhle Minister iu 
charge of the Home Department la* plea^e^l to state whetlier it is a fact that 
the Wanler> ami .Iamailai> of maii\ of the lien^ml Jails have s^ihinitted 
representations to the (iovernmeut for ^runtinp them — 

(M in (Tease in pay; 

I /M dearness allowance; ami 
(///) leav»* and lea\e allow aiii'e^ ^ 

(in If the answei to (oi js m (he atiii mat na*. will tie* flon'hle Minister 
h<‘ pleased to state what a< tion. it an\. has been taken in (he matter!^ 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): <0 i Yes (Theie aie no “Jamadais" m jails, 

jMohaps th<‘ lionourahle ineinhei means he.id-w.itders i 

{fn A siipjdenientai \ deainoss .dhtwanee and an tMioM ^'(‘nc\ areas honiis 
hav(‘ heon sanetioneil A t r.ni).reinent s haxe aUo heen made w hereh\ warders 
W’lll la* sn]>pli«*d with hasic latiotis tiom (io>rrninent stork at leasonahle 
pri(‘es 'J’he (juesthni ol i,*ianlin^ Inifher ronressHnis is nndei mv 
eonsideration 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'lde ihr (’hiet Minister he 

j)le<ised to state wh.it strjis ha\<* heen t.ikeii sm tai in le^mid !<► the |M*ti(uMis 
lereived trotn t he eiii}do\ ees letened to in <jm*Hiio!i toi and how loii^ simihir 
jira.Neis tioin thes»* ptMiplr ha\*' heen under the ( onsideral mn ot ( inver nment I' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: N!a> I ieie> the Inoiouralde 

nienihei i<* m\ aii^w ei t(» \h)‘r 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the ilon'hle Mmistei he 

pleased t(t st;ite what is the maxiiiniiii pa\ ot heail wardets ,»nd what is the 
price clKirf^'‘ed ioi me of aft^i supplied to them!'' 

Tho Hon'bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tliere are two (luestiontf, 
and to wliich am I to rej>l\ fiist'" 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Wh.t is the maximum iki_\ of head 

warders ‘r 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ii'k tor iiolKp. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: What i. ilx^ valn« charfred Jor 
no? ami ultn supplieil to iliciii'' 

The Hon'bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: At (Sint rolled rates. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llondde Minister he 
pleased to state if an\ s»eps h.i\e heen taken to temed> their comjdaintM 
re^ardiii}^ leave as uUo lea\e allowam e S r. this fjue‘»tion lias not l>een 
properh answered. 


Tho Hofi’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: f ask for notice 
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Mr, J0CC8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In view of frequent reports of 
nssnuli^ in jails, is the Ilonlile Minister cxinsidering the desirdhility of 
keeping'’ Ihfse Wii/der.s and jainadflrs satisfied so that the sufferiii^'-.s of the 
unfortmiafe prisoners ini^hl not inereaser' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do n<>t accept the assumption 
of llie hononrahle meinhei that there tiave Ireen frerjiient assiiult;-. : I think 
that IS witli-oui foundation. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that some eiHpiirie> had 
t-o he directeil ri'j^ardin;^ the assmilts on pn^niers in the l*residencv Jail 
whi( h t<M)k f)lace in April last Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I (dijeited to frequent 

assaults 

Special Motion. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mi. Speakei. Sn. within the time 
allotted to m> share it is mit possible tor me to descrihe tull> the ^hH>my 
[iictuie that has o\erl 4 iken the couiitrvside toda> So, I shall <ali^t> myself 
hy j^nsirif^ .\ou a partial jrictuie. Hetoie 1 started tor (’alcutta after the food 
drive Irad heiMi under takmi l>\ the pres4*nl Ministi\ 1 had seen that tliei’e was 
a laiye inttux of he^^^^mis to the toun li«om the count i\ side and sj)ecKill\ 
from the suhdivision ot .Nilphamari whuh is within the district ot Ran^»'[)ur 
The st<ate ot affairs that 1 had seen was that at inttht thousands <d he;i‘^Mt's 
without any sludtet used to lie down (ui lioth sides of the station r-tKid here 
and thiue in the town an<l also on the statum plaltoim ,ind dtMitli was alreadv 
he^inniri}; to take its t<dl t >nl.\ two da\s a^io 1 ha\e leiened a letiei' from 
home to the eflei t that dail\ 10 or TJ petMUis, mosiI\ he^'’}^»'ars, ate d>in^ ot 
<*hidera and the munici|»alit \ has torhi<lden tlie use of unfiltered w’ater 
Another memhm ot the same (■onstitmun \ , Mr Na^jendra Nath Mahalanahis 
of the I’ppei House, iecei\ed a letter to the effei I that uj) to thi.s time alM)Ut 
‘JtlO la"t 4 ‘^'‘ars ha\e died and iludeia has heiome so much virulent hy this 
firm* that some ])iM)ple of the (own are >.toin).i out oi *l That is a .state of 
affairs wliK h is, I Hunk. on!\ the heirinninc . we do not know what will he 
the end duiitif^ the coming ti\e <ii six months 

Sir. m\ siii)m isNjMii ihioucli \ou to tlie House is that tlmuii^h this stat^ 
ot ahairs i.s dm* to a var ietx ot reasons ami l.otois, \et tire ai lions ami 
misconceived actions of the present Ministry are mainly ami ^^reatly respon- 
sihle for accelerat in>r the j»a<’»* Frist ot all. Sir. I slomlil mention that b\ 
the statement of the Hon'hle the Food Minister that there is no deficiency 
of food in Hen^al the peiqdt* ot Heiiy»^al were lirlleil into a sense of false 
seurity. The result had been that the people ot Hen^^al beinj: led to this 
fahse .sense of .security diet not tr\ to cimserve foml, as they r ould have done 
had there lH*en a warning; by the (huernment and the true picture had been 
given to them. The second baiietul effect ot the statement had been that 
peo)de who would Inne tried to gi*ow' more tood — though it was the clear 
duty of Government and it wus the professed duty of (Government to strive 
every nerve to grow more food this \ear — by this false sen-se of security had 
not done w'hat could have been done though the l»est three montb.s have been 
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lost. Tlie tran'*})lantatioii •a^asoit has already l>efj:iin and it is useless now 
to talk ot “grow more fond” htsaus** there is no scope tor it. (Cultivators 
cannot derive an\ hemdit h\ an\ “^mow more food * campai^^n that may he 
undertaken hy tfoveriiment today 

Sir, the next jioint which I want to place hefore the House is tliat it is 
my deej) >uspicion that the (iovernment is not yet decidt‘d in its mind as to 
the true fij^ure ot our demand ami suppl\ which the main thing that should 
regulate cnir actions in striving our best to ^ave the prccvince from this great 
disaster. There are reasons hcdiind it and a^* I had s<unt‘ opportunity to look 
into the department onl\ curs<»ril\ I know that ilnoe is som(‘ juggler\ of 
figures whicli is mainl\ H'sponsihh* tor this umertaint\ so fiir as supply is 
concerned. .\ow. it can he .said that \toi ha\e no indecision in ycoir mind 
hecause the* *^llppllc*s tioni outside haMng hecui stopj»ed it is onl\ the Direc tor 
of Agriculture s report winch i-, our only asset c'ouplcMl with what wt* muv get 
troin (cthei sister pro\ince> or <*ven ticuu outside through the inc*rr\ of the* 
(iovernment ot Inclia. liut as ic'gaicL the d<‘iiuiiici there is inih*cisi(»n so far 
as m\ susjiieion g<ics T'hcuc* are three s<*ts of figures. First of all the 

Marketing Dc'pait ment of tiic‘ (io\einm(‘nt of India IcdU us that Ih^ngal’s 
prr ni/Hfo annual ctuisumpiion is .{U lie It we calculate* on that figure* the 
annual < onsuinpl loii ol licMigal tc*r (»0.! uiilhotis of peojdc* c (umc*s up tcc 
lakhs ((j toils A(C(tiding^ to the Director of Agr ic iiltuic's rc*jM>rt the* annual 
produiiion ot Bengal j.rc\iou- t<i I!t4l wa- S.'»r» lakh l..iis At that time we 
did not worr\ \er\ much h»*( «cuse roc* and pacld\ used to come Iroiii all over 
the iic'igh hou n ng" juoxiioc*-. and tiom Burma m sutlicieiit cju. 4 iilit\ amt the* 
dejiaitmc'iit jKuhaj>s dnl mu think it worth while* to woiis alioul it and in a 
false sei)sf‘ of (oiiiplaccMox they <oncluclc‘d that expoit .iiici imjiorl lieing 
ecjual So.) lakiis of tons, whicii i^ the* avertigc* annual piodme ol Bc*ngal, is 
also the* real deiiiaml of Bc-ngal 1 suhmit. Sir. that is not the* case Had if 
hec*n ■s(t then wc* would not lia\c‘ hecuc lacol with sm ii a calamilous stafe of 
things toda> . So it was com luclc*d that S-h •’> lakhs of tons is the* ic*al con- 
vsumjition ot Bengal am! that the* //cr (fijnt/i c'on^umpt ion is not dH He., hut 
it must he witliin khSd to dHd Ihs |M*r \c‘ar The* calamity began when in the 
\ear DMJ thc*re was a large* ch*manel of rice* fmm other epiuitc'is and Bengal 
w’as orde-red to give as much as it c(MiI< 1 In the \car Bttl iheie* wan h 
humjier c roj) and the* Director ol Agi ic nil uie*‘s figure* is that th«* jcrodmtmn 
wa*» fM) lakhs ot ions. So tfie ( fove*rnme*nf of India n.iturally eomlude*d lic»m 
that figure tliat tliere a large* carry c»vc*i to the* exte'iit c»f 14 to 1 .’i laklis of 
tem.s in the* year BM2. That la'ing- the ease they insi^te-d that Be*ngal must 
supply Mauritius, ('ey Ion and other places m the Middle Fast aricj we haci (o 
comjily with that because \\v liad practically im ofhcT figure My siihmissjon, 
Sir, is, had the* Hon’hle Minister takc*n pains to look into the- anhive*s of the 
AN riters Buildings he would have fa^en satisfied at ome that Bc*ngal is a 
deficit province and he xxoiild })a\e rake*n all soit-.! of pre*c'aiilions and would 
have also warned the jieicjdc* of Bengal to ccoiscrve what little* they had 
already got. 

The next thing that I yyant to place ladore tlie House is that hy this food 
drive which had been undertaken by this Ministry of lale they created 
disaster in the minds of the people jisychologn ally. First of all, the 
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Miiiintry had allot ted 10 rhattaeks for a working? adult. You can very well 
that thin is too iiwufficient a (juota. By that allotment the 
j»oor agrifulturiHts were thunder-struck, they were outwitted as to how it was 
j»ossil)Ie for them to he en^^a^^ed in ^^row more f(M>d with the ration allotted 
to them. The\ are a.skin^, “how can we ‘grow more food’ w'ith such small 
ration and even if we ^row' more food wliat is the utility if we oiir.selves are 
j>o<jrl> fed and we cannot feed our de])endaiit.s.” So psychologically it has 
done a ^^neat harm to the countryside aiul to the a^-riculturi-st.s. I would 
ajipeal to the Hon’lile Ministei that he should he jiractical so far as the 
agriculturists are conrerned. rulers that miscom eption can be removed from 
the minds of the agricult uiu^ts 1 think no amount of jilanning in Writers’ 
Buildings will help this country. 

With these words, Sir, I hoja* that the ll(»n‘l)le Minister will take realities 
into considerat ion . 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mi Speaker, Sir. the deliate on the foial 
(piestion lliat is heing continued now is one of the nio'.l imjvortant events in 
the hist-oFN ot this countiN In fact, as it affects the li\es of the millions 
of our count i \ men, it is the one all-ahsoi bin;L’ findihuii of tin* da} and there 
must he a solution of the f<M)<l pisdilein, otherwise Bengal will he phn e<l in a 
position wheie slaisation would not onl\ stalk the him] hut millions would 
die of hungei'. Sir, I will not entiu into tlie historv as to how tlie present 
Ministr\ caiin' to power h\ the mercy not of I'lovideiice but of Sir J(din 
Herbert I will onl} tr\ to i>oint out to this House how this Ministry 
Npecialls in> friend the K<><mI Ministei has not onl\ bungled the whole food 
.situation whiih has ahead} assnined a serious pro{>oition. hut he has pkiced 
the whole countt} in tfie woist situation tliat one could imagine Before I 
speak alwuit the pn'sent f<M)d situation. I would like to de.il with the sjieech 
of .Mr Salieed Sulirawanh whicli he de)i\»*red on the oi casion of the sptMuai 
motion on the Btth Maiah. dunng- the Budget Session Sir. as }ou 

know, Mr. S Suhi'award} used t(> iiiticise the jmsI Ministrx m*t only 
weverel} . hut he stro\e to hit it below tfie Udt In order to make the 
j>ositioii cliMr and in 4»rdei to a< <juaint the House with the pr\)per state of 
things as it st^Kxl before the present Ministt} (ame to irower. 1 shall (jiiote 
a few jKissii^res 4)f ln.s spee< h winch fie flelivered Speaking alM>ut the fiHxl 
(piestion, he said, “W(‘ do not wish to deal with this juofdem as a {Kirty 
question. The matter is t<s> im|M>rtant. too giaNe, too fundamental to l>e 
made a plax thing 4>f part} jM>liti(s “ Sir, I am at <»ne with liim and I 

entii'el} agree with him But what has he done todax " Is not the pre.sent 

Ministrx exactlx reverse ot what In* had stnteil thenr* Noxv. Sir. again fie 
»t»}s, “the pnrhlem xvith which xve are faced is iH>t merely the prohlem of 
('alcutUi. Alread} famine ('ornlitioiis are appearing in tlie rurxil ai'eas. I 
have just come from a lour of Nmikhali distri<t Paddx is sellings at Rs. Hi 
per imiund and rice at Rs |o. in S^indwip it is R>. 18 per maund and even 
at that is not availafile. This is tfie end of IMialgoitn The murmurs are 
ginming lu v<dume. the pe(»ple haxe hegun to starve; what will happen U» 
them in dai.stha and Ashar the nH)st diflicult months of the year for the 
agriculturist.s, fle«nven alone kiH>w's ” Now, ,Sir. judge for yourself, what 

is the position Ualu} . I shall make my oommenls at the end. I would now 
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only ([iiote. He jr<>€*s on “I cannot see. Sir, what possible odvantofre 
Ooverniuent has ^^aiiied by announcin;; that there was a shortap* of 2d per 
cent, ill this crop, without havinjr taken steps t<» relieve tluit shortujre.” 

S<»..Mr. S. Suhrawardy foim<I fault with the past (}o\eninient for ileclarin^ 
the pioviiKe to he short of rue h\ Jd per rent lie went on. “The ftxxl 
problem is one ot the ma)or problems <»| l-«Mla\ It atlects ever\one of us. 
It aft<*( is j)rimaril\ the {xhu ami tlie masses w hos»‘ inttiesls must always be 
paramount, tar hi^^liet than an\ othei considenition Let us in considering? 
this pndilem not he inHiiemed by politnal sentiments but th» «»ur duty by the 
peojjle and thrnw out a (foseinment tliat ha-s proved itstdf thoroujfhly 
imapahle <d liandliii^'' tlie situatum ami jilaee, if wi* <an. the interests of the 
people alxt\a» out <iw n peis<mal and jaditMal inteiests and then let us sit 
to}.»et her and tai kle tiie prohlem under a derent regime wedded to the welfare 
ot 1 he masses 

Now. Sir, this spee( li u.ts drduered on the lOtli Manh t >11 the 2oth 
Ajiiil. tlie juesent Miiiistr\ was installed in oHit e lmmeiliatel\ on the 
assumj)!ion ot otto e .Mr Suhiawaids made a numlui n\ statements, the 
hiiiden <»t w lin h w.is that th<i*e w,rs no shoitajji' ot nee in this piovmce, 
and th.it .ill "111 tioiihles were due to ho.irdeis and bho k-marketer,s and that 
be would puisue a leleiitless ,nid lulhh'ss |Mdu \ to htin^'' down tlu* pnees in 
no time t>ii the 4th <d .Ma\. a Lress-mPf was issued h\ the (’ivil Supplies 
Dei •aiimeiil whiili said .tmoii^-si other ihiim’’'', The 11 on’hle MiiMsler of 
( i\il Siijiplies Is ot <ipinion itiat tin* prn 4*s n<»w pn*vailiu|,» ate purelv 
s]M*('u!atne and hr.tr no rrlalion to rral sim k position, riir lion’hle 
Miiiistri Is <on\inred that .tn\ drli< it this \e.ii ran he tull\ iiui Irom the 
<Mn\-o\eT <d Itt4l-4’J (top. iind as a result <d steps whnli arr* heinj? taken 
to rationalise r oiisumpt ion .iiid t<» [Mipulatise the im HMsed use of suhstitute 
tiM»iLyi.i!ns. as Well .is the rrdinlioii in ronsiimption riue to the hi>?h piire 
le\el 'I’he piildu tiia\ tlieietore test assurerl that then- is ni) rause to tear 
nnv ult!tnat<‘ short, „,t l<MMi-oTains ” On Ma\ H, lie s|M)ke at a l*re!s,s 
(’onleieme and lehulted tlie j)ie\alent idea that eXlKiits and the ilenial |Mdi{\\ 

<d tlie last \eai weir lesjMiijsihle t<u the situation and addtul that thes(‘ 
tarlois weie exMM'diUi.' 1 \ nn imjMirta nt and }ia\e no relation to the ntork 
positKui as it ieall\ was. 'I'hen on Ma\ 17th, he sjKike a^min at n puhlit 
meeting:. He said. *‘t>ne teatrire ot the last Ministrv's t^>od jxdir.s was their 
iiiHistenre on shorta^»-e and tlie (*m oura^rement jfi\en to h<»ar<leT.M ami hlar k- 
luarketeis. There m no nee«l t<u pane Kxports are nil. the imjxirts from 
the (Tovernment ot India are ronsnh^rahle. Arm\ rerjUirementM a< count for 
a very small amount ot me, the nuinl>er ot evar nees m not siuh as ran rutuse 
any dishxmtion ; whatever the trarle ma\ do. the prn e must tall. To llKise 
who keep on hoanlln^^ 1 ^rive a word ot warnin;; and Ui you a me.sHatfp of hope 
that it Will not lx* lonp lietore the price will crack." k^arly in June, the 
anti-lKuirdin^^ drive be^^an which embrareil the wh<de province and exempted 
Calcutta and Howrah, the two very iiiqmrlanl areas What w'as the motive 
behiucl this drive ^ The as.suinptioii wan that ttiere was «uflicient rice in the 

province and that only tlie uiieartlnnjr ot the hoarded stock.s w'ould asHure 

the people of this province ot sufficient supply ot rue. The nlo^an of the 

dnve was ‘ Don’t jjrrind the faces of the pcxir." Ttierehy he meant that it 
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waH the belief of the Oo vein merit tJiat it wan the only unsocial activities of 
the hoarrlers that were responsible for the prevailing? acut^ distress, that 
stocks were just sufficient to meet the demand and all that was needed was 
to (hem by an energetic and ruthless camiiaign, the procedure of 

which couhl never be imagined by any man of common sense. I don’t deny, 
Sir, that there is no necessity of stock-taking. In fact the last Government 
of wliich I had the honour to be a member, tried to do its best to have a 
s(o<;k-(aking thixnighout the province, but not in tlie manner in which the 
pre.sent Ministry has done it. Put that was never allowed by the 
olistructionist policy of the Governor and the officials who dominated the 
Civil Supplies Department then. 

The food dri\e iiegan on the 7th ot .June and ended on the 20th ot June. 
Subseituently he made anotlier speech in the Rotary Club. I don’t know in 
wbat m<H)d be wa.s then. He said, “He is no longer in a numd to dispute 
the existence ot shortage in the ^uppl\ id rice whatever its magnitude may 
he.” Then he began to speak of Inaccinacv in the census <d f<M)d jio^ilion. 
Some amount of inaccura<\ is iiie\itable, but its significame should not be 
exaggei^ateil It .shoue<l that he \\;i> lealising that inste<id of shitting the 
resjxmsihil it \ ot H»Iviiig the t(H)d jiroliltMii on the people, the ( r<>vernm(*nt 
should take ujion itself the resimnsibilit \ of s<d\ing the |»roblenj Then he 
announced a new method also; instead of coiitKdled sho])v he will f»{>en 400 
shops on behalf id the Government in the ci(.\ its<dt and 400 in the '.^lburh^: 
ill all 800 shops to bi‘ ojieiied h\ (ioveiniiient that these Government shops 
will rejilace the c<mtrolled shop*, that aie at present tunctioniiig. He 
invented aiiothei new thing. H(‘ said in the Rntar.v Club speech — “it free 
trade (in the MasPon /one) was allowed full pla> , it would have brought 
4ibout a belter distribution oi OkmI stocks and solved the bnid problem.” 
Mr. Suhraw4ird\ forgets Ibat a lenibb* wai i" i aging and the province is 
affected, and with the shortage ot suj>plv . the ditficulties of tixinsjvoi t . free 
trade, ot which he is the staunch ailv^ieate. ha'« no meaning and «:iii never 
etfectivelv vidve the IikmI pix)bleni. 'I'here is anothei’ verv great inijxutant 
thing which Mr. Snhrawardv found out that the jiieserit tinid situation and 
its comple.xit ies and the talk ot supply trom si^tei provinces must have given 
a rude shock to those who visuali.se India a" an eiititv. 1 oiinnot understand 
how Mr. Suhrawnrdy who at beli<>\«r in Paki'-tan, eould have the aiidaeitv 
to go 4»nd knock at the gates ..t tin* nindusthaii Miiiistnes, I mean the 
provinces of Hihar jind Griss,a. 

Now. Sir, I have given all these cjiiotations from Mr. Suhraw'ard v .s 
speeches before be became Mim.^ter and after bis a-'sumption ot office, only 
to show the absurditv oi his po^ition. ot liis views and of his feelings about 
the people ot the country, if any. Let me nov»- try for a few minutes to 
des<‘ribe the motives ot the last aiiti-lmarding drive. Mr. Suhrawurdy, as 
1 have pointed out, was of the view that people in mufassil had hoards, 
and therefore he wanted to liuut up these hoards. As 1 have alreadv stated, 
I am personally in favour of .stm*k taking st» lar as food-grains are eoueerued, 
but (he manner in whieh the drive was conducted and the method whieh was 
adopted to unearth the hoards were not onlv c riminal but it showed utter 
luck of knowledge of the position ot the Bengal euitivators, and their 
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difficulties. Sir. I am charging the Ministry with having* conspired with 
British Imperiali*im to follow the dictates of the white masters. Mr. Amerv 
crie<l from hitehull “there is ample food in the country; it is only 
hoarders who are responsihle for the present food position in Bengal'’. 
Delhi also e( hoeil same MMitiment. Sir .lidin Herbert installed iSir Narim- 
uddin in p(»wer aitd Mr Suhia\\ard\ luHame Food Minister. The drive 
went on to fin<l out hoard'' What was th»* cah'ulationy The basis of 
(‘ub'iilation was that an atlult male should have 7A (‘hittacks of rice for *24 
hours — no ration tor ('hildren up to 4 years of age so that after the ('alcvila- 
tit>n is made, it might be Nh(»wn that there is no shortage But let us look 
to the actual position ot a villager. An ordinar\ peasant ordinarily takes 
three no'als a da\ and would take halt a s««cr (►( i ieo for t'uch of tin* two 
major mt‘als~ inidda\ ami night meals and -1 ehittaeks early in the morning, 
before he goes (nil to w oi k in the fields This will make a total <»f at least 
1] stH'rs a da\ In that place, the btaal Ministei calculated on tin* basis 
ot ehittaeks j)ei head pel d,i\ Sir. I ti*cl vci \ strongU on thiis parti- 

lular i-'sm* I sa\ . Sii, emphatiealK that this was onl\ a deviee or a 
cloak t(t shift ihe losp.iiiNilolitv ,01 the people in the statement W'hii’h 
r Suhi.iwardx pho ed hetore the lloiisr the othfM da\ he staled, “Tlu* 
diivt* h.is ai liievcd om- gie.it thing It has n*stored eonfidiMiee aniongsi 
the p<MU and has <lii\en the p.inn to the minds of the hoarders I'rankly 
Spc.iking. I am g-Teath S.itishcfl with tlie lesult The heait of the people 
Js sound and I hope 1 'liall he paidoiicd t<o saving so | joe! th.it it beats 
with It" I say. Sit. .\f f ^uhi.iwardv teels that the h«*art id the people 
is sound and lh.it the he.iit beats with him But that was beeaiise ln‘ do(*s 
not know then hearts; a man who has not the eonimon sense, the ordinary 
Jii toi m.it ion what an ordinal v eultivatot lakes everv dav, ean nevei truly 
gauge the situation that h** has ereated hv liis anti-hoarding dnve. 

In anotln't jdaee he lots stated, “'I’heie were two major factors that we 
have to rleal with one, the panic hroiight about liv tlie iiismtem** on 
shortage and the other, the greed hiought about h\ speculative rise 111 
pi ires Sir. m.iv I s;i\ tiiat Mr Suhrawardv * as « reated parin’ in tin* 
minds <d the [e-ojih* by his anti-houid campaign Ihe ordinarv peasanlK 
had iio hoard. It mig'ht la* that some log jotihn^ <0 sjone hig^ agriculturists 
or some traders might h.ive some hoar<l-, hut as then* was n(» bar to Calcutta 
firms making tree punliai-es ot foodstufls in the inufassd, whutevi’r rice 
could he h.nl w.is iiaiisjeired to Cah iitta as Cahiltta was eveluded from 
the operatnm of the drive. Sir. 1 niav tell \ou that this House, arnl 1 
belii'Ve the niajontv of the nn*mlH'rs <»t (his Houso who come Irom the far 
oft villages of Bengal, realise that then* has lM*en a panic created amongst 
the peasants of this unfortunale land to su< h an ♦‘Nt4*nt that tln*\ (»n* even 
expressing lelintaiiee to grow more tood h»*eause thev realise that evi'ii if 
they grow more food that food will la* takiri awav from ttiem on the basis 
of eah’ulation at ih ehittai’k' per In-ad per <la\, wliieh is not onlv dangerou.s 
but deceptive and erinniial. W’iiv slooijfi they then uinlergo the hardships 
and difficulties of eultivating then lands to grow more food? Uecently, 
Sir, 1 i^rtUell H cireiilar ein|uiriiig about the result.s (he drive as Secretary 
of the Nikhil Bangu Krinhak J^roja Samil\, about l.(jMH) in uuiulrer, to the 
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different d.etrnt, of Bengal. I hare received in reply a large number of 
.orrenpondenre ,n wln.-h they have stated inter „ha that those who started 
this ant.-hoard ,lr.ve ..ampaign possibly have no heart, possibly they have 
no knowledge of the position of the cultivators of Bengal, otherwise they 
would not have eal.-ulated on the basis of 7* ihittaeks per head pe' day' 
Ihey have expressed their horror as the Government would seiae the crop 
and wily Hnould they more food. ^ 

My Mr Suhrawardy, while speaking on the food situation in 

the nimith of thaitra, apprehended inas^ starvation in Ashar. May I ask 
him, this iH the end of Ashar, what will happen to the people of ‘Bengal 
when the pnee ot nee is ruling between Us. :i:, and 4(1 > He apprehended 
mass starvation when the priee was ruling between lU 14 and lU 15 and 
today after be has sueeesHfullx driven out whatever riee the a^^rieuUurists 
Ignorant as they are, kept for the eonHiim]>tion of the family and of the 
a oiirers whom they would empbty for agricultural juirposes, after all those 
etoeks have been taken away from them, what is ^.oinj, to happen to these 
HKneuIturist.s, who have nothing with them jiraetieallv at the present 
moment V Mr. Suhrawardy fouml fault with the last Ministry for deelar- 
inR sliortuKe ()f nee in Helical and ereatin^r panic by that. May 1 erKiuire 
Mhat sort of panic he has created by his anti-hoarding^ eampai#;n!^ The 
situation IS certainly abnormal and for a one-partx Ministry to try to solve 
that problem is a vain hope Mr. Fazlul lliu, alwavs ^ai.l that he was 
certainly in favour, if necessarx , of an all-part , n Government in the province 
H(» that all the major pndilems nn>ht be sucfcssfully ta(-kled Undue 
advantaKe was taken of this view and this Ministrx was ' installed in power 
with the result that in jilace of juice ruling between J(s. 1.5 and Bs. lM) 
dunn^r the regime of the last Ministrx. the price of rice is ruliiiK between 
Bs. ;i.5 and Bs. 40 jier maund today. What a shame and utter barefaced- 
ness of the jmsilion of the Mii.istrx which sits tijrht in the Treasury Bench! 
Sir, It is not for me to ^ive this Ministrx an\ formula to solve this' problem. 
This Ministry never wanted our <-o-oi>eration. The way in which we were 
treated - we were asked to particijiate in one or two conferences— was 
nothiiiK short of a scandal. After Mr Suhrawardy had already issued 
instructions about his aiiti-hoardinj? drive, he jilaced before us his printed 
leaflets. 


As I know the jiresent jmsition, jieople are d> in^r of starvation, jieople 
have been reduced to skeletons and the m<»re seriou-^ situation is that paddy 
seeds whiidi the cultivators had, have all been eaten up and if within a 
very short time, rice is not sujiidied in larjre quantities to the mufasail 
areas, because those areas have been ilenuded of ri(‘e on account of the 
drive and the drive only — there will not only lie mass starvation and deaths, 
but chaos, disorders, riots, plunder and loot and all sorts of thingrs that I 
cannot visualise with equanimity. Sir, as 1 have said, there was a motive 
behind the whole drive. Even stcwk taking? which was the intention of 
the drive could not be taken as the peojile ffrew panicky. If a declaration 
had been made that it was the Government's intention to only take stock 
of the f(K>d-jf rains and that it was not the iutentirm to seise any g^rain that 
would be in ext'ess of actual requireinenbi, I am absolutely certain that 
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there could have been a real stwk taking. Sir, the (Government took a 
great responsibility in declaring that TJ (‘hittucks was sufficient for an 
average adult in Bengal who either cultiyates in the fields or works in 
factories. This may be the (‘a^e with those who fill their ladlies with bread, 
butter and all kinds (d meat whe^ther i|ue*itiimable or (dherwise. But this 
could never be true tor those who only take ri<‘e ami (hiL 1 am not in the 
habit of treating these things hghtl\. The Krishak Proja Parliamentary 
Party <*f which I hai^pen to be the leader and the Nikhil Banga Krishak 
Samity whi<*h workN in the countryside stand f(»r the cause (»f the peasants 
of this country. The p<dic\ of the pres^uit Ministry in making this drive 
has done not onl\ grave njjustice btit a ermd wnuig to the p<*nsunts of this 
country. 

Sir . I am nt»t in tlie habit »d throwing «un i halleiiges, but 1 am here 
standing l>eiore this Houst* m all sen«»usm‘ss on liehalf of the starving 
millions of peasants of the eountr\ and I throw out this <hullenge to the 
Food Miiiiste! and the Pliiet Minister that 7.} ehittarks is not the basis of 
the ( ulculation . Pet tlieie be a plebiscite of tilt* jifttple taken tt» know wliai 
is the real truth 

Sir. btdore 1 Mt down I will speak a lew wt»rds about Mr. Suhrawardy's 
activities. Mr Snhrawardv li.i-' deelaretl that he is >a1islit‘d with tin* result 
of this diive, 1 sa\ , as I have alieath repeatetl before, tin* tirive has b(M*n 
a failure Tiie dnv<* lias (Teatt‘d a panic in tiie niintls ttf the p<*ople. It 
has Hot even .sue< t-eded in ai tna! stock-taking as was <lt‘sired by tlie Food 
Mililstel 

Sii. lit'tore I com hide 1 express the same sentiment which Mr. Suhru- 
waidv tlid ill the com Imiing jnution t»f his speccli delivcn*<l on the lOth 
of Maieli tin the siieeial motion, 'I’ht* food jiroldem is serious - the situa- 
tion at the present moment is s<i eritieal tlial it cannot be solved by a one- 
purtv ( iovernment . All tin* different jiarties shoiihl sit together and a 
rejiresentative (iovernment of all parties nIiouM 1m* allowt‘il to funelion ho 
that this very serious probh*m might he tackletl sueeessfirlly. Therefore, 
in (‘tmelusion. I would ajijieal rri the name td all lliat is saered ami divine, 
in tlie name of the jieojile nt the entire province, in the name of the 
oj}]iies>ed, suj)pr(*sse<l and the <le[)ressed ot the count ry. in tin* name of 
the starvirjg millions of jieusaniry who are dving for a morsel of food 
today. I would appeal to the Indian members id this House to cast their 
votes in favour of the motion that is before the House. 

Mr, B. MUKHERJEE : 3r:rt*'<r, ^tfst Congresi 

bench ^ CongrenaiJ^ 

TTij I Tutft Communist’:*'^ 

Communist Party^ ^TfV. 

Communist Party CWOi ^7,^^ 

Pniitr? «tw? ^:t:ijT7nr 

’ftyrtT ’nfriFt? isPf I frnw ^ 
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ist^ ’sftfOT <7r|^ ^ ^ I 

f%??N ’[▼i? CVUH ?lir31 ^ I c^ 

mP^ ^ 'Tr i 

^Pfim <ttf? ^rft irpjn ^ <ltfl ^i i ^ 

^n Communist Party '®lff1?r 

(Tf T5 ^ ^Fs* I 

^T-wm (71 TOi^:^ (7T ftroi '^Pi 

tpnrt^ ^TT^t^i I 3iti72r^, ^ C5\^ ^tcw c^ ^ttc^, W( (roi<3 

^fwz *tf^ (7T ’Tc? nor nm c^, ^tn nro^m ntncn? nor 
nt’sni '|n mt^? nn i ortn^ or n^, or^ nirni nf% ^iiTnm 
ntoT nfor ‘ii^ nor nt^ (Ti nt'^rtorot ^ntonm ^$105 cn^tor 

nnnrtn nntntn fnj yen m i -ii c^ m ^tor or nt::^TTof?:»t nto'm nft f% yorrw, 

fVi liin fe»tn emphasis orsntn ntor. iin ntm ntnenn nor -4^ 

r^Hi 'iiOT (Tt'qvi or, n^nm ^7-^miPj nntnF? y'sm ^fioortort nn i 
tiOits^^ yofC5>, nt*?Ttori n« tot. ^rtn^fn norntn c^li 

Tni 1 fr"? nftn'Qsr 4 fnnoi mfF oun* ntnr^ nfes^’S r.n fno*tn 

nTT yoresrn ^ nn j ntfyn C'^ft iPtj ^rnntn "^ott nt<n *3^10^. ^n: 

nTn -tm ’^rtror ^rs 

nnnTi nntnfn rs^i nn i nrom •^^nrtn nenr nf^(i C5&i Tm Sft^ 

nfrs nt^ cvfcT ^n ^f^‘f nF'r ^tnptfn Tni nFr, fr'^ ^ cr<^'g or*n 
^rentsR T^tm nt:5ito<ofn tot, ^nmni nn^ nMfr iiTf:ar5 yor 05?i Tm or 
^ntntenn nt^TfofOfn nenr ni fT|-3 i;t^“ fro fr cTten nwrlPn 

nnfnFT ttos ^fn i -ijn: Tno5 otor ♦tn ^tto rc^ nn^ n^i, — 

orntOT m fr^ orr^rer control nm ^n* strict rationing 

Tm, — Ttn*-?, rationing ntoT v<i ^r? OT OTtT ornn eTO wteT^ clinfn nroR 

^fn fr^ OTtT ^•(tsicn ntnmn, cytos Mtcn ^ i "stn ^ h i , tfort^T yey^, orntor 

m frj n^«r''^3ten ^ $*tn control iin; fnoi ort-^rrsi iin: 

i^Tntor nTTCT fn^^r Tni i fnom^: effnT t^tit fT| cn*t*t ym, wtt 
(71 Tpmtnr Ttr tor i ^ ftnor ^tPI ^tiri ftor Ttctr 

vm ^n^Pitnfne^rn fesn ntc^ npr n«lR TOf o^sm ntni 

frr, tij^ ^ iiiT^ii dnwtic ttts c^toi or nrt^tn^j ctR fnoN nfynsT 

m .iiT^i ^*f"ore‘'Sn <tCT nm nn^ nf^firs TRTTntnr^tn 

^TRTF nyortf^ ’<3 (^^tn feisn fro? n^ ^t^i tth n^n. 

cn^ PfT firor^ Ttron uros to i v^)^ cn tiiTl^ mtntn nrs nT^sTtofom 
(TltTOF non — ^ n^ ntu ?ffettom ♦for — Congress Q League. 

T^e^pr ^‘st ^ ^tCTct tp fro nt^j^rtn nn^ ^RTtnmnn iiT. t^iTft 
ft’jn ftftfTr TO nm I nnn nfr ^tt, ’ 5 «r «imi nfir 

m 4 t 7 m Tx-opr -Jn i «4n: ^mni nt% T^tipr oi 
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^pfv^ ^ i mwz^ ’utrf 

fef% ^sCtpi ^<fT I ?fw ^t^z^ ^\Ctpr ^Vs 3fr^ 

inr, 3i^<fT 'n^Tt^TT »R^ ^ 'aifrc^ ^<rT, vii?r; Iwi 

^ ^ TOT ^ i ^ c*fc^^ wccr Pror 

tS ^ ^ 51? ?fr?T I c^ Of tjv^wft •fW 

^ ®fF5. or ^ fr?Tr^^ fvc^, ^ f%t?tc^ 

fer r ^r-jf3Pm ’rtrf ''*Ttti? .4^ 

otc^f %pr TO cwc^f^. 1] c^cirf? tr^sfir ftr’v 

f^Ti I Congress.iJ^ ^ ’^f^T jpPS [^Cfi ^ 

?R1 rro. or. T#^ ^rfiRQ^ TO" rofc^ l concrete 

suggestion TO’S fV ^ s^vft^ focus (TfCVCW Of ’fiTO 

srff^Q^T ^TS'sf^P? TO^ TO *fC\^?C5' t oQ^TC 4? ftlternativc TO^ 
tffe ’^rrfTI ^^71. ’3t^<fC^ alternative TO?. :rf^ ^4f 

5TT^ ^ f^fro to i 

'®TOl TO! ^f^r. *hTO 1 TOI food-queuo- 

iiJ5f ^«fT <ij^* IffJTj ■5»TTT*fi '‘tt) =!'>’! r^r.^ TOT-Tspm 

jprtTO ^h ^or ’>^<1^%, ft^ lij?* ^^tti 

TO) ^ I '-ti ^TT'^" TOfe^ n^riTO sjtirr^ i 

’3^15'i)^ .ii?r tpitto rci i ^ 

^7/ti'^ ^^7/5 <?TO <tfnM. c^ ^ Vr^i ^fiR^'ItT:^ fro^ 

I fir^ t 5 'if^? crrr^Jc^j 'st^ ^r?n, ’qpr^) 

c^^rr^ froffVsf^ f»c^ isorfki i fsiT?) 

frorfVim I T^•l:'iJ■>T S -i)^- '3 5X^ r^<tfV5t5f p5f*S^ S^*t v3T*T 

r^^frsi rrtro, TO TO =n*TO7tR f=ir^^ 
C!fO TO5, <il^: Sft^ TO5t»tf7^ 3r^ifT 03^ tfrr^Tfl TOWS; I 

•4^ ^tro TO 5D C^, !:fTO?Rr ?f»‘j Ofpf 'iJJft?! (ton 

3r$TO fr»n ^ TO ^,*n'S tokt TOf^ ’«f*nt5n 

'flu's tff^ no-coafidenee, <4^! OT^ “TOTl't 

C5(TO ^ ’PPS frot^ *tOTr ♦fv cvfc^, ^rttTO'tc'f c^i sfl'^f-fTOt^t '4=ft?i 

(SlcTO csh rstt:^ To CTO tffsTO ^fir, csfy «5 n^,w »rF- 

C?rPf^ TO =3r*CipT-fTOf^ C^TO^’S ‘^TOl Tff^STO^Fft I Congress, 

majority C5Sl 'TtlT^ ’?*r/4TT'fTOt?t Province 4, n^iTO C’TttC^f 

tff^ ^TOT C5^i ^fir. C5^r*^ ^M<3rwfir5t tfcnf <5» C5h 

TO*® ?ff3TO ^1 (A voice : C’ftTO TOl ? ) ITOITO*? I <7rt? 

ftTff^ ^Ifir TO ^ food driveA4^ ^<fJ sf^ffsiK TO^TT Of TOf. «4 

ftro cTO ^ ; ^Vs to 4^: ^jyrstc^y 

<4^ drived? ^irr ’’TOn TO iPn tprtf^ CTO®? anti-hoarding drive 

poiicyC^ tfC^JT¥ *ffl» I Hou«e‘4? ^ <4^1 oQy^ 
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guccofiHful policy, ^ — anti-hoarding policy support 

^ IStC^ successful ^F?rU5 Hou8e(£l? 

«tff I '-mft ^rc^a, msi^i * 

anti-boarding drive<ij^ ^<T I ( Voice : No. ) 

*$ ftTOi f^Tcn'T (Tt^ c?, ferrft^ 

C^'fCST, fic^inr351 ^ ?T1 ^ jr^ ^ 

's ^:r£pr c^ (yri tffe *ivi ^ ^ 

^11^ ^ 511 I <4^* ^ in^ 

T^7-jpprn 

(71^1 r>(5^ y'ef f%f% I “Top'’^4 felHT 71 — (7T (5?'7 ^TU I 

fe3^ ftCfl 71 '5^ Ttf^ 5T^, m ^T-Wm ^Tl, 

71 national crisis RSfc^ Cni?HS f%71 ej^* fio 

'■MMM ^f^rtC^iTl TTStTfTl Tlf*t5 National Government, \455‘ 

vpn «tf?^‘r<5T7T yM^ ^ c^*t^r¥Pr i 


(At tliirt stage the Ilous** was adjourned i(n- lo nniiutes.) 

( Affvr (tdjimrnimnt ) 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mi Speaker. Sir. the suhieot 

under discussion is not onl_\ an iinjiortant oio' hut a v<*r\ seiious one too. 
Tlie situation is indeed an ahnorinal one due ii(>t to loral c<»nditions hut to 
the ciuiditions prevalent in the whole \^orl<l toda.N hv which evervhod\ is 
more or less utiected. On the one haml tiiereiore the situation calls for a 
strong and iletermined a<*tion and on the other it is necessary that those 
who are enti listed with this v^ork should have a syiiipathefii' consideration 
and shouhl he assisted by useful suggestions so that they may guide their 
activities along right lines. There is no room therefore for any caustic 
and destructive criticism, nor is this the time tor introducing political or 
party considerations. 

So far as the subject is (‘oncerned, no less than 111 resolutions were tabled 
out of which 9 have actuall\ been moved on the floor of the Hou.se. Alle- 
gations of various kinds have been made tending to suggest that the present 
Government of Hengal are .solely and wholly responsible for everyone of 
the items of difiieiilty and misfortune which have happeue<l in this province. 
Suggestions have also been sought to be given as to how’ the situation can 
be tackled. If one were to analyse these suggestions along with the reasons 
which have been advanced in the course of the debate, it will appear that 
these are so mu(‘h at variance with one another that one will surely find 
himself at seoi, should be be seriousl\ called upon to accept all the same. 

Within the very short time at luy disjMisal it is not my purpose to deal 
with the resolutions on their merits. 1 .shall (‘ontent myself on this occaaion 
to speak in general terms with regard to one or two of the subjects which 
appi>ar to me to he somewhat of an important eharacier. 
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Much has been said abtmt the shoHafre of fomi^^raius sj>ecially of rice 
in Bengal and suggestion has been made that it should be detdared a 
famine area. I do not know how a de«*laration (»f that chura<‘ter will solve 
the difficulty. The situation is well known and such steps us are po.ssible 
for any human institution have been sincerely and seriously undertaken. 
There may be shortage now in the country hut there could not have been 
any shortage in the months of Januarx and February immediately after 
the harvest of the 4tmtm crop. We kimw however that there was a <Ty of 
shortage raise<l in .lanuarv if not earlier causing an unpreceilented panic 
in the minds of the innocent people in the interior, resulting in liourding 
as far as possible in inan> instuiu't'.s. So far as we know, no attempt was 
even then made a.^ to how pe<»plc <*oubl help themselves to get out of this 
difficulty beyond asking the su|M*rior authorities to make a ilcclaration that 
there was a shortage in this province. It is a matter of gratifi<*ation that 
measures are now being taken in the right direi'tion advising and guiding 
people to utilise their vacant lamK attaidied to their homesteads at least 
for the purpose of growing vegetables and such othi*r fiMid crops. 

In the next place it is alleged that the pi ices of nee and other articles 
of food have gone very high and that nothing has been dom* t») arrest the 
same. l\*e liave had historical dis(*ussion of stutistii'.s in the past two 
days. It mav be recalled howev4*i that the prices of rii'e and othtT food- 
stuffs were on the rise troin .lanuarx. We wer»* not then informerl 

it any steji wa> at all taken to •.top its progn'ss in this upward direetion. 
Jt i^ a matter of elementarx principle that when the producer of rice has 
got to purchase cloth, oil and other necessities of Itfe at a much higher 
I»rice. he should have s<mie price for his rie«* as well. Tlo'se rises of price 
cannot b<‘ said to have injured a true agi iculturist who grows his own rice; 
but since he is only one of the links of the social chain he has got to be 
kept under cmitnd so that be max not beak awa> from the main chain. 
It is for this reason that the prices sljonld be bi’ought under some (ontrol 
as siKin as it is feasible to do ho. These high prie4*s have affected th<* middle 
classe.s whose income is limite<l ami the laiidleHs labourers who have to 
dejiend upon manual ialamr tor their t<M>d hikI the earning under present 
coiiditioiiH is insuftiiieut to give them u suiiare meal. These prices have 
therefore affected those following ^Mune sort of parasitH' (Hs-upation depend- 
ing on others for their maintenance and it is correct that my profession of 
law ha.s been hit the lianie.st in the present times. 

These high prices of rice again cannot be said t«> be an uninived evil; 
for, I have hud refiorts from many places wh<‘rc the agiiculturists have 
utilised these high price.s in paying up their dues to the landlord up to 
the last farthing and also in clearing up their <dd debts to their mahijans, 

The real difficulty does not seem to fa* ho much in the ris<* of prices of 
foodstuff' which must be of a temporary character and which has affected 
the whole world but it is more or less due to not being able to find occupa- 
tion and employment for the people who have not got much of the lands 
for their maintenance. 
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It has Wn said that Bengal has supplied occupation and food to millions 
of non-Bengalees but she has not been able to solve the problem of the 
children of the soil. It is a great pity if things are allowed to continue 
even now in the old fashion. One of the reasons as it has struck me is that 
the illiterate Bengalee is hopelessly home-sick. He would not stir out of 
his home and village even if he is offered some occupation at a distance. 
I think attempts should be made in this direction to see that able-bodied 
men find occupation as it suits them so that they do not become unnecessary 
burden upon tlie society and the Oovernment. 

A large amount of time (d the House has been spent in dilating upon 
the statement that food drive has not been undertaken in Calcutta and 
Howrah because there are a large number of mills under the control of the 
non-Bengalee employers. Mr. Kennedy was good enough to say that this 
should have also been undertaken so that people would have known of their 
own re([uirements and that they would have g(d some assistance as to how 
they could help themselves. I wish those of the honourable gentlemen, 
who addressed v(‘rv severe language to a few Kuropean employers of labour, 
had known of the large <}uantit\ ot labour they have under them. The.se 
emidoyers are md only Europeans but there are a largt* number ot Indians 
as well. I am md in a p<>sition to hpeak on this subject with an> authority 
but I can <‘ertainl;> sj)eak about the collieries and the large volume of labour 
(On])loyed by them. It may be a pie<‘e ot news t«» the House what the three 
Associati«ins conne<‘ted with the.se ladlieries-- Indian Mining Association, 
Indian Mining Federation, Indian Colliery Owners’ Association —have done 
t(» feed the millions ot labour eniplo\ed under them at a very great loss to 
tliem; lor, besides ])uying their <luil\ wages, ea<'h cd’ the labourer.s is supplied 
with his weekl\ i at ion at a very concessional rate ami the employers pay 
the balam'c themselves. It is erne thing t(> sa> that all that is expected 
has not been done; but it is «*ntirely different to sa.\ that nothing has been 
done. 

A cry has been ruise<l even now in the course of this debate that all these 
calamities as are ]»revulent in this province are due to the fact that there 
is no National Ministry functioning in Bengal today. I never expected 
that honourable memluMs ot this Hou.se could have been so short-sighted as 
not to reali.se that this problem is md only a problem ot this province but 
it is a pndilem of India as well and perhaps of countries all over the world. 

Again 1 do not know’ what a National Ministry means for I do not find 
it defined anywhere nor has any definition been attempted even in the 
course of this debate. If it means however a Ministry, who feels being 
sandwiched between the head of the administration and the permanent 
officials, if it means again a Ministry wdio d(»es not carry conviction with 
the public, if it means a Ministry who does not command respect from 
dnybtwly, if it means a Ministry who have no confidence in themselves, if 
it means a Ministry who have no regard for the people nor for themselves, 
if it means a Ministry w’ho seek to intrmluce })ersonal considerations in the 
affairs of the public administration and in short if it is one, a description 
of w'hose achievements and activities has been given in the five statemente, 



oae made in February last and the other four made on the 5th July laat» 
we would only pray to God Almiprhty that He might save us and this un- 
fortunate provinte fnuu such a National Ministry. (Cries of “Hear, hear” 
from the Government Party Benches.) 

It has to he admitted that a trovernment is composed of human beings 
and they are not all powerlul nor even omnis<*ient. One must admit that 
the steps so far taken in the course of the la^t two months and a half by 
the present Government are not ot a 'iniall order. Tl»ev have, as it appears 
not only from reports but from fact^. with the assumption of otHces at a 
very difficult time, not shirkeii their rojxmsihilities but have tried to solve 
the difficulties that are before them a-' best as they p<vssibl\ cun. They 
are assisted at least in the Department «if Civil Supjjlies h\ m body of officers 
of His Majesty’s (lovernment most ot \\lu»m are known to be 1 m. nest, 
industriousr^ loyal and keen to ih* their very he.^t in s<*rviug this province. 

1 feel therefore that tiie >ugge>tion^ made through the it resolutions 
are varied so much from one amuher that it is impossible for one to act 
upon the same. I tru?'t hovv<‘v«‘i that (fovernmeiit will be good enough to 
consider thest* ^uggl*^t ioH'* and make the \ei\ bi'Ht Use of those of them 
which may be made Use of in view ot tin* j)rest‘nt cireum, stances. We huvt? 
kimwn the Hon hie Ministei in chaige of the Civil Supplies of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for years n(tw Personally 1 have had an opportunity of 
working with him in chtst- (piarters bu 4 >ears and S months and although 
there were man.\ occasions when we could not see e\ e to e\e, still 1 have 
always had the highest admiration for his <*ourage and industry and for 
his anxiety to do his ver\ be.st in the midst ot difficult circumstances. I 
thank my honourable frieml Dr. San>al when he sa\s that political (‘ontro- 
versies should lx* kept aside at a time like this tluuigh the lunguugi* of hi? 
resolution is different fr(»m what he has sai<l on the floor of the House. At 
a time, when (piick action is necessary, no (’ommittee <'an be of any avail. 

The Ministr\ are al-o anxious to have discussions with the leaders of 
the various groups of this House as the\ have alreadv done on several ocea- 
siouH in the past. In this view of the matter. I feel that this is not the 
time to rai.s<* any aerimoni(Mi> diseus-^ion hut to help those, who have under- 
taken responsibilitie.s, in the discharge of their <luties. 1 do riot think 
therefore that the resolutions, even if any one is ui'cepted, will solve this 
real problem. 

In this view of the matter I have to oppose all the resolutions. (Aiiplause 
from the Eurojiean ami (joverniaeiit Parts Benche.s.) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Sj>eaker. Sir, thi.s is not the first food 
debate we have in this Assembly, nor iu it likely to be the last, for as I 
see it the question of food is likely to engage our attention for at leant the 
period of the war and for some time afterwards. But the fact remains that 
this by .far the most important problem of today, is so serious that I have 
been greatly distressed during the past ten' days by the political activities 
which can only have the effect of making a solution of the problem more 
difficult through diverting attention and energies to matters of relatively 
much less importance. 
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The food situation in this province has been deteriorating for well over 
a year, and the fact that now in the middle of July, 1943, it is not worse 
than it is, almost give.s me hope that we may soon be able to see round the 
corner. Anxious and difficult months undoubtedly lie ahead however and 
much must be done to ensure that the position does not get out of hand. 
I personally have never subscribed to the belief that grain shortage js so 
acute us to reproduce the circumstances of previous famine years. But 
scarcity there is, and the present fantastic prices for rice have produced 
a price famine wlii(!h is having the most disastrous effects upon certain 
classes of peojile in Bengal. Starvation already exists in many parts of 
the jirovince and deaths from this cause have undoubtedly already occurred. 
Only the strongest measures (‘an prevent conditions from becoming worse. 

As far back as September last >ear, it could be seen that new 
and sinister features were already appearing in the difficult fofwl situation. 

Standing crops of paddy were then being purchased at prices which 
meant subsequent high prices for rice and the full significance of this entry 
of speculation into fhe staple food crop of the province was neither realised 
nor dealt with by the (iovernnient of the day. I hope, Sir, that the present 
Government is bearing this in mind and that the object lessons provided 
by other provinces in India in controlling forward dealings in crops are not 
being lost upon the present Hon'blc Minister for Civil Supplies. No attempt 
to control the main arnafi crop last year was uiidertuktui and little lias been 
done to obtain control of the forthcoming au.s crop. There is still time, 
however, and this is important, to take steps to control the forthcoming 
aniaji crop on which so much depends in Bengal during the forthcoming 
year. 

Sir, when this subject was debated in the Feliriiary-Mareli session, our 
complaint against the Ministr\ of the day was that tliey had failed to apply 
their minds to the food problem or make any genuine effort to tackle it. 
I notice that the same accuvations are now being made in the special cut 
motions by the 0])J>(^^iti(^n against tlie present Ministry. But we as an 
im]e])eiideiit pnrt\ can see a tlifteieiice 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Questhm, question! 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: There is no (juestion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We do que.stion that. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: It is lor me to say whether we ag an 
independent party — and 1 reiterate that we are an independent party — we 
can discern a difference in the manner in which the respective Ministries 
have tackled this problem. Enough has probably not been done by either 
of them. But the most prejudiced observer cannot deny that the present 
Minister of Civil Supplies has nut only applied his mind to the problem but 
Las done so with energy and imagination. It is too early yet to raise the 
question of confidence or no confidence in the present Government in their 
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efforts to solve this food problem — they have only been in office just over 
two months — and time will k1k»w how effective their steps will be. The 
Hpu’ble Minister has been left a terrible lejfacy by his predecessors but 
in the short time he has been in office he has in our opinion been doinpr every* 
thing possible to mobili^e the internal resources of the province and to 
secure supplies from other provinces. These efforts have not ypt been 
completely successful; nor have they shown any substantial results so far 
(cries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition llenches), hut I think that they 
will and we think that the Hon’ble Minister should have the whole-hearted 
support and confidence of thi.s House in continuing his efforts. (Uai 
Hahendr.^ Nath CiiArnin ui : For lailurc!) 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawurdy's fooil drive ma\ not have achieved ail that we 
should have liked but it has j)robabl\ achieved all that could be exyiected 
and it was certainly an essential preliminary step in dealing with the situa- 
tion. Accurate agricultural statistics in this province are unfortunately 
not available and I should like, if 1 have time, to return to that (jiiestion 
later. Ilut although the offoct of the dine can have juodiiced notliing in 
the nature of .iccurate ^tatistn's it must have ])rn\ided vuluulde iiibuiiiation 
about llie cornlitifUis throughout (h«‘ countis which can form the {oiin<)atiou 
of future mea^uie«. in tin* lural aieas. Altliough all the food-grains which 
liuve gone uiidoi giauind ina\ not have lu*eii i<*\eale«l, it soynis eleai that the 
pofition of food -.upplie*. up to tin* end of (hi.s yeai is V(»iy -erious indeerl and 
that It will he neco-sai \ for ( iovei ninoiit to orj^aiiise tlie deficit iimmis, boih 
Ulban and lural, on a rt*lief ha*.is This, Sii, will reijuiie a Vfi\ extensive 
organi.sati<»n thioughout the countiy and I shoiihl be grateful if tlie Hon‘ble 
Minister for ( nil Supplier would tell m whethei an\ thing so lai has hceii 
done in this diiectnui. Non-(»fficial agencies will of coursi* have to he used 
to a large e.xfeiit but it is essential that there should be a nucleus -if 
G(»veriiiiient distnlniting centres to guanl against total breakdown and as 
a check upon other agencies. While, Sir, we consider that the foofi drive 
was sound and imaginative, we, in comiimn with inari\ others in this House, 
are at a loss to understand why Culcutta and Howrah were excluded. It 
may have been tor administrative reanuiH or it ma\ have l>een for a suhtle 
purpose which has not yet been «livulged. Hut 1 would strongl> urge that 
this exclusion be terminated at once and that ( ulcutta and Htjwrali be 
thoroughlx combed before tliis moutli is out. There is in* time for delay 
in this matter. This is the time when such a survey within tlie ( alcutta 
and Howrah urea should be d^uie and in that tase I believe that the previoua 
exclusion can be turned to very good advantage indeed. Before this drive 
takes place within the ( allutta and Howrah area, I would also suggest that 
it is highly desirable that we should he pnivnled with the definition of \/hat 
hoarding is and what profiteering is. Without that, the drive will fail to 
yield results which otherwise might he exjiected of it. 

So far as imiiorts of foodstuffs from other provinces are concerned, the 
main difficulties appear to have Iwen transport and the very frequent changes 
in the policy of the ( entral Government of India itself. 1 see from the 
papers today that the free trade system is again going to be jettisoned and 
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I conHirier that a firmer control of the provinces is the better policy of the 
two. But we shall have to wait and see how that policy is- carried out. 
No policy unless it is firmly and efficiently carried out can be of any benefit 
whatsoever. 

Transport is, as we all know, a very major difficulty in these days and we 
would be very interested to know what action the present Government is 
prepared, or is proposing, to take regarding transport from the Punjab 
which 80 far has been unable to send us such wheat and rice as has been 
promised. If, as has been statf*d, the quantity of food-grains to be brought 
into this province will amount to 200 lakhs of niaunds, handling and trans- 
port of this large quantity will in itself be a major task and it would appear 
that it would be necessary to have a transport section in the (’ivil Supplies 
Department to carry this out efficientl\ . Transport is a very difficult job 
and not one which can be handled without a separate individual who knows 
what be is doing in that matter. I should be grateful to the Hon^bln 
Minister in charge of Civil Sup|)liC'. it he would t(*ll us whether he has tliis 
very important mutter in hand. 

So far as supplies from other provin(‘e.s are (‘(mcerned and tar as their 
trans])ortatif)n into this province i> concerned 1 hope that Govenimeiit will 
keep up their pressure upon the Central (lovernment for this province of 
Bengal stands in 41 class by it.selt. It has ji ver\ ■special case to ])ut forward 
and it is entitled U) the highest priorities Ixith as regards su])]>lips and 
transport to bring them here. Situate<l as we are with the enemy on our 
borders and witli a large portion of the heavy war industries of India within 
our borders, Bengal is entitled to miicli more assistance than any other 
province in India and I liave no doubt that tlie Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies is making full use of this argument in our present difficulties. 

Suggestions have been made in this House that the Government are 
in the hands of large employers who have received special assistance in 
obtaining food supplies for tludr labour. This, Sir, is not so and in fact 
we consider that the very opposite is the case. From January to April this 
year memlM^r firms of the Bengal Chamber of f’ommerce did receive small 
«upplie.s from (fovernment and the> were in fact unable to buy for them- 
selves in the districts at all hecausi- of the movement control enforced by 
Government. At ;the beginning of June, Chamber members were told by 
Government that they mu.st fend for themselves and, in the second place, 
they were compelled to reduce the ration they allow to their labour. There 
is no special tenderness for employers and their labour in these particular 
actions and the sudden reduction in ration without any previous notice did 
in fact cause a certain aimuint of labour unrest. As was pointed out b}* 
Mi. Kennedy yesterday employers held stocks for their labour for 4^ weeks 
only, at the end of June; the supply is now less and at no time, as was also 
pointed out, has there been any hoanling for profit. In fact, in buying rice 
in the open market at Ci annas per .'ieer and selling to their labour at 3 annas 
per seer, they have undoubtedly provided a valuable check on the level of 
prices. And nowhere, not even in Mr. .Suhrawardy’s white paper, have I 
M^eu any appreciation of the public service which these employers have done 
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in supplying cheap food to their worlters. numbering COO.IXK) in all on a 
strictly rationed basis. Sir, I maintain that .siiihcient appreciation of the 
public service done by these employers has not yet l)een voiced in any 
quarter and I should like to have some modicum of appreciation from the 
Minister in charge of Civil Supplies himself. Food-grain is distributed 
by employers on a very strict rationing ba^is of seers per w€K*k for ordinary 
industries and seers for heavier industries. If and when rationing 
comes into force in Calcutta, and we in this party consi<ler very strongly 
that the whole of ( alcutta should be rationed as early as possible, 1 hope 
when this rationing does c<»inmeiu'e, that this valuable rationing organisa- 
tion which has been in operation for so man\ months and has already gaineti 
much experience will he made full use of. 

Sir, so far we have been mainl> concerned with short-term policy for 
meeting our inimediatt* needs; thes«-, (tf ('(Uiis,*. are undoubtedly the most 
pressing nei'essities of the moment, and the ie-,])()nsi]uhties of this (jovern- 
ment in providing for these iinme<liate needs are very gieat indeed and fiuve 
already been sufficientlv urged in this House The food drive has evidently 
made available an immediate surplus of ^even to eight million imuinds; 
but that, after all, represents onl\ alMuit 3 pei cent (»f tin* total uniiual 
provincial consumi>tion, i.e., ab<»ut ten da\s’ needs for tlie province and 
there must he somewhere, I still maintain, \er\ largt* stocks of rice wloch 
have not been unearthed, hut I am not endeti\ (Hiring to cast aspersions upon 
the foo(] drive because it has uiniouhtedl\ skived a useful pur|K)se in many 
(jthei diiecti(ms besides giving us .se\en m eight million maunds of rice. 
But when the ininimuni reipiirements Imve been met, as, I liope, they will, 
the long-term p<dic\ is (»ne w liii h re(juires \ery urgent and immediate 
attention to prevent a recurrence of the ]>resent lamentable conditions. An 
early <lecision. I liave alrea<]\ ‘*nggeste<l. Sir, is re(juire<l, with regard to 
the treatment to la* accorded t<> the next nimut ci<»p. As regards the ainan 
crop it appears to me tiiat there are thiee alternatives wliii'h are open to 
Go\ernment. Fiistls, they might allow inule to (Miry on without restric- 
tion; sec()iidl> , ihe\ might bu\ up the whole emp ; or. thirdly. Government 
might (’<»nfine tlieiiiselves to bu\ing >iir itlu-'e-*, leaving sufficient for local 
reuuirements. Obviousl\ (ioveininent <lo not jiosvchs the necessary 
machinery for buMng uji the wlode crop, and m aft\ case it is highly desir- 
able that the tiade sliouhl he allowed to ium tion as jar .is possible. In view 
of past exjienenee, however, strut contnd (*l that trade is iM|uallv essential 
and ever> thing must he doiie to redui e i*]»portuniiies for sjieculation which 
have already brought such serious trouble. 

It will be necessary for (Jovernment through their own purchasing 
organisation to secure large stocks in order to ensure supplies for urV>an 
and other deficit areas and to ensure the efficient working of au> rationing 
scheme which may be introduced in the.se areas. There is no use introducing 
a rationing scheme without supplies to ration and it is inctiinbani upon 
the Government to provide itself with surplus st(»cks which will enaVde it to 
put a reasonable rationing scheme into eflect. 



With this should go, as was pointed out yesterday, strict enforcement 
of the Food Grains Control Order and the introduction of really effective 
measures to deal with hoarders and profiteers. 

The Central Government's decision not to attempt for the time being 
to enforce maximum prices does not absolve this Government from - the 
responsibility of dealing with these profiteers and hoarders in a severe 
manner, and the Central Government has in fact urged Provincial Govern- 
ments to deal ruthlessly with such people. Nowhere have we seen or heard 
of anything like deterrent penalities being imposed on those who had been 
convicted of hoarding or profiteering. In most cases, it would appear that 
the wrong person is being punished, namely, the small dealer, and that the 
larger operators have managed to escape. I would suggest, Sir, that 
profiteering offences should be made cognisable and should be tried by 
special tribunals, punishment h> imprisonment without the option of fine 
being generally imposed. 

Sir. I should like to return for a moment to statistic.s if you will kindly 
grant me a little more time. T^nfortiinately, Sir, there is in this provi.'ice 
no agricultural statistics of any value wliatsoever. The Permanent Settle- 
ment is largely responsil)le tor the inferiority of our statistics compared 
wdth those of other provinces, hut that is no reason wliy correct .stati.stical 
figures should not he obtained and no rea.son why we sIkhiUI continue to 
labour under a permanent disability. We have found in the j»respnt crisis 
that the lack of these statistics has placed us in an awkward j^o.sition which 
it would have been easier io remedy if uccuiate figures had been available 
both to the previous (lovernuuMit as well as this otje. The data on which 
our statistics are haseil at present an* faulty in tlie extrtone ami no statistics 
can he better than the materials upon vvhit'h tlie\ arc based. Exten.sive 
crop-cuttings are, as 1 l)eliev»*. alie.idx being ni.cb‘. and I should like to 
know what informaiion ba-. lieeii t*btained from ihest* ci oj>-cutt ings and !u 
particular wliul steps aie being taken to set up a reliable bureau of 
statistics. 

Finally, Sir, and before I conclmle, I should like to refer hriefl\ to the 
proposal whit’ll has been made in several motion^ that (jfovernmeiit should 
constitute a committee consisting of all jiarties to deal with tliis food 
problem. No one is imue anximis tban 1 have been m see an all-paily 
Ministry, anti we have urged repeatedl\ frtua these benches that an all- 
party Ministry i.s desirable and sboubl be formed. Tiiat unfortunately bus 
not been possible either for political tu’, it ma\ be personal, reasons and it 
does not apjiear to be practicable now. In no circumstances. Sir, can any 
self-respecting (iovernment ubroirate its functions to a committee. It is 
essential that the Government of today shoubl deal with this problem and 
it can not divest itself of this responsibility. Therefore. 1 would appeal 
to the members of this House of all parties to co-operate with the present 
Government to overcome our present ditficulties. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I rise to accord my 
whole-hefirteil support to (he resolution moved by my esteemed friend 
llai Hareudra Nath Chaudhuri and so effectively supported by him with 
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tflpimenU, facts and figures. He has also put forward in his resolution 
some sound constructive suggestions which, if put into execution, will go 
a long way to appease the hunger of this famished province. i 

Sir, sitting through the long and aearv hours listening to this debate 
one’s memory naturally travels back to the scenes which were enacted in 
this chamber on the identical problem three mouths ago. With a few 
significant exceptions the actor^ have changed places: those who have not 
changed their places have completely changed their tunes. Last night, on 
the 13th July, my friend Mr. Nareiidra Narayan ('hukrabarty was loud in 
hLs declamation against the la>t Ministry. It was on the 10th March last 
that Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakrubarty was pleased to express him.self 
in the following terms : — 

RW cm jrrv 

csTf^^-^rn;? tiiisco tpn^r re? w 

?prtf^ c?- ^ 

nrv ^ rni c?, 

inm '^pKi I *rc'^ oq^i Sws* jt? i * * 

♦ ♦ 57?! cn, srlT? irte^ srit resit 
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* ♦ ♦ ♦ Pns JTter? TOt'-t Pto 

wm r^wn ^ I 

That was Mr. Narfoulra Naravan ( bakrabartx onl\ three months ago. 

1 would not have tifHihled the House with an e\lract from a speech mmle 
lt\ Mr. Narendra .Narayan ( liakrahartN had it n‘»t furnished a t\ picul back- 
ground of some ot the actors m the x-ene*. which are now being etiaeted in 
the present .session. 

On the .same day, Mr. 11. S. Suhraward\ bitterly complained in course of 
hi.s .speech that in the Noakhali <!istnrt pad«ly was .selling at Us. 10 per 
maund and rice at Us, 1>. At .Sandwip it was U.s. 18 pel maund and even 
that aljHi wa» not available. Ihis he described as famine conditions appear- 
ing in the rural areas. Rice i.s selling today at an average price of Us. 3o 
per maund in the rural areas and « an hardlv be <»btained in the market. The 
Home Minister has drawn a gloomy picture of riots, looting and dacoities in 
the countryside ow'ing to the appalling food situatirm in the country. 
Calcutta, in his view, has become a city of lieggars. Hunger, disease, 
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pestilence and crime are stalking the land. Mr. Suhrawardy and Ids 
august colleagues are flourishing is ministefial glory amidst famine, 
starration and ruin. 

The one panacea for all these evils prescribed by Mr. Suhrawardy and 
his supporters during the last debate was the immediate termination of the 
Fuzlul Huq Ministry; and he went on canvassing for tfe support and the 
verdict of the Assembly. That verdict was denied to ipm more than once 
b> the Assembly. But his importunities did not go^nnheeded in other 
quarters. On the 24th April the new Ministry came into oflice with the 
Hon'ble Mr. .Suhraw’ardy as Civil Supplies Minister. They have been 
accorded all possible facilities to carry out their task. They have attempted 
to secure supplies from within the j)rovince ])y what has been described as 
the anti-hoarding drive. They have been given immense facilities for 
obtaining supplies from outsi<le the province by the Government of India 
who have lifted the provincial barriers. 

Sir, wlien the last Ministry insisted on a food inventory being taken 
tliroughout the province in the course of a fortnight by mfd)ilising the man- 
power of the Government, the\ were met with the rei>ly that Government 
officers could not be diverted from important war work. 

So far as supplies from other provinces are concerned, the Government 
of India had just promised to come to the rescue of Bengal and food-'grain^ 
were about to move from some of the provinces through the agency of the 
Government of India when the last Ministry went out of oflice. The benefit 
of those negotiations was reai»ed i)y the present Ministry when the provincial 
harriers were lifted soon utter the> to<»k office. 

Then again with regard to the personnel of the Directorate of (’ivil 
Supplies, the present Minister has got under him frtun the Director down- 
wards a team of otticials the like of whom the last Ministry had repeatedly 
asked for and had been repeatedly denied. Mr. Suhrawardy has taken 
credit for the colossal amount ot work which the Ministry have j)ut in and 
has claimed that the present Ministry are doing tlieir he'.t. Is it not a sad 
and miserable confession that even their very best has been wholly 
inade(|uate to the tusk,'' 

The que^tion naturally arise.*, why they have failed They have failed 
heiaiuse, u.s was to he expected, the party piditician in Mr. Suhrawardy has 
got the better of the adiuinistrutor — with apologie.^ to Mr. Uendrv who has 
pleaded for a non-party approach to the question. Mr. vSuhrawanly seems 
to have conceived the idea that the tragic f(K)il situation in the province and 
the resources of Government placed at his disposal should he exploited for 
tlie purpose of glorifying himself an<I liis Party as the new liberator and 
the new saviour of Bengal. What else can explain his action in hatching 
and launching upon a province-wide vseheme keeping the different party 
leaders completely in the dark)^ The only answer, according to the Muslim 
League Food Minister of Bengal, is that no other Party should have any 
hand in approaching the people of Bengal in this crisis and that no other 
Party should have any hand in the setting up of packed food committees 
upon which the Food Minister has laid so much stress. 
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Take again the question of supplies from Orissa. AVho is to he the sole 
agent of the Muslim I/eague Miiiist«*rP Why, if must lie a firm which, 
according to Mr. Suhrawardy. could deliver the goods, their sympathy ftir 
the Muslim League being well known. Mr. Suhrawardy in a confe.ssional 
mood has talked about the selection in an apobtgetic fashion. If it is a 
question of a fabulous profit to be made out of this deal as the sole agent 
of the Muslim I./eague Ministry, it must be a firm in which one of the high 
lights of the Muslim League Part\, i> a prominent figure. Again, if it ia a 
question of sentimental generosity by agreeing lo forego at once by a stroke 
of the pen a profit of Kh. 4ff lakhs — a somewhat strange feat in u rapaciiMia 
world — why, the credit must again go to the big Muslim T^eague firm. 1 
am imputing no other motive at the time in the absence of more definite 
materials. (The Hon'hle Mr. II. S. Si hk \\\ vhi>v : (’au't expe<*t you to 
understand it.) 1 do not want to understand \our rubbish. 

Mr. Suhrawardy is bitterl\ lamenting fbe result of bis mission to the 
province of Orissa. In spite of Mr. Subra\\ ardy’s faith in the stamina of ' 
Mr. Ispahani's organisation io face the diflieiiltieH of the situation and the 
ojiposilion of otliei (ioveriiments, he has egr<‘giously tailed to take advantage 
of the extreimdy favcoirable situation (oeafed b\ the Oovernment of India. 

Now, Sir, the (jiie'^tion of the exclusion of ( alcuttu and Howrah from 
the jiroposed food «lii\e has been repeatedly rai-^ed in course of this debate. 

I might inform this HmiHe that the day before the food drive was luunchtMl, 
Mr. Suhrawardy was jdea^ed to call a conference of jiarfy leaders — the first 
and the laat that he has d<»iie — where this proposed food driv(‘ was consider- 
ed in its different aspects Not a whi'»j»er wa.s uttered by Mr. Suhrawardy 
on that occasi<»n that Calcutta am! HomAIi neie going to he excluded from 
the scheme. The whole <ii.-‘CU'<“'ion pna-eeded on the footing that (ulcutta 

ami Howrah would he as much a part of the scheme as the rural areas. 

And, lo and belodd. yye were startled to find next morning in a Press Not# 
that Calcutta and Howrah had been ex<du<le<l. This is the way in which 
he has taken the party lea<lers into his confideniM* in .i major malter such a* 
the fixul drive in Hengul. Is it then, Sir, in these circumstamu's at all 
strange that even Mr. Hendry han been coiistiained to remark with regard 
to this exclusion of Hoyvrah and ( alcutta that a subtle purpose which has not 
yet been divulged might be }>ebiii<l tln'. exclusion ^ 

Well. Sir, Mr. Hemlry in the exiibeiance of the felicity of his expression 
with regard to the present Food Mini*tt<‘r and the Ministry has said that (he 
purpo.se of the food <lrn> has heeii served So far as the members of thin 
House and the public of Ileiigal are oMiicerneil. they are yet in this jiosition 
that not one single item of infoniiatifjn has Ix^en vouchsafed to them as a 

result of the drivi' except a mere speculation that 7 or 8 million niaunds of 

food-grains have been <li.scovered. an amount which is insign ifi<‘ant com- 
pared to the requirements of the province. Then again the only other piece 
of information which the Foo<l Minister haa been jileased to dole out to thin 
House is that every urea has reported a deficit thereby Ixdyiiig the robuat 
optimism of the Fmal Minister before the food drive was undertaken. 
That is so far the net result of the energy and application of the Hon'bl# 
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Mr. Sahrawardy on which he has been profusely complimented by the 
European Party and ray esteemed and honourable friend Mr. M. B. Mullick 
(Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick: Thank you.) (Dr. Abdul Motaleb 
Mallik; And also Mr. Bankim Mukherji.) 

Now, Sir, I do not desire to prolonj^ the af^onies of jny friends opposite 
who are feeling restive bec ause o| my speech, but I would only conclude by 
drawing the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to one passage in his famous 
apeech delivered on the 27th March. He said: “Our people are patient, 
they <*an starve, they can commit suicide, but a time will come when their 
exasperation is bound to break the hounds of law and order. And then 
when it passes beyond endurance, you will have looting which has already 
commenced, you will have arstm and other crimes.” I will give the present 
Government a fair warning. If tlie\ do md desire to jxml all the resources 
of the province in the political a> well as in the economic sphere for the 
purpose of finding a solution of this all-imi)ortant problem, the results 
which Mr. Suhrawardy had forecast in his speech are bound to take place 
and that sooner rather than later. (Applause.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr S) weaker, Sir, for two days 
we have debated on the present f(»od situation in the^ province. It goes 
without saying that we .stand face to face before a national crisis. 
An attempt has been made on behalf of some of (he spokesmen of (i.overn- 
ment to suggest that the j)resent situation is due tt» a legacy left by the 
past Ministry. Sir, 1 do not propf)se to enter upon a »letaile»l rliscussion of 
the good and weak points of the past Ministrx. Gne thing stands out 
pt*ouiinently before our e\es; the past Ministry did attempt t(» solve the 
food situation but where it di<l n(d*succeed, it <lid not kee]) the reasons back 
from the Ijegislature or the public ot Bengal-. There were certain policie.s 
which were forced on the province more on account (d the decision of the 
Government of India than (d the Provincial Ministry . more on account of 
the obstructive and interfering conduct of the (iovernor than of the Ministry, 
relating, for example, to tin* denial polic\ . to huge scale exports and the 
purchase of rice b,\ or on behalf of the (lovernment of Iinlia. Those w'ere 
panicky weeks and month.'» when the authontie.> tliought that Japan after 
con(|uering Burma would invade Bengal, and the main thing that could 
prevent Japan from occupying this province would he the removal and des- 
truction of Ieak> country boats and cdhei conveyances and of stores of rice 
from the coastal districts of Bengal. Sir, the then Chief Minister made it 
ubuuduntly clear that on account of ihe (d)striictive attitude taken up hy the 
Governor ami some of the permanent othciuls it was impossible lor the then 
Ministry to carry into effect the policy that it advocateil. Today as my 
friend Mr. Suhraward> has pointed out, the Department of Civil Supplies 
can boast of Indian officers of repute, althougb that very same attempt 
made by the past Ministry yvas vetoed by the Governor who yvas not prepared 
to hand over key positions in this ilepartment, acting in his individual 
judgment, except to European memhers of the Indian Civil SeryTce or non- 
oEicial Euro}>eaus. 1 have nothing to say against them, but the fact remains 
that the policy which they tried to introduce and give effect to failed. The 
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officers are still there; some of them have been promoted; some of them are 
siilfenng from nervous breakdown, but no one is here taking into account 
tlie horrid state to which they had reiluced the province. A Judge of the 
High Court was hurriedly brought from the Bench to preside over the 
Department of Civil Supplies and he did not know how quickly to gu back 
to his old place again. But, Sir, the point k^fore the House today is, I 
submit, not what the past Ministry did or diil not do, })ecause it is out of 
office today, and the main onslaught on the past Ministry during the March 
session was due to its allegeil failure to I'ontrol the food situation. Tlie 
point before the House toda> is. what has tlie prt*spnt Ministry done and 
whether, considering the situation dispas.-^ionatel^ . the Hou.se will agree 
that given the opportunitie.> that the present Miiiistrs has had from the 
beginning of its office, it ha^ jii'^tihed the >tei).s that it hu.s taken anti has 
really served the larger interests of the province. 

Now, Sir, I come to the stuteineiits which the non’})le Minister for Civil 
Supplies made since the beginning of his new office. There was one thing 
which the jmst Ministr\ di<l and that ^'as to declare that Bengal <lid suffer 
from shortage of fooii-grains. That wa.s one dehnite eontributiiui to the 
credit of the jnist Ministry and it also made the (njvtTiiment of India agree 
that the situation facing the piovincc wa^ a serious one due to .sjiortage of 
foodstuffs. That was m Match In Apiil Mr. Suhraward> took office 
as Minister of Civil Supplier 1 have setiitinised tlu‘ numerous statement.s 
couched in beautiful languaL-'e vUiiidi were i.ssued b\ him or on ludialf of 
the new Miinstr> and tbul knows win this attemjit was made h\ him to 
pla> a cohussal hoax on the unfortunate people <d Bengal, namelv , to deelare 
that tlieii* was reall\ no shi»rtage of fo(M]stutt no shortagi* of rice in 
Bengal and all that had happened was that there was maldistnhution and 
small hoanleis, ]>rivatc con-umeis ami agi icult ui isl s wcie responsible for 
the present deplorable state of afl.urs. Now, Sir. in one (d the staieineiits 
issued b\ Mr Suhniwaid\ it was said that the worst featuie of the last 
Ministry s food polic\ was its insistence on shortage. I'hat wa.s on ITih 
May. Then ag.iiii. he s.iid. “There is in fact a sufficienc\ of food-grains 
for the people of Ben^iar* I ask "pecmlK the memhers wh<» are sitting 
opposite anxious to gne their support to the Minisir\ to demand an expla- 
nation from Mr. Suhiaw.mK What w^ie the data befetre him wfiicli 
justifietl him to make that lemark that theie wa.s in fact a .suf1ieienc\ of 
food-grains for the [leopie of Bengali Not safisfi<*d with liis laire statement, 
he proceeded to remark. “Full statistical details, whirh will (dearly 
demonstrate tliaf tliere is a suthrieiiex . will shortl\ b»* ptihlished”. Where 
are tho.se .statistics Have theso statistic- been crdlec ted or are they being 
manufactured ^ 

Then again, Sir. be sa\^ m a statement which wa** issued on behalf of 
Oovemmeiit both in Bengali and in Fnglisli : — 

“An Api>eal and Warning". 
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‘^You must not grind the faces of the poor’\ 

Who is that “you”*^ Is that Mr. Suhrawardy standing before a mirror 
and addressing himself or was he seriously addressing the people of Bengal? 

“TOri? (Mi iPfj icm i” 

'‘Is there a real shortage of food in Bengal? No, most certainly no^’, 
says Mr. Suhrawardy in spite of the soaring prices and in spite of the untold 
sufferings of millions of the poor! 

Then he says, “^C^T ^ 

-f^T % JiTs 3tTri (?n 

^ 3^5 i^finrtrJT i 

’iron 

That W’as the statement which was issued, that w’as one of the official 
documents issued, by the present Ministry of Bengal: there was no shortage; 
there was ample foodstuff' and it \\a.s the i)eople themselves who weie 
responsible for causing suffering. And it was not the big hoarders, big 
stockists and big pr(»fiteers like A, B, (' and X, Y, Z whose stock.s were 
searched and unearOied, but it was the ordinary people, the private consumers 
and agriculturists who were alleged to have been grinding tlie faces of the 
poor and a crusade was directed against tliem. Now, it is curious tliat 
simultaneously with tliis announcement made b\ the new Ministry of Bengal, 
■which had the special bles.sing of the (iovernor of tliis province and a section 
of permanent officials, His Master’s voice spoke out in the House of 
Commons. There Mr. Amery declared, “Y’es, there is some trouble in India 
and in Bengal but there is no shortage of food-stufts in the country; there 
is only Intarding and muldistributnui and the (iovernment is booking alter 
this aspect of the jindilem. The false i)icture j»ainted by a •'O-called 
responsible Ministry just enabled the lepieseiitative of His Majesty'.s 
(Iovernment to get up in the House of Commons and to announce to the 
world that the serious situation that threatened Bengal, whicli was near the 
eastern war frontier, was not due to the pursuit of any wrong jiolicy by the 
(iov(‘rnment either in Ihdhi or in Calcutta but due to the foolisli and fdjstnic- 
tive attitude taken up b\ the peojde themselves. 

Now, Sir, what happened next? Mr. Suhrawardy declared tliat there 
was plenty of foodstuff’s in Bengal, All tliat had to be done was to find out 
tlie foodstuff’s even from under Uiktapifslus. Alter a tireil and busy night, 
he seriously made a speech declaring that, if necessary, he would himself 
go under the taktnposli of every h(Uiseh<ddcr ami bring out the rice. I know 
that many householders got nervous. If Mr. Suhrawardy really starts 
entering int«> households and going under taktnpo,'<h at night or even during 
day-time Heaven protect those householders from the after-effects of the^ 
ministerial attacks, (’ould there have been, I a.'^'k, a sillier approach to a 
problem vitally affecting the lives of millions of people? 

Now, another reason put forward hy Mr. Suhrawardy was that the 
problem was mainly psychological. I do not know when Mr. Suhrawardy 
had become a student of abnormal psychology. His place would then be 
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Eanchi and not Calcutta because that was the place where persons suffering 
under delusion and anxious to study abnormal psychology were properly 
de^lt with. He says that the problem is psychological. And how is that 
to be tackled F People are merely to be told "Don’t get panicky. I am 
here sitting as the Civil Supplies Minister and telling you there is plenty 
of foodstuff. We have statistic.^ which we »io nnt intend to publish. Every- 
thing will be all right. Don’t get panick;^.” Even if he as the spokesman 
of Government is to try some sort of appeal, reassuring public mind, is he 
capable of getting the people round him ps\ehologically by simply a wave 
of the magic wand from W titers’ ItuildingJ^ 

There was no question of his taking advic«^ from ilitterent parties. He 
talked of psychology. He talked loosely of appeal f(»r co-operation. Hut 
he never cared for popular support; he never honestly sought thi' co-opera- 
tion of all parties. He was saayeil b\ party piditics him.self. The party 
leaders \\ere -ent for on 17th May It is no secnM. The demanil was made 
by all, including the admiring group of the Eurojieaii I’arty, that the whcde 
scheme of the Government must he place<l in the hands of the leu<lers before 
any opinion could be expiesscd. A sidemn asMirance was given by the Civil 
Supplies Minister and the Chiel Minister that c<q»ies ol the scheme uhicli 
the Gon eminent had in view would 1 m* phieed betore the party letnler.s. W hat 
happened then^ .Days and weeks passed 'I'hen suddenly only a few dayH 
before the actual famous food diiv«* with an incompetent and ill-eijuippeil 
coachinun was to be started in Hengal. the party leaders were hurriedly 
summoned in the Hengal Legislatne Assembly House. W\* hud bwoi meun- 
while to some district towns and there wt* were given copies of tiie scheme 
by othei- who liad already received them, eiit ami dried, eiieiiluted through- 
(oit the e witij insirmuoris that il '*hould he given eflei-t ti> frmn the 

Sth or tbli dune. This earmniflage ot cousulfution hi'tween the Minister and 
the party leaders took place ahoul a few days before tlie actual food <lrive 
was to have started. That was the sr)it of <*o.operation whuh the new 
Ministry wanteti to de{>end upon to make a psy < hological approach to the 
problem. 

Now, Sir, what about the details of the food driver' I am not g(»ing to 
trouble the House with the details of the scheme. There is mme who will 
object or wdio can object to the pro[>osal that u censu.s of stocks should be 
taken ia the province. In fact that should have been done long ago and 
wa.s actually decided upon by the last Ministry . It is no secret that tbi» 
decision was upset by no other person than His Excellency the Governor 
himself who said that it was not necessary because there were more urgent 
and important things to be done, relating to the removal fd rice mid boats 
from the coastal parts of Hengal lest the Japs should come ami take advantage 
of these great resources of the province. 

Now,. Sir, so far as taking stati.stics i.s concerned, no one cun have any 
objection to that. But the scheme was much more than mere stock-taking. 
I got a copy of a Bengali pamphlet only this morning eoniing from a 
distant part of Bengal which is the real basis of the great scheme for which 
originality has been claimed by Mr. Subrawardy. D appears tha^ before 
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the new Ministry came into office a circular was issued by the Palli Unnayan 
Bibhag — I believe, the Village Reconstruction Department — under the sig* 
nature of Mr. Ishaque which was practically the basis of the scheme which 
the new Ministry after devoting hours and days of thought was supposed 
to have discovered for the benefit of the people of Bengal. There is one 
main difference in the scheme which Mr. Suhrawardy has placed before the 
people. While calculating the surplus stock Mr. Suhrawardy directed that 
children below four years of age of poor families were not expected to take 
any rice and should be excluded. Weil, he did not even know that they 
could not live on other fo(»d lik<^fIorlick’s milk and other delicious children *s 
food ordinarily available for richer people. Mr. Khaque, the Director of 
Rural Reconstruction, had the goodness of including even children who 
were aged l>elow’ four. Rut Mr. Suhrawardy came and the great reform 
he made was practically to suggest that children might be starved I (Mr. 
Kiran Sankah Roy: Becall^e he has no eliildren.) I do not know that, but 
tlii.s omission showed up his mentality ami methods. 

Then, Sir, what was the rt*sult of the food drive!'' The food drive went 
on. We stated from the beginning that the food drive wa.s not going to 
lead to anything but simply to criminal waste ot most valuable time. An 
order w’as issued under the Defence ot India Hiih's that no newspaper would 
be allowed to comment on the food <lrive unless the editoiiaU were placed 
before the Home Department for ])revious scrutiny. That was a taste of 
the new regime of the liberator ol Ireedom, t«) quote Mr. Sidditji. It people 
wanted to criticise and point (uit what was tumlameiitally wrong with the 
scheme — they \vere to l>e gagged and no article was to be published without 
pre-censoring by the Home Department. The scheme was made to cause 
a tremendous stir. What was exactly the scheme, we aske«l the Govern- 
ment (►fticers and Mr. Suhraw’ard\ at the conference \\e attended. What 
did the Ministrv actually intend to do.'' There was no guarantee to make 
up ileficits. In one place the Ministry stated that it wanted village self- 
sutticiency, it w'anted local .self-sutticiency ; it di<l not want that any surplus 
rice should be removed from any area unless the nee»ls ot that area were 
first met. In the same breath we found tliat ricdi traders and profiteers 
were allow'ed a free movement in all parts of the province and out of the 
panic of application of IMence of India Rule-^ ami forcible .seizure the rice 
which came out was purchased at fancy prices by these profiteers and traders 
w'ho were moving round Bengal like so nian> vultures and mainly removed 
the stocks to Calcutta areas. What was the result ^ The result was that 
whatever rice was or might be available was taken away from rural areas. 
Practically tbe entire rural area was denuded. And except on paper there 
was no attempt to make up deficits. Mr. Suhrawardy in one of his state- 
ments stated: “it was significant that this drive has already resulted in a 
sharp drop in prices.” Two or three such statements appeared and then 
the statements also vanished as rice began to disappear and the prices 
starteil rising up. has been discreetly silent about prices during the 
last fortnight. We have not yet received reports from all parts of Begal, 
but I take upon myself the responsibility for stating that in about eight 
distircts from which we received information the price of rice has already 
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gOfl€ up from 3 to 5 rupees per maund more than what it was on or about 
the 25th June, 1943. At Sili^ruri it is + Hs. 4-8; at Raiijfpur + Rs. 4; at 
Maaikganj, + Rs. 4; at Myiueusingh, -hRs. 4; at Netrokona, -f Ks. 0; at 
Jee8ore, + Rs. 5-8; at Khulna, + Rs. 5; at Satkhira. + Rs. 5; at Diuajpur,+ 
Ra, 5; and so on. That is the net re>ult of the food drive. And why were 
Calcutta and Howrah excluded!^ If you uere really «*i»oere and genuine, 
if you wanted that there should he a full .--tock- taking, you should have 
started W’ith Calcutta and Howrah. Wh\ did ii<*t nou fake the stocks of 
tho.se w’eulthy profiteers like Messrs. Ispuliarii t o, who, according to 
tlie Minister himself, can foda> forego a j>rofit of 4n lakhs for the benefit 
of rhe poor people of this province. There ni.i> lu* Shaw Wallace & Co., 
there ma\ he other people. Wh\ did you exclude these particular firms H 
AVhat was the reason I' The reason was that there were certain firms which 
cannot he easily touched; the rea‘*on wa.-< that fheie weri* ceriain t|uarters 
near which the might\ Mr. Suhrawardy dared not go, hei’uuse the,N were 
the people on wliom tlie Mini^ti^ had to depeiol tor e\i''fen(*e. So iliey 
had to he left out, and this so-called d!i\e had to he uiulerlaken against 
poor consumers and agriculturists, tlf eour'«e, aii\ stock-taking in ( iilcutta 
now would he meaningless, as stated in a leaflet rireulaf«*d h\ on<* of the 
sup]>orters of Mr. Suhiawar(l\ criticising his activities that even if a drive 
was now umlertaken in ( alcutta. one eanot gel at the truth heruiuse rice 
would he removed from this partiruilur area to other parts meanwhile. 

Now, Sir, so far the deficit is concerned, Mr. Suhrawanly has given 
u.s no information, for lie sa>s collection of stati.'«fjcs is not yet completed. 
The .statistic.s will never he puhiisheil for they would sliow c<dossal figures 
of deficit in every area. He says that he has received information that a 
surplus which would amount to six to seven million maunds has been 
secured. The figure is illusory as it doe*^ not take the <lefirits into account. 
Rut is he really correct about the figures!'' Six to seven million maunds 
means htt to 7tl lakhs of maunds. When Mr. Suhrawanly will give his 
reply I hope he will please check the .Mfafement he has made because it is 
contrary to a statement which, though not an authorised one, was published 
a few days ago in a ( alcutta newspaper to tlo* effect that thi* stock would 
be about eight to nine lakhs and not iiiillicms of maunds. Sir, there is some 
difference between 80 lakh" and H lakhs. Even if it is HO lakhs, as 
Mr. David Hendr\ ha.s pointed out, it would mean food for fifteen days 
onlv to the people of Hengal, on the supposition there was no rleficit, w^hich 
again was far from the truth. What then!' I wouhl ask Mr. Suhrawardy 
to answer this question, what next!" Before he launched upon this pro* 
gramme we warned him about a possible failure of the drive to discover big 
stocks sufficient to serve the people. We said, “\ou are evading your 
responsibility, you are throwing the entire responsihility on the people 
themselves. If you fail here, what next?’' He said, “I do not know’». 

Ttit Hofi’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I did never say that. 

Dr. tYAMAPRASAD M00KER4EE: Y«u did say: "1 do not know", 

II you want to witL<iraw the statement now, you are quite welcome. 
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Thf Hoil*bl0 Mf« Ha 8a SUHRAWAROYs I said I did not know what 
next to do. 

Dfa 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEEs Sir, he admits he said that he 
did not know what next to do^i Does he mean to saj’ that a responsible 
Minister should have launched upon this drive without making himself 
certain as to the steps he has to take next in case the drive fails, as it has 
indeed actually failed v Sir, is this the way in which he discharges his 
responsibility (Mr. Suhrawardy utters something.) It is no use his 
coming here and speaking in a tone which befits the residents of the Zoolo- 
gical (hardens. If the position he took up was that he did not know what 
he was going to do next in case the drive failed, I would say he shirked 
his responsibility and is not fit io hold his office. 

Sir, let me come to the constructive part of the Ministry’s activities 

the great free trade zone in North-Eastern India. That was a great triumph, 
Mr. Suhrawardy said. Sir Nazimuddin expanded him.-elf when he sai<l, 
“We have got free trade in Eastern India”. T()da\ that free trade is going 
to disappear without bringing an\ rice to Bengal or conferring any benefit 
to the jieojile at large, except the contribution ot Mr. Suhrawardy to make 
Mr. Isfiahani the sole purchas<*r for Bengal ( rovernnouit on mysterious terms 
to which 1 shall refer presently ! I say, Sir, that the Ministry bungled from 
the beginning by failing to take proper advantage of the free trade scheme 
on account of its haste, its indecision, its an.xiety to patronise particular 
firms and jierson.s. It thus lost a great (hance to serve the province. Sit, 
what should have been the duty of the Civil Supply lK*partment f 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY t Nonsense! 

8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEEs Nonsense is an epithet which 
applies to the ('ivil Supply Minister because he is today entirely devoid of 
sense, and if that means nonsense, he is nonsense personified. 

Now, Sir, HO far as Bihar or Orissa was concerned, what did Mr. 
Suhrawardy do? It is no use his trying to shout in irritating temper inside 
the Chamber. He has got to give replie>. I um giving him fact.s and let 
him reply by stating facts. What did Mr. Suhrawardy do with regard to 
Orissa and Bihar Why did he not negotiate with the (jovernment in those 
provinces He sent wealthy traders and other private individuals with full 
liberty to purchase rice. What was the result!' The price of rice there 
varied from Rs. b, Rs. 8 and Rs. 11) to Rs. l'> and Rs. 18. Immediately the 
prices startwl jumping up. Here were people with plenty of money in their 
pocket coming from Bengal, offering to purchase rice at any price. ^The 
re«ult was that like a blaze of fire famine conditions spread from Bengal to 
Orissa and Bihar, with this difference perhaps between 'the Orissa Ministry 
and the present Bengal Ministry that the Orissa Minister had the courage 
to admit that conditions were .serious and in one district alone during a 
fortnight 70 people died of starvation on account of famine conditions 
prevailing in Balasore and here on the other hand, facts are suppressed and 
Go\ernment responsibility is constantly evaded. That wa# the procedure 
adopted and that was how you lost the co-operation and sympathy of 
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aeighbouring provinces. You let loose wenlthy traders and individuals who 
wanted to profit by easy purchases in different parts of Orissa and Bihar. 
The Government of Orissa revolted; the Government of Bihar revolted. 
Then Mr. Suhrawardy tried to negotiate with them. I say. Sir. it was the 
clear duty of the Bengal Ministry to do it at the very first stage and that 
is the charge which I bring forward against it. Wh.\ did Mr. Suhrawardy 
hesitate first to go to Orissa and Bihar? as it because he, a protagonist 
of the Pakistan scheme, did not care to ask favtuirs from Orissa and Bihar 
as they formed part of the future Hindusthaii? Alas, tlie economic structure 
of Pakisthan is collapsing and Bengal, the future home of Pakisthan, has 
to be provided for through the generosity of adjoining Hindu provinces. 
Mr. Suhrawardy has to apply to the Central Government for help. Without 
a Central Government you cannot after all control the affairs id Bengal 
ami Imlia. He has to apply and run to Oris.su ami Bihar; and he told us 
“We may have to go to Nepal . 1 .suiil, why not go to Burma; you will 

get rice (iuickl.\ trom there and the prohlem may he .solved, if you are allowed 
to return Iiome I But let me ask in all seriousness, why did not 
Mr. Suhruwanl\ approach the Bihar Gi»\ernmeiit and Orissa Ministry and 
try to come to some settlement. Why did he nut go ami say to each, “(‘an 
you spare, say five or ten lakhs of maunds of rice for Bengal? We ore 
starving.” The question of price could have been fixed round the table 
between the Bengal, Ori.-»sa and Bihar Governments without allowing traders 
and profiteers and mid<llemeu to lilay havoc with prices. The Ministry 
could have approached the prohlem from that point of view but it did nut. 

I next come. Sir. to the <]Uestion of appointment of Ispuhani’s as the 
sole jiurobaser on hehalf of the Government of Bengal. I can at once say 
that I have nothing personal against Mr. Ispahani, much less do 1 know all 
the partners in the firm. It is not a personal i.s.sue; it is a question of principle. 
It was nothing short of a scandal that the Ministry should have appointed 
a particular firm us the sole agent, and what is more, advanced about two 
crores of rupees to that firm without u single scrap of document. Can 
Mr. Suhrawardy produce a single contract entered upon lietween Ispahani’s 
and the Government of Bengal? \Vhere is the direction taken from the 
Bengal I^egi.slative Assemhlv ? It is a mockery. We are sitting here as 
the Bengal Legislative Asr,eiiil)l\ trying to decide tlie fate of the province. 
The budget wu.s attempted to he brought in a hole and corner fashion. The 
budget has gone back, but even the budget that was presented for our con- 
sideration last week did not include this figure of rupees two crores or more 
which has already been advanced without authority to Messrs. Ispahani 
and Company. It is clearly an unauthorised and illegal expenditure from 
public funds the like of which it is difficult to find, unless you go back to 
the tantalising and mysterious surroundings of Pretoria Street about W'hich 
we heard a lot and the rest may lie narrated by Mr. Suhrawardy himself. 

Now., Sir, no terms and comlitions have yet been finally agreed upon 
between Ispahani 's and the Government of Bengal. I make this statement 
and let the Government contradict it if it dares to. Up till now there has 
been no written agreement between the Government of Bengal and Ispahani 
oo 
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No tenders were invited. The *terfli8 have not been offered to others, 
Ispahaiii's have refused to pay any security as demanded by the Government 
of Bengal. Will Government dare say ‘no’ ? Is it not a scandal of the 
first magnitude that at this perilous time two crores of rupees or more, of 
public money is to be handed over to a firm, a partner of which is a pillar 
of the party to which Mr. Suhrawardy belongs? It is said the purpo.se is 
to serve the millions of Bengal’s unfortunate children. Why, I ask you — 
and this has to be answered by Mr. Suhrawardy — why was this extraordinary 
procedure adopted? What was the necessity? Why were not tenders 
called? Mr. Suhrawardy says that the Chambers of Commerce were con- 
sulted. Such a brazen-faced falsehood was never uttered on the floor of the 
House. It has already been stated on behalf of the Bengal National 
(’hamber of Commerce that that Chamber was not consulted. The repre- 
sentative of the Marwari Chamber of ('ommerce yesterday got up and said 
that that Chamber was not consulted. I have the authority of the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce to say that that Chamber was not also consulted. 
Then why this deliberate attempt to delude the legislature and the public 
of Bengal? Why were not tenders called? You talk of foregoing of profit. 
What is this profit of Rs. 40 lakhs? What does it mean? I do not know 
what it means. Mr. Suhrawardy might be able to explain, but I suppose 
the position is like this. I am taking certain figures hypothetically. 
Ispahttui’s may have in their possessitui five lakhs niaunds of rice which at 
market rate today in Calcutta may be sold at Rs. 30 per maund. Supposing 
Ispahani’s come forward and say “We will ‘*ell this rice to you at Rs. 1^2 
per maund”. It means lor every maund Ispahuni's are suppo.Hed to give 
up a profit of Rs. 8 and if it is o lakhs of niaunds the total make* Rs. 40 
lakhs. But the point is at what i)rice did Ispahan i's purcha-^e originally? 
Should not there be an enquiry as regards the purchase value of this rice — 
whether it was Rs. 10 or Rs. 12 or Rs. I V? B> allowing Ispahuni's already 
to make a profit of Rs. 7 or 8 per mauml, you have filled their pocket with 
profit of 28 to 32 lakhs of rupees. Who is the profiteer, 1 ask? What is 
the policy of the present Government of Bengal in giving protection to 
favoured profiteers and allow them prosper and thrive on the miseries of 
the people of the province? I would appeal to the Muslim members who 
are sitting on the other side to consider the situation dispassionately and 
not treat this as a party question. It is not a question of Muslim League 
or Congress or this party or that. (Dr. AiU)i i, Motai.kh Malik: We learnt 
from you.) You did not learn from us. And if you di<l, why should you 
copy what is bad and pernicious. It is true that Isj)ahani's got a henamdar 
contract during the office of the previous Ministry but it is known that was 
done under the orders of the Governor of Bengal by the Joint Secretary. 
This has been mentioned by Mr. Fazlul Huq here on the floor of the House 
and the facts have yet to be challenged. May I ask in all seriousness how 
are these traiLsactions going on now? I am toKl there i.s a suggestion that 
IspahanRi will not purchase rice on their own account so long a* they 
serve #s Government agent, but that is a term which Ispahan! s want to 
modify, a tenu to which they have not yet agreed. Thejr have suggested 
that they should be given the permission to purchase on their own account 
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with the approval of the Director of Civil Supplies. These important terms 
have yet to be settled and meanwhile crores of rupees are being handed over 
from the public exchequer to a favoured member of the Muslim League 
Party. 

Sir, for far less serious allegations Mr. Hendry and his party lieoaiiie 
furious and withhtdd their supp(»rt to the pa>t Miiiistr>. There have beeu 
no allegations like these aguin>t the past Ministry. What are (hey going 
to do now They are sitting here like tame lamb.s and they will be takt a 
like dumb driven cattle to the lobby along with Mr. Suhrawardy. A certi- 
ficate has been given to the Ministry by Mr. Hendry and like a petulant 
child he has asked for a ceriiticate from the Ministry too! “I scratch your 
back and you scratch mine”. (A voice from the (Government Henches: 
They scratched your back also!) Sir, 1 am glad that my honourable friend 
said that. Yes, they tried to scratch our back, but when they found that 
it was something ditferent troin what fhe\ liked it to be and we were not 
prepared to scratch tiicirs. the Kurupeaii l‘ari\ turned to tlie side of the 
Opposition ill March last ami put the present MiiMstr\ in office. 


Now, Sir, the Hou.se would like to know from Mr Suhrawardy today 
wh> Mr. Mclnnes re<^igned. (Dr N ii.i.N \Ksin S\N\u. He was jirevailed 
upon to resign.) Mr. Mclnnes left his office in disgust. Does Mr. 
Suhrawardy dare deny that ^ I say. Sir, that Mr Mclnnes went away 
because he was disgusted with the manner in which the Minister waa 
administering the IVpartuient of (’ivil Supplies. Did he not say that if the 
affairs of this department were to be contndled in the interest of or aecord- 
ing to the wishes of one particular firm which was itself so closely involved, 
it is much better that (lovernuient should deal with that finn directly and 
not through a duiniiiy po^'t office ^ Sir, 1 shall not deal with this point any 
further except to say one word. (At this stage Mr, Abdiir Hahinan Siddiqi 
muttered something while sitting.) Sir, 1 am glad that Mr. Siddiqi has 
interrupted me and his conscience has been aroused. Mr, Siddiqi declared 
the other day that he was an indepedent member so far as questions of 
constitutionai practice were concerned. He need not be impatient. 1 shall 
now give him a prolilem of constitutional practice. If you will please refer 
to page Chapter I of Ma\ V Parliamentary Practice, there is a convention 
which ia supported by law that no member id the House of ('(unmons who ia 
a Dovernment contractor has the right to vote or even has the right to 
continue as a member of the House (»f ( oinmons. 1 I’unuot, Sir, actually raise 
a point of order. U'cause I know that this is not based on convention but on 
a definite statute passed by the British l^arliament. Now, Sir, Mr. Siddiqi 
i« famous for his knowledge of constitutional practice and conventions in 
England, in Turkey, in Spain, in France, in Belgium, in Honolulu and 
^erywh«re else. Will he now have the courage to admit that having regard 
to tl^s very' salutary principle— Mr. Ispahani and any other Government 
contractor— abould cease to be a member of the Bengal Legislative 
AesemblyP 
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Til# Hoil'bl# Mr# H. 8« 8UHRAWARDY S There were contractors during 
your Ministry. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Who are they? 

Th# Hoil’bl# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Look round and see them. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: If there were M. L. As. who were 
Government contractors, they should have been .similarly dealt with and 
they deserved no sympathy. One of the reasons why Mr. Suhrawardy 
condemned the previous Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour 
Department wa.s hi.s undue patronage and favouritism, ami now if 
Mr. Suhrawardy says that his .self-satisfaction lies in thinking that lie is 
following in the glorious footsteps f)f the last Ministry in this respect, 
perhaps with compound interest, the consolation will be his and of the 
party to which he belong.s. Hut let h\i»ocri.N\ then stand uninaske«l before 
the public of Bengal. 

The next point is with regard to the s\stem ot distribution. Here I 
shall be very brief With regard to tlie system of di.striliution Government 
says that controlled shops have failed and it pro])oses to «>pen Government 
shoots to the extent of HIM). Sir, 1 do not hold a brief tor controlled .sho|)s. 

1 know that controlled shops have failed in man\ cases for two broad 
reasons — (1) want of supply, and (2) corrujition in .some cases. M> point 
is that if contndled shops individually have failed on account of corruption, 
get rid of them. No one will come and find fault for any such action. But 
why do uwu> entirely with the ordinary channels of trade which is inconsis- 
tent with the policy pursued by any Government with regard to ilistribu- 
tion? 1 am not saying with regard to purchase. That 1 shall come to 
later. With regard to distribution, why should a proposal be made that all 
ordinary channels of trade are to be dispensed witli and Government shops 
are to be openeil ? What are these sliops ? To whom will they be offered? 
At what price? Gn what consideration and for what ureas? Now, Sir, 
the last Ministry deciiled that unless a man was in tra<le for at least three 
years, he would not be entitled to a controlled shop. That was a salutary 
check. Why has that order been ignored? Is it a hindrance in the way of 
distributing patronage on conimuual and political considerations? 

What about the ‘‘Grow More Food” campaign? What are the 
constructive proposals of Government? Food will not grow on paper and 
mere propaganda is an eye-wash. Every day we are getting letters from 
all parts of Bengal that there is a tremendous dearth of agricultural seeds 
and unless Government takes proper steps now, the next amati crop of the 
year will be a failure. What will be the result ? With the province 
practically denuded of rice and with the prospect of the next main crop 
failing; can you even visualise the dire consequences which will follow? I 
do not know whether the Ministrj* is receiving information, hut there has 
been an extraordinary loss of cattle suffering from particular diseases in 
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Afferent parte of the province. Cattle purchase for military requiremente 
has also proceeded on an enormous scale. One member of the Aaeembly 
who recently came from his native home said that out of 14 bullocks which 
he*had, thirteen had died of small-pox ami only one has lieen left alive and 
that is the general picture from different parts of the province. What are 
the constructive proposals of Government with regard to various asjiects of 
the “Grow More Food” campaign}^ Again, has the Ministry considered 
the dangerous consequences on public health due to spread of diseases and 
epidemics in the coming month.s which ma> well fall as the last fatal blow 
on the already shattered health and vitality of millions of Hengars unfor- 
tunate children’r What steps, I ask, have been taken to prevent deaths 
due to starvation and (liseaseP 

Now, Sir, what is the remedy!^ The remed\ is. Government must 
declare a famine ami aj)ply generously the normal provisions for meeting 
famine comlition*;. (f(»verninent must undertake full rt^stumsihility for 
feeding the jjeople of the pr«>vi!i(‘e and not indulge in a cheap doctrine of 
self-help or of forcible Icmns of nee, that barely exists, repaxahle by village 
committees w hen able, williout anv gmiruntei' from Government. \ on must 
take the responsihilitv for feeding the people <»r get out; ami let your 
masters, who have created tliis ^tate of aftairs in the province, the Britilsh 
Government which is tlie real ruling power, let the llritish (lovernmen^ 
take the respousihiiity tor feeding the peojde of Bengal ami maintaining 
peace and order. 

So far as the main prohlein is concerned, there must he a full and complete 
control over priccx and supplies. As Mr. llendrv put it, there are three 
ways of doing it. (iovernmeiit may make all purchases; the traders may 
purchase; or both (ioveriuiient ami traders nm\ purchase It is the Gov- 
ernment's coming to the market which has upset the situation completely. 
The .situation will never he ovenome unless Government takes full control. 
The traders cannot he given an unfettered jurisiliction because it meiirm 
depleting the province and unfair and inequitable jli.strihution. It is Gov- 
ernment which can take full control (d supplies and prices ami distribution 
leading to nit inning Hationing means guarantee of supply. Without 
supply rationing is meaningless What Government is doing is worse than 
rationing. Government is practically starving tlie peojde. There is no 
supply, and Government does not say that it will introduce rationing and 
take responsibility for the supply. IVople are prejmreil to suffer and sacri- 
fice. provided justire and e(|uity govern the principles of HUpjily and distri- 
bution, affecting all classes of j>eople. What sort of Government can tak# 
charge of this great responsibility ^ Not certainly an illegitimate offspring 
of intrigue, fraud and unconstitutionalisni, or a combination of hetrayem 
and strong partisans. At this supreme crisis in the history of the province 
it is not possible for any jmrty Government to take full control of supply 
and prices and undertake the responsibility for feeding six crores of people 
of Bengal. That i.s a .sheer imjwssihility. If the Muslim T^eague is in 
opposition and if this side forms the Cabinet, even then that Government 
cannot solve the problem. Indeed, we have got to forget party differences. 
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The Miniatrj' must enjoy the confidence of all sections of the people. If 
you are genuinely sincere in your attempt to help, there must be a national 
approach to the problem — not the sort of approach, prompted entirely by 
party and political considerations — and there should be a Cabinet consisting 
of representatives of all parties and groups who are willing to work together. 
(Mr. Rasik Lal Biswas: Including yourself?) Xot myself for I refuse to 
he a cat’s paw. Mr. Rasik Lal Biswas knows it ver\" well just as everj- 
one knows his own anxiety to go higher and higher up the ladder by freSh 
acts of betrayal and treachery. But there will be enough competent people 
who may be willing to shoulder responsibility. Party spirit must die out 
in the face of this common national calamity. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SuHRAWARDY : Hear, hear.) And that partv spirit will die out not by the 
shouts of “Hear, hear” by a Minister who is actuated only by party and 
communal considerations but by all agreeing to come to a settlement in such 
a manner as is conducive to the welfare of the province and not to any 
particular party which thrive.s on British patronage. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, 
Suhrawakdy : Hear, hear again.) 

Now, Sir, I would like to conclude, if I ma\, with a short reference to 
history. 1 shall not quote Bankimchamlra, lest it be said he held bia.sed 
views. Historians, British historians, have reiterated that cycles of famine 
and pestilence in the history of Bengal have come with strange precision 
and certainty. Hunter refers to the amazing circumstances under which 
the kingdom of Gour fell a victim to pestilence just when the Moghul 
Empire was spreading its arms round Bengal. In one year, that great and 
beautiful city which was the pride not onl} of Bengal but the whole of India, 
vanished, and as Hunter put it in his inimitable language, it became a 
hunting ground of tigers and monkeys. Then the Moghul Empire came, 
ruled and disajipeared. After some centuries, came the famous famine of 
1770 in Bengal known in Bengali as and that again just 

after the buttle of Plussey, when the British were trying to establish 
suzerainty over Bengal. That was the second cycle. Now, Sir, today we 
are face to face with another famine and grave economic crisis. AVhether 
the second cycle will continue to have a further lease of life or to the mis- 
fortune of Bengal, a third cycle of foreign domination is in sight, Heaven 

alone ku(»ws ! Reports of death, suffering and miser\ are pouring in from 
all parts of Bengal. Much as Goveruinent may try to suppress them or 
minimise their gravity by sweet-worded communiques issued by a pliable 
Ministry, the finger (»f Fate points irresistibly towards a strange and awful 
repetition of history. ’ l^et us ponder here for a moment, when history is 
going to repeat it.self, us regards the situation in Bengal when the great 
famine of 1770 took place. Now this is what Hunter .says. I would beg 
members to apply their minds to this picture and ask the 

Biitish authorities how they mean to discharge their obli- 

gation ill 1943. (Interruption by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi.) I 
know it hurts Mr. Siddiqi. (Mr. Abih'R Rahmax Sroniqi; It does.) 
There may be others in the House who are more merciful and who 
may have more tender feelings for the people of this unfortunate 
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Bengal. If Mr. Siddiqi coming from distant Sind is yet to be satisfied with 
the pile he has made from Bengal and has yet to rouse himself to have 
pity for the people of this province, I can only take pity on him. Now, 
Sir, here Hunter gives a picture of the famine of 1770: — 

“All through the stifling summer of 1770, the people went on dying. 
The husbandmen sold their cattle; they sold their implements of agricul- 
ture; they devoured their seed-grain; they sold their sons and daughters 
till at length no buyer of children could be found. They at^ the leaves of 
trees and the grass of the field; and in June, 1770, the Hesident of the 
Durbar affirmed that the living were feeding on the dead. Day and night 
a torrent of famished and disease-.slrickeu wretches poured into (he great 

city Streets were blocked up with promiscuous henjis of the dying 

and the dead. Interment could not do it.s work quick enough; even dogs 
and ja(*kals, the public scavengers of the east, became unable to accom})lish 
their revolting work and the multitude of mangled and festering (H)rj)i*ef» 
at length threatened the existence of the citizens.*’ 

Now', Sir, a similar j)icture was given by no less a person than Macaulay 
in his Life of Lord Clive: — 

“Tender and delicate women whose veils hn<l never been lifted before 
the public gaze came forth from the inner chamber in which Eastern 
jealousv had kept watching over (heir beauty, threw’ themselves on the earth 
before the passers-by and with loud wailings implored a handful of rice for 
their children. The Hoogldy every day rolled down thousands of corpses 
close to the porticoes and gardens of the English conquerors. The very 
streets of Calcutta were blocked up hy the dying and the dead. The lean 
and feeble survivors had not energy enough to hear the bodies of their 
kindred to the funeral [Jile or to the Indy river or even to scare away the 
jackals and vultures who fed on human remains in the face of day.” 

Sir, it is not stories but actual reports that we are getting from <lifferent 
part.H of Bengal — today 1 received half-a-d(»zen letters from different parts 
of the province — that scenes similar to what 1 have described are being 
enacted already. Sir, the question wliich I wr»uld like to pul to the House 
is: What is (he solution of this great calamity':^ Where will our parties 
be. where shall we he. if life in Bengal comes to an abrupt end, not on 
account of any ravages of nature as had happened on previous occasions but 
on account of a wnmig policy pursued by the authorities responsible for the 
administration of this province and country? For nearly twM> centuries the 
people have been bled to death, exploitation has gone on unchecked, 
During the last four years for the so-called purpo.ses of the war the interests 
of the common people have been nitlilessly sacrificed and they have today 
almost reached death’s door. 

Now, Sir this is what Macaulay says giving his rea-sons for the serious 
state of affairs in Bengal in 177lh “No doubt nature did its work, but over 
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and above nature there were the effects of misgovernment of English admi* 
nistration just before 1770.’* And these are the actual words of 
Macaulay; — 

“Every servant of British factory was armed with all the powers of his 
master; and his master was armed with all the powers of the Company. 
Enormous fortunes were thus rapidly accumulated at Calcutta whilst thirty 
millions of human beings were reduced to the extremity of wretchedness.’’ 
-—(Could anyone paint better the sordid picture of the foundation of the 
great trusteeship of British rule in India )— “They had been accustomed 
to live under tyranny, but never under a tyranny like this. They found the 
little finger of the Company thicker than the hjins of Surajah Dowla. 
Under their old masters, they had at least one resource; when the evil 
became insupportable, the people rose and pulled down the (lovernment, 
but the English Government was not to be so shaken off. That Government 
oppressive as the most oppressive form of barbarian despotism was strong 
with .all the strength of <*ivilization. It resemided the Government ot evil 
genii rather than the government of human tyrants.” 

This is the picture of how English rule started in India nearly two 
centuries ago. Today we are in 194d. Are we in any better jmsition today 
to serve our own people and country and save them from the hands of 
organised exploiters and adventurers'' My appeal to you is this. T<Klay 
every one knows that the ultimate responsii)ility for this state of affairs 
rests on the British administrators in India. The.\ wanted first to j>rovide 
for their trocjps. They wanted to cater for those who were directly or in- 
directly concerned in war efforts, forgetting their great respfmsibility to 
the people of the country who must be fed and kept alive. We in Bengal, 
Mr. David Hendry reminds us, are on the border ot the Eastern War Zone. 
How will this war be moiiY If Bengal is fami.shed, if Bengal is ruined, 
can the war be won ^ Will peace and morale ever remain intact y Is it 
Bengal’s fault that we are suffering like thisy Whose fault is it that Burma 
felly Whose fault is it that Singapore felly It was iu»t the fault of Bengal. 
Why then should the people of Bengal suffer y AVe have got to get from 
the Government of India and the British Government supplies, immediate 
supplies, (if foodstuffs for the people of Bengal. (A voick from thk Etro- 
PK.\N GRori»: Why don’t you go to Tojo, who i*. your pal?) That is the 
way in which we are to expect a reply from the European Group. Does 
my friend seriously suggest that we should look to Tojo for supply of rice 
and food and not to Briti.sh Government F AVill he advise Mr. Amery to 
say so publicly in the House of Commons? There could be no more ignoble 
end of British rule in India than such an abject admission of failure. He 
says that Tojo is our pul. It has yet to be decided by the verdict of history 
as t© who are our pals. If after 170 years of British association with India, 
Bengal is going to be starved and famished likPthis, you are not certainly 
our pal. That much I can say. AVhether Tojo is our pal or not, it remains 
to be seen and I shall say no more just now. 
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So far as the obligations of the Government of India are concerned, you 
jttat look into the figures. The wheat quota of Bengal for 1943 — 
Mr. Suhrawardy will corect me if I give wrong figures — was 224,000 tons. 
Th4 normal quota in peace time is about 21 lakhs of tons. So, there is no 
additional wheat given to Bengal on account of the pre.sent serious emer- 
gency. But how much of this has come in VM'>\ fnuu the Government of 
India?' Only about od.lHM) tons: in other wtirds. 2o j>er rent, of our quota. 
Mr. Suhrawardy t^id that Bengal would live on other alternative substitutes 
such as jowar, maize ami bajru. What was the quota for 19431^ Two lakhs 
of tons. And how much has actually ariivedi' Abimt 1(1. (KM) tons. What 
is the use of Mr. Suhrawurd> getting up and making soothing speeches and 
false promi.sesJ' What is the use of the (io%’ernmen( of India issuing mis- 
leading communiques from time io time, if shij>s cannot bring wheat from 
Australia and if food-grains cannot be brought to Bengal from other parts 
of India. Every Indian member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, should 
rise to a man. There should be a (lovernnient, strong ami representative, 
whom the India (ioveinment or (he British (lovermnent or the real masters 
of the Bengal (foveiinnent will m>t be able to flout. A message should be 
sent to the Prime Minister of England that in view of the serious jutsition 
that threatens Bengal it i" <lisjihtrous to the interests ot the Allied Powers 
themselves not to suppl\ neeessurv foodstuffs to Bengal : it should be regard- 
ed as a war measure ami there should be no more tinkering with it. If (he 
higher authorities fail, the Ministry should abandon all responsibility and 
come out of office. Let us then see how peace and mlministrutiou can 
continue with (he help of the (iovernor and his coterie of officials. 
If Mr. Suhrauard> can onl> effect this 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I agiee with him. 

Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: He agrees soinetiimvH with all 
points, 1 know there is a dawn of returning sense in Mr. Suhrawardy. If 
he really agrees, then let him forsake |mrt\ loyalty and domination; let us 
all combine and put foiward our demand on behalf (d (he people of Bengal 
irrespective of race, community or colour and stand by them in (his hour 
of supreme crisis, (('heer^.) 

(At this stage the House was adjournetl for fifteen minutes.) 

(AftfT ad jouru nirnt . > 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUdA: Mr. .Speaker, Sir, after the m<»st brilliant 
and comprehensive speech of Dr. Syamaprasad Mixikerjee dealing w'ith 
various aspects of the food prohlem in (his prfivjnce, I feel a little ill at ease 
to discuss the food situation tonight. Nevertheless, Sir, I feel (hat there 
are moments in the life history of a nation when silence is criminal. Believe 
me. I aftn not going to discuss the antecedents of the present Ministry', I am 
not going to enter into those questionable tactics that have been adopte*d to 
hustle the old Government out of existence and instal the new Government 
in office by resorting to a constitutional improprietN which finds no parallel 
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moznent. I would not refer to figures that were quoted yesterday by luy 
eeteemed friend Mr. Pramatlia Nath Baiierjee, which have shown that in 
spite of all tall talk, in spite of the removal of embargo on the nnovement 
of Commodities, in spite of all the facilities that are thrown open to them 
by the Government of India, the problem has not at all been solved. Prices 
have shot up beyond calculation; prices are going up because the food-gx^ins 
of the country have been drained out. The policy of the Government has 
not merely been defective, but lacked that clear insight into the realities 
of the situation, (jovernment have not taken stock of the real position, 
have not taken any first-hand inf<u'mation (»f the actual difficulties that the 
people have got to face. Sir, it is possible to talk of psychological approach, 
it is possible to talk of political approach; it might amuse the Hoirble 
Minister himself, it might amaze the public to talk of this and that. But 
we actually find that the people of the mofussal area are dying, ai’e struggling 
for their very existence, are .snatching away morsels of foot! fnmi the dust- 
bins, from the refuse and sweepings that are thrown into the dust-bins, out 
of the dainty dishes serve<l on the table to a pampere<l aristocracy. W# 
have reports from the mofussal, from my <»wn constituency and from other 
district. s of Bengal, that jieople are not merely starving, not merely struggling 
for their existence, hut are «lying hy hundn*<ls. No Government officiiil has 
the courage to publish the fact that deaths are occurring and that people are 
starving. The (iovernment instead of helping the poor people out. of their 
difficulties, instead of saving them from the jaws of death, they are gagging 
them, they are suppressing free expression of public opinion, they are 
muzzling public opinion in every po.ssihle wu> . Sir, this is the poaition that 
coulnmts us. 

Sir. you will permit me to read out (‘ertain portions. I have no quarrel 
with Mr. Suhraward> or with the (>(»vernment which he represents for 
having launched tlie recent anti-hoarding campaign to unearth stocks that 
might have been hoarded in un> part of the country; but there is something 
not merely suspicious, but definitely mischievous to have excluded llowTah 
and (alcutta which contain the largest number of profiteers, boarders 
and middlemen. Gn the one hand. Sir, the pcdicy of the floverniiient in 
excluding Howrah and ('alcutta from the anti-hoarding campaign has 
defeated the very purpo.se of this drive, on the other hand hy throwing open 
the markets of the Kn‘<t<»rii /ame to the agents i>f buyers jind middlemen in 
Calcutta and Hctwrah along with Government ap]K)inted agents it has created 
an unfortunate situation in the countr\. resulting in the shooting up oL 
prices in the mofussal areas in Bengal as also in the neighbouring provinces^^^ 
The re.sult of this piecemeal drive has been anything but satisfactory. 
Seven or eight million or eight lakhs r»f iiiauiids of hoarding — I do not know 
the exact figure — and Mr. Suhrawardy i-' nervous to aiinouni‘e in any certain 
terms the results of his anti-hoanling campaign unearthed as a result of the 
focsl drvve are not sufficient even to meet the requirements <*{ Bengal for more 
than a fortnight. But if Mr. Suhrawardy had the courage, the candour, 
honesty of purpose, he should have applied the same rneastires to How'rah and 
Calcutta a.s well, irrespective of any consideration. But he dares not, Sir, 
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antagonise vested interests; he dares not, because he depends for his very 
existence on the tender mercies of these people. He dares not estrange 
the sympathies of his political confreres either; whatever may be the 
intensity of the people’s sufferings, however bitter may be the miseries of 
the people- The reason, Sir, is upt administrative, but political; the policy 
being inspired by no lofty motive, but by an unnatural desire to cling to 
office regardless of human sufterings. But whatever may be the administra- 
tive reason. Sir, the primary duty of any administration or any Government 
in any civilised country of the world is to take the responsibility of feeding 
the hungry and chithing the naked. 

Sir, it is encouraging to find that this m(»ve — should I say, a sinister 
move —on the part of the Bengal Government has not escaped the notice 
of the Government of India. The Hon’ble Food Minister of the Govern- 
ment of India, Sir Azizul Haque, has suggested that without any further 
delay these two big industrial centres, Howrah and Calcutta, should be 
brought under the operation (»f the anti-hoarding drive. But the Govern- 
ment merrily goes on unsympathetic to the cr\ of distress fnnn millions of 
people of Bengal, to the agonies of heljdess mothers in desi)erate .search of a 
morsel of food for their suckling babies and of famished fathers who snatch 
away a few morsels from the sweepings in the dust-bins. 

I had a friendly talk the other day with a Muslim League friend without 
importing any political consideration into the di.scussion. 1 a.sked him 
“How are you going to save the food crisis and relieve the miseries of 
suffering milli<ms!'“ He said “God alone knows; (fod alone can save.*’ 
I appeal to (fod, I pray to God that He might make it possible for better 
sense to dawn on the masters that be in the land. It reminds me of that 
memorable sentence of Wordsworth — “Mucli it grieved m\ heart to think, 
what man has made of man*’. It is not G(k 1. it is man who by his anti-social 
activities, it is this (fovernmeni b\ it.*' un.synipathetie attitude, an attitude 
impervious to reason, imjiervious to frantic appeals from the people (d Bengal, 
impervious to their sufferings, unsympathetic to the cry and agonies of the 
people that has coinjilicated the situation and poisoned the whole atmosphere. 
We are not free people, we are emasculated, we are helpless. One political 
cataidysm after another, revolution a^^er revolution, shock after shock, one 
degrading measure after another, repression after repre.ssion have laid us low 
politically, suckeil us dry economically, bled us white c<»mpletely and dragged 
us down from the height of glory to the tlepth of degradation ami humilia- 
tion, If we could have taken the law in our own hand, these millions of 
people would liave risen in revolt and would have made it impossible for any 
Government that exist in the land to ignore their sufferings and to ride 
roughslunl over their feelings. 

Sir, no Government can exist except through the co-operation and 
sympathy of a contented civil population, but Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy’s 
statement reveals a lack of appreciation of the realitie.s of the present 
fituatlon and utter indifference to the mi.series of the people. Instead of 
trying to get a first-hand iiifoniiation of the actual difficulties that face the 
province at the present moment, instead of trying to satisfy the hunger of 
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millions of people, instead of taking the entire responsibility on themselves 
to feed the people, they have shifted the responsibility on to the people 
themselves. Who are these people. Sir? They are people who are dying 
of starvation, people who are weighed down by miseries and sufferings, 
people w'ho do not hesitate to satisfy their hunger out of the refuse that is 
throwm in the streets, people who do not refuse to share the same food with 
dogs and sw’ine. Sir, 1 have heard of cases where people have snatched 
awav food from dogs’ share. This is the .state of things which has been 
prevailing in the province. 

I am not raising, Sir, an alarmist cr\ . It is not an exaggerated view. 
In season and out of season we have come across not one or two cases, not 
one or two dozen cases, but hundreds of oases where people have gone with- 
out food not for one or two days, not for one <*r two weeks, but for weeks 
together. I have ])ersonally come across cases like this in the mofussal 
areas, but that cannot be published becau.se the (Government of IVengal with 
an unsympathetic attitude will gag free expression of public opinion. Sir, 
this Legislative Assembly is the only forum where we can ventilate the 
grievances of suffering humanity. The Legislative Assembly, thank Oml, 
is the only place where in spite of the false assurance.s of the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster, in spite of his spacious promises, in spite of misstatements and 
misleading statements that have been is.sued fn»m time to time, W'e can 
ventilate the grievames of suffering humanity and state real facts which 
can alone tlirow light on the leul situation. If ^Ir. Suhraw'ardy could have 
the courage, if he could have the candour and honesty to confess the real 
truth in the name of humanity, in the name of justice and (airplay, in the 
name of suffering millions, then I am sure he w'oulil have the blessings of 
God .showered upon him. 

Sir, despite the sliortage of foodstuff's iu the province which has l>een 
admitted on more than one (M'cusion by the then Premier, my revereil leader, 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, and which was borne out by Mr. Suhrawardy’s ow'ii 
political collaborator, Mr. M. A. H. Lspahuni, on the Ktth March, 11143, 
Mr. Sahid Suhra wanly did not hesitate to issue a misleading statement that 
there was no .shortage of food. Sir. Purina rice had been cut off after the fall 
of Burma in December, 11141. ITuge quantities of fooilstuffs had been 
exported out of the country to meet the requirement.s at Ceylon, Mauriiiui, 
Iraq, Iran and East Indies. The.se facts are know'n. In spite of that I do 
not understand how Mr Sahid Suhraw’ardy could indulge in this misleading 
statement. There were military requirements which had to Ik* satisfied. 
There were sundiis population in India whose demand had to be met; there 
were evacuees from Burma whose <lernuiid bail also to be satisfied. Over and 
above that there w’as shortage of supply due to the cutting off of supplies 
from Burma. In considenvtiim of these facts there was absolutely no deny- 
ing that there w'as shortage of foml. Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy in his llotnry 
Club speech confessed, though indirectly, to a sense of disappointment and 
despair that he had to stretch his hands to the other adjoining provinces to 
get supplies evidently to cover the deficit. Why this anxiety, why this 
frantic effort to stretch his hands across the borders of the province to get 
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more supplies, to get more foodstuffs? He admitted that indirectly because 
that was a statement which might belie his previous statements. There- 
fore, indirectly and in a clandestine fashion he confessed to a sense of 
disappointment and despair that there was a shortage of food. This was. all 
the more borne out by his anxiet\\.to get supplies from other provinces after 
the removal of embargo on the movement of commodities in pursuance of 
the policy of free trade. I am afraid all the plans, all the measures hitherto 
adopted by the Government have not only been defective but guided by a 
lack of perspective and a clear sense of the realities of the situation. Sir, 
it is illogical, it is inconsistent to talk of free trade and shortage of supply 
on account of difficulties of transport in the same breath. The policy of 
free trade can only succeed if there is abandant supply within the country; 
but it has been proved that both in India as also in the province of Bengal 
there is no adequate supply commensurate with the requirements of the 
country and the province. Then, again, the policy to allow free licence to 
private agents along with (Jovernment to jmrchase any quantities of rice 
from the neighbouring provinces as also from the mufassal areas lias only 
succeeded in squeezing out foodgrains from the Bengal rural homes and 
filling up the store house of C alcutta’s stockists and hoarders. It has sucked 
mufassal ureas absolutely dry. Instead of solving the food problem of 
Bengal, it has complicated the situation in other provinces also and has 
helped to raise the prices there to the same level as those prevailing in our 
own province. Then again. Sir, control over sujiply and distribution of 
foodgrains and other commodities is absolutely meaningless until we are 
assured that export is comjiletely stopped, whatever might he the stock 
position today, whatever might he the result of the anti-hoarding drive and 
Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy has given an unstinted tribute of admiration to the 
officers and the various committee.^ set up under the protecting wings of his 
officers, I definitely state that there is shortage of foodstuffs in the jirovince, 
and I say this with all the force at my command; it cannot he disputed, it 
cannot he questioned that the results of the food drive have been highly 
unsatisfactory. 


I would refer to a certain portion of my s]>eech delivered in March last on 
the floor of this House. In that speech I definitely made certain suggestions. 
First of all. I said that export of rice and paddy from Bengal should be 
prohibited. I have yet to ascertain whether exjmrt of rice has yet been 
prohibited. If export is not prohibited, whatever quantities of rice are 
imported from outside, supposing the quantities of rice exported are more 
than the quantities of rice imported, more than the stock which is in hand 
there is no meaning in tlmt import. Whatever might he the quantities of 
foodstuffs imported from other parts of India, Government should arrange 
for immediate stoppage of exp<irt from inside the province. Government, 
Sir, did recently arrange for import of paddy from other parts of India, but 
the whole policy has been defeated because Govenment did not accept the 
suggestion that we made on the last oi'casion that the existing stock 
throughout the province should be ascertained and prices of commoditief 
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must be fixed once for all. Unless prices are fixed, this unhealthy competi* 
tion between the agents of middlemen and profiteers and agents of Govern- 
ment will lead to the raising of prices to an abnormal extent. This has been 
the actual result. Government s policy throughout has been so defective, so 
illogical, so miserably lacking in any sense of the realities that, I am 
afraid, it does not do any credit to a man of Mr. Salieed Suhrawardy's 
intelligence. Not till there are sutiicient toodstufts to cover the deficit, 
all schemes would be nothing but a meaningless cant intended to dec^jive 
the public into thinking that everything is all right and the situation is 
going to be brought under control, when acluall\ things are quite the other 
away about. 

Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy, while critici.^ing Mr. Fazlul llu()'s Government 
on the last occasion, remarked thiit the adjoining provinces were reluctant 
to part with their surplus food.stuffh sitnjdy because they were definitely 
convinced that Mr. Huq's (joveriiinent was a Government consisting of 
nincompoops and inefficient and incompetent men. May I know why are 
these Provincial Governments toda> refusing to suppl> surplus foodstuffs to 
Mr. Suhrawardy!^ Should I repeat his language and say this Government 
consists of nincompoops, hirelings of the bureaucracy, creatures of vesteil 
interests, miscreations of Sir ’lohii Herbert!^ These gentlemen have l>eelfc^ 
installed in office on account of u c<institutional impropriety w'hich baa no 
parallel in the history of the v(»rld. May I know why ttHlay the adjoining 
provinces are refusing sup)ilies to Mr. Sahid Suhrawafdy in apite of his 
fr.antic eflorts to approach the (iiivernmeiit of India, in spite of frantic talks, 
conversations and confabulations that have been carried on from day to day 
and from week to week between the adj<uning (iovernments and his own 
Government!^ That showh that Mr. Sahid Suhruwardy's criticism was not 
based on triitli or any sense of fair-play and justice. ^ 

Sir. I am not here to defend the old (iovernment. But I cannot help 
contradicting a statement which Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy made at a Press 
Conference on the Idth May, l!t4‘l 1 will <juote frf»in his own speech. He 
“rebutted the prevalent idea that exp<»r< and the denial policy of the last year 
were responsible for the situation and adtled that these factors were 
exceedingly unimportant in relation to the stock position as it really was.” 
Again on the 17th May Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy said that “the greatest offence 
of the last Ministry's food policy was insistence on sliortuges ami encourage- 
ment given to hoarders and black iiiarketeers. There was no need for panic*. 
Exports were nil ami imports from the Government of Imlia were consider- 
able” and .so on and so forth. Mr. Sahid Suhrawardy’s urgumetif has been 
contradicted, challenged, di.sputed and que.stioncMl on the floor of this House. 
Mr. Suhra wanly has no answer. Sir, political 4Jensiderations very often 
colour the vision of many a responsible man and cloud the entire perspective. 
My revered Leader, Mr. Fazlul Huq, while explaining the reasons for his 
resignation recently on the floor of the House, has given a cruel reminder of 
the effect of the denial policy of the Government of India in pursuance of 
which a particular officer of the Government of Bengal under the inatmc- 
tions of the highest authority in the land advanced Rs. 20 lakhs for purchase 
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of foodstu^s from the denial areas to an unknown person without any agree- 
ment being entered into, without any terms being settled and without the 
knowledge and consent of the then Coalition Government. Added to this the 
removal of boats which are the means of transport in the district* of Eastern 
Bengal bordering on the Bay of Bengal saw the beginning of the serious 
troubles that were to grow in dimensions as days rolled on. In spite of the 
protests of the old Government the denial policy was pursued relentlessly, 
and in a few months of the execution of the policy Barisal, Khulna and a 
good many other surplus districts were converted into deficit areas, and the 
country gradually drifted from a bad to worse condition. In consequence of 
this policy, Sir, stocks were hoarded in Calculta to satisfy reciuirements 
other than those of the civil population and the poor people were left to the 
tender mercies of hoarders, stockists and i)rofiteers. The removal of boats 
from the denial areas further affected the economic life of the Province. 

And the cyclone of Midnapore devastating the entire district added to ihe 
gravity of the situation. All these facts contributed tow'ards worsening the 
food situation in the province. In spite of all this Mr. Suhrawardy has the 
courage to say that there is no shortage. Mr. Suhrawardy brought up in the 
lap of luxury hardly realises the sufferings ot the masses in the mulassil areas 
at the present moment. Free expression of public opinion has been gagged. 
Any public criticism of the Government policy has l>een banned, Mr. 
Suhrawardy himself admitted in his last speech while attacking the old 
Government that every one was in the grip of shortage and no>v in .spite of 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s recent statements that shortage persists. 

May I appeal to my honourable friends opposite and ask them how they 
can, consistently with the jiledges given to tlieir own const ituem ies, support 
the Government which has not merely failed to solve the fooil problem, but 
has succeeded iiuaggravating the situation all the more. The policy which 
has been adopted is not merely defective, but injurious to the cause of the 
country. It has been designed for cheap political clap-trap, for consolidating 
the position of the jmrly and of the members of a particular family and not 
for i-enlly solving the serious food problem. 

May I, in this connection, also appeal to the members of the European 
group who are making great sacrifices to save their Empire? We w’ant to 
make it sufficiently clear that not only we do not stand in their way, but 
they have our unstinted co-operation in the pro.secution of war efforts 
provided only they support us in our attempts to save our people who are 
on the verge of starvation. After all whatever may be their assurances that 
they are fighting for liberty and to make the world safe for democracy, 
liberty and freedom have absolutely no meaning for us. Our only purpose is 
to find food for our hungry millions. We have to relieve the distress of 
suffering humanity, to help people from starvation and to rescue them from 
the jaws of death. 

On this issue I would once again appeal to my Muslim friends opimsite to 
aink all political differences and hush all political controversies. It is only 
on the basis of a Government which would inspire confidence in the minds of 
all sections of the people, it is only on the basis of a Government composed 
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oi b11 sections and classes in this House that the acute food problem can be 
solved. If we have got to depend upon the sweet-will, if we have to depend 
upon the good grace, if we have to depend upon the tender mercies of vested 
iuterests the problem can never be solved. AVe have got to protest against 
the highhandedness and uncalled for interference from whatever quarters 
they might come — an attitude amply proved by the protest.^ that Mr. Fadul 
Huq lodged in season and out of season during his regime. 

AVith these few words. Sir, I support the motion moved bv my friend, 
Mr. Chaudhuri. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mi. Speaker, Sir. 1 can follow the 
advice given h> the honouialdt* member for the I’nivei^itv t>f Cali’iitta in the 
latter part of his speech and ti\ and speak on the subject before Us tonight 
in a detached way and try to place before the Hoirblo Minister, through you. 
a few suggestions that have come to m\ miml Hut befoie I »lo so. 1 should 
like to give m> own tieisun.d impressKui regarding one or two points that 
have been uqieatedly mentioned }>\ homuirahh^ meml*ers op|>osite 

It iias been said, Sii. that the\ w(*re not gnen that large* number of IS 
civilians and <>lber (dlicets tin* pies<*nt Ministr\ has 1»\ His Kxeellenev the 
(Tovernor oi th(*\ wmihl have solved the inod pnddeni helore the\ left ollice. 
Is :t possible, . tliat. it t licit statements ar<* eorreet, tber»* was a sns])!eion 
in l.);jliei (juaiteis tbat the intention ol llie tli(*n Cabinet was actually to 
laki* the position fioni bail to worse for the reason tbat eondilions at tbat 
time in the country were sucli that then* was a general o]iinion that un\ thing 
and ever; thing done hv tlo* (lovernment should he upset and should be 
spoilt y Heiiig suspect, naturally they did not get tbat stipjuut wbieli they 
cxpei ted becatise getting sucb stijipoit ami llien not doing tlie thing would 
bavi* worsened the position. 

Sir. there is anothei j>oint to whiidi the lioiiouiable m(*mber for the 
University of Calcutta drew the jnuiited attention of (he Ilotise and in 
explaining his viewqioint, he deliberately tried to mislead you and the House 
by saying that inemhers of this House who happen to be connected w'ith 
commercial organisations working with the (lovernment should «lo this and 
should not d<j that. Sir. I beg to suggest (hat limited liability companies 
and concerns are outside the ojieration of that suggestion. 

May I also remind the House, through you. Sir, that 1 have been called a 
Sindhi on many occa.sioiis. I am as much a Sindhi as you are. 1 have 
nothing to (b> with Sind. If I were to go to Sind and tell a Sindhi that I 
was a Sindhi, he would simply drive me out of the province. 

My' own personal opinions about this problem are tbat neither the 
previous Ministry nor thi.s Afinistry nor the one before that is responsible 
for our troubles today. I hold those people responsible who showed com- 
placency in Malay, in Burma and in the many pndilems affecting India. 
The Government of India was caught napping. This country^ was called th» 
arsenal of everything that could be found for the Egyptian front. Food- 
stuffs were sent out recklessly. Organisations were started in Ix)ndon and 
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their agents appointed here sent all they could out of the country. And all 
the time the great military experts never expected that Japan would jump 
into the field of battle as it did. The result was that Burma went out of our 
hands and with it the rice we used to import from there, llice that we 
should have retained in the country ^ent out, as I have said, for war purposes. 
The (jovernment of India is the main culprit in this field and not any other. 

1 should also like to point out— and I entirely agree with the Hon’ble 
Leader of the Pluropean (iroup — that the mind of the (ioverriment of India 
is not i>roperly made up in regard to the application of the principle of free 
trade. \\ e get one instruction today ami another tomorrow, with the re.-ult 
that nobody knows either here or at the (‘entre what i.s going to be the policy' 
tomorrow . 

Imagine, Sir, free trade within a limited area called the Eastern Zone 
with the Eastern States thrown in and leaving the rest of India to do as it 
pleased. I may also jxiint out to the House, through \ou, Sir, that there 
has been a “rebellion” in almost every jiiovince. The Prime Minister ot the 
hrontier Provima* a(‘tually declared it publicly that if one grain was taken 
out of the Frontier I^rovince he would become a rebel and not allow the 
(government of India to take it out and this, and now I am sjieaking on high 
authority, has been tiu* (‘ase with the other juovim'es also. The scheme, 
although too late, which the (lovernment ot India trn*(l to place byfoie the 
country was sabotaged not by the pe<>ple but b\ lh(‘ Piovmcial ( ioveiiiments 
in many ]»rovinces. 1 he (lovernmiMit ot Imlia, not being couiageous 
enough, could not put this official “ladiellion down ami in the net result we 
in Bengal have been placecl in a most awkward ami precaiious ]»osition. In 
this connection I offer a suggestion for what it is wmth and 1 hope the 
Hon’ble Minister for ( ivil Supjdies will conve\ it to tin* ( entie. This 
tinkering with the junblem will not <lo The (fovernmenl of India must 
come out as one buyer in the whole countr\, and the (lovernment of India 
must take upon itself the res])onsibility as one seller and one distiibutor all 
over the country. Every grain in the country must be taken possession of: 
otherwise, deficit jirovinces and surplus provinces and all other nonsenses 
which have brought us to this pass toiluy will continue. I shall not enter 
into any argument about things that have been said and what the Muslim 
League was going to ilo or not going to do, but this much may lie uttered 
that so far us human effort is concerneil I can assure liommrahle memhers 
opposite that no stone shall he left unturned to gra})ple with the situation 
provided the gentlemen at the (^eiitre di» not poke theii noses awkw'ardlv into 
a very difficult problem which they have not yet understoo<l well. 

May I, Sir, also point out to the Hon’hle Minister for ('ivil Supplies that 
there is such u thing as fish in Bengal which requires his imme<liate and 
careful attention. Bengal lives on rice and fish, but I have my doubts it 
the Government has paid that attention to the supply of fish which it 
deserves. Fish might prove a great help to the people in the districts, 
especially along banks of the rivers, as supplementary to what they get of 
fice and oereali. 
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Another problem, Sir, whiob. although it may take a bit of time, det^erves 
the attention of the Hou’ble Minister, — is to create Consumers’ Co-oiw»rative 
Societies. The> will be tinanciull> cheaper than official organ iaa^tions and 
in <5ertaiy directions the rapacity of either the otficial or the money-lender or 
the profiteer or the husinessmaii will be compietel> eliminated. We may 
not be able to start them at once but the subject dtavs re(|uire immediate 
consideration at the hands of the Hon’ble Minister. Argument was also 
raised in the debate (hat llcngal being on the war front aiul there being so 
many extra men in the army to be fed. the chances of the p(*ople of Ilengul 
getting sufficient food aie ilistuibcd. Tliat, Sir. i.-^ imt coirei’t, .m> far as my 
knowledge goes. The foml foi the arin\ roni«*s from the Centre and there- 
fore it does not affect our puddem at all TIh‘ lionouiabic member represent- 
ing the Ijundholder.s’ Constituen(\\ aKo mmlc mention of the refugees. 
Most of the.s<‘ refugees arc lleugulis b\ origin Tlie\ cannot go to an,\' other 
province. I have had .Mimclhirig to do with this problem. ’Fln'se rcfugtM»s 
also are u Central rcsponsibilit \ . A imiMinum of two laklrs ot reIngees 
(*aniiot run away with all the food in Ifengal Hut. Sir. in the last analysis, 
as I am tr\ing to h»ok at it. the pnddem icsolve*' itstdf into “one bn\cr and 
one sclh'r '. That alone will take us <iut of the bog into which we arc today. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mi S]MMker. at the f.ig mid of the 
debate w htm e\erN ( (Uiceiv ,ible point h.is been (liscus^ed with nbillt v and 
some time with .some amount ot lempei .md when membern must be tired 
ot hearing the same argument ovei and over .igain. I have no desire to 
make a long sp(‘ech I shall be bri(‘f and I shall tr\ to lie to the jioint, 

Mr. Speak<‘r, Iwfore I come to the lood pr<d>lem itself I should like to 
say a word or (wo about the aiiteiedcnts of tin* present Ministry. 'Fhat, 
Sir, IS a sordid stojv and I hii\e no desire to go into it in details Hut, 
Sir, it is relevant liei iiu.se it has been admitted on .ill hands by members of 
all jiartics (bat (lie Cabinet wbnli wants to .srdvc the food jiroldem of 

ilengal must get the confideme of (he peo}d«* in the fir.sl instance. Sir, 
the Miiiistr\ whuli has been brought into exist<*nce b\ tlie Governor of 
this provimc b\ ijiicstionable taetus and wbiili retains power an 1 position 
bv the vote of the Kurojican block is not a Mlni.s1r\ which wiU readily 

inspire confideme of the people (A voice: (Question!; 1 hear, Sir, 

some one questioning this statement of tact, but I ihallenge him to nee 
what happens when votes will lie counted if the Kuropean Group reinaina 

neutral (Crie.s of “Ye.s, we will see” from the Government benches.) 

Mr. Speaker, that is the sort of (lovernment we have now got in our 

province. However, 1 will not bibmir on (liat jioint further, 

Mr. Speaker, the present Ministry came into power on the 24(h of 
April. It has l>e<*n in power for nearly two ami a half niontlm. I hope it 
will not be contended on its Whalf that it had a very short tenure of office 
because when we are faced with famine and starvation surely we cannot go 
on experimenting and waiting for an indefinite }KTiod. Mr, Speaker, 1 do 
not want to tax the patience of honourable members b> qmding figures, but 
I want to remind them that when this Ministry came into power the pric# 
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of rice was as follows: in May coarse rice was selling at Rs. 23 per maund; 
now it is Ks. 30; medium rice was at Rs. 24, now it is Rs. 32; fine rice was 
at Rs. 25, now it is Rs. 33. 

What, Sir, is the condition prevailing at the present moment? WTiat 
IS the condition of the people of Bengal today;' People have sold their 
utensils — whatever uten.sils they had, they have sold their cattle and are 
trying to sell their land and are prepared to sell their children if they can 
get purchasers and they aie ahandoning them now. They have eaten things 
which men never dreamt they would eat and now in dark de.spair they are 
resigning themselve.s lo fate. That is the lecture, Sir, which member after 
mem her irresiiective of his party has given to this House. 

Now', what is the picture which Mr. Suhrawardy gives? In the state- 
ment which has been cinmlaled Mr. Suhrawardy claims that “this”, he 
means “the drive”, “has re.^tered c(nifidence ainong.st the jioor and has 
transferred the panic to the minds of tlie hoarders”. He claims tliat prices 
have fallen and, Sir, he sa> s “I am greatly satisfied with the result.” 

Mr. Speaker, 1 ask the House is that .i true picture? If that is not a 
ture picture and if Mr. Suhraward\ cannot solve the food problem, he 
should at least stop humbugging the jM' 0 ])le of this jirovince. Sii, it has 
been claimed on his behalf that he has (‘nergetii'ally api)lied his mind to 
the problmu. I am prepanal to concede him that. It ha.s Immmi claimed 
iliat he posses.ses dynamism. Sir, frankly speaking, 1 distrust dynamism. 
Dynamism not jontiolled b\ moral ]iurposes has been the cause of half the 
trouble of this world. From that ])oiui of view a burglar ha.s more 
dyimmism than a hous^duddei . Mr. Suhiawardy is a gri'at and real friend 
of mine. 1 would not like him to imitate a burglar. 

Mr. S])eaker. what is the plan, what is the programme which 
Mr. Suhrawardy puts forward for the solution of this prohlem ? If you 
read this pamjihlet whieh, 1 am sure everyone of you have read, you will 
find that Mr. Suhrawardy is a (‘hanged man. I have known Mr. Sulirawardy 
for nearly 30 years or more. We have been together in the college here 
and ill the .same Vuiversity abroad. 1 knt»w Ids defects and I also know 
his merits. I hope he will not contradict me when 1 say that sw'eetness of 
temjH'r has never been one of his virtues, but if you read this pamphlet 
you will find him full of genero.sity, full of thanks. He begin.s of course 
by thanking Mr. Ispuhani. He thanks Mr. Ishaque. He thanks the 
Hon’ble High (^ulrt. He then patroni>es the members of district boards, 
commissioners of municipalities, profe.ssors of colleges, teachers of schools 
and he also thanks us, the various party leaders, the vast public and also 
the press — not of Bengal hut the press outside. 

Mr. Speaker, if you analyse these, you will find he is profuse in his 
promises. If you turn to page 7, you will find he has promised free 
kitchens. He says that gratuitous relief will be undertaken — mark the 
word “will” always — loans will be distributed, test relief will be under- 
taken and gratuitous relief will be given on a large scale. Help will be 
given to agriculturists to grow more food and everj* assistance will be 
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given. Irrigation and drainage schemes are under consideration. Sir, I 
am over 50 and 1 do not reuieiuher a time when irrigation and drainage 
schenies have not been uiuler the eonsideration of Government. 

•Coming to the present — his only paiia<‘ea is the Footl Drive. Now^ let 
us examine the drive itself. If it had btH'n a drive to collect statistics, it 
would have been objecte<l to by no one, but. Sir, thi.s drive is not that. 
Dr. Syamaj>rasad Mookerjee has chargeil this (lovernment with making 
blunders. I would go further and I attribute malatideness to this Govern- 
ment. The drive undto't.iken -^o that poto ngriculturistM and poor house- 
holders will be frightened and will put their grains which they had stored 
up for their own use, on tlie market so that profiteer.^ from Calcutta may 
go and buy them. That, Sir, i^ the iM'al purpose of this drive. This drive 
has failed and failed iitte?]\. It was Imiind to fail becati'ie it was had 
economies. You cannot li.ive free tiade .ind s«*lf-sui!it iency at the same 
time. It has failed luMau^e the f«Mid (■onimiti<‘<‘s were not representative. 
You have heard from m\ fiiend Mi. Dliiiendia Narasan Mukerji how 
Congre.ssmen have been deliberatels kept lon nt lhe«H(‘ conmiit tees. It has 
tailed and failed iniseialdN breaw^e Mi SuliiawanK w.is from the beginning 
<d»sessed wiiii liie idea th.it their wa> l.irge hnaiding b\ the agriculturists and 
limiseludders Mi Sniti .tw aidv tnda\ sax*, th.it he was not stressing on 
shortage, on srairits laMausr it might create panic. Hnl, Sir, that is a new 
st or} . 

On the -Itli Ma\. i'Md. a Ibess Note wjis issued the Civil Supplier 
Department «.a\i!ig a.iii'Oig othei tilings “The llon’ble Minister of (’ivil 
Supplies Is of opinion that pii<es imw ptexailing .ne jmr<d\ speculative and 
bear no ndation wh.»te\(M to tlu* irtie stmk position 'I’lir Hon’bb* Ministver 
Is convinced that any deficit this \ear i-an Is* fnlls met troni tlu' t'arry-over 
of 1941-41^ crop The public jua\ theiefoie r<‘st .issuied tliat there is no 
cause of feat in ultimate shoitage of food-gtains.'* 

On May l‘f, s[»e. iking at .» Pn*ss ('oiiferenee. Mr Siilirawardy rebutl4Ml 
the prexalent idea that exports and the denial pidicy of tlie last year were 
resitonsible tor the situalion and added tliiit tlo*se factors were exceedingly 
unimportant in rel.ition to the simk po.sition as it really was. 

On May IT, speaking at ,i joiblii meeting, the Ilon’bli* Ministar 
observ'ed : “The worst feature (»f tlie hist Minisir’. s food policy was their 
insistence of sliortagi* and the em ouiagemeiit giv<*n to lioarders and black- 
markefeers. There i> no iummI foi jianir. The exports are nil. Tin* imports 
from the Oovernment (»f Iiidi.i are eonsidenible. Army rei[uirementH 
count for a ver> small amount (d rue. The numlM*r of evacuees is not such 
a.s can cau.se any dislocation Whatever the trade ma\ do, the price must 
fall and to those wlio keep on hoarding I give a word of warning and to you 
a nies.sagp of liojie tliat it will not be long before the ])rices will crack.'* 

Theix'fore, it will not do tod.iv for Mi Suhrawardy to .say that he was 
suppressing the fact (tf shortage because he did not want the people to b© 
panicky. 

Mr. Speaker, .Sir, witli tlie failure of this drive, this Ministry baa no 
plan, no policy and cannot claim our confidence. Now^ what is the way 
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outy TIu* way out in tliis: oven at this last moment I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister, to the present Cabinet, to invite all parties really and sincerely 
and not like the invitation which had been sent to us on previous occasions 
to form a committee consisting of representatives of all parties, consisting 
of ex]>erts, real experts, and hand oter the entire pow'er to such an authority 
and make the decision of that body mandatory. Then we shall all sit 
together and see what we can do. If you are unwilling to do this, then 
the only thing, the only contribution that you lan make towards the 
solution of this problem i^ to resign and get out. There is no ither way 
out. 

Mr. SjH'aker, I have finished. The issue before the House tonight is 
simple. Have or have rjot the (government failed to tackle the food 
problem in Bengal? Those who believe with us that the Government have 
failed to give us fr)od, that in one of the richest agricultural countries in 
tlie world we are dying (»f hunger, will vote with us. Those who believe 
with Mr. Suhrawardy ami more with Mr, L. S. Amery that the pri(‘p of 
foodstuffs has fallen and will fall, that rice is in jdenty and if w’e are starv- 
ing, we hav<‘ onl\ ourselves to blame, I say such men who will believe that 
will vote against tin* motion and may God hav(‘ merc\ on their souls. 

Uemember the dying men and women in \our village, the abandoned 
cliildren, the long (|Ueues in ('alcutta, the struggle iH'ar the garbage heap 
of the dustbin and then choose \our side, \our own jieojde or Mr, Amery; 
the ]>»M»ple hungry and expectant \sill \^a1ch \ou. and 1 pra\ uui choose 
well and choose with cl<*ar coiisnence (Apj)lauNe » 

The HOffi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mi S]>eakei, Sir, the 

forensic oratory of Dr. S\amaprasad Mookerjee is still ringing in niv ears, 
and 1 shall mainl\ contine m.sself td the chaig-es which ht‘, on Ixdialf of 
his part\ and as its Jc /f/r/e (’hiet, lias Hung on me lie overshadows his 
colleagues physicalls, mentall\, vocally tind lii^t rionicalK and he deserves 
special consideration. Befoie I do that, liow<‘Vt‘r, Sir, I may say at once 
that I do not propose to detil with the remarks oi tlu‘ Leader of the Congress 
or of Mr. S\ed Hadrudduja ^\hose vituperation^ and bad taste and abu.ses 
have placml them out of court in thi.s House. I will only make this one 

remark that they have no right to talk of the sufferings of the )Mxij)le. It 

i.s I. it is we, it is this Ministry ami this juirty that has got the right to 
talk ahout the peiijile, beeau.se we are working for the alleviation of their 
sufferings; not you, not that part\ which was in power and which did 
nothing whats(»ever to take the slightest step, that had not the foresight to 
know what steps .shouhl he taken, to meet the calamities that were looming 
before us iii spite of the warnings that were given by us when we were on 
the otiier si<le of the H{)use. Dr. Mookerjee has said that the food drive 

was fundamentally wrong. He sa>s that (iovernment shifted the 

responsibility ot feeding the peojde upon the i>eople. This remark has 
l>een repeated by several other members on the floor of this House for what 
rea.son I don't know, (iovernment ha^^ nevtu '.hirked the responsibility 
that it has of feeding the people, but (iovernment warned those persons who 
Were indulging in anti-social ;o tivities to heliave themselves. Those persons 
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who iHod to lend (Oit thoir frrain at thi^ tinu* <»t tlio yvixr to the poor people 
round them and who are not doin^^ ^o out of ^reed or of putn’c were re(|UeMted 
to release their j^^rain and to licjuefy and to licjuidate it. nml even before the 
food drive was launched a lar«re amount (d ^rain was thus distributed. I 
wish \ii inform the honourable members tliat when we were in (»pposition, 
the Penpal Pnoincial Muslim League took the iuitiative in roriventng' a 
meetinfr of all the partii's. Membeis of tlie Congress, 1 believe its Leader 
and its Deputy I.eader. members rd the Hindu Mahasal)hn. members (»f the 
Communist Part\. the Kadical Deimwratie Party, the Kisan Sahha, the 
Indian Iial)ioir Federation, the Penjral Naticmal Chaml)er «>f Labour atid 
some Chamheis of ('<»mmeict- also did me hononi h\ aitendinij: at m\ place, 
and it was tliere at thi-* joint contoience that th<« jadicv (d Stock-taking? and 
of li<iueiaction of hoards and ot equitable distiihiition w^as adopted. Tliis 
is what we earned out and 1 cainod understand how that charf?e can be 
levelled ao-aiiist us toda\ tliat it was tumlamentallN wriuij? 

Dr. Mfiokerjee ha- asked no' to ioin*ct m\ figures of 70 or SO lakha of 
maunds (d hoards that haM‘ been disrovered 1 correct those ti)?urei!. 
The\ are niU 7 to- .S lakh^ ot maumK 'riic latest fi^'ures are !f'> lakhs ot 
maunds. lOease lei i|s mo ^r,.t .i\va\ with this idea that this ntoi'k is 
av.iilahh* tor feedin;: the piovime I. ♦•I Us ni»t away with tliis idea that 
Ihi'' i-' tlic sto( k uliifh !•' a ‘'inplns lor the jicople. That is not ho. 
Jt iloe^ not lepleMMit tin- '•tork tor lee.liii;? the pi'ovince. and. lloM'etore, We 
need nol va\ that if i- i>nl\ I ! dax" food; nor is if a suiplils stork. It is a 
sto( k whiili lois iM-rii dis nvrird. iiHisf o| whirl) (on^ists td hoards ab)»v<* d(Mt 
maiimis. hiif some nt \slii()i also im holes sfoi ks which tlie loi'al Subdlvi- 
sO)mil liasc im ludnl This stock is a\ailahle and should be made 

a\aila)ilc to the jceopb* c»t the tiom wlo-j«- it was foiiml ; bnt where, 

liowevei, tlirte js ,i stijplm. il will la* i.iken tn>m thei'e and sruil to the 
<l('to It alces. Oich'ls have allc.ol\ bf‘en issued to the local oflicers to 
requisitiofi tliesf* -locks. p.iN tm them, ami lake them to the deficit areas. 
I don't think, ^it. that the iood <liive has f.n'led in an\ respetl. It has 
j?athered round this (iovionment peoj»le in the villaj^es; in the di.Htanl areas 
it has hiou^dit people t<»^odher tor the jOJiposr cd lookin^r after their ow'n 
iiitere-ts and t'U the joiipos)- oi c o-opiMutin^; wit!) this (j))veinment in the 
measures which we are takiiif? to alleviai)* then distress. From the point 
of view (d tlie ( )j)j)osi j icoi . tlo* food dine ha- reitainly failed because in 
spite of the oi)i)o-ilion ai raved aj?ain-t us J ( laim that the p«M)j»le of the 
province are with us and have aiqireciated our efforts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the total deficit!^ Have you 
jfot the fi^rures now 'l 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Df^ you think that I did not 
know when I launched the food drive that my intention would he misinter- 
preted before the people and that there was a likelihood cd me, pernonally, 
and the Ministrv (d which I am a member, incurring? unp<»pulanty il I 
called upon the a^rricultuiisis of thi- province to ilistrihute their stor'ki 
amongst their poorer brethren Many of these a^^riciiltiirists have to feed 
themselves. But the piteous ciie- of the -tarvln|r people, the bejfj^ars and 
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the destitute who are tlie first to jjo under, the smaller afn'it'ulturists who 
had sold their little stock earlier in the season and who could not afford to 
buy to feed themselves when the prices rose, the cries of these people we 
could not ignore, and I undertook upon myself the odium of calling upon 
the agriculturists to disgorge what they possessed and distribute it amongst 
their more unfortunate brethren. I hope, Sir, that when the results of this 
drive will come to be assessed in a proper atmosphere, wp shall be judged 
by what we have done to relieve the distress of those who were running about 
from door to door asking for a morsel of bread whir’h they never begged 
before in their lives. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: H ave they ceased to beg now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The position has worsened. 
The ])f»sition must worsen, since then, if y(»u consider that several months 
have rolled by. Since tlie last Ministry left and we took office the food- 
grains have bee!i consumed instead of being r(‘])leinsli<Ml . You will realise, 
if you have an\ sense of justice l«*ft in \ou, that tlie situation must worsen 
since then. ILmourable memb<‘rs on tlie other side have stated that when 
the late Minis! r> left otiice the price (»f food-grains was only Ks. Ifi and 
now it is standing at Its. dtl. Even if it ditl, I wf»ubl not have been asham- 
ed, but T just want to correi t boiiourable mtunbeis on the other side. On 
the day, when a demonstration ^^as held outside this House (Rai 
ll\HKyj»KA N \T11 {'lUtiUHHi: ll\ \MUir triciifls) when the food debate 
was going on, the pri<e of rice was ITs. ‘J4 ami not Rs. Ifi. After the last 
Ministry left, tlu‘ ])ri<’e ot rice ro'^e during the inteiicgnnm. \\ lien we 
came into otfii'e the figure it is asserted was ‘Jfi. 'hhe ])rie(‘ actually 
stood at Us. The )>ri<‘e has risen and today *s juice is Rs. ‘J7. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Where? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In Cilcuti a. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: ( an you get us at that price? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If >ou go aud buy whole- 
sale in the market you will get it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He is reading from a slip handed to 
him by Mr. Ispaliani. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Today's price i> Rs. 29. You say it 
ia Rs. 27. Will you give us ttui thousand niaunds? 

The HOffi*hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is the statement which 
1 have got from the market outside and it is true, whatever the honourable 
memliers sitting inside the House may say who know nothing at all. The 
price of medium rice is Rs. 2S-8 to Rs, 29 and that of fine rice Rs. 30. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Rs. 33. 

The Hon*hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Even if the price had risen 
higher — and the price did rise higher — there would "be a justification. 
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Several montts have rolled liv and the stock has been consumed. May I 
remind honourable members of tins House of what tlie sole accredited leader 
of the Opposition told one of hi^ many audiences — that no Ministry could 
possibly solve the food problem. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Have you solved? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He added that there was no 
doubt in his mind that the price would rise to Ks, (>0 and Its. 70. That 
was what the sole accredited leader <»! the tfppo^ition said to one of his 
many audiences. Now, Sir, the prices wmihl surel\ have risen to those 
heig’hfs if we had not undertaken the measures uhi<-h we did in order to 
keep down the luices. 

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What are those measures? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tlio.se measures are consi- 
derable in imnibej. One is ihe FimmI |)ri\<‘: one is ti^hlenin^? the Food 
(jrain.s (’ontrol (Inlcr: one is the pioeessrs tak<*n a^'^aiust black markeiH; 
prosecutions are eonsiderabl\ laio^er in nunib»*r iliaii bef(»r»‘: one is the fjo’t 
that wt* did not sell permils. I'liat s\stein of jxTinit has b»‘en lemoved and 
now there is no ne<essit\ whatsoevei to put the juiee pan! for tlo' ]>ermi(s 
on to the jiriee of the eonmiodilx. 

Then, Dr. S\aTnapiasud Mookerjet* passt^d <in to a tuad«‘ against Messrs. 
M. A. Isjiahani. The name is a mist.ike. In the >peei-h which was 
eireiilated to the House 1 n’tened to them as .\less|s. M. A. Ispaiiiini A t’o. 
The\ are aetuallv a hniited firm known as M, M, Ispahani. Ltd. I allowed 

Dr. Syaniapiasad Mookerjee to m\e \ent to all hi.s vilrnd beiause I knew 

that he was proeeedin^r entirely on wron^^ facts. He thinks tliat he ha« 
pot pood infonnation from m\ dejiart inent . Hut his information anil the 
intormaiion of .several othi*!- honourabh* meinlK^rs is information pathercd 
fiom petty little clerks, pathered hen* and there, and is entirely ineorreet. 

Dr, 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERilEE: Will you have an ojien erK|uiry? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Ther(‘ i.s no need for an 
open enquiry. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Then, man \ scandals v ill com© 
out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will fell you what th© 

facts are. There is no need for an o[>en 4*nquir_\ . 1 am fierfeclly certain 

that there never will be found the slipbtest breath of srnndal or reproach 
after this beat and this atmosjihere has be**© dissipated,. Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjoe has stated : how' has this firm of Ihjialiani’s pi\en us 40 lakhs — 
be pave fanciful ealeulatioiis, ]f they sell at IN. when the jiriee is Its. dO 
and if they liave •) lakhs of maunds in their possession, it means that they 
have given up K.s. 41) lakhs, but if thev had purchased the saine ric© at 
Rs. 14-8 or Rs, lo and scdd it at Rs. 22 , they would have made about 
40 lakhs profit. Let me tell the House that Mes.srs. Ispuhaui sold it to 
Oovemment at cost price. 



462 SPECIAL MOTION. [14th Jci.t, 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: How <]ir1 you ascertain the cost 
price y 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All their papers, their 
documents, their invoices, tlieir hooks made at the time when they were 
purchasing’ for themselves and prepared in course of their business at the 
tune when tln*re was no (juestion whatsoever of their taking an agency will 
prove that. All these papers have been audited 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Don't talk of their books and papers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I know you pel y people 

cannot understand all this (Ciies of “Withdraw, withdraw” Irom the 

Opposition benches.) 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. He 
must withdraw the exi»ression he has just u.scd or get out of the House. 
(There was again great noise and ujiroar and cries of “Withdraw, 
withdraw’.” ) 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am ipiite prepared to with- 
<lraw' the exjnessifin, Sir, if you so (b‘sire. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You should not only witlidraw tlie expression but you 
must aildress the ('hair and not the members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sn, 1 withdiaw I In* expres- 
sion; lint when \ou an* asking me to withdraw that reniaik nia\ I request 
you to !)(* good enough to h^ok into the sp(‘ech of Mr. Ibidruddoja and 

delete* the ver\ viluperativi* remarks made b\ liim ••.lainst me -(A \oice 

from tin* Opposition block: Why did ,\(m not i.iis,* a point of order at tliat 
timey) Ib'cause we tiiouglit it v\as beneaMi oui’ di;;nil\ to laki* noti(e id 
that. Sir, th(‘\ cannot understand generosii\ : it is not in their nature. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, i never used any vituperative 
language in m\ .speecii. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order. Sir. Has 
the Hon’ble Minister withdrawn the worils he used y 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has alread\ withdrawn. 

Tb« Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, when I was referring 
to the firm of Isjmhani 1 stated as u fact tliut Mr Isjiahani sold the entire 
stork of their rice to us at cost prii'e and that .stock was not the stock W’ithin 
Bengal so that ^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir. May 
I ask tlu* Hon’lde Ministei to .say what is that lost price? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They cannot even he charged 
with hoarding. Another charge is that two crores of rupees — some say, 
three enux's, and some say. 180 lakhs — has been advanced to the firm. 
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I obtained tlie yesterday as to lu>\v the aecioints stood, and the 

figures go to sliow iliat we staiui indtdoed to Mr. Ispaliani or to the firm 
to the extent of Its. tto lakhs 

. Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: What N^as the ^>tal amount of 
advance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Xo advance was made. 

All along (tovcninipiiT has ht'cn indchied to this firm : all alottg they 
have made more* puichascs loi than the motiex ihe\ havi* got from ns. 
The honourable metiiher o])j>osite. I iiumh Dr. Syaiiiaprasad Mookerjee, 
seems to have got .>«)iiie >ort ot intoimaiion tiom '■ome iiinlerling of (iovern- 
iiient, and I am ijuite piejiaied to show tlie taet'* and tiguies and the aci’onnts 
to Dr. Syamapiasad Mookiujee an\ lime lo‘ wi'.hes to inspect them. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ma\ I, Sir. .it this ^tage j)ut one simple 
question to Mr. Suhrawaid\, the Hon'lde Minister in idiarge of Civil 
tSuppliesr' Sir. I ha\«‘ been listening to th(‘ deh.iie and was just going 
interrujit and to siihm.i ihioiigh \ ou to the Minister that on this stdemn 
Occasion no word should he used u ho h uill have ultimaieU to he relraided. 
Having made that piehmin.tiv ohs»*i\ation I put ihis simph' questiim: 1 
tmve seen ji.ipcrs wit!) ( io\ |,|,),.|,| oflicl.iU showing that DovfMnmenl has 
advanced a .siim ot ID 1 .'styiiiyiMtit in .ND'snts M A lsj>.ihani v'i t o. wilhotit 
’settling ilic teiiiis nl adv.ucc hetorch.ind. without goiiig- through the ijstiul 
loriiialiiN ol hasiiig^ afi\ doMinomt cNcciited. wiilioiil the tiivemment 
S(dl( itoi o] othci Snloitoi^ tilsi ( misidei in;.» the teiiiis to he imposed after 
the .ohanre had hceii made 1 am ,isking lliis (piesiioii to elicit informa- 
tion; it ma\ he what 1 s.i\ is iiol coiieit. hill that is what I have seen. 

That Is ,1 simple tjucsiinn whi'li 1 do noi w.mt the Minister to evadi*: was 

tlieit* Ol >vas theic not iin ads.uice g^nen h\ (iovemment to this firm!’' I 
want a cali’goru al aiisVM'i . \es or no; and then we will fiml out later on 
wlieth<*r tlie slatemmit is correi i 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The answer definitely is no. 
Moiie\.s had been pjiid to Messrs. Ispahan’ vV C<» .ig.nnst jiurchases mad*> 
hy tloun. Tliat is no advame (Di. Sv\m \rH\s\n .Mookmuki-, : Dh ! (Hi!; 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mone^, was paid hefon* purcliase or after 
purchase ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All mone\ has been given 

after punhase. (’an there he an\ thing more open when I am asking 

Dr. Mookerjee to mm* the a< counts? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Was it given hefrire the didivery 
of the «tufl ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Dr S\amaprisad Mooker- 
jee sliould note that they are not sellers^ lhe.\ are only agents of Ooveni- 
meiit and if the\ make a punhase »>n our behalf they must lie given money. 
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Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. Is this 
sort fd of infoniiation to W allowed? I think these are the tactics 

that the Opposition has adopted when it finds itself to be in the wrong. I 
want your ruling on this point, Sir. AVhen the Opposition members spoke 
they were allo^yed to have their pay without interruptions. It is not fair 
on their part now to deliberately obstruct the Hon’ble Minister in his 
speech. 1 want >our ruling on this point, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER; What is your point of order? Is it whether it i<j 
periiiissihle? If so, I may ttdl you that this sort of questioning is generally 
not permissible, but in exceptional circumstances this may be permissible. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, T have got one or two things. I am 
not goinj^ to V)e obstructive at all. 1 am unking for information. May I 
ask at this stag<* 

Mr. SPEAKER ; You, as ihe Leader of tlie Oppo.sition, have not 
spoken, and I understand it is due to \our illness. Now, in the course of 
the speech of tlie Minister in charge it anything t*(tmes out about wdiich 
you want some nutre iiifoi niation, 1 will gi\e \ou special leave to ask him 
questions at the close of tlu‘ dehate. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right. Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think you. Sir, because 
I had been rather diverted from m\ speeili. T, liowever, do not regret the 
internijition hecaiist* it has made the jKont still (dearer. 

Now, Sir, Dr. S,\ amajuasad Mookerjee having got that information 
from somoulieie stated that Mr. I.spahani is contesting the proposition that 
he cannot buy on liis own account. <hir terms ot agreement are that he 
cannot buy on his account as long a.s hi* coniinue.s to he the agent of the 
(iovernnient of Hengal. (Dr. Sy.am \}* i{ \s \i) Mookkkjkk: Have (he terms 
been signed by liim?) The terms liave been arranged and have passed 
through both our sidicitors and have been agreed to right from the beginning 
that he can make no purchases on lii.s ou n account and the can make no 
pundia.ses on the account ot others cxce]>t with the consent of the Director 
of (’ivil Sujqdics. Hi* has been alh*\\ed ti* make purchases on lielialf of 
the (lovernment of India. The (foverrimeiit of India have utilised his 
services t(* make pun'hascs outside the eastern zone in many places and 
they have done so lUi terms tar more favourable tliaii \\e have given him 
and they have done so without security without which it seems no business 
cun i>e transacted. I hope 1 have sufficiently answered the insinuation 
regarding Mr. Lsjiahaiii that have been levelled from time to time by the 
members on the opposite seetion of the House. 

It is further stated that tliis was a hle.-ising in disguise to Mr. Ispahani. 
It was no question of blessing. Mr. Ispahani not onl\ had to elose dowm his 
own rice business, but he had to close up several other businesses in order 
to be able to send his agents to various plai'es in which we required them. 
He has placed his own servants and agents in jeopardy — they are being 
))roseeuted in various places, their stocks have Iwen looted. He has placed 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


465 


1943 .] 

himself and his money and a^^eiits in jeopardy. As I have stated, it has 
been no blessin^^ to him. (an I expert the other .side to understand it? 
Can I expe(‘t them to undeistand how a person run make sac'rifiee for an 
ideal for which he is prepared to jro to any extent H I hope, Sir, that a 
time will ( ome when honourable members from the other -siile will make 
aimilar sacrifices for the ideals which they profess. 

Now, Sir, one further point has been raised re^^jrdinjir the exclusion of 
Howrah and Calcutta from the lood drive aiul many jiersons, before 
Mr. Kennedy 8i)oke, j)laced the entire responsibility for the exclusion of 
Howrah and Calcutta on those whom they call our masters, vijj., the European 
Group. Mr. Kennedy and Mr. llemlry have made it clear that they 
themselves impressed upon me on several occasions that the drive a|ruinst 
Howrah and Calcutta should be undertaken. There l an be no doubt that I 
realised that this should be done, and I apun tell yt>u that it is for 
administrative reasons that we have not been able to do it. 1 aKuin tell 
you that there could be no other reason as I shall exj)hiin. There are in 
Calcutta and Howrah about (iOtt.tHMt jiremiHes and many ol the.se premises 
are nothing else but rabbit hole^ with one <‘ntiance and several exits. I 
will need a whole army f(U' the purpOM* ol taking' .sl<K’k ot the stoi ks in their 
bands. There me other lea^ons loo '['lie mam problem bel(*re us was 
fir>tl> m ^et the a; 4 ‘n(uhun>t l<» lnjUidatc slock loi ihe henefil ol hin 
j)oorer brethren to wl»om he used to lend hi> stock hcton*. That did not 
uppK to Calcutta ami Howiah In tad. it easy. I maintain, to orj^-anise 
the whole ot Hcn^'al ratlicr ilian ( alcntta and Howiah where each one i.s an 
individua]i'«t, whcic each one is an e;r<»i''t. wlicie one d(M*s not know^ie 
neighbours who are living on either side ami each one has ^r<>t. to be treated 
(juile >cparatcl_\. Onlei'', I ma\ intoim the llousi*. have alremiy beiMi 
issued encircling Calcutta ami Howrah and the industrial areas and no 
tood-grain can pass out ot this area any longer, although ffunUgrains muv 
enter these houmlaries lomoirow, u special (lazette is going to he issued 
promulgating this order which is ahead\ in tone. .Now. Sir. il will not 
be long b(*foie ('alcutia and Howrah will be seiiicbed In a w'a^ perhaps 
it ha.'> been correct to e.xclmb- Calcutta and Howrah in Ihe beginning. I 
am certain that botoMirablc memlMT> opposite who, while comlemning this 
Eood Drive <»n the one baml. insi'i on the oth« j hand that Calcutta and 
Howrah should not have been excludefl Irom this drive, wouhl have 
condemned the imlusion of Calcutta ami Howrah if these two pluee.s had 
been included in the beginning. The\ themselves would have shrieked thus 
from the housetops. If ,\ou really want to seek an excuse for the exclu.sion 
it is not the corrert excuse because the correct excuse is administrative 
reasons— then turn again to the statement of your accredited leader who 
aaid that if we begin to .searcli the hou.ses and take stock of food-grains, he 
will organise the people in such a manner that there will be riots and 
bloodshed before such stocks «ould be taken. (Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq: 
That is a misstatement.) Would I not l»e justified after such a dire threat 
of your accredited leader to pause and think and con.sider and, if I take a 
stock of Howrah and Cab utta, to do so in such a manner that not a single 
hoard underneath the Utktapusii may remain unseen? 
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Mft SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawarcly, I Jo not want to interrupt you. 
You are addressing as “your accredited leader”; that is not a proper way 
of addressing. 

Th6 Hoffl’bl6 Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I your pardon, Sir; but 
that is sometimes done. 

J)r. Syamaprasad M(H)kerjee has then gone on to controlled shope and 
.said that it there was irregularity in these contndled shops, if there was 
corruption there, you co\ild have ^uj»pressed them, but why throttle the 
ordinary cliaiinels of trade. The^e controlled ^hops are not ordinary 
(haiinels of trade. They are a few tradesmen — 400 out of 6,000 — to whom 
tiovernment supidy a certain amount ot lice for distribution to the p(«)r 
who can stand in (lueues. Taking awa\ this rice from them and distribut- 
ing it properly through (iovernment distributing centres linked to zones is 
by no means sometiiing which can be consideied to be anything but 
laudable. 

Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjee has stated w’hat has ha])j)ened to that order 
that fio one could he allotled a contiolled shoj) unless he w'as three years in 
trade. Dr. Syamapravsad McMikeijee ought to know what happened to that 
oriler. That order was hciapj)e<l in his time. (Di. Syamaj'H %.s \i) 
Mookkiukk: My lime?') Yes. 'Plj** ('ivil Suppl\ S\ndicate whicli was in 
existence — which had com(‘ into existem-e the pit'vmus da,\ — was given J**) 
shops in your time. It had no licence under the iood-grains control order; 
it was not in business for thiee yeais; and in tael theie aie un\ number of 
such contndled shops operating at the jm'stuit ninment which are being 
<‘ohtinin*d and wdiicli had been given by Dr. MiKikerjee s Ministry to jiersons 
wdio never had a licence. (Dr. Sy wiaciusao Mookkkjj.i. : And you are 
following that!) No, Sir, I am not following that. (Dr. SYAMAri{A.SAi» 
Mookkiuke: You want to give to >our own men f I want to scraj) that 

system altogether and do away with all that dirtiness, filth and nepotism. 
(A voice from the Opposition : You have begun very well.) 

Now, Sir, I urn sure that the House would like ti) know' a little bit of 
what has been done regarding getting sujiplies from outside. It has been 
slated that 1 have been insisting on the fact that there was no shortage. 
Meml>er after member has repeateil tliat statement. Sir, I have never said 
that there was no shortage. (Dr. Syamaimiasad Mookkkjei:: Wonderful!) 
On the other hand, 1 have stated that insistence (Ui sh(»rtage will not help 
us. Does it not jiredicate that I admit th.it there is a shortage? I said 
“insistence on shortage will not help ns.” It predicates that I admit that 
there is a shortage. (Dr. Nali.wksha Ss.\y\i. : What ahout hand-lulls?) 

A hand-bill has been flourisheil, but every haiul-bill does not pass through 
my eyes, although 1 do elaini that ver\ little troni my department issues 
without my knowledge. Apart fnuii that it \oii re;ol between the lines 
you will find that when I gave the speech on sutfiiuency it was based upon 
the fact of receiving supplies from the (iovernment of India. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Here is a statement of 8th May 
that “there was in fact a sufficiency of food-grains for the people of Bengal. 
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lull statistical details which will elearlj demonstrate that there is a 
sufhcieiicy will shortly be published.'" If the Hon 'hie Minister wants to 
back out let him do it decently. 

Th6 HOft’KHo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYl If the honourable member 
will read the bej^nnnin^^ of that speoeli, he will find in that very sj»eech tJuit 
the reasons for my ar|,^uiu^»^ for suthciemy have been ^.'•iven. and the reas<»n 
is supplies from the (ioveriim«*nt ot India. That statement which 
Dr. M<M»kerjee is talking; of was made when (ieneral WoojI was here and 
General \V<>od a>isured me that he was ;.o>in^'“ to st*nd roimdily »>5(),000 tons 
of riee to Henpal. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That was on the Stii May beftuo 
General Wood said that. 

Th6 Hoii*bl6 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y s No. no. That was when 
General A\"ood was here. 1 ta'iiiemlno the whole thiii^^ I)n*eis«*ly, ooddUM) 
tons of iood-;;rain*' were jnnmi^eil us; tin*' wa*' lalei particularistal as 

()()() ton^ of iK-e. ‘J’.'t.MIMt tons uf wheat and ‘jOtt.UlHI tons (»f millef. Hud 
these thin^r*^ he('n in out hands now, I think, 1 .shonld he aide to feed tho 
piovinre. It was imnoMliatelN after tliat that a I’n-s-^ Gtuifereme was held 
in Wntei>' where Sn A/,izul Ihnjue and (ierieial Woml placed 

the '.tatistic' Indore them, the ba-ic jdan <d the stalisttes heinj^ od|f,(M)0 tonn 
of foodstuffs from the (iovernment of India. The hjis»s (»f the suffieieney of 
those statistics wun. ai^uin I ^tate, odd. (MM) tons from tin* (iovernment of 
India. I rememher the fi^'^uie distimtlv. 

Tlie jKont Is that I cannot he (harpnl with havin^^ nej^deeted my duties. 
Supposing'' 1 had said that there was no shortajji*. have I not done every- 
thin^'- possible to ).r<*t Mipplie^ fi-om outside)" Huv«‘ I shirked my duties!^ 
The whtde polit y (»f free traile wa- ha‘'«*d ufroii the fat f thaf supplies intlftt 
eome in from outsitlc. Kut h <d the piovint es whi< h weje usked to send 
f tMitl-^ri ai ns iintlei the ha-'ic plan failetl Do you want to know the fiffures? 
fld.(M)d ttnis were tt) coiiu' from A^sam, and wv gt>t 'J.dtlO tons, ‘17. Odd ttms 
were ttr come from Oii-'-^a. Orissa helpetl us and we jj^ot ‘Jd.OOd tons. 
18o,()d() ft»n> were ttt ct>nie from Hihar. They refused t<» send anythin)^ and 
with difficulty thcs have jrromi-cd to .mmhI d.dfMf tou" for Darjeeling'. Id.dOf) 
tons were t(» ctuiie from tht* I nited Pn*vim‘es They ditl not send Us any- 
thing at all. The hommrahie memher stalctl thaf I should have apjrroaidied 
tlie provinces liefftn* fie»* trad** wa" atlopted. (dnild 1 dt* anything under 
these eir«‘umstam e^ w h**n the pioviiicen werr refusing even to 1h‘ cajoletl by, the 
Government of Intiia tt» "eml t<»o<l-grains to us? The Government of India 
had rust ujron them the resjroiisihilitv and they were refusing to undertake 
it. There was no option left to us but to make them realise the iU0ering» 
w’e were going through. Today we are in u mucli better position. Today 
we are in a .situation to make agreements with them w)iich» J hope, will 
shortly fructify. 
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Again free trade plan was sabotaged. As everj' member of the House 
knows or should know, the Government of India tried to introduce free trade 
for the whole of India. Loud were the protests from all parts of India 
and a Conference was held in Delhi. This Conference has certainly done 
a great deal of good (Mr. Joo^SH Chanora Gupta: What are the goods!) 
Does the h(»noiirable member expect that I shall come with a pocketful of 
rice in my piK'ket and produce it here? (Dr, Syamaprasai) Mookebjeu: 
Pocketful of promises not to be fulfilled !) That, Sir, is a matter for the 
Government of India, and I have no doubt that those promises will be 
fulfilled. (Mr. JociK.SH Ch.-indra Guita : You could bring at least a 
pocketful of diJIi ka huhlus.) (liuughter.) 

Sir, before I deal with them, I should like to tell you how much we have 
received from Ihe {j<»vernnient of India — o(),00() tons of wheat out of 
tons; 9,100 tons of millet out of 200,000 tons. Under the emergency plan 
they were to have sent us 25,000 tons of rice and 15,000 tons of millet within 
one month after free trade was establihhed. All that we have got is 11,000 
tons of rice. The hoiumrable members will, therefore, realise that the 
Government of India ft)»id tiiat it was unable to meet the commitments 
that it had made and it proposed this new fn^e trade f(U’ the whole of India. 
The Conference has voted against it. I do not quarrel with the decision 
f)f the (5)nference. I do not object, Sir, to the provincial barriers once 
more going up j»rovided sujiplies to Bengal are seiiired, and I am indeed 
fortunate that 1 am able t(f announce to this Hou.se that at this 
('onference we had been able to a(‘hieve something which, I trust, will 
assist us to tide over our present difiicultieii. In the first j)lace, the 
neighbouring provinet’s liave been asked to dt'clar<‘ how much they can 
^<upply to Bengal. In the .second place, the Government of India must be 
satisfied that their declaration conforms to facts. In the third place the.se 
Provincial Governments must set their procurement plan into operation and 
stocks must he on the move to Bengal and the Government of India again 
will judge whether sufficient steps have been taken to secure supplies before 
the trade barriers are put up. Free trade will continue to operate during 
that time, and more than that the provinces have agreed that they will 
honour the contra(‘ts which have been or will ba entered into until tbt^ 
provincial barriers are put up again. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAt: Not future (ontracts? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They will honour all the 
contractvS which will he entered into unless provincial barriers are put up 
again. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Head what Mr. Jha has said in the 
papers today? 

Tha HOffl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It does not matter what he 
says. This is important. In the meantime the Government of India have 
realised their great responsibilities to Bengal and will continue to send us 
supplies. They do not absolve themselves of their resj^onsibilities as they 
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did when they introduced free trade within the Eastern Zone. They are 
taking every step to rush supplies to Bengal and they have realised that 
immediate supplies are necessary. The Hou’ble Member in charge of the 
Food Department, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Transport Depart- 
ment and many other officials have gone to Lahore for the purpose of 
arranging supplies to Bengal. The supplies will come by special trains 
(Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee : When.^) from the Punjab and by steamers 
from Karachi. (Ironical cheers from the Opposition benches.) If they do 
not come, what do honourable members expect me to doP Can I bring 
the special trains along with meP 1 have to rely on the good offices and 
on the good-will of the Government of India. I have to rely on their 
assurances. They realise their respon.sibilities to Bengal. I do not think 
that it will carry us one whit further if 1 tell them, “There is no use 
your promising to send us, you will not do it.“ They are in the dominating 
position. We are in the position of recipients. If those .supplies 
do not come what .suggestions have youP You have nuggested a joint petition 
to His Majesty’s Governiiient, through the Crovernuient of India, that 
Bengal is in jeopardy and it is the duty of Ilis Majesty’s Government to 
come to its aid. 

I am constantly in (:orres[)()udence with the Government of India on 
the subject, and I hope that the results will be satisfactory. We have also 
secured the attention and the sympathy of His Excellency the Commander- 
iu-Chief. Already a military ship has been placed at our disposal for the 
transport of food-grains to ('hittagong, and I am expe<‘ting similar assist- 
ance for other transit.s by sea. The military authorities have also agreed 
to jilace five ships at our dispo.sal for bringing Hupjilies from Sind. The 
military autliorities have also ugre^Ml to plaie .some road trans|M)rl at our 
dispo.sal and to send tood-grains to Bengal and to utilisi* their own move- 
ments for the purpose. As a gesture of good-will which 1 greatly appreciate 
and which I hope the hououraiile members opjMisite will appreciate (Dr. 
Syamapr.4Sai) MmiKERJEK: W^ will if the gJXMjs arrive.) they lia\’e agreed 
to cut out the ration of rice which was allotted to the European soldiers. 
The Government of Inida are arranging to .send jirovisions by sea ns well 
in order to relieve the coiigestion on railways, and they have also agreed 
that we may buy as much wheat products as we can without any restriction 
from the Punjab. From this point of view, therefore, we can fac:^? the 
future with a little more hope and a little less despair than that which haa 
enveloped us. I can go no further than that. More than this I believe that 
we have secured the sympathy of our neighbouring Governments, the Govern- 
ments of Bihar, Orissa and Assam, and of the Kesident of the Eastern 
States. 

Mr. ATUL GHANDRA SEN: Why did you then make such remarks 
about ihemt 

TM Mofi’bM Mr. H. S. tUHRAWARDY: I had no sanction to come 
to separate terms with them. (Interruption.) I wish honourable members 
would listen to me because this is of fundamental importance to us. If this 
thing is not done, we shall be in jeopardy. I had no sanction to come to 
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separate terras with them. As soon as I am relieved from the present 
business of the Legislature I propose to take this matter with them separately 
or jointly. I do not think it will be very difficult. My first concern is 
with the grain which we have already purchased and which they have 
agreed to release, and I am certain that the sooner that I can come to an 
arrangement with them, the sooner will the barriers go up and the sooner 
our supplies will be secured. Over and above this I have no sanction to 
control the price for the entire region. There is no justification for this 
madness in priaes which has overtaken the Eastern Zone, and even if the 
stock position justifies the high prices prevailing in Bengal which I still 
dispute, the helpless position of the poorer section of our countrymen cannot 
warrant it. 1 propose, and the other Governments agree with me, that a 
controlled price should be fixed within the region. It will not be the same 
price throughout the province, but will be parity prices. And more than 
this we have come to an understanding that this controlled price will 
gradually decrease. 

I have been asked to give figures of the amount of money spent on 
agricultural loans, test relief works and gratuitous relief. Some figures 
have been placed in my hands by the itevenue Dej)artment, I need not 
take the members through the detailed figures, but I could g^ive them the 
tot44l Its. 1,10,0)5,200 has been sanctioned (Mr JixiK.sn Gri’T.\: 

Only sanctioned!) not only sanctioned but spent on agricultural loans. 
Hs. 55,92,100 is outstanding for sanction. I can tell the House that not 
only this but. more money will be sent to the various districts. AVe have 
Bent a memorandum to the Government of India asking for more funds. 
I had the benefit of a discussion with the Finance Secretary of the (iovern- 
ment of India, and the lloirble Finance Member of the (iovernment of 
India and 1 had this assurance that the money which we had asked for 
would be found for us on certain <-on(iitions. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; AVhat is the amount ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Three crore.s of rupees, but 
this is nothing if we get food-grains as well and the value of those food- 
grains will run easily into fifty crores. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This is no ne^v promise. Thi.s was 
given even to the lust Ministry. 

Tha HOfl’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I point out to the 

honourable member that a well-thoug’lit-out memorandum, a well-planned 
scheme for relief in various form> — for relief through grains in kind as 
well as in cash — has been placed before the Government of India and 
this is no more an empty promise or an empty demand. For gratuitous 
relief lbs. 02,15,000 has already been sanctioned and sent and Ks. 14,02,000 
is outstanding. For test relief work** Its. 92,59,700 has been sanctioned and 
sent and Its. 2.25,000 is outstanding. I do not know if the honourable 
members would also care to hear about the food-g'rains which I have sent 
tb the various districts iu Bengal. I wish to place them before the House 



im] 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


471 


juflt to show that our chief couoern has l)wn to provide supplies to the 
mufassal. When we took office we found that all the grains wich were being 
sent from outside were captured on the way. It partly went to Howrah, 
partly to Midnapore and the rest was sent to Calcutta and nothing was sent 
to the various districts in spite of their great demands. W'hen we pressed 
for free trade, we unlinked the priorities with the idea of building up some 
stocks and some reserves wliich we could send to the mufassal. 1 have been 
able in some measure to meet the re(|uirements of the deficit areas, but I do 
not wish to suggest that what 1 have MUit is sutisfucttiry even to me. I 
wish that I could have sent more to those areas, but our resources have to 
<lepend ui>on repleni>hment of suj»plie> from the (iovernmeut of India. 1 
have lieen enabled, I say hcie, to do so on account of the magnificent and 
satisfactory manner in \^hich the firm of M. M Ispahani, T<td.. have acted 
and have been able to ses ure thest> supplies tor us. I have that lesson 
before me of lour agents that liad Ihumi set up by the late Government 
when tliey could not secure even ten lakh maunils iroin the surplus districts 
within llengal even in the nnmth ol .lanuary when the grain ccuueH to the 
market. 

Sir, to Farnlpiir Sadar I have already sent 19,212 maumls of rice and 
maunds is now on the movi'. To Unjshahi l(>,4d8 maunds of rice 
and 19. 84*1 niauiidH of jMddy To (ioalundo 11,178 maunds c>f paddy and 
lo,(H)0 maunds (jf rice is on the ino\e either to Hajhari or Gouhindo. To 
MaiLiiipur d,UlU maunds of ru e and lo.tMH) maumls of juohly is on the move. 
To (jopalganj o, ()()() maunds cd rici*. To Dacca 12,91)0 maumls of rice and 
JO. 900 maumls of padd\ . Ami these and the figures which I have placed 
before the Hoiisi* are irrcspectivi' <d large amounts whicli havi* been nupiisi- 
tioneil by the local authonties am! jilaccd through the Kiniridled shojis. 
As a matter of fac t all the tigunvs I am giving an* irrcsp<*( tivc of the* amounts 
which the local officers have either b> purchase or recjuisition ac4|uiri*d and 
put through the contr(dle(l .shops. To Munikg’unj 5,000 maumls of paddy and 
to Xarayanganj 7,000 maumls of paddy have lH*en sent. I am afraid tliese 
figures ars somewhat umlerestiinatcd us I am aware of having ordered 
further amounts which will fur »*\4ee4l the fig-iires which have Tieeri placecl 
ill my haml.s. Honourable ineiiihers muN rememher that considerahly larger 
stocks of rice and padd\ were* seized from merc hants at Xarayanganj and 
sold through the controlled shops. To Iloogldy 25,000 maunds has been 
sent. To XadiH Sadar 15,000 maumls of rice; to Krishimgar 9,149 maunds 
of rice; to Kuahtiu 9,04-1 maumls ol rice and 4.51K) imiunds is on the move. 
To JesMire d.500 maumls of rice. To Myrneiibingh 5,000 maunds of rice; to 
Tangail 1,095 maunds of paddy; to }{uicl\a Ha/.ur 5,400 maunds of paddy. 
To Chittagong 14,220 maumK of rice ami also 20.519 maunds of padcly and 
27,0(M) maujul.s of rice is also going there by steamer and 45,0(K) maunds 
of rice has been jiurc hased by the CommiHsioiier, and 1 am sending another 
consignment of 40, (KK) maunds of rice. Tcc Xoakhali I am sending 20,000 
maunds of rice. This is already on the move. To Tippera we have sent 
21,990 maumls of paddy. To Muushiganj 8,489 maunds of rice. To Midniu 
pore 22,000 maunds of rice and 4,580 maunds of paddy. This is irrespective 
of the Revenue Department’s purcliases for Midnapore relief. To Pabna 
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Sadar 20,000 maunds h on the move and to Serajgranj 15,000 maunds of 
rice. To DarjeeJin^^ 00,000 maunds of rice. Howrah has been given 76,000 
maunds of r ice and 24-Parganas 29,000 maunds of rice. To Chandpur I am 
sending another 25,000 maunds of rice which will serve the distressed area 
and to Bhola 10,000 maunds of rice with dnl and millet. Over and above this 
I have sent to the various distrir-ts 55,000 maunds of dal and gram. Of 
millet I have sent the following quantities — 12,500 maunds to Madaripur, 
12,500 maunds to Mirzapur in Tangail, 12,500 maunds to Dacca, 60,000 
maunds to Chandpur, 17,500 to Pabna, to Noakhali 20,000 maunds, to 
Faridpur 25,000, to Howrah 10,000 maunds. Over and above this I have 
sent considerable quantities of att/j to various districts 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: How many days’ consumption 
will it giveP 

Th« Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Everybody will be able to 

eat. 

Of wheat and wheat products I have sent to the extent of 214,752 maunds 
over and above what I have sent in the shape of rice and more is still to 
go in the month of July. 1 can also at the same time look forward with 
considerable degree of confidence to be able to ration Calcutta. It may be 
on the basis of austerity diet but such rationing is surely called for when 
tliere is no sufficient food-grains and every one must curtail his consumption. 

Here, Sir, may I reply to an impatient and unjust and ill-informed 
criticism to my slogan, “Eat less ri(*e!” Surely, the slogan i.s not applicable 
to those who are starving or who have no rice tr) eat. Surely, the members of 
the Opposition have sufficient common sense to realise that this is applicable 
only to those who cun afford to take other diets. It is applicable to the 
members sitting in this very Ilou.se. We should make every endeavour 
to give up our rice diet and take to substitute food-grains and to substitute 
foods and leave the ri<’e consumption to the ])oor who cannot afford to take 
other class of grains. Surely, I cannot be so cruel as to call upon persons 
who are too poor even t<» pun hase rice and who have been starving to eat 
less rice, and surely those who charge me with this form of derisiveness and 
joke for their own political purposes may refrain from perpetrating such 
a cruel injustice upou me. Aud, Sir, this is not all. Not only do I hope 
to be able to send more from Calcutta but I have placed myself in a position 
through the agency of the Food Drive to send resources immediately to areas 
in distress and these stocks and local surpluses will begin to move as soon 
as relief oranisations are completed. In the meantime I have instructed 
local officers to purchase the frozen and requisitioned rice and have placed 
cash at their disposal for the purpose and to remove the food-grai*i Id the 
distressed areas as emergency cases. 

I think, Sir, I have met most of the points which have been raised by 
the members opposite. Honourable members will pardon me if due to 
shortness of time I have not been able to deal with all of them, because if 1 
could deal with my subject in my own way and place before them the correct 
background of the difficulties wbicb have been in our way, 1 think it will 
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take several hours to give to the honourable members a proper perspective. 
But, Sir, there is one further point that I should deal with before I 
conclude. I do not take any credit for myself for what has been done. We 
have worked together, and I can tell the House that the officers in the Civil 
Supplies Department have not spared themselves in any way. They come 
early in the morning and leave late at night and many of these officers — 
there are 18 Civil Service officers — are they not have from time to time been 
laid up with overwork and anxiety, but. Sir. this we have done in pumuance 
of our duty. I have been in agonies over the distress which is prevalent in 
Bengal. What is the u>e of my hcdding the proeut Opposition responsible 
for the present <‘onditionr' What i*^ the use (d their holding us responsible 
for it when they know in their heart of Ijcarts that are not responsible? 
What is the use of all this political game? J do not think, Sir, that I 
or the Ministry have shirked our duty. 1 think that we have l>een 
able to di> something, however little, to aincli(»iate the distress. Over 
and over again members of the Opposition have taken up the parrot-cry 
that nothing can he (hmc witliout a National (iovernment. 1 do not 
know what thc> mean hv it. We have askiul other parties to join us. We 
have begged them and entreated them to join. But it must be on honour- 
able terms and it must not he at the expense ot, and the disintegration of, 
and the dem(»raIisation of the Muslims (»f Bengal who do, whatever people 
may say, form the majority (»f the pojmlation of Bengal, We have alwayti 
sought the co-operation of the other parties. AVe have looked upon them 
as our fellow-sufferers. .Some have joined us and some have not. To those 
who have not joined us for political reasons 1 lieg of them not to inti^rfere with 
our food programme. AVliat we are dcdiig is for the benefit of all, and if 
w’e do the right thing I am certain that we shall get the (o-ope ration of all 
even though we are unable to f(»rm an all-part it‘H’ (iovernment I am certaiu 
too that the parties that are at present not represented in the Ministry will 
not, and cannot, obstruct j^dicies and measures designed to benefit the 
poor people of this province. Our hand of co-operation is always extended, 
not extended in the manner in which the late Ministry extended its hand 
in the Legislature and crushed the Muslim Ixuigue outside, hut in a true 
and friendly spirit. If the other parties respond, we are prepared to receive 
them with open arms or stand the test of public oblofjuy. In the meantime, 
may I beg of the honourable meinber.s of this House for the sake of the 
people of the province to co-operate in the measures which this (iovernment 
is undertaking, and not obstruct it in any way. Let not political factions 
be utilised to bring disaster upon the province, and liefore we part let us 
send up a sincere prayer to the Throne of the Almighty without whose 
assistance it is not possible for us to tide over our present difficulties, to 
help us, the people of Bengal, in His infinite kindness and mercy. (Loud 
applause from Government benches.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would like to know the procedure you 
want me to adopt. I have got a number of questions to put — not very many 
but several — and I can put these questions one after another or 1 can state 
my questions one after another and leave it to the Honlile Minister to give 
a combined reply. 
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Mft SPEAKER: It is open to you to ask a few questions and it is open 
to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies to answer them if he 
pleases. He may answer them or he may not, but you may put a few 
questions — not many. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, before I put my questions I wish to 
make it absolutely clear that I do not desire to cast any reflection on the 
firm of Messrs. M. A. Tspahani & Co. My ([uestions are directed simply 
for the purpo.se of eli(‘iting inforinatioii and in the public interest. My 
questions are these — 

( 1 ) Is it the case ot the Hou’ble Minister that the firm of Messrs. M. A. 

Ispahani & f^)., make purchases on their own account in advance 
and are afterwards reimbursed ])y (Government P 

( 2 ) If this is what is happenin^r now, is it the polity which is being 

continued from the old (iovernment (»r is it a new' policy which 
has been taken up by the present (iovernment P 

(d) Is there any limit to the juircliase 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir, 
This IS an absolutely novel procedure, and I tliink alter the offer that has 
been made by Mr. Suhrawardy that all the h(»oks and accounts would be 
idaced for the scrutiny of Dr. Syama])rasad Mookerjee I do consider that 
this is ahsolutely wrong to go on in this manner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Leader of the Opposition in course of the 
«peech of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies wanted to put 
certain (luestions and I at that time asked him not to interrupt him and I 
also assured him that I will give him an opportunity of asking a few ques- 
tions to clear up the ]>osition. I have allowed him to do that. I do not 
think there is anything wrong in it. It is jierfectly open to the Hoirhle 
Minister in ^diarge not to reply. 

Th. Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not u question of not 

nqdying. That is likely to he misunderstood. He may he quite willing to 
nq.l.v. But I Nubiuit that it ia not anywlioro the iiailianicntary |n(«-eduiv, 
in any rasp, in India or td.scwlipn- to luuo a scrips of <iucstions put after the 
conclusion of the debate 

The HonW. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Th. question of il.e 

nonournhle llie I.eader ot tile t tjq.os.tion is not a siiu|de one. Hp says i.p 
IS asliintf nip ahout (..dieips. l.ut aetually he is askin)f me for details. 
This is not a siinplp <,uestion he is askintj, and it is really er..s.s-examination 
by a very astute lawyer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 0« a point of order. Sir, The rules 
provide for reply hy a Minister last of all and also the mover or movers of 
resolutions or somehody on hpl.alf of the mover or movers ot motions have 
a right of reply. Sir, in ea.se the Chief Minister, the I.p.->der of the Hou.se, 
ii not prepared, to )>erinit the Leader of the Oj.position to put certain things 
in the form ot questions I think .vou may allow him to go on as the Rules 
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oi the Assembly do permit him to put questiomi eveu exun'isiiig the right 
of reply on behalf of the entire Opposition. Then, Sir, the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge or any other Minister will have the last say in the matter. 

-Mr. SPEAKER: I am not well versed with the procedure and practice 
followed in different Parliaments in the world. Nor urn I acquainted with 
the procedure which either allows or totally prohibits asking for information 
from the Minister in charge, but certainly I think it would not be per* 
missihle to put questions to a Minister in the nature of cross-examination. 
But there is a j)rovi.so in the rules which sitys that a mover of a motion can 
speak by way of reply and alter that the Minister in charge has got a right 
to give a rejily. That proce<]iire may be followed if th*‘re is any serious 
ol)jecti<m to asking (luestions and giving replies. The Jlon’ble Minister in 
charge of Food Suppl\ has maile hi't speerh and I think the movers of 
re^(dlltion^. it they so choose, may s[)eak with my permission and (hen 
anotlier Minister or even the Fooil MMii>t»‘r ma\ sjieak. Certainly that is 
the last stage, but that is the rule. 7'he rule expre>sly provides (hat, lint 
I am not going to do that. I think the matter has been fully discussed and 
it irs not necessary any longer that there should be an) more debate. It (be 
Leadei ot tlu* Ojiposition wants clarification on any point, he may just 
say : “I want clarification of these points.” H,* should not put liis point 
in the lorm of (piestioiis hut just say that the.se are the points on which he 
would like to have clarification from tiie lion’hh* Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies. 1 will not allow’ him to ask direct ijiiestions in the nature 
of cross-examination. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, when a .series of questions 

Mr. SPEAKER. I am not going to allow serie.s of (|ue.Htions. If you 
have any diHi<\ilty and if you want that certain point.s must be clarified, 
])Ut them in this way: *T want clarification on these points*’ ami it will 
be open to the lloirhle Minister in charge either to clarifv or not to clarify 
them. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M\ jiomts an* these. I v>ixui information 
as to whetiicr th(*re are any limits to the power or permissirm given to pur- 
ch.a'e to the firm (d Messis Njiah.ini. foi iiistami . reganling the radius of 
operation. 

Ihen, Sir, I would like* the Hoirble Mini-ler to tell u.s if he adnnt.s (hat 
at the prest‘nt ummeut Bengal i* a defint pro\in<e I would like to know, 
Sir. whether the llon'ble Minister admits that deaths tram starvation art* 
taking jdace every da\ (hioughoiit the pro\iiice. 

Is tile (rovernmeiil going to declare Bengal a famim? arcaf^ Is the 
{jro\enimt*nt going to fix the maxiniuiii jirices of foodstuff.-,?' 

W hen the Hon hie Minister says that he has been H<*nding foodstuffs to 
variou*;. parts of the province, I w’ould like to know to whom are they being 
fient — to personal trieud.s, to Distrif t Magistrate — to whom and hoW and 
thiough what agency thefte toodstuffs are to be dii^trihuted and to whom are 
they to be distributed. 
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The HonWe Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am ver> sorry, Sir, that I 
have to reply to these questions. I am very sorry, Sir, that the ex-Chief 
Minister of this province asks questions of this type, namely, whether I 
was sending foodstuffs to personal friends. > 

As regards the limitation of Messrs. Ispahan!, Ltd., they may operate as 
our agents within the Eastern Zone and they may operate outside that zone 
with our knowledge. At a time when I had even hoped to be able to get 
some rice from Sind, from Eajputana, from the United Provinces, I have 
left no avenue unexplored for the purpose of bringing supplies to Bengal, 
and these persons have courageously taken up the burden. I do not think 
that it is necessary to answer that Bengal is a deficit province. 

Df« 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE* Are you prepared to declare 
Bengal a famine area? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The debate is over and it is now my duty to put the 
resolutions to vote. I propose to put first resolution No. 17 moved by 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ()n a point of order, Sir. We suggest 
that the resolutions be put in the order in which they were moved, so that 
we may know how matters stand. The first resolution was moved by Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. I know, Sir, that you have a right to put any 
motion you like in the order you may (dioose, hut there are certain motions 
which are more comprehensive and if they are voted down less comprehensive 
motions may come in because the decision of the House on a comparatively 
less comprehensive motion will not, in any way, be affected by the decision 
on the other more comprehensive one. The usual practice is to have the 
more comprehensive motion first and then gradually come down to less 
comprehensive motions. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: To save time — it is now about 
10-20 p.m, — I would appeal to members of the House that it would be 
much better to concentrate on one or two motions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is exactly what I am thinking of. (Addressing 
the Leader of the Opposition.) Ho you agree to the proposal made by the 
Leader of the House that you will concentrate on one or two motions and 
as regards the others they will be put to the House but there will be no 
division? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. We want to concentrate on two 
motions, namely, one moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and the 
other moved by Dr, Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Tht Hon’Mt Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These may be taken up first 
iu that case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I wrill put the other motions first, because with regard 
to the others there will be no division and then I will put the other two 
motions. 
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The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, that this Assembly is of 
opinion that GoTernment should immediately promulgate an order under the 
Defence of India Rules to control the maximum prices of the existing paddy 
and rice and also of the coming crop of paddy in order to bring down those 
prices to a level approachable by the |KK)r section of the people of the pro* 
rince, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that this A-ssemblv is of opinion 
that the continued deterioration in the food situation and the prolonged 
suffering of the people for want of food evidence the failure of the Govern- 
ment to tackle the food problem in the province. And this Assembly con- 
demns the Government’s failure in arranging propt*r sup])ly of f<H)d to the 
people and urges the Government to declare Bengal as a famine area so as 
to take upon themselves the full responsibility for feeding the entire 
population, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar that this A.ssembly 
is strongly of opinion that the present Ministry stands condemned for its 
utter failure to improve the food situation of the prtjvince was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that this Assembly is 
of opinion that the policy pursued since the assumption of oflice by the 
present Government to solve the alarming food situation in the province has 
failed through the lack of an intelligent and comprehensive jdan and the 
adoption of hasty measures directed not against the big stockists, hoarders 
and the profiteers but against ordinary consumers, agriculturist-producers 
and persons of comparatively modest means in the rural areas. 

Th is Assembly deplores the failure of the Government to take advantage 
of the situation created by the removal of inter-provincial trade barriers by 
negotiations with other Provincial Ooverniiients and their adopt iof» for the 
purchase of food-grains of a procedure based on patronage instead of 
considerations of public welfare. 

This assembly therefore declares that in order to prevent the aggravation 
of the situation beyond recovery, the foll(»wing steps must be immediately 
taken : — 

(i) declaration of the province of Bengal as famine area and the 

stoppage of all expf>rts therefrom; 

(ii) vigorous prosecution of the “Grow More Food” campaign with 

provision f(»r supply of necessary manures and financial 
assistance to agriculturists; 

(lu) arrangements for the importation of foodstuffs into Bengal from 
surplus provinces and from outside India; 

(ir) regulation of the movement of cro|m within the province in order 
to ensure that the deficit areas are not denuded of even their 
inadequate stocks; 

(v) provision of finances for the purchase and distribution of any surplus 
discovered in any part of Bengal; and 
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(vi) acceptance of reaponsibility by the Oovernment to provide food for 
the people during the present crisis 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik that this Assembly is of 
opinion (1) that the Government has failed to solve the food problem of 
Bengal properly for which millions of people of the province are almost 
without food and are dying like cats and dogs from starvation; (2) that the 
Government has failed to declare that the province is under the grip of famine 
and to do necessary works for the relief operation ; (d) that the Government 
has failed to import rice, paddy and other foodstuffs from the neighbouring 
provinces and to supply them to people at the cheaper price, at which the 
people c'an purchase; (4) that the Government lias failed to make anti- 
hoard campaign successful as most of the rice and paddy have gone outside 
the deficit areas and which has been purchased by the Government agents; 
(0) that the Government has failed to publisli the l•e^uU ot food census which 
will show colossal deficit ol food in the province; and (b) that the (Govern- 
ment has failed to take census of Calcutta and Howrah when major jioition 
of rice is lying stocked by the inercliants, l)Usines>snien and oilier capitali-sts 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath vSen that this Assemhly is ot opinion 
that the statement made hv the ITon'hle Minister of Civil Supplies on tlie 
5th July, IfMd, on the food situation in the ]>rovince l)ctra>> a lack of 
apjireciation of the continued deterioration in the food situation in the 
province on the jiart of the Government and their failure to tackle the pro- 
blem by shifting their responsibility and initiative in solving it to voluntary 
efforts of the people only. This Assembly is further of opinion that tlie 
Government should have ileclured Bengal as a famine area and taken 
measures for ensuring supply of food-grains to tlie people by a complete 
stoppage of all exports of food-grains outside the province, by imports, 
through negotiations, Irom other provinces, of adequate (juantities of 
rii'e, wheat and other food-grains and tlirougb the good offi<*es of the Govern- 
ment of India, from abroad, and by an equitable di'«tributioii (»1 tlie 
available supply in rural as well as in urban areas while satisfying accepted 
nutritional standards, and hv promoting the “Grow More Food" camiKiign 
by making provision for supplv of sufficient quant itit*N ol good seeils, 
manures ineludiug synthetie fertilisers, crop-])luiiiiing. irrigational facilities, 
suitable agricultural loans t«> enable cultivators (o extend their o|)erations, 
and utilisation of tallow ami waste lamF was tlnm i»ut and lo^'t. 

The motion of Mr. (iiasuddni Ahmed that this Assembly is ot opinion 
that the p(dic\ enunciated in the Anti-hoarding order promulgated by the 
Ministery has utterly failed tc» solve the food problem »d the country and 
is further of (q>iiiion that (he Anti-hoanling drive ha*' caused positive 
mischief by excluding (hihuitta and H«>wrah from its operation and 
including the ugrii'ulturists in its operation, was tlieii put and lost. 

The motion of Uai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, namely — 

This Assembly is of opinion that the present Government has fuileil to 
tackle siieoessfully the food situation in the province and is further of 
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opinion that the folliiwing: measures he immediately undertaken to meet the 
aggravated situation and relieve the acute suffering of the people, TU. — 

(1) that Bengal should he deidared a famine area and Governineat 

should organise and undertake requisite food-supply thrtmghout 
the province atMordiugly, 

(2) that all export of foinlstuff*. from the province on any account should 

he CH)uipletely stopped and muveiiient t>f foodstuffs out of deffcit 
areas within the jirovince he restricted, 
that negotiations with the other IVovineial (rovernments should In* 
immediately umlertaken tor imptotiiig foodstuff's from the areas 
adniini''tered hy tiiem hy diroet t io\ t‘rrinn*iit tmrehase, 

(4) that tTovfinmeiit ])iiieha-.r ot tooiKtnffs from other provinctss through 

certain favoured agents at the ^aciitiei’ ot provincial funds should 
he ahamhmed, 

(5) that adequate <|\iaiititio'. o\ whrat and other t»>odstufts shouhl he 

impoiteil fiom ahioa<l and othei pnoiioa^ to meet the defieits 
in nof'inal requirement^ and piovnle t<M‘ ndilitional demuudH on 
ueeouiit of tlie wai >ituation. 

(f)» that tile 'iclnone ot anti-hoanling «lri\o ^hotlhl he so revised as to 
properlv define hoarding ami to prot«*et the h*gitimate interests 
of growers ami small (‘on'^uiners ami not to jiromote hoanling hy 
hig stork and traders. 

vT) that the ”(irow More Tood” campaign slnmhl he seiiouHly umler- 
taken l)\ — 

id) su]>ld\ing siitticient <|uantities of good set*ds*, 

(h\ pnividing for adaijuate irrigaliim iacililie.s; ami 
((') making suitable advances to cultivators for imrchnsing cattle and 
for expuu<liug agricultural operations 
was then put and a divi'-om ca’Vl. 

(When the ringing (>t the division ladl stop)HMl.) 

Mft SPEAKER* Order, order. Before I put the motion to the? vote of 
the House I should like to make one ie(|Uesf to tin* honourahle memhers of 
this House. I hope the> will reniemhei the dignilv ot the House and will 
desist from canvassing within thi^ (’hainhei, 

Tiic divisi(tn was then taken with the lollowing ri'siilts: — 


Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. (alias Lai Maah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Myrnantlnsh). 
Abdul WahMl, Maulvi. 

Abdur Raxiak, Maulvi. 

Abut Quaiam, Maulvi. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sathl 
Kama, of 
Ahmad All 
Mautafia. 

Almiad Khan, Mr. Syad. 


AYE8-M. 

Atimuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Framatha Nath. 
Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 
Basu, Mr. Jatlndra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Santoah Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Or. GoMnda Chandra. 
BItwat, Mr. Surandra Nath. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Hartndfa Nath. 
Daa, Babu Radhanath. 


M^tagaohl, Myrnanainsh. 
inayatpuH, Khan Bahadur 
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Om Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Dm Gupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Oolul, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Mitt Mira. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghota, Mr. AtuI Krithna. 

Glatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Joftth Chandra. 

Gyatuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Alhad|. 
Habltnillah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Daooa. 
Hatan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Hatham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Idrlt Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

Jalaluddin Hathamy, Mr. Syad. 

Jalan, Mr. I. 0. 

Jonab All Malumdar, Maulvl. 

Kaiam All MIrza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Syad. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. NIthItha Nath. 

Lahlrl, Babu Athutath. 

Mail, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Malumdar, Mrt. Namaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krithna Pratad. 
Maniruzzaman ItlamabadI, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hotahi, Mr. 

Mookarlaa, Dr. Syamapratad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Syad. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Salalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 


Muharjl. Mr. DMrafidra Narayan. 
Mukharil, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mulllefc, SrIJttt Athutoih. 

Muttafa All Daaran, Maulvl. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srtaahandra, of Caaaiin- 
bazar. 

Natkar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. 

Paddar, Mr. Anandllal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinloharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramlzuodln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kitharl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Roy, Shib Shakharatwar, Kumar. 
Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Or. Nallnaktha. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dhirtndra Nath. 

San, Jofoth Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 

San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

San Gupta, Mrt. Nallla. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 
ShamtuI Huda, Maulana. 

SInha, Srljut Manlndra Bhutan. 

Bur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvl HaJI. 
Wallur Rahman, Maulvl. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES->134. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakhn, Maulvl (Myrnantlngh). 
Abdul Hakim Vlkranmurl, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul HamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvl. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul MaJM, Mr. Syad (Noakhali). 

Abdul Motalab Malik, Or. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abduila*al Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman SIddkil, Mr. 

Abdur RatahM Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Rathaad, Maulvl Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl S. 
(Haarrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdut Shahaad, Maulvl Md. 

Abldur Roza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hathim, Maulvl. 

Abut Haaain Ahmad, Mr. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvl. 

Ahmad Haaain, Mr. 

Alfazttddin A hm a d , Khan Baha^ 
Maulvl. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

AiMr All Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Anwarui Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Auiad Naaaain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 


Abul Matud, Kazl. 

Barma, tha Han’bla Mr. Pramhari. 
Barma, Mr. PuapaJIt. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Praaad. 

Birkmyra, Sir Hanry, Bart. 

Bltarat, Babu Lakthml Narayan. 

BItwat, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. ^atlndra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chippandala, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oat, Ral Uhlb Kirit Bhutan. 

Oat, Mr. Manmahan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Emdadul Hapua, Kazl. 

Farhad Rata Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bana Khanam, Bagum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daaoa). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymantinth). 
Gladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Qalam RabbanI Ahammad, Maulvl. 
Galam Sarwar HaaainI, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Ctomaa, Mr. R. A. 

Oaawami, tha Han'Ma Mr. Tuiti Chandra. 
GrHBIha, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Oambar Sbigh. 

Hahiuddm Chaudhurl, Mauivi. 
HamMuddln Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
NanHItan, Mr. K. A. 

Haaamiyzanmn, Mauivi Md. 

Natina Murahad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatamally damadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 
Nayvbad, Mr. Ragara. 
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Htndry, Mr. Oa¥ld. 

HIrtaai, Mr. M. A. F. 

Motfgt, Mr. H. R. 
lipaliMii. Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
4a|aliMldifi AKhumI, tlit Hon’Iila Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

JaaInNNidtn Ahmad, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kannady, Mr. I. IB. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Laiafc, Mr. dahn. 

MoQragor, Mr. Q. Q. 

MoFharaan, Mr. Q. F. 

MafUuddln Ahmad, Dr. (Basra). 
Mafltuddin Ahmad, Maulvi (TIppara). 
Magulra, Mr. L. T. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Batiarl. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Mandal, tha Han*bia Mr. Jagandra Natik 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mllaa, Mr. C. W. 

Mahammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mahain All, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Moalam All Mallah, Maulvi M. 
Maaammal Hug, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad IftiiMPM, Maulvi. 

Muhammad larall, Maulvi. 

Muhammad ShMI^, Khan Bahadur Or. 
Syad. 

Mukarjaa, tha Nan*bia Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulllek, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mulllak, tha Nan'bla Mr. Fulin Bahary. 
Mutharruff Haatain, tha Han'bla Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 


MuatagawaaJ Haqua, Mr. Byad. 
Naaarullah, Nawabtada K. 

Nailmuddin, tha Han’Ma Khwaia Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Noaruddin, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. N. R. 

Fain, tha Han'bla Mr. Barada Freaanita. 
Favfall, Mr. J. A. 

Ralkut, Mr. Fratanna Dab. 

RaJIbuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohanan^. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmad, NaJI. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 

Baraim latam, Mr. 

Shahabuddtn, tha Han'bla Mr. Khwafa, 
C.B.E. 

Shigha, Babu Kahatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhravrardy, tha Han'bla Mr. H. S. 
SmytlH^abauma, Mr. 0. G. 

Tamiauddin Khan, tha Han'bla Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Framatha Ranjan. 

Tharman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardiwarth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf All Chaudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

ZHtur Rahman, Shah Chaudhury. 


The Ayes hein^ 88 and the Noes LH. the niotiun was lost. 

(The result was received with cheers and table-thumpings from Oovern* 
ment and European benches and also from the gallery.) 

Mn SPEAKER: I regret to note that (here had l>een clapping in the 
gallery' which is not permissible. I hope this will not be repeated. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sany'al that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal has so far failed t(» satisfactorily tackle the 
earious food situation in tlie province, and with a view to bring about early 
rtiief the following measures should be adopted without any further 
delay : — 

(a) the handling of the food situation should forthwith be taken out of 

the arena of party politics and should be completely entrusted 
to a Central Food Council representative of all major political 
parties and a few experts on production, transport, nutrition and 
distribution ; 

(b) the prorince of Bengal should t>e declared as a famine area so thi^ 

the responsibility for feeding the entire population may devolve 
upon the Government; 

(c) there should be a complete stoppage of all exports of foodstuff from 

the province on any account whatever and there should be no 
scope left for public suspicion in respect to the same; 
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{d) attempts should be made to procure, by negotiation with respective 
Governments, sufficient quantities of food-grains from other 
provinces till the amfian crop of Bengal is harvested; 

ie) efforts should be made to ^tain imports of wheat and other available 
foodstuff from countries abroad as much to n^t the present 
deficits in the normal requirements of the population of Bengal 
as to provide for the additional demands on the resources of the 
province on account of the war situation; 

(f) more vigorous measures should be adopted to promote the “Grow 
More Food” campaign through (/) supply of sufficient quantities 
of good seeds, (it) adequate facilities for irrigation, {lii) increased 
cultivation of cultivable waste land, {ir) conservation of cow- 
duug manures and encouragement for the use of (composts and 
other manures including synthetic tertili»ers, ( r) encouragement 
to fodder crops, (n) suitable advance^ to the cultivators for 
enabling them to undertake intenNive cultivation, (vn) State 
guarantees of minimum juices for focal-grains produced by the 
agriculturists of Bengal for a |>eriod of at least threji? years; and 

If/) stei)s should be taken to jirevent -waste in the consumption of food 
in any form, 

was then put and a division taken with the following results: — 


AYEa-82. 


Abdul Htfti, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Maah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvl (Mymtntlngh). 
Abdul Wahtd, Maulvl. ^ 

Abdur Raztak, MaulvL " 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Alaharaja SashI 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, MymtnsIngh. 
Ahmod All Enayotpurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmod Khan, Mr. Syod. 

Ailmuddln Ahmod, Mr. 

Aihar All, Maulvl. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syod. 

Banorjoo, Mr. Pranwtha Nath. 

Banorjl, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upohdra Nath. 

Baiu, Mr. Bantosh Kumar. 

Bhawmlk, Or. Qobinda Chandra. 
Chsodliiin, Nal Harondra Nath. 

Oat, BgbM Radhanath. 

Daa Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Qupta, SrIJut Narondra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirondra Nath. 

OoHii, Mr. Narondra Nath. 

OutU Qupta, Mitt Mira. 

Pialul Huq, Mr. A. K. 
ttiiooa, Mr. Atui Krishna. 

Qiasuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Qupta, Mr. dogosh Chandra. 

Qyasuddln Ahmod Qhoudtmry, Alliadl. 
^^Daosa**^* Nawab Bahadur K^ of 


Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syod. 
Hathom All Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Idris Ahmod Mia, Maulvl. 

Jaialuddin Hathomy, Mr. Syod. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonab Ail Maiumdar, Maulvl. 

Kazom All MIrza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Syod. 

Khan, Mr. Oobondra Lall. 

Lahirl, Babu Ashutosh. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hsmaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islanuibadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookorjoo, Or. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Syod. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Solalman, Khan Bafiadur 
Maulvl. 

Mukorji, Mr. Ohirondra Narayan. 
MukhorJI, Or. Sharat Chandra. 

Mulliok, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Mustafa AH Dowan, Maulvl. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sritchandra, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Naskor. Mr. Horn Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Harl SMikor. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Raroiiuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Rov. Mr. ChAru ChAfMtMi 
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flty, Mr. Kinm Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Natti. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Roy, Sfilb Slioiitiarotwar, Kumar. 
Samiullah, Or. 

Sanyal, Or. NaltnaMha. 

Sen, Mr. Atui crumdra. 

8on, Mr. Ohirondra Nath. 

Son, aogooh Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
Son, Babu Nagondra Nath. 


Son Gupta, Mri. NofHo. 

Shahodall, Mr. 

Shamauddtn Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamauddin Ahmod Khondkir, Mr. 
Shamaul Nuda, Maidaita. 

Sinha, Srijut Mantndra Bfiutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harondra Kimiar. 

Total Ahmod Choudtntry, Maulvl ttajl. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 133. 


Abdul Arif, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hafti, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakoom, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, MauWi (Mymoniingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abihil ilabbar, Maulvl. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Matid, Mr. Syod (Noakhali). 
Abdul Motalob Malik, Or. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-ai Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi,- Mr. 

Abdur Rasohfd Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rathood, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdus Shahood, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Roza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hafhim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmod, Mr. 

Abul Matud, Kazi. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Ahmod Ail Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmod Houin, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmod, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarui Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Auiad Houain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, tho Hon’blo Mr. Promhari. 
Barma, Mr. Putpaiit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Proud. 

BIrkmyro, Sir Honry, Bart. 

Bifwat, Babu Lakthml Narayan. 

Bitwat, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. ifatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narondra Narayan. 
Chippondalo, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. t. A. 

Oat, Ral Sahib Anukui Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhuun. 

Oat, Mr. Monmohan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upondranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bogum. 

Faziui Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Oaoca). 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Mymontingh). 
Gladding, Mr. 0., C.i.E. 

Gotam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Golam Sarwar Hotaini. Hr. aiuh 


Gomot, Mr. R. A. 

GoowamI, th# Hon'blo Mr. Tultl 
Chandra. 

Grimtht, Mr. C. 

Gigpta, Mr. J. N. 

Gufung, Mr. Oambor Singh. 

Hahzuddin Choudhurl, MaulvL 
Namiduddtn Ahmod, KtNin Sahib. 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hatanuzzaman, Maulvl Md. 

Hatlna Murthod, Mrt., M.B.E. 

Hatomaily Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 
Haywood. Mr. Rogorv. 

Hondry, Mr. Oavid. 

HIrtzol, Mr. M. A. F. 

Hodgo, Mr. H. R. 

Itpahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
,loialuddin Ahmad, tho Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Maulvl. 

Jatimuddin Ahmod, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Konnody, Mr. I. Q. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Loltk, Mr. John. 

MoGrogor, Mr. G. 0. 

McPhorton, Mr. G. P. 

MaAzuddin Ahmod, Or. (Bogra). 
Mahzuddin Ahmod, Maulvi (Tippora). 
Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Mandal, Mr. APwIta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bohan. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, th# Hon’blo Mr, Jogondra 
Nath, 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl, 

Milot, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohtin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Moitom Ail Mollah, Maulvi M. 

Mozammol Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Muhammad Ithaquo, MautvL 
Muhammad I trail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Slddlquo, Khan Sohadur 
Or. Syod. 

Mukoriu, tho Hon’blo Mr. tSTShfiath. 
M.B.E. 

Mulliek, Mr. Mukunda Biliary. 

MuliioK, tho Hon’blo Mr. Pulln Bohary. 
Mutharrufi Hoooain, tho Non’Mo Nawab. 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muttagawul Haquo, Mr. Syod. 
Natarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, tho Hon’blo Khwala Sfr. 

K.C.I.E. ' 

Nooniddln, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pain, tho Hon'Mo Mr. Barada Prooanna. 
Powoll. Mr. J. A. 
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Sirdar, Babu LitU iluiida. 

SkUraritli, Mr. W. E. 

Stork, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Han'bla Mr. H. S. 
Smyth-Oabaum, Mr. D. G. 
Tamiiuddin Khan, tha Han’bia Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Walkar, Mr. «l. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardtworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yiaauf All Chaiadhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maidvl. 
Zillur Rahman, Shah Chatidhury. 

The A.\es being 82 and the Noes 133, the motion was lost. 


Prorogatiofi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the Bengal Legislative Assembly do now stand prorogued. 


Framanik, Mr. Tarinlaharan. 

Ralkut, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

RaJIbuddln Tarafdar, Maidvl. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananioy. 

Sadaruddfn Ahmad, Mr. 

Saftruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhutudan. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Han*bla Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Sinfha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 
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Intpsotlon of primary sohoolsi (Q.) p. 
afsj. 

inspsetor 

Appointment of— of septic tank instal- 
lation: (t^ } p. IKI. 

Inspsetor of Smokt Huisanoss Commis- 
sion, Bongal 

-\plK»iiitment of — : (i^,) p. 399, 

Ins^tor of Smoks Hulsanoas 

Filling up ol the j>ost of — ; (Q.) p. 


Irrigation Dspartmont 

Activiiies of the- in tho Rajtbabi 
Division. (Q.) p. 191. 

Irrigation arorkt In tho Rajihahl diatflati 

(Q.) p. 100. 

Israll, Mautvl Muhammad 

Malaria and Kala-aaar epidemic in the 
Kishoreganj Kulxlivision: (Q.) p. 


Issut of vlsiton' tiokota 

Observations of Mr, Himaker regard- 
ing— : p, 386. 
daif oMrkfi (g.) p. 154 . 


JalahNfdin Ahmad, tha Hon*lilo KHan 
Bahadur Maulvl 


Appointment of House Burgeons; (O.) 

p. 213. ' 

ApfKiintment of ins(ie<*tor of septic tank 
insUllation; (QA p. IgL 
Apn^intment of Inspector of Smoke 
Nuisances Commissum, (Q.) 

p. 400. 
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4«iidiMMiii Almiail. Khan 

■ahidiir 


Condition of Palta and Tallah pumi>- 
ing stations: (Q.) p. 387- 

Election of Sherpur Municipality in 
Myrnensingh: (9.) p. 317. 

Extension of service of District Engi- 
neer of llan^par: (Q.) p. 98. fi 

.Extension of time fur the submission 
of report of the Select Committee: 
p. 318. 

Filling up ol the post of Inspector of 
Hmoke Nuisantjes: (O.) p. 94. 

Malaria in Boraigratn thuna, Raishahi: 
(Q.) p. 182. 

Malaria and Kala-azar epidemic in the 
Kis|ioreganj subdivision: (Q.) p. 
253. 

No-confidence motion against the 
Chairman, llajshahi District Board; 
(Q.) P. 271. 

Nomination of Scheduled Caste candi- 
dates in union boards in Dacca 
district; (Q.) p. 150. 

Removal of Chairmen of Faridpur and 
Baukura District Boards: (Q.) p. 


Retirement of Engineers in Public 
Health Department; (9.) p. 198. 

Sanitary condition of (h»alundo sub- 
division in the district of Faridpur: 
(Q.) p. 1C7. 

Supply of bleaching powder to Mulna- 
jKire District Board: (Q.) p. 98. 

Water-supply and sanitary arrange- 
ments in the cyclone-atfei ted parts 
of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 252. 


Jalan, Mr. Itwar Das 

Appointment of Legal Remembrancer: 
, 315. 

Collective fines on the residents of 
Barakar in Burdwan district: (Q.) 

p. 106. 

Hours of attendance of high officials. 
(Q.) p. 193. 

On the point of order on the question 
of admissibility «l "Demuiid.s tor 
Grants": p. 129. 


Joint Stock Companies 

Filling up of })osts of Examiners ol 
Accounts in the office of Registrar of 
— , Bengal: (Q.) p. 29, 

Jonab All Majumdar, Mr. 

Realisation of arrear rents and t'ess in 
'fippera: (Q.) p. 397. 

Representatum of the ixH)ple of Kadiua 
in Tipjiera for ojieniug a Registration 
Office: (Q.) p. 259. 


Loans to smalt --out of the grant of 
the Central Government; (O.) n. 
161. ^ * 

Juto RofMlatlon and Rural Rooonstnio- 
tion Dopartmanta 

A^l^mtments made in the — ; (Q,) p. 

ICannidy, Mr. I. 0. 

Bjiecial motions on food situation: pp. 

34346. 

KMioroganJ tuMIvMlon 
IMma and KaUMiaar epidemic in—: 
(Q.) p. 863. 


Kundu, Mr. NMiitlia Nath 


Non-official resolution regarding release 
of political prisoners, etc.: pp. 219, 

220j 221-2^1. 

Security prisoner Sj. Nripati Bhusan 
Chatterjee: (Q.) pp. 24849. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutoah 

Balurghat incidents: (Q.) p. 156. 

Land roglatratlon by tho Commitaionorr 
Rajahahl Division 


Alteration of procedure of — : 
394. 


(Q.) P. 


Loavt of absenoo 

Applications for — : p. 79. 

Legal Remombranoor 

Appointment of — : p. 315. 

Loans to small Jute-growors 

Out of tho grant of the Central Gov- 
ernment: (Q.) p. 161. 

Maftzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Teaching staff of Calcutta University: 
(0.) p. 182. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Uday 
Chand. of Burdwan 

Special motions 011 food situation: dd. 
327-29. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova 

Special motions on food situation, pp. 
324-25. 


Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 

Damage in Schetlule “D" embank- 
ments in Contai and Tamiuk sub- 
divisions: (Q.) i>. 197. 

Susp(>nsion of roalisation of revenues 
from tenants of inundated lands in 
the Sundarhans and Sugar Islands: 
(Q.) p. 196. 

Malaria 

111 Boruigram lhaua, Rujshahi; (Q.) 
p. 1H2. 


Malaria and kala-azar opidomlo In the 
KIshoreganj subdivision: (Q.) p. 253. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra 

Appointment oJ SuleRegistrars from 
OQO I'hittagong Division. (Q.) p. 

Stati ol Fubnu Colleetorute; (Q.) p. 


Mandal, the Hon’blo Mr. Jogandra Nath 

On the (KUTit of order regarding making 
ot Htateim*nts by ex^inisters: pp, 
34 , 35. 


Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prooad 

Exemption of landlords of cyolone- 
atfeeltHl areas of Midnapore ^strict 
from paying revenues: (Q.) p. 181. 

Governing Body of the Midnapore 
College: (Q.) p. 149. 

Supply of bleaching powder to Midna- 
pore District Board: (Q.) p. 98. 

Water-supply and sanitary arrange- 
ments in the cyclono-affecveo parts 
of Midnapore; (Q.) pp. 261-52. 

ManiryMn Akhand, Maulvl 

Activities of the Irritmtion Department 
m^the Kajshahi Division: (Q.) p. 

Adult education under rural develop- 
ment scbcone in Rajabahi: (Q.) p. 
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MmiriMWIn AktwrNl Maiilvl-^cmc/d. 

ExoATatioii of BhedrA Bil in Kaior 
subdirision ; (Q.) p. 206. 

Irrigation works in the Rajshahi 
district: (Q.) p. 400. 

*lfalaria in Ikiraigram thana, ltai> 
shahi: (Q.) p. 182. 

MafHrutiaman ItUmitiHulh Mtulana Mtf. 

^ Filling up of posts of Kxaniiner ol 
Accounts in the offiiv of K<<^tstrsr oJ 
Joint Stock Companies, Btmgal: (Q. > 

p. 20. 

MaqiMfl Homln, Mr. 

Amount drawn by M.L.As. for jute and 
other propaganda works from provin- 
cial revenueH: (Q.) p. 10. 

Family allowano€> to stn urity prisoner 
Mr. Hari Mohan I'oddar! (O.) p. 
2()(]. 

MIMIa Engilth Sohooli 

Nunrta^r of — ret'oginsed in Mimensingh 
and Dawn: ((J.) p, 12. 

MHfmipora Collage 

Governing Body of the—: (Q.) p. 1 1‘>. 

Mlloft, Mr. C. W. 

Condition of Palta and Tallab pumping 
stations: (Q.) p. ;J 87 . 

MItrt, Babu Siibodh Kumar 

ClasKifiration of priboner- (U ) p. 
110 . 

M.L.At. for Juta and other propaganda 
worke 

Amount drawn by— from the proiin- 
rial revenues; (Q.) p. 10. 

Mookarlao, Dr. SyamapraMd 

I’oint of order on tlio question ol 
admissibility of “Demands for 
Grants", pp. 115-2^1, liD 
Special mations on food situation- pr» 

Moianmal Huq, Maulvl Md. 

S|M*cial motionH on foixl situation, pp. 

Muaizamuddifi Hoaaln, the Hon’bla 
Khan Bahadur Salyad 

Adult odncation under rural develop- 
ment scheme in Rajshahi (6.) p. 
103, * 

Ajppointments in various departments 
ill Rangpur: (Q.) p, 27>. 

ApiKjintmeiits mudo in the Jute Regu- 
lation and Rural Reconstruction De- 
partments: (Q.) p. 102 
ProdiKrtion of paddy ami “Grow more 
food" campaign: (Q.) p, 401. 

Supply <»f seeds of paddy in Jamalpur 
•ubdiviaion: (Q.) p. 40(1. 

MutiaAimad lerail, Maulvl 
Election of Pmsident of District Sclimd 
Board, Mymensiugb: (Q.) p. 'M. 
Election of President of Myniensingh 
District School Board: (Q*) p. 210. 
Muharrirt 

Bengai Tenancy Aotr~in Registration 
Department: (Q.) p. 6. 

MiAarl^ the Hon'bla Mr. Nath 

Appointment of Accountant in Mymcn- 
singh CJollectorate: (Q.) p. 312. 
Alteraium of procedure of land regis- 
tration by the Commiaiioner, Hnj- 
ahahi Diviaion; (Q.) p. 394. 




Midiarfai. thg Mn TmA il«tli 

— Con€ld, 

Certificate caaea in Pahna dlatriot: 
(0.) p. 396. 

Clerks in the Dinaipur OoUeotorate: 
(Q.) p. 314. 

Compensation p^ to the paopla affect- 
ed by evacuation scheme in Feni aub- 
division: (Q.) p. 177. 

Distress in certain thanaa of Eangpur 
district: (Q.) p. Ml. 

FIxempiion of landlords of cyclone- 
affect ih 1 areas of Midnaiiore diatriot 
from paying revenues: (vi.) p. 181. 
Hours of attendance of high officials: 

(g.) p. 193. 

Loans to small jute-growers out of the 
gram of the CVntrai Government: 

(0.) p. 162. 

Realisation of arrear rents and oess in 
TipjK'ra; (Q.) p. 3P7. 

Ris'overy of agricultural loan in Kuri- 

gram sulHiivision . (g ) p. 398. 

Roliel upcratmii coiulucti»u by certain 
non-officiul organisation: (g.) p. 393. 
StHff uf Pohiia ('olhH'toruU’ . (O.) P. 
IH. ^ 

Siispeiisiun of the nmlisation of agri- 
cultural loans withm Naior sulKUvi- 
Sion; tg ) p. 11. 

SiiMjMuiMion ot realiHation of revenues 
from tenants of inundated lands in 
the Sundarbuns ami Sugar Islands: 

, (U.) p. 190. 

Typhotm di'vastatiim in Diamond Har- 
bour subdivision, (g, ) p. 396. 

Mukhtrlaa, Mr. B. 

S|My*inl motions on f«<xl situation: 
4J6-1H. 

Mukherfb Mr. Ohlrandra Nariyan 

%>ecuil motions on IoikI situation • 
369-02. 

Mulllokf 8j. Atutoth 
Application for leave of ubsenc*c of 
Mr KH<lha Nath Dus: p. 273. 

A. R.I*. apjMuntnieniH in Calcutta- (O.) 

p. 2fW ^ 

motions on fotai situation, p. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukumta Bahary 

SjKM ial motions on food situation ; pn. 
41M-21. 

Muthamin Hoaaaln, the Han*bl* Mawab, 
Khan Bahadur 

B. tiquiry into allegations made against 

.Nusir oi Jlienida Civil Court: (O.) 

p. mi ^ ' 

Pw^him IVoMH-utor of Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 

The Ih'Mgal Non-Agncultural Tenancy 
(TenifKirary Provisions) Extending 
Onlinaine, 1943: pp, 79, Ml, 204 
206. ’ 

Mymanaingh CollMtoraU 

AppomDneiit of Aicountant in—; (Q.) 

Mymtfitlngh OlttrieESohool Baard 

Bye-ehM'tion ol— heUl in Neirokotia* 
(Q.) p. 207. 

Election of President of—: (Q.) p, gifl, 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Owndra 

Bpecial motions on food aituatuia: tm. 
346-47. 


pp. 


pp. 



INDEX. 


[Vau LXV, 


ym 


ItiMliiiMliftn, tht Kimit Sir 


Appointment of Legal Remembrancer: 
(b.) p. 316. 

A. K. r- appoint”^®®*® Calcutta: 


(Q.) p. 

lialurghat incklentH: (Q.) p. 155. 
Classification of prisoner Babn Suboijh 
Ktimar Mitra: (Q.) p. 111. 

Collective fines on the residents of 
Barakar in Burdwan district: (Q.) 


p. 165. 

Crimes committed in Munshiganj sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 188. 

1)ac(;a Gymkhana Races: (Q.) p. 166. 
Dacoities in the district of Chittagong: 
(Q.) p. 190. 

Detention of Mr. Manila! Dutt as 
security prisoner after release: (Q.) 
p. 105. 

Family allowance to security prisoner 
Mr. Hari Mohan Poddar: (Q.) p. 
266. 

Home Guards: (Q.) p. 247. 

Jail clerks: (Q.) p. 154. 

Observations on the point »f order 
regarding right of Government party 
members to put supplementary ques- 
tions; p. 257. 

On the point of order on the question 
of admissibility of “Demands lor 
Grants”; pp. 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 
145, 140, 147. 

Point of order regarding making ol 
statements by ex-MinisU'rs; pp. 27- 
28, 36-;i7. 

Point of order regarding putting ques- 
tions by the lii^uder of the OpjKisi- 
tion to the Civil Supplies Mini.ster on 
food situation arising out of special 
motions: p. 474. 

Point ot privilege in conntHrtion witli 
the admissibility of Mr. Abdur Uiih- 
inan Siddiqi’s amendment on the 
resolution tor release of jioHticnl 
prisoners: pp. 27J1-74. 

Politi<^al security iirisoners api>oaring 
at University examinations: (Q.) p. 

no. 

Regardinu; publication of the state- 
ments by ex-Ministers: p. 79. 
Recruitment in Bengal .Junior Civil 
Service: (g.) p. m. 

Representation from Wanlers and 
Jainadars of Bengal Jails: (Q.) p. 
407. 

Security prisoner Sj. Nripati Bhiisan 
Chatterjee: (g.) p. 249. 

Statement on foixi situation in Bengal: 
up. 80-92. 

Substitution of Poundra Kshatriya for 
Pod: (Q.) p. 160, 

Transfer of the A.R.P. offit'er of 
Comilla: (g.) p. 270. 

Vice ureas in the city of ('alcutta: 

(Q.) 188 . 

N»^tnlM»not motlofi afalnit tlit Clialr- 
man, ftaiahahi OlatHot Boanit (Q.) 

p, 2^. 

NanHfiatlafi af •ohatfutait Cuta aainfh 
Batat In union baarBi in Daaoa 
Btatrlati (Q.) p. 250. 


H an ag rtaM H urtata 

T|aatf«r of holdings to — : (Q.) p. 184. 


lioiraiinw ifOTWwPfw 

Regarding release of political priaoDerSi 
etc.: pp. 216-46. 

Oath: p. 1. 

Obituary: p. 1. 

Oitilnanoa 

The Bengal Non-Agricoltural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending ^ 
— , 1943: p. 79. 

Pabna Cellaatorata 

.Staff of—: (Q.) p. 113. 

Pain, the Hon’Wa Mr. Baraita Protamia 

Activities of the Irrigation Department 
in the Rajshahi Division; (Q.) p. 
192. 

Ap{>ointment of Assistant En^eers 
in Communications and Works De- 
partment: C^.) p. 12. 

Construction of embankment on the 
Icharnati river around the Bil 'Hog- 
lain in Khulna: (Q.) p. 151. 

Daniugo in Schedule ^‘D” embank- 
ments in Contai and Tainluk subdivi- 
sions: (g.) p. 197. 

Establishment of the Camoufiage De- 
partment; ((^.) p. 9. 

Excavation of Behakair Khal in 
Naruvanganj subdivision: (Q.) p. 
272. 

Excavation ol Bhtxlru Bil in Nator sub- 
division: (g.) p. 208. 

Excavation of Salikha (Narad) near 
Nator town: (g.) p. 215, 

Flood in Nator subdivision in 1938: 
(g.) p. 209. 

Irrigation works in the Rajshahi 
district: (Q.) p. 401. 

Re-excu\ alum ot the silting up por- 
tion ot Sutkliira Khal; (g.) p. 8. 

Shelters tor the passers-by: (g.) p. 7. 

Panel of Chairman: p. 2. 

PattorsHDy 

Shelters for the — : (g.) p. 7. 

Pending quettiona: p. 210. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal 

Special motions on food situation: pp. 
356-69. 

Poddar, Mr. Harl Mohan 

Family aliowant'e to security prisoner 

(g.) p. 260 . 

Point of Informatlofi 

Regarding addressing a Parliamentary 
Secretary in the House: p. 203. 

Point of order 

As to whether it is ranniasible for a 
member to speak in Bengali if be baa 
alrea<ly given proof of nis ability to 
understand ana express himaelf in 
English; p. 263. 

On the nature of motions in the form 
of uo-('onfideuee in Ministere: pp. 
279-81. 

On the pressed amendment of toe 
non-offii*ial resolution regarding the 
release of political prisonera, oto.: 
pp. 223-26. 

On the question of admiMibllity of 
“Demands for Grants”: pp. 11548. 

On the question of responaibility of 
an Hon’ble Minister for th« aetimi 
of his prodooesaor: p. IfiR 
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fitJ^azarding answering of questions hy 
PvHantentary Secretaries: p. 98. 
Eegarding answering questions on 
bekaif of Government: pp. H-18. 
Regarding making of sUieineiits by 
ex-Min isters: p. 27. 

%Reganling right of Government i>arty 
members to put supplementary ques- 
tions: p. 257. 

Of privllogo 

In conne<*tion with the admisHibUity of 
Mr, Alxlur Rahman Siddiqi’s nmeud- 
raeiit on the resolution for release of 
politual prisoners ; pp. 27.‘t-7r». 
Regarding issue of visitors’ tieki'ts : p- 
272. 

Regarding preservation of prmsxsl- 
iims of the House in Governinent 
om^eea: p. lOo. 

Polltioal Mourity pritontrt 

ApiH*aring at rniversity examinations: 

(Q.) p. no. 

Poundra KihatHya for Pod 

Substitution ol — . ((^. ) j) 15P. 

Prooldorit 

Ijlcstion oi — of Mymt'nsingli District 
School Hoard. (Q.) p. 21(> 

Proaldont of District School Board, 
Mymantlngh 

Kle('tioTi ot -' (Q.l p. 'M). 

Primary schools 

KstahJishment of — in Wakf Kstates. 
p 2<I7. 

Insjiectioii ol - • (Q.l p '1^0 

Production of paddy and ’ Grow moro 
food" oampaigni (Q.) p 4i)i 

Public Accounts 

Re|)ort ol the (‘ommittee on—: ) 

p. 212. 

Public Proiocutor 

Of Rajshahi <0 ) P 1 II. 

Publication of tho statomonts by ox* 
Mlnistorsi p. 79. 

Palta and Tallah pumping stations 

Condition ol— , (Q.) p. 587. 

Roalltttton of arraar rants and oasa In 

Tlpparai (Q.) p. 597. 

Raallsation of rtvonuet 

Suspension of— from tenants of inun- 
dated lands in the Sundarhans ami 
Sagar Islands: (if.) p. Hki. 

Rooolpts and oxpandituro 

In the Registration Department during 
1941; (Q.) p. 186. 

Raoooory of agrioultural loon in Kurl- 
gram tuMIvwont (Q. ) p. 5fi8. 

RaoruHinant 

In Bengal Junior Civil Service (Q.) p- 
1G5. 

Ro^xflovatkm of tho olltltig up portlofi 
af Sotlihira Khoit (g.) p. B. 

Rogiotration of doodt 

In Tacgoil- (Q ) P- 200. 

RogIttrtUofi DoportfiMfit 

Receipts and exwnditure in the- 
during IMl: (Q.) p. 186. 

Staf ^ the-: ( 5 .) p. 187. 


Ri^otratioii OMob 

Representatioii of Uio poppb of 
Kat'hua in Tippora for Cfimiikg a—: 
(Q.) p. 259. 

Rollof oporatlofi ooRduotii ftp oirUin 
noA-oMoial orgaiilaatlont (Q.) p. S92. 

Romoval of ChalmiMi 

Of Faridpur and Bankura Biatriot 
Boards. (Q.) p. 209. 

Raport 

Of the Coiiiiiiitiee on Bublic Acooonts: 
(Q.) p. 212. 

Raproaantatlon 

From warders and iamadars of Bengal 
Jails; (g.) p. 407. 

Of the {Hxinlc of Kachun in TipMra 
for o]Hming a Registration Omoe: 
(g ) p. 259. 

Roaolution(s) 

Non-orticml - regarding releaw* of pofi- 
(ica! prisoners, etc.: pp. 216-46. 
Retlromant of Enginotrt 
In Puhlic Health Ibqiurtment: (Q.) 
p. 198. 

Roy, Mr. Cham Chandra 

I'rcHluctioii of paddy and "Grow moro 
ftMsl’’ i-ampnigri: iQ. ) p. 401. 

S|H'cial motion 011 IimkI Niliiatiun; p. 

;«)7. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

(’rimes (ommitftxi in Munshiganj sub« 
division (g ) p. I8H, 

Da«'(a (tymkliuna Races: (Q.) p. 1(16. 

R <•<011 st It lit ion of the next Governing 
Ihsiy of the Ahsanulluh Sehotil of 
F'nginei'rmg. DH<‘<a (Q, > p. 13. 
FA»uvati<m ol Behakair Khal in 
Naratangaii) miIkIivisioii : (g.) p, 

272. ‘ 

.Nomination ol S< heiiulixl ('uste candi- 
dates in union hoartls in Dacca 
district; tg.) p. 250. 

Roy, Mr. Klran BaiiHar 

Political siMiirity prisoners apiiearing 
at rniversitv I'xatninaiionM; (g.) p. 

no. 

SjHsial motions on fiaxl situation; pp. 
4.5.5-58. 


Roy, Mr. Klshoflpatl 

Rei'cipts ami ex|Muiditure in the Regia- 
tnition Department during 1941: (Q.) 

p 186. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

On the point of ortler on the qtieaiion 
of adiniMsihilitv of "Ikmianda for 
Grants": p. 155. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiram 

Construction of embankment on tho 
Ichamati river around the Bil Hiqi- 
lain in Khulna; <g.) p. 150, 

Re-<*xcavalion of the silting up {Kiriion 
of Snikhira Khal' (g.) p. 8. 

Substitution of Poundra Kshatriya for 
Pod: (g.) p. 169. 

Ruling 

On the iioint of ordinr raised by Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee on the Oih 
.Ink 191.5, with regai^ to tbo adinia- 
aibUity of motions 'for "Demands for 
Grants" : pp. 179-73, 
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mmni 091 point of oniM' 

HMuurding making of statements by 
Ol^MinisterH : pp. 37-39. 

•oRlilio (Norad) 

Excavation of— near Nator town: (Q.) 
p. 215. 

tanaullah, Or. 

DacoiiicH in the district of Chittagorm: 

(Q.) p. m. 

Establishmont ol primary achoola in 
Wakf KMtaicH: (Q.) p. 207. 

Sanitary condition 

Of Goulundo KubdiviHion in the district 
of Faridpur: (Q.) p. KKi. 

Sanyal, Or. Nalinaktha 

Adjournment motion on the fixation of 
raw jute prices : pp. 25, 26. 

Observations on Mr. Speaker’s ruling 
(m the special motion of Rai Haren- 
dra Nath Chaudhuri; pp. 277-78. 

On the point of order on the question 
of admissibility of “Demands for 
Grants”: pp. 143-45. 

Point of order regarding answering 
questions on behalf of Government: 
pp. 14, 15 16, 17. 

Point of order regarding exUuision of 
time for the submission of report ol 
the Select (V>inmitt<^». pp. 318, 319. 

Point of order regarding putting f|ues- 
tions by the Leader ot the Oppo8iti<m 
to the Civil Supplies MinisU'r on 
food situation arising out of s|>eeial 
motions: p. 474. 

Point of order regarding right of Gov- 
ernment party inemberH to put sup- 
plementary questiouH: p. 257. 

Point of order on the propostnl amend- 
ment of the non-omcittl resolution 
regarding the release of politieal 
prisoners, etc. ; pp. 223-24. 

SpfH*ial motion on food situation: pp. 
289-94. 

tirkar, Bobu Madhutudan 

Amendment of the noii-officiul resolu- 
tion regarding release of })oliti<-al 
prisoners, cte, : p. 2.‘13. 

Batkhlra Khal 

Re-excavation of the silting up por- 
tion of—: (Q.) p. 8. 

SolMdulid Caata oandldatca In union 
boards In Daooa district 

Nomination of — : (Q.) p. 250. 

Stoiirlty prlsontr 

Detention of Mr. Manilal Dutt as — 
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